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DM Miller passed 
away on April 15, 
2020.   DM was 94 
years old when he 
went home to be with 
the Lord.  For quite 
nearly half a century, 
DM Miller worked as 
an educator, admin-
istrator and member 
of both the city and 
county school boards.  It has 
been decades since the City 
of Knoxville even had a school 
board, but DM was elected to it 
and he was proud to say he was 
the only person ever elected to 
serve on both.  

Miller was a football coach 
at Rule High School and popu-
lar with his players, all of whom 
remember him fondly to this 
day.   A Navy veteran, Miller 
attended Rule and came back 
to stay for most of his profes-
sional life.  DM Miller taught a 
variety of subjects, including sci-
ence and math.  Eventually, DM 
Miller helmed the high school 

he had attended as 
a young man, serving 
as principal of Rule.  
Miller made it down-
town to work in the 
city school system’s 
administration.

DM was elected 
to the Knox County 
Board of Educa-
tion in 1996 and 
served two terms.  
We served together 

on the Board and I always liked 
DM as a person and respected 
him as a leader in education.  
Miller was born in 1925 and 
married his wife Viola in 1951.  
DM Miller really was a product 
of his time and was devoted to 
his family, friends, and commu-
nity.   DM had a deep love for 
Rule High School and the young-
sters who filled it up through-
out the years.   DM Miller was 
a patriot who loved Tennessee 
and our country.

DM Miller’s passing really is 
a loss to our community and I 
am very thankful to have known 
him.
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil voted Tuesday to have the 
Planning Commission conduct 
a “small area study” of the 
area affected by the May, 2019 
recycling center fire. The study 
will look at the industrial area 
bounded by North Avenue, Cen-
tral Street, Radford Place and 
Pershing Street.

The fire, at the Fort Loudoun 
Recycling Center, forced the 
evacuation of several nearby 
North Knoxville homes. Neigh-
bors have been complaining 
about activity at that company 
before and after the huge fire 
there. 

“What directly compels this 
study are conditions at the Fort 
Loudon Waste and Recycling 
facility,” Councilman Charles 
Thomas told The Focus.

“I am a strong supporter of 

both local businesses and recy-
cling, but the manner in which 
this particular business has 
conducted its operations over 
a long period of time earns it no 
sympathy. This in an area that 
has needed attention for years, 
and I intend to see that it gets 
it,” he said. 

The council also voted to 
award $642,750 in Historic 
Preservation Grant support for 
property improvements to eligi-
ble historic properties. Council-
woman Amelia Parker was the 
lone “No” vote on the resolu-
tion.

Smart street lights are part 
of a resolution passed in an 
agreement with Gresham Smith 
to design services along Mid-
dlebrook Pike. The $495,347 
was requested by the Depart-
ment of Engineering. 

Also approved was an 

DM Miller

Knox County will contin-
ue operating under Gov-
ernor Bill Lee’s Safer at 
Home Order through April 
30. The joint City/County 
Task Force—convened by 
the Knox County Health 
Department—has advised 
Knox County Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs and City of Knox-
ville Mayor Indya Kincan-
non that it is still working 

on a local plan to ensure 
some area businesses 
can successfully open on 
Friday, May 1.

Mayor Jacobs and Mayor 
Kincannon provided the fol-
lowing statements Friday.

“I had hoped we would 
be able to get people 
back to work before May 
1, and as a former small 
business owner myself, I 

understand how stressful 
and frustrating this situa-
tion has been,” said Mayor 
Jacobs. “I still believe that 
government shouldn’t tell 
businesses when and how 
to operate, but now that 
it has, we have a respon-
sibility to work with the 
business community to 
carefully craft guidelines 
and communicate them 

directly and thoroughly to 
provide as much certain-
ty and opportunity for suc-
cess as we can in what 
remains a very fluid situ-
ation.”

Mayor Kincannon said: 
“I am grateful for the many 
public health experts who 
analyzed local data and 
worked to develop a grad-
ual plan to safely reopen 

local businesses. It is 
important that we all con-
tinue to take the neces-
sary safety precautions 
like physical distancing 
and wearing face masks. 
However, I am hopeful we 
can have healthy residents 
and a healthy economy. 
We will closely watch the 
health trends in our area 
and continue to carefully 

assess what is safe for our 
community.”

No further comments will 
be made regarding plans 
for reopening or guidelines 
for businesses until 10 
a.m. on Monday, April 27 
when the two mayors host 
a joint press conference in 
the City/County Building 
Main Assembly Room.

DM Miller Passes 
Away At 94

Study of recycle fire area 
approved by city council

Mayors working on plans to reopen businesses

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County Health 
Department began free corona-
virus testing last Monday at the 
county’s Engineering and Public 
Works Department, the response 
was overwhelming. The response 
was huge again Tuesday and by 
that afternoon that form of test-
ing was halted as the response 
simply exceeded the testing sup-
plies.

The health department 
announced later in the week that 
free testing would be held Sat-
urday at the Civic Coliseum. The 
Health Department said Thurs-
day a location for testing this 

County seeking solutions to 
overwhelming testing response

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY.

A sign marks the entry for the drive-thru COVID-19 testing held Tues-
day at the Knox County Engineering and Public Works facility off 
Baxter Avenue. It was the second day of free testing by the Knox Coun-
ty Health Department and was halted due to the huge response by the 
public. 

Knox County Health Department staff prep Monday morning before the drive-thru COVID-19 testing 
began.

By Steve Williams

An Austin-East High School 
graduate is playing a special role 
in the fight against COVID-19.

Fred Lowery is a Senior Vice 
President and President in Life 
Sciences Solutions and Labora-
tory Products with Thermo Fisher 
Scientific.

“I am grateful to have the 
opportunity to contribute to A-E 
sports,” said Lowery, the Road-
runners’ quarterback and cap-
tain in 1987, who recently was 
recognized along with four other 
former Austin-East standouts for 
their contributions in purchasing 
a $50,000 scoreboard for the 
school’s football field.

“Hopefully my contributions 
help student athletes have the 
same experience that I had there 
and learn life skills that help them 
reach their dreams,” said Lowery.

“With that in mind, I’m living 
my dream as a Senior Execu-
tive at Thermo Fisher Scientif-
ic. Our mission is to enable our 

A-E grad working to make world 
‘healthier, cleaner and safer’
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week has yet to be deter-
mined. 

Department Director Dr. 
Martha Buchanan told the 
Work Session of the Knox 
Count Commission Tues-
day evening that about 
100 local residents were 
expected but more than 
400 showed up on the 
first day. She urged those 
citizens who were able to 
be tested to remain in iso-
lation or quarantine until 
their results came back.

Buchanan said the 
county is picking up the 
cost of the tests and 
results until funding 
arrives from FEMA. Later 
in the meeting Dwight Van 
de Vate, director of com-
munity development, told 
the commissioners that 

the county is asking for 
$710,097 in relief from 
the federal government 
for its COVID-19 efforts.  

Tennessee Governor Bill 
Lee announced last week 
that his “Safer At Home” 
program was being lifted 
as of May 1st, that state 
parks are re-opening, and 
that most businesses will 
be permitted to operate. 
That applies to all state 
counties except the larger 
counties, including Knox, 
where the mayors and 
health departments will 
develop their own recov-
ery plans.

Mayor Glenn Jacobs 
and Indya Kincannon 
have indicated a gradual 
opening of local business-
es and services based 
on health department 

recommendations.  
OTHER COMMISSION 

BUSINESS
In a related resolu-

tion the commission dis-
cussed hiring Ernst & 
Young LLP to provide pro-
fessional services under 
the Emergency Program 
Management Support 
Services to deal with the 
federal government in 
COVID-19 funds. The con-
sulting agreement would 
last 180 days with two 
30-day options.

”They help to maxi-
mize the FEMA funds. 
We thought it would be 
of benefit for the county,” 
Finance Director Chris 
Caldwell told the commis-
sioners. 
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School System Must Begin to Prepare Now
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By Focus Staff

We can use every scrap of good news 
right about now.   Tennessee’s Com-
missioner of Finance & Administration, 
Butch Eley, announced the Volunteer 
State’s tax collections for March exceed-
ed the state budget by more than $62 
million.

This is especially good news in light of 
the fiscal havoc caused by the pandemic 
to government revenues.  Total collec-
tions amounted to $1.2 billion which was 
$71.3 million more than during March 
of 2019.  Eley cautioned Tennesseans, 
saying the collections, especially sales 
tax revenue, represented February, not 
March.  “The monthly report clearly illus-
trates the inherent lag between reported 
tax receipts and that of actual economic 
activity, or lack thereof, which many Ten-
nesseans are facing today.”  The Febru-
ary collections were robust and from a 
period when the economy in Tennessee 
and the nation were healthy, prior to the 
stay-at-home orders issued nationwide 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Most of the taxes collected by the 
State of Tennessee were running ahead 
of projections, including the gas tax, the 
tobacco tax, business tax, privilege tax, 
and the Hall Income Tax.  Motor vehicle 
registration collections were down for 
the month of March, although fees col-
lected for the year remained $9.3 mil-
lion ahead.  Totaling up all the revenue 

for an eight month period, Tennessee 
was $605.7 million ahead of revenue 
projections.  Excess revenues puts Ten-
nessee’s General Fund ahead of the 
budget by $486.7 million.   Four other 
funds utilized by the State of Tennessee 
are ahead of the budget by $119 million.  

Bill Lee, a successful businessman 
before being elected governor, antici-
pated a loss of revenue by the State of 
Tennessee with the advent of the coro-
navirus pandemic.  An amendment was 
offered and adopted by the Tennessee 
General Assembly reducing the overall 
budget by almost $154 million, although 
the budget recognized almost $400 mil-
lion in additional revenue would likely be 
collected.  

Commissioner Eley cautioned the full 
impact of the COVID-19 virus would be 
felt by the state government.   “The even-
tual impacts of COVID-19 on tax reve-
nues are unavoidable and will begin to 
appear in the coming months. We will 
closely monitor our tax receipts during 
this time and remain committed to bal-
ancing the state’s budget in a respon-
sible manner during this extraordinary 
national economic downturn.”

In an effort to get things moving again 
in Tennessee, Governor Bill Lee recent-
ly announced he would not be renewing 
the stay-at-home order, which is set to 
expire on April 30.

Long-time 
Lawmaker 
Removed 

From Ballot
By Focus Staff

John DeBerry, a state 
representative from Mem-
phis, was removed from the 
ballot by a vote of the Ten-
nessee State Democratic 
Executive Committee. The 
committee voted 41 – 18 
to remove Representative 
DeBerry from the ballot with 
two members abstaining. 
DeBerry has been consis-
tently reelected since 1994 
by the people inside his dis-
trict. 

An ordained minister and 
businessman, Representa-
tive DeBerry said, “The Ten-
nessee Democratic Party 
has decided that a 26-year 
representative that spent 
12 years as a committee 
chairman, conducted him-
self with integrity, served 
the party well, sponsored 
meaningful legislation and 
built bridges across the 
aisle to get bills passed is 
no longer a Democrat. And 
so, I’m not.”

Members of the Tennes-
see State Democratic Exec-
utive Committee did not 
care to explain their rea-
soning in removing Repre-
sentative DeBerry from the 
August primary ballot, but 
the self-proclaimed party 
of diversity’s chairwoman, 
Mary Mancini said, “After 
a long meeting in which 
we heard challenges and 
evidence, we did what we 
thought best to protect 
the Tennessee Democrat-
ic Party and the values we 
stand for.”

One of those “values” is 
clearly not the right to life 
for unborn children. DeBer-
ry has been criticized by 
some extremist Democrats 
for not supporting abortion 
on demand, which Manci-
ni, like most national Demo-
crats, cloak as a “women’s 
health” issue. Party bosses 
have been systematically 
rooting out the few remain-
ing Democratic officehold-
ers who have refused to fall 
in line to support abortion 
on demand including Con-
gressman Dan Lipinski of 
Illinois, who lived in Knox-
ville years ago while teach-
ing at the University of Ten-
nessee. Lipinski was at least 

allowed on the ballot to run 
and lost his race inside the 
Democratic primary. John 
DeBerry ran afoul of many 
Democrats by support-
ing the “fetal heartbeat” 
bill, as well as the “vouch-
er” bill promoted by Gover-
nor Bill Lee. DeBerry, along 
with Democratic represen-
tatives John Mark Windle 
and Joe Towns, had been 
targeted by Planned Parent-
hood for having supported 
the “fetal heartbeat” bill, 
which bans abortions after 
detection of a heartbeat at 
about six weeks. Planned 
Parenthood planned to put 
up billboards advertising 
against DeBerry last year. 
Windle is the longest-serv-
ing Democrat in the general 
assembly, having first been 
elected in 1990. It would 
also likely be difficult for 
party bosses to rule John 
Mark Windle off the ballot, 
as his district would surely 
go Republican without him 
as the Democratic candi-
date. John DeBerry repre-
sented a solidly Democrat-
ic district and party bosses 
risked nothing by removing 
the popular representative 
from the ballot.

Ironically, Francie Hunt, 
executive director of Ten-
nessee Advocates for 
Planned Parenthood, 
denounced Representa-
tive DeBerry for having 
joined “the ranks of other 
extremist legislators in Ten-
nessee…” Yet as DeBerry 
pointed out, his views have 
always been well known to 
the people who have kept 
him in office for twenty-six 
years.

Representative DeBer-
ry was accused of being 
a defacto Republican by 
detractors, with some 
saying he received financial 
support from GOP PACs.

House Speaker Camer-
on Sexton released a state-
ment:

“Mary Mancini claims 
removing the longest serv-
ing democrat elected offi-
cial in Tennessee, John 
DeBerry, a civil rights icon 
and ordained minister from 
the democratic primary 

ballot was the best way to 
protect her party and the 
values the party stands 
for. Obviously, Ms. Manci-
ni’s new totalitarian party 
aligns with dictatorships 
around the world. You shall 
vote for the new Democratic 
agenda in totality or we will 
remove you for voting your 
beliefs.

“The unspeakable 
actions of Mary Mancini and 
a few to silence the voices 
of 64,000 voters in Rep. 
DeBerry’s district shows 
their winning approach in 
the District 90 primary - - - 
if you can’t beat him, then 
kick him off the ballot.”

The criticism of the Ten-
nessee Democratic State 
Executive Committee was 
bipartisan. Karen Camper, 
Minority Leader in the Ten-
nessee House of Represen-
tatives and also a represen-
tative from Memphis, said 
in a statement of her own, “I 
am very disappointed by the 
actions taken by the execu-
tive committee of the TNDP 
on Wednesday. Rep. John 
DeBerry has represented 
the citizens of his district 
for 26 years and worked for 
the betterment of Memphis 
and Shelby County. While 
we may not always agree 
on issues, I know he is an 
honorable man.

Minority Leader Camper 
said the Democratic Caucus 
in the House “shares core 
values on many issues”, 
one of which is “that we 
are the voice of the people 
we represent.” Represen-
tative Camper pointed out 
DeBerry had followed all the 
pertinent election laws and 
had legitimately qualified to 
run inside the Democrat-
ic primary in his district.” 
Camper also noted DeBerry 
had been the choice of his 
people to represent them 
13 times. Camper said 
the Tennessee Democrat-
ic State Executive Commit-
tee had attempted to “nulli-
fy the choice of” the people 
of the 90th District and was 
improper. 

DeBerry, courteous even 
in the face of an outrageous 
action by the Democratic 
State Executive Commit-
tee, thanked the people he 
had represented for so long 
for the opportunity to serve 
them. “I’m appreciative to 
all the folks who have sup-
ported me through my time 
in the Legislature and want 
to give them my thanks.” 

Representative DeBerry 
has changed his mind and 
indicated he will challenge 
the action of the Tennessee 
State Executive Committee 

Finally, Some Good 
Economic News

John DeBerry blocked 
by state Democrats

John DeBerry

BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 7
Hearings held in my office, notices 
can be filed and proceed without 
personal court appearance.
Cases can proceed as usual even 
during these trying and perilous 
times.

FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATION

Horace M. Brown, 
Attorney 
865-982-9489
Horace105@aol.com

County seeking solutions to 
overwhelming testing response

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Both Knox County Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs and Knoxville Mayor Indya 
Kincannon responded to Tennes-
see Governor Bill Lee’s easing 
of restrictions last week.

Jacobs said, “I agree with Gov. Lee’s 
decision to end the Safer at Home 
Order on April 30 and am pleased he 
has said that some businesses will be 
able to open as early as next Monday.” 

“I look forward to working with 
the State to develop a plan for Knox 
County that gets people back to work 
as safely and quickly as possible,” he 
added. “As of today, Knox County has 
28 active cases. Our case trend line 
has remained flat over the past week 

and our recoveries are increasing. Hos-
pitals in our region are just over fifty 
percent occupied, and thanks to the 
efforts of our local health departments, 
hospitals and TEMA, we are well posi-
tioned to accommodate an increase in 
COVID-19 patients should there be an 
unexpected increase in the trend line.”

During the Knoxville City Coun-
cil meeting Tuesday Mayor Kin-
cannon said, “I’m a little worried 
about lifting restrictions. People 
will drop their guard. We’re work-
ing with Dr. Buchannan to make sure 
we have a plan that will work.”

While the county mayor has 
announced some layoffs of 
county employees, the city mayor 
said Tuesday that the city plans 
no furloughs of employees. 

Mayors respond to Gov. Lee’s 
easing of restrictions
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Bob Thomas, super-
intendent of the Knox 
County School system, 
was recently interviewed 
by another media outlet 
and stated plainly, “We 
weren’t prepared” for 
the coronavirus.  Nobody 
was, nor could they be.

As I said in a 
recent editorial, our 
governments, at every 
level, and our society, 
will have to have 
on-going conversations 
about changes wrought 
by the arrival of the 

coronavirus.  If it is 
true, as many experts 
suspect, that the fall 
may bring a renewal 
of the virus, then it is 
vitally important school 
systems around the 
country, and here in 
Knox County, begin 
having a conversation 
about what steps to 
take.  That becomes 
especially important 
if our school system 
has to shut down for a 
couple of weeks or a 
month in the fall to halt 
the spread of the virus.  

The coronavirus has 
certainly made itself felt 
and will continue to do 
so.  Not only has it left 
fatalities in its wake, but 
also financial hardship 
and ruin.  As this is being 
written, there are over 
thirty million Americans 
who are out of work 
because of the shutdown 
to curb the spread of the 
virus.  Small businesses 
have been really hard hit 
and local governments, 

like everybody else, are 
doing their best to find 
a way to return to sound 
footing.  Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs has initiated 
furloughs for numerous 
county employees, but 
let us not forget the 
biggest slice of pie 
in Knox County is the 
school system and the 
sheriff’s department.  
Between them, the 
school system and the 
sheriff’s department 
represent somewhere 
between 75-85% of the 
county’s entire budget.  
The school system 
spends local, state 
and federal tax dollars 
amounting to over half a 
billion dollars.  Jacobs is 
going to have a mighty 
hard time balancing the 
budget on the backs of 
everybody else without 
the cooperation of the 
school system and the 
sheriff’s department.  

Presently, Superinten-
dent Thomas is explor-
ing a variety of ways to 

balance his budget. The 
shutdown of the econ-
omy, to the surprise of 
no one except perhaps 
for a few economic illit-
erates and empty-head-
ed socialists, will cause 
some very hard choic-
es to be made. These 
hard choices are going 
to exact a toll and it will 
likely be fearsome.  

There is apparently a 
hole blown in Davidson 
County’s budget 
in excess of $200 
million.  The mayor of 
Memphis says unless 
there is some federal 
intervention, their 
budget situation will be 
“catastrophic.”  There 
will be similar problems 
in most or all Tennessee 
counties.  Still, there are 
those who are tone deaf. 

Currently it seems to 
me the school system 
has two really important 
tasks: formulate a 
reasonable budget 
and come up with a 
sound distance learning 

program to deploy in 
the event schools have 
to be closed again in 
the fall due to another 
serious outbreak of 
the coronavirus.  

That should be very 
much on the minds 
of responsible board 
members.  Students 
and their parents have 
already seen several 
rites of passage into 
adulthood disappear 
like mist in the morning 
sun; families watching 
a young man or woman 
accept his or her diploma 
probably won’t happen 
this year.  There will be 
no proms as long as we 
have social distancing.  
Several school principals 
took it upon themselves, 
before grasping the 
seriousness of the 
virus, to announce there 
would most certainly be 
graduation ceremonies 
where they would 
personally hand out 
diplomas and of course 
there would be proms 

for all to enjoy.  The fact 
that principals would 
arbitrarily make public 
announcements to that 
effect should not have 
happened without the 
central office’s approval.

What we do know 
is this: in the fall the 
coronavirus won’t be 
new to a single soul.  The 
board of education and 
the superintendent won’t 
have any acceptable 
excuses to make if they 
fail to adopt a program 
anticipating a fall closure 
of school while still 
continuing to deliver 
educational services.  
The school system has 
done a remarkable job 
of feeding youngsters 
during the pandemic, yet 
their primary mission is 
educating youngsters.  
Knox Countians will be 
waiting for an answer 
to the question: are 
you prepared for what 
might be coming?

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com
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Publisher
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The actions of 
Tennessee Democratic 
State Executive 
Committee to remove 
State Representative 
John DeBerry from 
the ballot are more 
reminiscent of something 
that happens in a 
totalitarian government 
and not the United 
States of America.

John DeBerry had been 
elected no less than 
thirteen times by the 
people he represented 
and was one of the 
longest serving elected 
Democrats in the State 
of Tennessee before 
the Democratic State 
Executive Committee 
decided to remove his 
name from the August 
primary ballot.  Nor had 
DeBerry done anything 
to be legitimately 
removed from the ballot.  
DeBerry had followed 
every iota of state law 
in filing his petition and 
had duly been qualified 

to run for reelection 
when the Democratic 
State Executive 
Committee arbitrarily 
decided in what was 
apparently a closed-door 
meeting, to remove John 
DeBerry from the ballot.

Clearly, John DeBerry 
would have been just 
about impossible to 
beat at the ballot box, 
so instead these folks 
- - - the same people 
who spend so much 
time flapping their gums 
about “diversity” and 
“compassion,” not to 
mention a “big tent” 
for party members - - - 
booted out an African-
American representative, 
an ordained minister and 
civil rights leader, who 
routinely won 60 – 70% 
of the votes cast inside 
his party’s primary.  
For a party whose 
members routinely sling 
charges of “Nazism” and 
“dictatorship,”  this is 
one of the most abjectly 
un-democratic actions 
that has occurred in my 
lifetime.  It is worthy of 

the old Soviet Politburo 
and it is now a statement 
of absolute, indisputable 
fact no person in 
Tennessee wishing to 
run as a Democrat can 
take a pro-life stance.  
Rather than diversity, the 
Tennessee Democratic 
State Executive 
Committee has taken a 
position of ideological 
purity and rigidity.  A 
Tennessee Democrat 
cannot support a 
heartbeat bill; there is 
no heart at all involved 
in what the Tennessee 
Democratic State 
Executive Committee 
calls “women’s health.”  
There is not a speck of 
compassion for unborn 
lives and we’ve all read 
about other states 
approving legislation 
where babies can be 
killed right up until the 
moment of birth.  Yet 
the head of Planned 
Parenthood has the 
temerity to refer to 
Reverend DeBerry 
as an “extremist.”

Like John DeBerry, 

two other Democrats in 
the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, 
John Mark Windle 
and Joe Towns, are 
probably going to be 
targeted for removal 
by state Democratic 
officials.  The thing 
which likely separates 
DeBerry from Windle 
and Towns is his vote 
on behalf of Governor 
Bill Lee’s voucher bill.  
DeBerry also voted 
to give his people an 
additional choice when 
he supported school 
vouchers, which have 
been popular in many 
African-American 
communities, but 
that was a vote that 
infuriated the teachers’ 
unions and their 
minions.  Even here in 
Knox County we have 
candidates running 
for the legislature 
solely to support the 
teachers’ union.

Too many Democrats, 
Joe Biden included, 
are being driven to the 
far left by the griping, 

moaning and wailing 
of a group of derelicts, 
socialists, and plain 
bums who are unhappy 
because Bernie Sanders 
didn’t prove to be the 
popular choice of most 
Democrats.  If Joe 
Biden wants to run in 
the general election 
as “Bernie Light,” that 
is his choice, but it 
seems a poor strategy 
for those who claim 
national Democrats 
have wisely turned their 
backs on socialism.

The actions taken 
by the Tennessee 
Democratic State 
Executive Committee are 
shameful, disgraceful 

and down right 
un-American.  There is 
no oasis of diversity in 
the Democratic Party; 
only a rigidity of thought 
and dissent will not 
be tolerated.  When 
a handful of party 
bosses has overturned 
the express will of 
the people, started 
selecting who meets 
their own putrid tests of 
ideological party purity, 
then Democracy has 
started to die.  If the 
people allow them to get 
away with it, Democracy 
will have died altogether.
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By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
attorneyknoxville@
gmail.com

What Is a Counter-
Complaint?

application by the mayor 
to the federal government 
for $300,000 to fund 400 
body cameras for the police 
department. If approved 
the city will kick in a like 
amount in matching funds.

Another grant request 
for $349,956 to the U. S. 
Department of Justice was 
also approved, with no local 
match. The funds would be 
used for the Coronavirus 
Emergency Supplemental 
Funding Program to assist 
the city in preventing, pre-
paring for and responding 
to the pandemic.

The mayor was also 
authorized to apply for state 
funding of $33,000 to pro-
vide safety enforcement 
and purchase supplies in 
the bicycle and pedestrian 
safety campaigns. 

Ijams Nature Center 

was given $41,000 for 
trash and debris removal 
between Forks of the River 
and the end of Sequoyah 
Park. The annual funding 
was requested by the Public 
Service Department. 

Councilman Andrew 
Roberto and Councilwom-
an Lauren Rider intro-
duced two ordinances, 
both originally to place a 
120-day moratorium on 
signage in industrial zone 
areas. Roberto told the 
council that only 90 days 
is needed. The emergen-
cy order stops any addi-
tional signs in those areas 
and then requires a review 
by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 

In other business, Next 
Step Initiative was granted 
$1,000 to support children 
and families from Montgom-
ery Village; the Girls in STEM 

program received $6,000; 
East Tennessee Freedom 
Schools summer program 
was given $10,000; Penult 
Leadership Development 
got $15,000; and the city’s 
One Year Plan recommend-
ed by the Planning Commis-
sion was approved.

Amelia Parker was the 
only “No” vote on adopting 
an amendment to the Oper-
ating and Capital Budget for 
the current year. Within that 
motion is about $700,000 
as the city’s contribution to 
Zoo Knoxville for recover-
ing from the COVID-19 Pan-
demic.

An empty lot at 2811 
Merchant Drive was 
rezoned from residential 
to Office on a request from 
Bob Alcorn Architects and 
it was recommended in an 
11-0 vote by the Planning 
Commission. 

Study of recycle fire area 
approved by city council

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Conrad “Mac“ Good-
win, a past president of 
Town Hall East (2012-
2014) and an inspiration 
to many in the immediate 
community and beyond, 
died on April 3 at his 
home on Westover Drive. 

Goodwin was an author 
and a retired archaeolo-
gist. He earned a PhD 
in historical archaeol-
ogy from Boston Univer-
sity and has worked pro-
fessionally along the U.S. 
east coast, in the Carib-
bean, and in the Pacific. 
As well as being active 
in Town Hall East, Good-
win was involved with the 
French Broad Preserva-
tion Association, Slow 
Food Tennessee Valley, 
the Slovenian Consulate 
for Tennessee, and was 
an adviser to Native Plant 

Rescue Squad. Goodwin 
served on the planning 
commission where his 
main interests involved 
smart growth, a livable 
city, solar energy, and cli-
mate change issues. 

The Focus would like 
to share this post from 
the Holston Hills Face-
book site that was writ-
ten by Judy Powell Roy.

“For those that don’t 
know, I am sad to say that 
Mac Goodwin passed 
away late last night from 
a rare aggressive form of 
cancer. He was surround-
ed by his wife, Lydia; step-
son, Alex, and daughter 
in-law, Sheleagh; as well 
as close friends, Tyler 
and Maja Roy. Unfortu-
nately, relatives from out 
of town were not able to 
be here due to the sit-
uation in our world.

“Mac was a pillar in our 

community. He served 
many years on Town Hall 
East and was a past 
president. He was also a 
member of MPC appoint-
ed by the Mayor. He wrote 
college geography books 
with Lydia and Alex.

“Mac was truly a 
Renaissance Man, an 
activist with a kind, loving 
heart and a giver in so 
many ways. Mac loved to 
entertain and often had 
pizza parties at his home, 
cooking in his outdoor 
wood-fired pizza oven. 
He welcomed so many 
people to his home, his 
life and into his heart.

“He loved music, gar-
dening, and people. He 
was involved with the 
Slow Foods Group and 
had friends of all ages, 
and nationalities. He and 
Lydia, with their generos-
ity would frequently open 

their homes to many. They 
loved to empower and 
support so many young 
individuals with their pas-
sion and goals. It was not 
uncommon to see stu-
dents and musicians stay 
at their home from across 
the country and even from 
overseas for months at a 
time. That’s how Tyler, my 
son, met his wife, Maja. 
She was a guest of Mac 
and Lydia’s visiting from 
Slovenia. They also cre-
ated an official Slovenian 
Consulate at their home.

“He would always wel-
come you with fresh food 
from his garden or a glass 
of wine and a smile. He 
loved to share his fresh 
figs, flowers and good-
ies from their massive 
garden. He was such a 
sweetheart and a dear 
man. I will miss my dear 
friend as I know many will.

“There is going to be a 
shrine that a friend of his 
is setting up at the end 

of their driveway where 
people can leave a note 
or memory of Mac.”

Mac Goodwin is remembered

Mac Goodwin in his garden.  

When some-
one comes to 
see me who has 
been sued, they 
will often tell me 
about the terrible 
things that the 
other side has 
done to them.  
When they are 
telling me these 
things, I will con-
sider whether 
the person has 
grounds for a Counter-
Complaint, which is the 
name for a lawsuit filed 
back against the person 
suing you.

In order to be efficient, 
and so the court does not 
have to hear the same 
matter twice, the court 
hears the Complaint (the 
original lawsuit) and Coun-
ter-Complaint at the same 
time.

The way I try to describe 
a Counter-Complaint to 
people is, if you are just 
defending a lawsuit and 
you have no basis to sue 
the person suing you, 
then you file an Answer.  
An Answer is your shield, 
and we use it to defend 
it against the allegations 
they are making against 
you.

However, if there is a 
real basis for a lawsuit 

back against 
the person who 
sued you, then 
we would file 
an Answer and 
C ounter- C om -
plaint.  When we 
file that, not only 
do we have a 
shield to defend 
against what they 
are saying, but we 
also have a sword 
to hit them back 

and try to recover damages 
of our own against them.

The perfect example 
of this is a divorce case.  
When someone sues for 
divorce, the other person 
can file an Answer saying, 
“hey, I am not this terrible 
person that they claim that 
I am.”  However, unless a 
Counter-Complaint is filed, 
all you can do is defend 
against the bad things 
they say about you.  You 
are not legally allowed to 
say anything about the 
other person.  To go back 
to my analogy, you can 
use a shield, but you have 
no sword to swing back at 
them.

In lots of cases, there 
is no basis for a Coun-
ter-Complaint.  If you are 
being sued for a credit card 
debt or in a personal injury 
case where the wreck was 

clearly your fault, there is 
probably no basis for you 
filing Counter-Complaint.  
However, it is always a 
good idea to discuss with 
your attorney the possibil-
ity of filing a Counter-Com-
plain if you feel that you 
are owed anything from the 
person who has sued you.

When you file a Counter-
Complaint, the person who 
filed the initial Complaint 
will need to file an Answer 
responding to the allega-
tions of the Counter-Com-
plaint.  

Once this is done, if 
the matter proceeds to 
trial, the judge will make a 
ruling on who is entitled to 
what based upon wheth-
er the evidence presented 
supports the Complaint, 
the Counter-Complaint or 
whether the evidence falls 
somewhere in the middle.

Jedidiah McKeehan is 
an attorney practicing in 
Knox County and surround-
ing counties.  He works 
in many areas, including 
criminal, personal injury, 
landlord-tenant, probate, 
and estate planning. Visit 
attorney-knoxville.com for 
more information about 
this legal issue and other 
legal issues.

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.com

It is the only picture of 
me wearing cap and gown 
for high school graduation.  
I had forgotten that then 
Gibbs High School assis-
tant principal Roy Mullins 
handed out our diplomas 
because our principal, Max 
Clendenen, had suffered a 
stroke.  

Clendenen was our 
father’s agriculture teach-
er at Gibbs before becom-
ing principal, and our 
father thought the world 
of him.  Beth Donahue 
recalled those details I had 
long forgotten.  

No wonder Beth remem-
bered.  Her mother was a 
beloved teacher at Gibbs 
for many years, and her 
family attended church 
with Mr. Clendenen’s 
family in the Corryton com-
munity.  Mr. Clendenen 
was unable to return to 
work ever again.  

When our class gradu-
ated in 1972, none of us 
could have ever imagined 
how special it was to par-
ticipate in a graduation 
ceremony.  Neither could 
we have imagined that one 

day a world-wide pandemic 
would interrupt high school 
graduations and so much 
more!  

Because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, graduations 
that were originally sched-
uled for May have been 
shifted to June or July if no 
further outbreaks occur.  
Administrators are trying 
to modify plans to accom-
modate graduates and 
their guests while prac-
ticing social distancing 
guidelines.  This unprece-
dented event in the lives 
of 2020 graduates will, 

undoubtedly, make them 
stronger for having gone 
through such a horrendous 
ordeal.  

Hopefully, some type 
of ceremony acknowledg-
ing graduates receiving 
high school diplomas can 
take place so they, too, 
can have their moment 
to remember.  Congratu-
lations 2020 Graduates!  
God bless you all!

Words of faith: “I will say 
of the Lord, He is my refuge 
and my fortress:  my God; 
in him will I trust.”  Psalm 
91:2 (KJV).

Class of 2020

Picture of Ralphine Major and then Assistant Principal 
Roy Mullins, photo by the late Ron Warwick.
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Senator Luke Lea was so 
unpopular with his fellow 
Democrats, the party 
machinery moved up the 
election for the Democratic 
nomination to November of 
1915, a full year in advance 
of the regular general 
election in 1916. For the 
first and only time, the 
election in November would 
be followed by another in 
December featuring a run-
off between the two top 
vote getters. Lea, bolstered 
by his ownership of the 
Nashville Tennessean 
and his incumbency, was 
determined to run. Former 
governor Malcolm Rice 
Patterson, as polarizing a 
figure inside Tennessee’s 
Democratic party as his 
personal enemy and 
rival Luke Lea, entered 
the contest, along with 
the congressman from 
Tennessee’s Tenth District, 
which was comprised of 
Shelby County, and a few 
surrounding counties in 
West Tennessee. That 
young congressman was 
Kenneth D. McKellar, who 
had first been elected in 
a 1911 special election 
following the death of 
George Washington Gordon, 
a former Confederate 
general.

In 1913, Malcolm 
Patterson abandoned his 
opposition to temperance; 
in fact, he changed his 
completion completely 
and became a popular 
speaker against the evils 
of alcohol. There were tens 
of thousands who were 
skeptical about the former 
governor’s supposed 
change of heart, but 
considering the tragedies 
that had befallen Patterson 
and his family, it is quite 
possible his conversion was 
genuine. Malcolm Patterson 
had been married three 
times; he married Sarah 
Johnson in 1885 and they 
had three children together 
before she died. In 1903, 
Patterson married Sybil 
Hodges and their union 
produced one child before 
Mrs. Patterson’s untimely 
death. Malcolm Patterson 
became only the second 
Tennessee governor to 
marry while in office. His 
third wife, Mary Russell 
Gardner, married the 
governor in 1907, just 
shortly after Patterson had 
been inaugurated. Despite 
Malcolm Patterson being 
forty-six years old, he and 
his wife had two children 
together.

In February of 1915, 
Patterson paid a call on 
Governor Tom C. Rye while 
in Nashville. Officially, 
Patterson was on a speaking 
tour on behalf of the Anti-
Saloon League. Leaving the 
governor’s office, Patterson 
confidently predicted it was 
only a matter of time before 
“strong drink” could be 
had without a prescription 
from “a reputable licensed 
physician.” Patterson’s tour 
had taken him all over the 

country and provided him 
with a comfortable living.

The former governor 
spoke again in Nashville 
in April of 1915 at 
Ryman Auditorium and 
was introduced by the 
incumbent governor, Tom 
C. Rye. Rye’s introduction 
was generous. “I have 
been requested, and I 
appreciate the honor, to 
introduce a man who in my 
judgment does anything 
he undertakes better than 
any other man,” Rye said. 
“Where his standards wave 
there are always found 
behind them a splendid 
citizenship.” The governor 
said he believed Patterson 
was “fighting for the homes 
of Tennessee.” Patterson’s 
banner on behalf of 
prohibition, according to 
Governor Rye was “second 
only to that unfurled by 
Jesus Christ among the 
olive-clad hills of Judea.” 
“His cause will succeed,” 
the governor declared, 
“because it ought to.”

P a t t e r s o n  w e n t 
through a long history of 
his political career and 
readily acknowledged 
his own opposition to 
the prohibition cause. 
Patterson demolished his 
own former arguments and 
noted there were “only” 300 
saloons left in Nashville. 
“These may expect to go 
at the next Congress, and 
we can then look the Czar 
of Russia in the face,’ 
Patterson thundered. “If 
Tennessee and Memphis 
and I could go dry, you 
may expect anything 
to happen.” Patterson 
cheerfully admitted one of 
the charges made by his 
political opponents. “Some 
men have said I am not 
consistent, and I know it, 
but the number who say I 
am not sincere is less than 
formerly.”

Patterson, in turn, praised 
Rye for the governor’s 
strong stand in favor of 
prohibition and enforcing 
the laws.

By the summer of 1915, 
politics began to heat up 
and “friends” of the former 
governor indicated in June 
Patterson would seek the 
Democratic nomination and 
oppose Senator Luke Lea. 
When asked if he would 
become a candidate for 
the U. S. Senate, Patterson 
did not issue a denial. “The 
time is too far away for me 
to say anything definite,” 
the former governor replied. 
Patterson seemed to be 
waiting for Congressman 
Thetus W. Sims to make an 
announcement whether he 
would run for the Senate 
or not; Sims badly wanted 
to run. A bloated man with 
a bushy mustache and 
overstated sense of his own 
dignity as a congressman, 
Sims had been in the House 
of Representatives since 
1896 and felt he deserved 
a promotion to the Senate 
based on longevity. Like an 

old bull, Thetus Sims pawed 
at the ground, shook his 
head angrily and bellowed 
occasionally, but did little 
of substance to promote his 
own candidacy. Unlike the 
past, Malcolm Patterson 
was more cautious in his 
approach to the senatorial 
campaign. In August, he met 
with friends and supporters 
in Nashville at the Maxwell 
House. Approached by 
reporters from Luke Lea’s 
Tennessean and the 
Nashville American about 
his political plans, the 
former governor barked, “I 
have no statement to make 
tonight.” The press, despite 
Patterson’s comments, 
thought an announcement 
of his candidacy was 
imminent.

Shortly after Patterson’s 
arrival at the Maxwell 
House, Congressman K. 
D. McKellar set up shop at 
the same hotel. Along with 
Patterson and McKellar, 
Congressman Cordell Hull 
was a resident of the hotel 
for a few days; the Maxwell 
House remained a hotbed 
of political activity with 
each prospective candidate 
receiving a steady stream 
of callers. Naturally, 
Luke Lea’s Tennessean 
kept a close eye on each 
potent ial  candidate 
against the senator. The 
Tennessean reported one 
close friend bluntly asked 
former governor Patterson 
if he was going to run for 
the U. S. Senate. “The 
people seem to expect it,” 
Patterson replied. “Watch 
the papers about Tuesday 
morning.” The Tennessean, 
doubtless ref lecting 
the personal opinion of 
Senator Lea, opined several 
prospective candidates 
had abandoned their plans 
to run for the Senate with 
Patterson’s increasing 
interest in making the 
race. The Tennessean 
seemed to think an official 
announcement of candidacy 
by former governor 
Patterson might well clear 
the field. That ignored the 
fact Congressman McKellar 
had already announced 
his own candidacy for the 
senatorial nomination. It 
would become increasingly 
clear with passing weeks 

neither Senator Lea nor 
the Tennessean thought 
McKellar would be a factor 
in the campaign. The Bristol 
Herald-Courier seemed 
to reinforce that belief, 
editorializing a declaration 
of candidacy by Malcolm 
Patterson made it highly 
unlikely McKellar could beat 
both the former governor 
and Senator Lea for the 
nomination.

Malcolm Patterson 
made his candidacy 
official on September 2, 
1915. He would be an 
active candidate for the 
Democratic nomination 
for United States senator 
in the November primary. 
Patterson outlined his 
platform and perhaps 
anticipating yet another 
bitter campaign, said his 
own would “be free of 
personalities”, as he wished 
to go before the people 
and keep the contest on 
“a high plane.” It was quite 
clear immediately whatever 
Malcolm Patterson might 
wish, the campaign 
would not be devoid of 
personalities. Luke Lea’s 
Tennessean published a 
political cartoon of a cat 
bearing Patterson’s face 
standing on a porch, before 
a door labeled “Public 
Life” and looking over 
his shoulder to see a can 
entitled, “His Record”, tied 
to his tail. For those who 
might not readily recognize 
the former governor’s 
face, the cartoonist had 
helpfully written “Ham” on 
the hapless cat.

Almost immediately after 
announcing his candidacy, 
former governor Malcolm 
Patterson left the campaign 
trail as his son had to 
undergo a “dangerous 
operation.” If Patterson 
believed the senatorial race 
would be waged without 
comment on personalities, 
Tennessee newspapers 
dredged up his public 
record. The Lexington 
Progress issued a scathing 
editorial, snarling, “After 
having betrayed every 
friend except Duncan 
Cooper and violated every 
pledge except to satisfy 
his own lust for office, he 
now asks the people of the 
state to receive and trust 

him as a reconstructed 
and reformed man.” 
The Progress attributed 
Patterson’s change on the 
temperance question to 
the fact the liquor lobby’s 
“money ran out” and 
charged the former governor 
as “the rankest and boldest 
kind of hypocrite” who was 
“audacious and insolvent in 
his methods.” The Lexington 
Progress concluded by 
saying, “…at least Patterson 
is Patterson, whether he is 
sounding the depths and 
shoals of dishonor or riding 
the wave of respectability…”

Despite the campaigns 
of Congressmen McKellar 
and Sims, the Brownsville 
State-Graphic huffed the 
senatorial contest came 
down to Senator Lea and 
former governor Patterson. 
“The other two might 
as well be put in 100 to 
1 class right now.” The 
Trenton Herald-Democrat 
thought as the candidates 
were all Democrats and 
held many of the same 
views on issues, “Thus the 
matter decidedly hinges on 
‘personalities’.”

With the first primary 
a month away, the 
senatorial campaign 
heated up in October. 
Luke Lea’s Tennessean 
shamelessly promoted 
the senator’s candidacy, 
while gleefully publishing 
any scrap of a story that 
might be detrimental to his 
opponents. Congressman 
Thetus Sims, bitterly 
lamenting he had been 
in Congress far longer 
than Kenneth McKellar, 
withdrew from the race. 
The Tennessean thought 
there was an exodus from 
the McKellar camp to that 
of Malcolm Patterson. The 
Tennessean speculated 
Congressman Cordell Hull, 
who it believed was backing 
McKellar, had switched his 
allegiance to Patterson. The 
Tennessean noted Hull had 
dined with Patterson and 
had enjoyed coffee with 
the former governor in the 
Maxwell House Hotel.

McKellar campaigned 
relentlessly, stressing a 
theme neither Luke Lea nor 
Malcolm Patterson could 
argue with; the Memphis 
congressman pounded 

home the notion only he 
could run in the 1916 
general election as the 
nominee of a united party. 
Both Lea and Patterson 
were highly controversial 
and the Republicans were 
fielding their strongest 
candidate: former governor 
Ben W. Hooper. It was a 
powerful argument for many 
Tennessee Democrats, as 
Hopper had twice been 
elected governor and the 
nomination of either Lea 
or Patterson would likely 
bolster Hooper’s campaign. 
Lea and Pat terson 
concentrated their verbal 
barrages on one another, 
largely ignoring McKellar. 
Neither realized until 
too late the Memphis 
congressman’s campaign 
for the nomination was 
taking hold with voters. 
The results of the first 
primary stunned just about 
everybody.

Congressman K. D. 
McKellar ran first, carrying 
East and West Tennessee; 
former governor Malcolm 
Patterson carried Middle 
Tennessee, while Senator 
Luke Lea ran third. Lea, 
in spite of owning the 
Nashville Tennessean, ran 
behind Patterson in his 
native Middle Tennessee. 
Patterson and McKellar 
would face one another 
again in the December run-
off election. Lea, who had 
been elected to the Senate 
by the fusionist movement 
had difficulty in denying 
his own record as much as 
Malcolm Patterson could 
not escape his record as 
governor. An even greater 
tragedy befell Malcolm 
Patterson as the election 
approached when his 
son, Malcolm, died. Both 
McKellar and Senator Lea 
canceled their speaking 
engagements out of respect 
for the Patterson family. 
Evidently young Patterson 
had never fully recovered 
from his earlier surgery.

As the election returns 
trickled in, McKellar led 
Patterson by a vote of 
41,416 to 39,069. Luke 
Lea trailed with 32,348. 
Patterson had run third in 
East Tennessee, behind 
second-place finisher 
Luke Lea. McKellar 
carried Hamilton and Knox 
counties, while Patterson 
carried Luke Lea’s home 
county of Davidson. Both 
McKellar and Patterson 
lived in Shelby County, 
but McKellar won it 
overwhelmingly.

The run-off election 
was almost anti-climactic. 
Congressman McKellar 
decisively  defeated 
former governor Malcolm 
Patterson. McKellar swept 
every grand division of the 
state, winning East, Middle 
and West Tennessee. 
Patterson’s best showing 
came once again in Middle 
Tennessee, which he lost 
narrowly to McKellar. The 
Memphis congressman 
ran even better in East and 
West Tennessee, running 
ahead of the governor two-
to-one.

Malcolm Patterson’s 
quest for elective office and 
vindication had fallen short, 
but he was not done with 
politics.

Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Tennessee Governors & the 
Path to the US Senate, XII

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL COLLECTION

Governor Malcolm Rice Patterson of Tennessee, circa 1910
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Since people 
have been stuck 
at home during 
this pandemic, 
they’ve increased 
the number of 
photos of their 
garden plants. 
Everything from 
iris to dandelions 
to tomato plants 
have appeared on 
Facebook. A new group of 
“gentlemen” and “gen-
tlewoman” farmers has 
arisen. Don’t count on me 
to be one of them. 

I am not a vegetable gar-
dener. A couple of years 
ago, I did put some tomato 
plants out, just to see if 
they would grow. Other 
than that, tilling the soil, 
planting seeds, and reap-
ing the bounty has never 
been a favorite activity for 
me. When we were kids, 
our parents put out huge 
gardens. The entire back 
lot was plowed and filled 
with all sorts of things: 
string beans, potatoes, 
corn, peppers, onions, 
tomatoes, and bunch 
beans. We even had rows 
of strawberries.

Jim and I had our jobs 
for the garden. We were to 

go between rows 
and pull weeds. 
By the middle of 
the summer, the 
ground was as dry 
as a desert and 
as hard as con-
crete. We’d tug 
on the unwant-
ed plants, and if 
we didn’t get the 
roots out, Daddy 

would fuss. Instead of 
playing ball or riding bikes, 
we fried under the summer 
sun and “pulled weeds.”  

After beans were picked, 
we sat in the shade and 
broke them. Mother 
reminded us to get all the 
strings off, and we worked 
until our fingers were sore. 
She also cut corn from the 
cob, and one of us had 
to carry husks and cobs 
to the back of the yard 
for disposal. We swatted 
yellow jackets and bees 
that wanted some of the 
juices from the scraps. 

Hearing the neighbor-
hood rooster crow now 
reminds me of Daddy’s 
decision to raise chick-
ens. A building at the 
back of the yard was in 
place and he and Papaw 
Balch strung fence to keep 

chickens in and other crit-
ters out. As best I remem-
ber, 100 chickens moved 
in, and the “nasty” began. 

Oh sure, Mother gath-
ered eggs every day. How-
ever, the area was filled 
with poop, and the Banty 
roosters attacked anyone 
who dared enter their turf. 
I remember running from 
the little devils and being 
pecked enough times 
to be scared to death of 
them. The chicken house 
had a layer of dried stuff 
on the floor that had to 
be scraped, and doing so 
filled the air was with dust, 
feathers, and an ammonia 
smell that choked anyone 
who was sent there to 
clean up the place. 

Slowly, the chicken 
population thinned. Each 
Sunday, Daddy walked to 
the coop and chose a hen. 
He’d take it to the side yard 
and wring its neck, and, 
after it ran around head-
less for a while, he’d hang 
it on the clothesline so the 
blood drained. We ran to 
the field where the head 
had been thrown and gawk 
at the look on its face.

We even had a couple of 
calves in the back yard a 

few years later. An electric 
fence was erected, and 
the two animals grazed 
on grass, as well as feed 
and hay. We boys grew 
attached to the calves, 
something that should 
never happen. One day 
we came home, and they 
were gone. Daddy told us 
he traded them for their 
weight in meat. The freez-
er was stocked full of roast 
and hamburger, and even 
a few steaks. Little did we 
know that our meals were, 
in fact, the two calves we 
liked so much. 

No, I’m not about to set 
out a garden or raise half 
a dozen chickens. Some 
might think it’s cute, but 
I still have less than fond 
memories of those things. 
Playing in a garden is much 
different from depend-
ing upon one to feed a 
family. I’ll just say prayers 
of thanks over foods that 
grace our table and which 
have come from farmers’ 
markets or grocery stores. 
My energies will be direct-
ed to other activities. 

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Not a gentleman farmer

Virtual fundraiser 
to take place of 
annual prayer 

breakfast
Over the past sever-

al weeks, Emerald Youth 
Foundation’s leadership has 
been praying and seeking 
wisdom regarding the non-
profit’s annual prayer break-
fast originally scheduled for 
May 1. 

As ministry operations 
continue remotely and city 
families are served in unique 
ways, the public’s support 
is needed now more than 
ever. Rather than gather-
ing in person for the prayer 
breakfast, Emerald Youth is 
launching its “Imagine. Pray. 
Give.” campaign and invites 
the community’s participa-
tion April 27 – May 1.

Imagine. Continue to 
imagine with Emerald Youth 
that Knoxville can be the 
best place for all children 
to grow up and experience 
the full life Christ intend-
ed. Emerald Youth believes 
Knoxville can rise up for its 

most vulnerable and minis-
ter to the city’s already iso-
lated population. 

Pray. Emerald Youth asks 
the public to pray that God’s 
Kingdom come, and God’s 
will be done, “in Knoxville” 
as it is in heaven. During 
these unprecedented times, 
pray for the vulnerable chil-
dren and families Emerald 
serves, the Knoxville com-
munity at large, and the 
nation. 

Give. The public’s sup-
port is critical, and Emer-
ald Youth asks the commu-
nity to be a part of Kingdom 
work in Knoxville by giving to 
the ministry.

The “Imagine. Pray. Give.” 
campaign will include a vir-
tual prayer event Friday, 
May 1, at 8 a.m., on emer-
aldyouth.org and Emerald 
Youth’s Facebook and Twit-
ter platforms.

Donations can be made 
online now at emeraldy-
outh.org or mailed to: Emer-
ald Youth Foundation, 1014 
Heiskell Avenue, Knoxville, 
TN 37921.

Emerald Youth Launches 
‘Imagine. Pray. Give.’ 

Campaign

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Charles Lomax Jr. has an 
uplifting manner and a pro-
fessional friendliness that’s 
commendable. The Knox-
ville native who has both a 
master of divinity degree 
and a doctor of ministry 
degree is now serving as 
Knoxville’s director of com-
munity empowerment. 

As the director he han-
dles relations between the 
city and various depart-
ments and organizations. 
He oversees the Police 
Advisory and Review Com-
mittee, the Save our Sons 
program, Title VI and the 
Office of Neighborhoods.

The Knoxville Focus, 
always interested in shar-
ing information beyond 
a person’s public image, 
asked Lomax several ques-
tions. 

How is your position work-
ing for you?

I absolutely love what 
I have the opportunity to 
do day in and day out. I 
never would have foreseen 
myself being in this role a 
year ago while I was run-
ning for city council, but it 
is a privilege to serve the 
people of Knoxville and at 
the pleasure of Mayor Kin-
cannon.  

I have an amazing team 
of employees that work dili-
gently to make Knoxville a 
better place and their pas-
sion is contagious. It also 
helps that my two prede-
cessors, Avice Evans Reid 
and Thomas “Tank” Strick-
land, are on speed dial and 
still answer my phone calls. 

Tell us a bit about your 
family, where you were born, 
etc.

I was born here in Knox-
ville at UT Hospital in 

1982. I’m an only child 
and my parents and I lived 
with my maternal grand-
mother in East Knoxville 
until the early 1990s when 
we moved to West Knox-
ville. Currently I live in 
North Knoxville and abso-
lutely love my communi-
ty. I moved to Georgia in 
2007 to pursue my mas-
ter’s degree, but ultimate-
ly found my way back here. 
The majority of my family 
still calls Knoxville home. 

What are your hopes for the 
city or county?

My hope for Knoxville is 
that our city would continue 
to thrive economically and 
that we would, with inten-
tionality, embrace a true 
inclusive mindset creating a 
diversity of opportunity for 
everyone who calls Knox-
ville home. Additionally I 
hope that we begin to see 
and hear newer individuals 

entering the political arena 
with an unlimited supply of 
energy and ideas.

What is your main hobby or 
interest in your private life?

I enjoy watching sports 
and, of course, I’m a UT 
fan. I love music, listening 
and playing. I’m not partic-
ularly good at any of them 
but I play piano and organ, 
bass guitar, drums and the 
trumpet. 

What do you see as your 
main accomplishments in 
life?

Earning my doctorate 
from the Candler School of 
Theology at Emory Univer-
sity in Atlanta is definitely 
near the top of my list, but 
I’m most proud of being 
able to serve as the pastor 
at St. John Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Alcoa. 

How do you think other 
people see you?

I hope they see me as 

kind, thoughtful and trust-
worthy.

If you had to do one thing 
over in your life what would 
that be?

That’s a tough question. 

Not base so many deci-
sions on the perception or 
opinion of others. Life is 
too short not to be satisfied 
because you’re too busy 
trying to satisfy others.

Charles Lomax Jr.
Getting to know

Charles Lomax, Jr., is a rising star in Knoxville politics. 
The minister is now Knoxville’s Director of Community 
Empowerment. 

customers to make the world 
healthier, cleaner and safer.

“Our effort to support the 
response to COVID-19 is a great 
example of this in practice. We 
are a supplier of COVID-19 test 
kits. We are a supplier of prod-
ucts to companies develop-
ing anti virals and vaccines to 
treat COVID-19. We also dis-
tribute PPE to first responders 
and medical personnel fighting 
COVID-19.”

Sam Anderson, former Austin-
East football coach, also recent-
ly pointed out Lowery, a Tennes-
see Tech graduate, has created 
scholarships for students that 
graduate and go to college.

“In short, I have endowed 
two scholarships at Tech,” said 
Lowery. “One for a student 
from Austin-East and the other 
for a black male from the state 
of Tennessee. The A-E one is 
called the Lowery Award and 
the other one is the Chi Lambda 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Schol-
ars Award.

“Both were funded five years 
ago with an initial endowment 
commitment of $500K.”

A-E grad working to make world ‘healthier, cleaner and safer’
Cont. from page 1

Fred Lowery, a Austin-East High graduate, speaks to a group of employees at a scheduled Town Hall event on a recent visit to the Thermo Fisher 
Scientific site in Auburn, AL.
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By Steve Williams

Phil Garner grew up in the small 
town of Rutledge in Grainger 
County and with the high school 
there not having a football pro-
gram in the mid-1960s; his dad 
moved the family to Knoxville 
to improve his son’s chances of 
earning a college scholarship.

That move paid off big-time.
“My dad knew that I was a pretty 

good athlete and I wanted to play 
football,” recalled Garner recently 
from his home in Woodlands, Tex. 
“We couldn’t afford for me to go to 
college if I didn’t get a scholarship 
or I was going to have to go to work 
to help pay for it. So dad moved 
us to Knoxville after my sopho-
more year at Rutledge, giving me 
the opportunity to play football and 
get more exposure in baseball.”

Garner was Bearden’s starting 
quarterback in 1965 and 1966 and 
also played some in the defensive 
secondary, but it was in baseball 
that he earned a scholarship to the 
University of Tennessee and even-
tually a long career as a player and 
manager in major league baseball.

In the big leagues pretty much 
from 1973 through 2007, Garner 
didn’t have the opportunity to 
make many trips back to Bearden 
over the years, but his high school 
alma mater didn’t forget him, 

in fact it took great pride in his 
highly successful career and hon-
ored him by naming its base-
ball facility Phil Garner Ballpark.

“It was a really good feeling. 
I was flattered,” said Garner.

Six years ago, Bearden added 
a bronze bust of Garner to the 
front of its baseball facility and 
Phil was at the Bearden game 
when they dedicated the bust. He 
also watched the Bulldogs play 
a game at Alcoa on that trip.

“It was very enjoyable,” he said. 
“No, I don’t think anybody rec-
ognized me. I’ve got gray hair 
now and a gray mustache.

“I don’t look like I did in the base-
ball cards,” he added, laughing.

At Tennessee, Garner, who 
played second and third base, 
was a two-time All-SEC selection, 
the 1969 NCAA home run cham-
pion and a 1970 All-American.

Garner came back to UT in the 
offseason and earned his degree 
in Business Administration in 
1973 despite being a first-round 
draft pick of the Oakland Athlet-
ics in 1971. His jersey number 
18 was retired by UT in 2009.

Phil was a three-time All-Star in 
the majors as he played for Oak-
land, Pittsburgh, Houston, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. That 
included the 1979 World Series 

when he hit .500 (12-for-24) and 
helped lead the Pirates to the title.

Garner was known as “Scrap 
Iron” in his playing days and 
shared how that came about.

“There are two versions to 
that story. When I got traded to 
the Pirates from Oakland, Hall 
of Fame announcer Milo Ham-
ilton interviewed Willie Stargell 
and asked him about me.

“Stargell answered, ‘Well, he’s 
a little feller and he’s tough and 
he’ll compete. He’s like an old 
piece of scrap metal. You know, 
you can bend him and beat on him, 
but you can’t break him. And Milo 
responded, ‘Well, Scrap Iron then. 
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By Ken Lay

The coronavirus pan-
demic forced Braden 
Gaston to take a bit 
of a leap of faith.

And that has landed 
him on the track team 
at Tennessee Wes-
leyan University.

Gaston, a senior at Cen-
tral High School, signed 
his National Letter of 
Intent to run hurdles 
and compete in the long 
jump for the Bulldogs.

Gaston, who also played 
football in Fountain City 
and was part of back-
to-back Class 5A State 
Championship teams 
for the Bobcats in 2018 
and 2019, signed to 
attend school in Athens 
on Monday, April 20.

But he never made 
a recruiting visit to the 
school. But he has faith in 
the Tennessee Wesleyan 

coaching staff and a 
former Central High track 
and field teammate.

“I liked the coaches. 
They have a great vision 
for the program,” said 
Gaston, who will enter 
college as an unde-
clared major. “I was 
being recruited as a hur-
dler but I will also com-
pete in the long jump.

“I never made a visit 
down there but I figured 
I’d give it a try. I have a 
guy who was my team-
mate at Central last year, 
Trafton Garner, and he 
told me that it would 
be a good fit there and 
that I would enjoy the 
experience there.”

Despite never making 
a visit to the school 
in Southeast Tennes-
see, Gaston said that he 
knew that the campus 
and class sizes were 

small and that was a 
factor in his decision.

“I knew what it 
was all about down 
there,” Gaston said.

He also noted that it will 
be nice to attend school 
relatively close to home.

“I was willing to go far 
away and this was a late 
decision that I made in the 
end,” Gaston said. “This 
is my first year of college 
and it is close to home,”

Central, like all high 
schools in Knox County, 
makes an event of a col-
lege signing days, but 
due to current circum-
stances, Gaston’s sign-
ing ceremony was a 
small one but that didn’t 
temper his excitement.

“I’m excited,” he said. 
“This is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.”

Central’s Gaston signs to run track for Tennessee Wesleyan

Central High School track athlete  Braden Gaston signed his National Letter of Intent to 
compete for Tennessee Wesleyan last week. Pictured with Gaston is Bulldogs’ track coach 
Sam Roberts. Photo submitted.

‘Scrap Iron’ Phil Garner made Bearden proud

Bearden High product Phil Garner made his debut in the 
big leagues in the early 1970s with the Oakland Athletics.

SPECIAL NAMES 
IN SPECIAL 

PLACES
Bearden High School has 12 

athletic facilities on campus that 
are named after people who have 
meant a lot to the Bulldogs and 
Lady Bulldogs sports programs.

This week the Focus recognizes:
Phil Garner Ballpark (baseball)
Jim Smelcher Athletic Complex
Jim Bruner Practice Field
Kim Hazelwood Field (softball)
Jack Tate Field House and 
Hitting Facility (baseball)
Heins Family Golf Facility
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      
       
       
      
     
       


•     
•    
•     
•    
•   
•   
•       
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That’s who he’ll be.’
“Milo started that 

moniker and of course 
the great Dave Parker 
I played with at Pitts-
burgh had another ver-
sion,” added Garner. “He 
said the reason they call 
me Scrap Iron is because 
every time the ball hit 
my glove, the ball sound-
ed like it was hitting the 
lid of a garbage can.

“Version one is 
a true story.”

Obviously, Parker 
and Garner liked to 
pick on each other.

“Dave was 6-7 and a 
gift to the Planet Athlete 
and we had a wonder-
ful five years together,” 
said Garner. “But most 
of it, you would thought 
we were dead enemies 
because of the barbs 
that would go back and 
forth among us every 
day. Guys would come 
to clubhouse early just 
to listen and see what 
Dave and I were going to 
do. It was unbelievable.

“Oh, yeah, I got my 
shots in. And thank God 
Dave was a gentle giant 
because he would have 

killed me with one swipe 
of his big ole paws.”

Garner, who went on 
to manage Milwaukee 
(1992-99), Detroit (2000-
02) and Houston (2004-
07), now has a recre-
ational ranch in Texas.

“We have some hay 
meadows,” he said. “We 
like to hunt and fish. 
There are several lakes 
on it, and it reminds me 
of East Tennessee with 
the rolling hills on it.”

Garner said he didn’t 
always want to be a 
manager, but he kept 
his options open.

“I started doing clin-
ics and teaching kids. As 
I progressed in baseball, 
I thought I might want 
to be a general manag-
er and the guy who ran 
the club in the business 
part of the game.

“When I got 
closer to the end 
of my career, I real-
ized I was going to 
have the oppor-
tunity to coach 
and then manage. 
I really felt like 
that was more 
of my calling.”

‘Scrap Iron’ Phil Garner made Bearden proud

By Steve Williams

When an ath-
letic complex to 
house the football 
program was built 
at Bearden, it was 
named the Jim 
Smelcher Athletic 
Complex after a 
recommendation 
by longtime BHS 
athletics donor 
Jim Bruner.

Smelcher had 
been athletic 
director and head 
football coach 
at Bearden from 
1964 until 1973. His overall 
record was 52-39-3.

“We won the KIL champion-
ship three or four times and 
won the last Optimist Bowl that 
was played in 1968 (before the 
state playoffs and classifica-
tion system),” recalled Smelcher 
recently. “Doyle was undefeated 
and we were 9-1.”

Bobby Gordon was Doyle’s 
head coach and he and Smelcher 
had been teammates at Tennes-
see.

“Bobby came 
down to the school 
on Wednesday the 
week before the 
game and said, 
‘Jim, I hate to tell 
you, but we’re going 
to beat the hell out 
of you,’ excuse my 
language,” said 
Smelcher. “I said 
that’s okay Bob. 
We’re going to 
show up.

“Anyway, we beat 
them bad. They 
only crossed the 
50-yard line one 

time in the game.”
In 1965 and 1966, Phil Garner 

was Smelcher’s starting quarter-
back. “He was a heck of a com-
petitor,” said Jim.

Smelcher was only 36 when he 
made a career change and left 
Bearden. “The reason I got out 
of coaching was I had four kids,” 
he said. “I was one of the high-
est paid coaches in the state and 
making $16,000. I was borrow-
ing from Peter to pay Paul every 
year.”

Jim was approached to enter 
the insurance business.

“The first sell I made I made 
$9,000,” he said. “That was when 
I was still finishing my time at 
Bearden. I went to the principal 
and told him I was resigning.”

Smelcher was a two-time All-
Stater at Lake City High and 
played offensive tackle and 
defensive guard at UT (1955-
58). “Back then, you played all 
the time,” he pointed out.

Now 85, Smelcher continues to 
work in his insurance business, 
and still gets visits and calls from 
some of his former players, which 
he appreciates and enjoys.

 
JIM BRUNER PRACTICE FIELD
Jim Bruner played football and 

baseball at Bearden, graduating 
in 1967.  He has been a very gen-
erous donor to athletic facilities 
at BHS.

The Jim Bruner Practice Field 
was added to the campus in 
2010. It borders the school’s ath-
letic complex and football field.

In 2014, Bearden’s baseball 
facilities underwent a major 
upgrade. With the help of the very 

generous Bruner, Bearden con-
structed a brand new, state of the 
art press box and concessions 
facility, new bleachers and seat-
ing area, and a concourse unlike 
any other in high school baseball.

 
KIM HAZELWOOD FIELD
The Bearden High softball field 

is named after Kim Hazelwood.
“Under her guidance, we got it 

going,” said Mark Blevins, former 
Bearden softball coach and long-
time boys basketball coach.

For years, Bearden softball had 
been played at Rocky Hill Park.

Hazelwood was the Boosters 
Club president and her daugh-
ter, Mary Beth, was an outstand-
ing player on the team who later 
signed with East Tennessee 
State University.

Hazelwood was instrumental 
in getting the softball field and 
lights on campus.

“She was a real sweetheart 
and her husband was great,” said 
Blevins. “Mary Beth was one of 
the best players we had in school 
history.

“Kim did everything she could 
to get that field going.”

Hazelwood also was a secre-
tary in the guidance office.

 
JACK TATE FIELD HOUSE
Major renovations at Phil 

Garner Ballpark in 2014 includ-
ed a new five-cage hitting facility 
attached to the right field fence 
that was named in honor of long-
time Bulldogs baseball coach 
Jack Tate in 2017.

The overall 2014 renovations 
have made Phil Garner Ballpark 
one of the finest high school facil-
ities in the state.

Tate coached baseball at 
Bearden for 35 years – three sea-
sons as head coach and 32 sea-
sons as an assistant.

In 2012, Tate’s Bulldogs were 
Class AAA state runners-up and 
32-14 overall.

 
HEINS FAMILY GOLF FACILITY
The Bearden golf facility is 

named after Bearden grads 
Buddy and John Heins and their 
parents. Buddy graduated in 
1978 and John in the mid-1980s.

The on-campus golf facility 
includes putting greens and sand 
traps.

Smelcher served nine years as BHS football coach and AD

Phil Garner Field was renamed Phil Garner 
Ballpark in 2014 and a bronze bust of the 
former major league player and manager who 
played high school ball at Bearden made a nice 
addition to the BHS baseball facility. Phil Garner 
Ballpark is among a dozen athletic facilities on 
the campus. Photos by Steve Williams. 

Jim Smelcher made his 
mark on Bearden athletics 
as a head football coach 
and AD before entering 
the insurance business.
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If you’re looking for fun 
things to learn or do while 
you’re at home, Ijams Nature 
Center is here to help.

While the Ijams Visitor 
Center has closed and all 
programs have been can-
celed in response to COVID-
19, the staff continues to 
share educational resourc-
es and information to edu-
cate, inform and inspire.

The nature center has 
launched a new Ijams 
E-Learning Station on its 
website. The new page fea-
tures a variety of scavenger 

hunts for kids, tips on com-
posting or creating pollina-
tor gardens, and more.

“A lot of things are uncer-
tain right now, but Ijams 
Nature Center is here for 
you,” Ijams Executive Direc-
tor Amber Parker said. 
“While we can’t be togeth-
er in person, we still can 
connect as a communi-
ty and share the wonders 
of the natural world.”

Ijams will continue to add 
new information to the page, 
located at https://www.
ijams.org/ijams-e-learning. 

The staff also is sharing 
ways to engage with and 
learn about nature on Ijams’ 
Facebook (@ijamsnature-
center) and Instagram (@
ijamsnaturecenter) pages.

“Nature is amazing, and 
technology is a great way 
to share it,” Parker said. 
“The staff has been work-
ing on short videos to teach 
people about invasive spe-
cies removal, share river 
cleanup triumphs, and 
inspire the artist in everyone.

“You’ll find posts about 
fungi, frogs and flowers, and 

we hope followers will share 
what they discover too,” she 
said. “Inspiration awaits us 
in the nature of this moment. 
Let’s experience it together.”

With no program or event 
revenue for the foresee-
able future, Parker said the 
nature center would appreci-
ate donations of any amount 
to help bridge the gap.

“Several people already 
have donated to help during 
this pandemic, and that 
means the world,” Parker 
said. “The staff is working 

Ijams Offers Online Options for At-Home Fun, Learning

By Ken Lay

The pandemic hasn’t stopped area 
high school student-athletes from final-
izing their college plans and seven 
from Carter High School officially com-
mitted recently.

Jordan Heifner and Evie DiPetro from 
the Lady Hornets basketball team, 
which won the Region 2-AA Champi-
onship in March, are now signed along 
with boys hoops star Ty Hurst.

Heifner will enroll at Bryan College 
in the fall while DiPetro will play for 
Furman. Hurst will head to UNC-Pem-
broke.

Football player Austin Ramsey will 
continue his athletic and academic 
endeavors at Union College.

Soccer player Isaac Hooks will move 
on to the University of the Cumber-
lands in Williamsburg, Kentucky.

Softball player Hannah Branam will 
play at Columbia State Community Col-
lege.

Annie Rimmer, a top area high 
school swimmer will stay in the Knox-
ville area and compete for the Univer-
sity of Tennessee.

By Ken Lay

The COVID-19 pandemic recently 
caused the high school spring sports 
season to be cancelled and it’s also 
caused other school activities to stop.

Among the casualties are tra-
ditional signing ceremonies. But 
student-athletes are still finaliz-
ing their respective college plans.

Six athletes from Knoxville Catho-
lic High School have officially chosen 
where they will continue their academ-
ic and athletic endeavors in the fall.

Among the Irish and Lady Irish 
athletes to finalize their college 
plans are two baseball players, a 
girls soccer player, who help Catho-
lic advance to the State Final Four 
in Murfreesboro last fall, a foot-
ball player, a tennis player and a 
lacrosse player for the Lady Irish.

Baseball players Nick Harpst 
and Major Hollin announced their 
decisions and both will remain 
relatively close to home.

Harpst will play at Walters 
State Community College while 
Hollin will play at Maryville Col-
lege in the spring of 2021.

Lady Irish soccer player Annal-
ise Weedman has signed 
with Centre College.

Davis Clem, a tennis player for 
the Irish, will attend Savannah Col-
lege of Art and Design in Georgia.

Catholic’s Anika Van Buskirk 
will play lacrosse at Erskine Col-
lege in Due West, South Carolina.

Football player Cody Duncan will 
head to Blacksburg to play foot-
ball at Virginia Tech. He will enter 
the tradition-rich Hokies’ pro-
gram as a preferred walk-on.

The Carter Lady Hornets recently won the Region 2-AA Championship. Two players 
from that squad. Jordan Heifner (center, 13) and Evie DiPetro, recently signed National 
Letters of Intent to play in collage. Heifner will attend Bryan College and DiPetro (1) 
will play for Furman.

Six Catholic 
High seniors 

finalize 
college 
plans

Seven Carter student-athletes 
finalize college plans



PAGE B4	 The Knoxville Focus	       April 27, 2020

Cont. from page 3

By Mark Nagi

It’s no secret that 
COVID-19 has had a 
huge effect on the daily 
lives of all Americans.  
The way we shop, the 
way we travel, the way 
we work… nothing is 
normal these days.

It got me thinking 
about what this ordeal 
has meant to high 
school athletes.  They 
spend years practicing 
and training while play-
ing the sports they love. 
For most of them, high 
school is their athletic 
pinnacle. Many of these 
kids dream of playing for 
a state championship. In 
the spring, that means 
tennis, golf, baseball, 
softball and soccer at the 
Spring Fling in Murfrees-
boro, which has become 
one of our state’s best 
events.  And I’m not just 
talking about sports.  
The city welcomes fami-
lies for a few days each 
May.  It feels like every 
hundred yards there is 
a game being played.  

Each spring I am lucky 
enough to do play by 
play for the boys’ soccer 
championships.  I look 
forward to it every year.  
But in mid-April, Gover-
nor Bill Lee announced 
that due to COVID-
19 concerns, school 
would be canceled for 
the remainder of the 
semester. This made 
spring sports a casu-
alty. It also meant that 

the remaining basket-
ball championship games 
would not be played.

In a statement 
released by the TSSAA, 
the organization 
expressed its sadness 
at those developments. 
“To our senior partici-
pants - we thank you 
for everything you have 
done for your schools 
and communities and 
wish you the very best in 
your bright futures. This 
is difficult, but the les-
sons you’ve learned and 
friendships you’ve made 
through high school 
activities will last your 
lifetime. We look forward 
to the resumption of high 
school athletics during 
the 2020-21 school 
year and will continue 
work on those events 
at this time. The TSSAA 
thanks everyone involved 
for their patience and 
understanding through-
out this process.”

That decision was 
not taken lightly. And 
the statewide mandate 
kind of took the call 
out of the hands of the 
TSSAA.  But they were 
doing all they could to 
play those games. It just 
wasn’t meant to be.

When I was in high 
school, I played soccer 
and ran track. I was 
decent at soccer.  Track? 
Not so much. But it 
would have devastat-
ed me to not have the 
opportunity to play 

those sports.  High 
school is such a short 
period of our lives. It’s a 
shame that these kids 
won’t have the chance 
to play this year.

But the message for 
today’s high school ath-
letes should be that even 
though the spring season 
is lost, that doesn’t mean 
that the lessons they 
have learned along the 
way are gone. Through 
sports, they work with 
others to achieve a 
goal.  That’s the type of 
thing that will help them 
throughout their lives 
when their days of lacing 
up cleats are done.

For the seniors, we 
know that this isn’t the 
way that you wanted 
things to end. But having 
no sports in spring 2019 
doesn’t mean that your 
memories are deleted. 

It doesn’t mean that the 
friendships you’ve made 
along the way are gone.

Life is a journey, and 
while it might feel like 
you are missing out, 
you’ll learn as you get 
older that the journey is 
the most important thing. 
It might not feel like it, 
but we’ve got your back.

For now, we all just 
need to do all we can to 
stay safe, stay healthy, 
follow guidelines, and 
hope that those mea-
sures will bring the 
sports we love back to 
us sooner than later.

Mark Nagi is the 
author of “Decade of 
Dysfunction,” which 
takes an up-close look 
at Tennessee’s crazy 
coaching search in 
2017. The book is avail-
able on Amazon. 

A shout out for high 
school athletes

Column by Karissa Niehoff, 
Executive Director of the 
National Federation of State 
High School Associations and 
Bernard Childress, Executive 
Director of the Tennessee 
Secondary School Athletic 
Association.

Have you ever wondered 
what life would be like with-
out sports?    

Now we know. And it isn’t 
fun. No NCAA basketball 
tournament. No tradition-
al Major League Baseball 
Opening Days. No profes-
sional basketball or hockey 
playoffs. No Little League 
or youth soccer. The 
Summer Olympics have 
been delayed for at least 
a year. And the list of com-
munity cancellations and 
postponements is nearly 
endless.  

If you’re a high school 
sports fan, the disappoint-
ment runs even deeper, 
and it strikes much closer 
to home. The interruption 
of school has played havoc 
with the spring sports 
season here in Tennessee. 
Months of expectation and 
intense training appear to 
have been wasted for hun-
dreds of high school sports 
teams. And depending 
where you live, the dream 
of scoring a decisive victo-
ry over an archrival or com-
peting for a state champi-
onship has either been put 
on hold or permanently sur-
rendered. 

It’s “wait ‘til next year” 
for freshmen, sophomores 
and juniors. But for most 
of the high school seniors 
who participate in a spring 
sport, this is more than a 
lost season. It’s the end 
of an active sports career. 
The NCAA estimates that, 
depending on the sport, 
only about three percent of 
all high school athletes go 
on to play a sport in college. 

The senior first baseman 
who picked up his first bat 
when he was five years old 
will never have the opportu-
nity to swing at an 82 mile 
an hour fastball again. The 

champion runner who has 
diligently trained to shat-
ter the high school state 
record may never compete 
in the 800 again. The young 
woman who was elected 
captain of her tennis team 
will never know how deep 
into the tournament her 
squad could have gone. 

But here’s what will 
happen, and it’s signifi-
cant. That same first base-
man has learned that base-
ball is about far more than 
trying to hit a ball with a 
stick; it’s about a group 
of young men from vastly 
different backgrounds 
coming together as a team. 
The sprinter has discov-
ered that if a person has 
enough determination, bar-
riers once thought impos-
sible can be broken. And 
the captain of the tennis 
team will take the leader-
ship skills she’s learned as 
a student-athlete and apply 
them to everything she 
does for the rest of her life. 

Their seasons—indeed, 
their athletic careers—may 
be over, but the character 
those senior athletes have 
developed because they 
participated in education-
based high school sports 
lives on. It will encourage, 
guide and positively influ-
ence communities here in 
Tennessee for the next gen-
eration and beyond.    

High school seniors, 
thank you for the contribu-
tion you have made to your 
team, your school and your 
community. And thank you 
for the shared sacrifice you 
are making right now. 

As Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. once said, “Intelligence 
plus character—that is the 
goal of true education.” To 
those TSSAA student-ath-
letes who graduate this 
spring, you may have lost 
your senior sports season, 
but you have gained both 
intelligence and character 
because you participated 
in high school athletics. 
Best wishes for continued 
growth and success.

Despite 
circumstances, 

lessons from athletic 
participation endure
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remotely to the extent 
possible, and the natural 
resource and river teams 
continue to maintain the 
grounds and clean up the 
river. Supporting Ijams 
now can help sustain 
the nature center until 
Ijams is able to resume 
regular operations.”

Ijams Nature Center is a 
nonprofit, 315-acre educa-
tional nature center for all 
ages, abilities and walks 
of life. Ijams’ mission is to 
encourage stewardship of 
the natural world by pro-
viding an urban greens-
pace for people to learn 
about and enjoy the out-
doors through engaging 
experiences. Located just 
three miles from down-
town Knoxville, Ijams fea-
tures 12 miles of hiking 
and mixed-use trails, a 
public access river dock, 
swimming, boating, biking 
and more. The center 
offers hundreds of educa-
tional programs annually, 

from school field trips and 
off-site programs to on-
site outdoor and class-
room education programs 
that focus on topics from 
birding and wildflow-
ers to yoga hikes, cook-
ing classes and art pro-
grams. The Ijams grounds 
and trails are open every 
day from 8 a.m. until 
dusk. For more informa-
tion, visit Ijams.org.

Ijams Offers Online 
Options for At-Home 

Fun, Learning
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Skeptic or Cynic?
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By Mark 
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I have to admit that the 
more I listen to “experts” 
the more confused I 
become. As a citizen and 
physician, I believe it is my 
duty to stay informed. So, 
I read widely.  And I watch 
the daily White House Coro-
navirus Task Force brief-
ings. 

Admittedly, I have an 
a priori bias. We all do - 
at least those who have 
a mind. I am a conserva-
tive, but I regularly read so-
called liberal websites and 
watch Democrat-progres-
sive media. Though I dis-
agree with much of their 
philosophies, I believe they 
have a right to speak. It is 
disturbing that these basic 
American civil liberties are 
being eroded under the 
guise of political correct-
ness and hate-speech. And 
now we are confronted with 
demands for conformity of 
behavior by the dictates of 
some governors, mayors 
and politicos. 

A German philosopher by 
the name of Hegel came 

up with what we now call 
the Hegelian dialectic. 
In Hegel’s idea of a “con-
versation,” one side pres-
ents a thesis or position. 
Then, another challeng-
es or counters the thesis 
with an antithesis. The two 
sides go back and forth and 
finally come to a synthesis. 
This dialogue is only pos-
sible when the two sides 
have a mutual respect for 
each other. Unfortunately, 
respect is often absent in 
the current American envi-
ronment. 

Admittedly, I’ve become 
a skeptic as I’ve aged and 
experienced life, yet I’m 
still willing to listen where 
a cynic is not. I’ve written 
of James Fowler’s stages of 
development. Children are 
mightily influenced by par-
ents. Later, they increas-
ingly discover the outside 
world and realize their par-
ents are not gods. In the 
teenage years the group-
think of peers and teachers 
assume Olympian impor-
tance. In the twenties, 

thirties and forties people 
discover their own truths 
through trials and tribula-
tions. Finally, most achieve 
a level of sophistication 
where reason and toler-
ance provide balance to 
emotion and propaganda. 
Rare people achieve the 
“sixth stage” of enlighten-
ment where selflessness is 
operative.

In the quest of truth, 
John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, said scripture 
should be sifted through 
experience, tradition and 
reason. I believe Wesley’s 
quadrilateral should be 
applied to all aspects of 
life.

As a result, I now 
approach everything I hear 
and see with a measure of 
skepticism. I retain an open 
mind, so I will listen. But 
then I form my own opin-
ion driven by conscience, 
experience, tradition and 
reason. 

I no longer have a juve-
nile mindset and I resent 
being told what to do, espe-
cially when dictates vio-
late the Constitution. As 
an example, the governor 
of New Jersey admitted he 
didn’t consider the First 
Amendment in his corona-
virus dictates, nor have the 
governors of Michigan, Cali-
fornia and lots of mayors.

A cynic is someone who 
no longer considers the 
perspectives of others 
and is so self-righteous 
that they are lost to reason 

and, apparently, The Con-
stitution. While I believe 
Typhoid Marys do not have 
the right to harm others, 
locking everyone up in 
their homes rather than T. 
Mary is illogical and a vio-
lation of the rights of free 
men. But I suspect these 
nascent totalitarian offi-
cials are not stupid. They’re 
just using the crisis to gain 
more power.  

Apparently, these dic-
tatorial functionaries do 
not understand “guide-
lines.” As our civic duty, my 
family has been following 
the president’s guidelines 
and has been sheltering in 
place for almost forty days 
and nights. (The biblical 
number 40 is often sym-
bolic for a “long time,” but 
for us it’s real.) We will con-
tinue to be cautious, avoid 
crowds and use sanitiz-
ers. But I believe it is time 
to renounce fear and live 
again. 

A friend of mine recent-
ly challenged me with the 
notion of an “essential” 
job. Though I understand 
the military is essential, 
as are truckers and medi-
cal folks, my friend opined 
that all jobs are essential 
in a viable economy and 
country. Her reasoned per-
spective changed mine. I 
told her she should explain 
this to the governors and 
mayors mentioned above. 
We should remain care-
ful, but Boo Radley must 
come out (as in “To Kill a 

Mockingbird”). 
One of my many informa-

tion sources is the alterna-
tive media of talk radio. I 
heard an interesting inter-
view of three millennials 
in their twenties regard-
ing the coronavirus crisis. 
The youngest was focused 
on health after a friend’s 
grandfather died of COVID-
19. Another, a bit older, was 
focused on recent gradu-
ates with debt who won’t 
be able to get a job. The 
last was bummed out that 
sports were cancelled. 
Personally, I worry about 
my children and grandchil-
dren’s future more than my 
own.

I heard another interview 
with the noted UT econo-
mist Bill Fox. He said the 
recovery of our country and 
economy will depend on 
you and me, the consum-
er. Well said, professor. 

I often reflect on our 
crisis and what the country 
should do. We shut down 
the economy and retreated 
to our caves on the basis of 
other countries’ experience 
with COVID-19 and disease 
projection models. These 
models have been repeat-
edly wrong. Our leaders 
told us we must all go into 
quarantine for protection 
and to avoid overwhelm-
ing the healthcare system. 
We can debate wheth-
er that was what should 
have been done. Howev-
er, we now know that the 
greatest risk of serious 

illness with coronavirus is 
in older people and espe-
cially those with hyperten-
sion, diabetes and obesity. 
The issue is now whether 
we should protect those 
at risk from death and set 
the rest of the country free. 
Sweden has taken this 
approach and it appears 
to have been successful.

I have worked all my life 
and lived frugally, so the 
Chinese Communist Plague 
has been less impactful for 
me than many others. Pro-
tests are rising as jobs dis-
appear and savings are 
exhausted. The govern-
ment cannot print enough 
money to make up the dif-
ference for a suspended 
twenty-two trillion-dollar 
economy. (I guarantee Con-
gress, government work-
ers and the media are still 
drawing paychecks.) 

It is time to choose live-
lihood by taking some 
risks. I am in a higher risk 
group because of my age 
and hypertension. Going 
forward, I should be even 
more careful than the gen-
eral population. I accept 
the risk for my children’s 
future. 

Governor Lee and Mayors 
Jacobs and Kincannon, 
we must open up, sooner 
than later. Let the American 
people choose their degree 
of risk and necessity. 

Self-pity is a 
very real emo-
tion that many 
people deal with.  
It is brought on by 
bad things that 
happen in life.  It 
might be COVID-
19, a broken arm, 
cancer, death, 
a divorce, or job 
loss.  The treat-
ment is often the 
same: well-mean-
ing friends treat us with 
pity.  They ache with us, 
weep with us, and help 
us.  Most of the time the 
intended result works.  
Friends pick us up and 
healing occurs.  But some-
times, the sudden flow of 
love feels so good that 
we keep coming back for 

more.  With time, 
we can become 
“pity junkies.”  
Helpers become 
enablers.  We 
begin to stop 
taking responsi-
bility and even 
blame others for 
our problems.  
We complain and 
the pit is the end 
result of self-pity.

It is not easy 
to help someone impris-
oned by self-pity.  What 
would Jesus say to some-
one who lived this way?  
Well, thankfully we have an 
example for us recorded in 
John 5:1-15. Here we read 
the story of man who for 
thirty-eight years was an 
invalid.  His life consisted 

of begging.  Each day he 
would be carried to the 
pool in hopes that some-
one might help him into 
the pool for healing when 
the water was stirred. This 
pool was in Jerusalem, 
just north of the Temple 
Mount area.  The water 
would periodically ripple 
because of an under-
ground spring.  Someone 
at some point who had a 
disease was in the water 
when this happened and 
claimed it healed them of 
their infirmity.  The news 
of the miracle spread 
throughout the city and 
countryside, and this ordi-
nary pool became a Mecca 
for the infirmed. Five porti-
cos were even built so the 
sick could stay out of the 

sun as they waited for the 
stirring of the waters.  

What a sight this must 
have been, a pitiful sight 
of broken humanity. The 
first question Jesus asks 
the man is, “Do you want 
to get well?”  Here is a man 
who has been crippled 
for thirty-eight years and 
Jesus has the nerve to ask 
this ridiculous question.  
Jesus asks this question 
from all of us.  For many, 
we are comfortable right 
where we are.  As humans, 
we don’t like change.  We 
say we want to be healed, 
but in our hearts we really 
don’t, because it will mean 
new responsibilities. For 
many years this guy has 
convinced himself that 
he would never get better.  

He had become used to a 
life of begging, complain-
ing, and pity hunting.  As 
the man lay by the pool, 
all of his needs were met.  
His cup gathered enough 
coins to buy daily bread 
and beans.  Everyone felt 
sorry for him.  With a heal-
ing, greater responsibili-
ties would come for him.  
Perhaps it is time to get off 
the mat and walk.  Jesus 
is ready to touch your 
life, but he can’t help us 
if we are happy the way 
we are.  What is the cure?  
To get rid of the “self” in 
pity.  Jesus said, “Whoev-
er would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever would 
lose his own life for me will 
find it” (Matthew 16:25).  
We cannot feel sorry for 

ourselves if there is no self 
to feel sorry for.

This healing is show-
ing that new creation is 
breaking into this present 
old world.  When Jesus 
told the man to “get up” in 
verse 8, this is the same 
word the New Testament 
regularly used to describe 
the resurrection.  Jesus 
is bringing in new life, a 
new creation.  Jesus was 
giving this man a new life.  
Sadly, some people are not 
ready for new creation, for 
the living Word of God to 
come to them.  They are 
happy right where they are, 
even if they are crippled.  
Let us welcome the new 
creation God wants to do 
in our lives. 

The Pity Pool
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FORECLOSURE 
NOTICES

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE SALE
Default having been made in the terms, 

conditions, and payments provided in a certain 
Deed of Trust dated November 15, 1995, 
executed by John N. Higdon, unmarried, to 
Michael L. Powell as Trustee for the benefit of 
SunTrust Bank East Tennessee NA, of record in 
Book 3049, Page 233 in the Register’s Office for 
Knox County, Tennessee, conveying certain real 
property therein described, and Edward D. Russell 
of The SR Law Group, having been appointed as 
Substitute Trustee of record at Instrument No. 
202004060066490 in the Register’s Office for 
Knox County, Tennessee;  

 WHEREAS, the said Deed of Trust was 
last assigned to U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE OF CHALET SERIES 
IV TRUST, by SN Servicing Corporation, its 
attorney in fact, the entire indebtedness having 
been declared due and payable and U.S. BANK 
TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
OF CHALET SERIES IV TRUST, by SN Servicing 
Corporation, its attorney in fact having requested 
foreclosure proceedings to be instituted; and as 
provided in said Deed of Trust, Edward D. Russell 
of The SR Law Group, will by virtue of the power 
and authority vested as Substitute Trustee, on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
at the front door of the City County Building, 
400 Main Ave., Knoxville, TN 37902, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, free from the equity of 
redemption, homestead, and dower, and all other 
exemptions which are expressly waived, and 
subject to any unpaid taxes, if any, the following 
described property as follows, to wit: 

SITUATED in District No. Six (6) of Knox 
County, Tennessee, and without the corporate 
limits of the City of Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
being known and designated as all of Lot 21, 
FOX FIRE SUBDIVISION, as shown on the map of 
the same of record in Map Book 59-S, Page 14, 
Knox County, Tennessee, to which map specific 
reference is hereby made for a more particular 
description and according to the survey of Kenneth 
D. Church, Surveyor, dated November 13, 1995, 
bearing Work Order #95-11-20.

Map-Parcel No. 6W-145PD-021
Commonly Known Address: 1716 Capistrano 

Drive, Knoxville, TN 37922
THE SALE OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 

IS WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND AND 
IS FURTHER SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF ANY 
TENANT(S) OR OTHER PARTIES OR ENTITIES 
IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY. ANY 
REPRESENTATION CONCERNING ANY ASPECT 
OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY BY A THIRD PARTY 
IS NOT THE REPRESENTATION/RESPONSIBILITY 
OF TRUSTEE(S)/ SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S) OR 
THEIR OFFICE.

 THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID 
TAXES, IF ANY, ANY PRIOR LIENS OR 
ENCUMBRANCES, LEASES, EASEMENTS AND 
ALL OTHER MATTERS WHICH TAKE PRIORITY 
OVER THE DEED OF TRUST UNDER WHICH 
THIS FORECLOSURE SALE IS CONDUCTED, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE 
PRIORITY OF ANY FIXTURE FILING. IF THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY/INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE, THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, OR THE STATE 
OF TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT ARE LISTED AS 
INTERESTED PARTIES IN THE ADVERTISEMENT, 
THEN THE NOTICE OF THIS FORECLOSURE IS 
BEING GIVEN TO THEM, AND THE SALE WILL BE 
SUBJECT TO THE APPLICABLE GOVERNMENTAL 
ENTITIES RIGHT TO REDEEM THE PROPERTY, 
ALL AS REQUIRED BY 26 U.S.C. 7425 AND 
T.C.A. 67-1-1433. THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 
OF T.C.A. 35-5-101 ET SEQ. HAVE BEEN MET.

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN 
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER DAY, 
TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER 
PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE 
TIME AND PLACE FOR THE SALE SET FORTH 
ABOVE. THE TRUSTEE/SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE 
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RESCIND THE SALE. 

IF YOU PURCHASE A PROPERTY AT THE 
FORECLOSURE SALE, THE ENTIRE PURCHASE 
PRICE IS DUE AND PAYABLE AT THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE AUCTION IN THE FORM 
OF A CERTIFIED/BANK CHECK MADE PAYABLE 
TO OR ENDORSED TO THE SR LAW GROUP. NO 
PERSONAL CHECKS WILL BE ACCEPTED. TO 
THIS END, YOU MUST BRING SUFFICIENT FUNDS 
TO OUTBID THE LENDER AND ANY OTHER 
BIDDERS. INSUFFICIENT FUNDS WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. AMOUNTS RECEIVED IN EXCESS OF 
THE WINNING BID WILL BE REFUNDED TO THE 
SUCCESSFUL PURCHASER AT THE TIME THE 
FORECLOSURE DEED IS DELIVERED. 

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: John N. 
Higdon, TnBank, Quint Bourgeois, Internal 
Revenue Service

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

This day, April 9, 2020. 

Edward D. Russell, 
Substitute Trustee
The SR Law Group 

PO Box 128
Mt. Juliet, TN 37121 

(615) 559-3190 
erussell@thesrlawgroup.com

Insertion dates: April 13, 2020, April 20, 2020, April 27, 2020	

COURT 
NOTICES

NOTICE
Cause No. CE-29248

In the Circuit Court for Blount County

ROGER GENE PILIPOVIC, Plaintiff,
v.

LESLIE PAIGE PILIPOVIC, Defendant.
NO. CE-29248

In this cause, it appearing from the Order of 
Publication, that Leslie Paige Pilipovic’s location 
is unknown and cannot by ascertained for service 
of process upon diligent inquiry, it is ordered that 
publication be made for four successive weeks, 
as required by law, in The Knoxville Focus, a 
newspaper published in Knoxville, TN, notifying 
Defendant,  Leslie Paige Pilipovic, to file an 
answer to the above referenced action for divorce 
filed with this Court and a copy to Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Lance Evans, 5029 Pea Ridge Road, 
Maryville, TN 37804, within 30 days from the 
last date of publication, exclusive of the last date 
of publication, or a judgment by default may be 
entered and the cause set for hearing ex parte as 
to said Defendant.  If there is no answer, a hearing 
on Plaintiff’s motion for default judgment may be 
heard after June 11, 2020.

	 This 6th day of April, 2020. 

______________________________
				  

STEPHEN OGLE, CLERK & MASTER

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FAYE C BECKNER 
DOCKET NUMBER 82334-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19TH day of 
MARCH 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of FAYE C BECKNER who died Sep 16, 
2019, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 19TH day of MARCH, 
2020.

 
ESTATE OF FAYE C BECKNER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($) 
STEPHANIE REWIS; EXECUTRIX

P.O. BOX 6947
REDWOOD CITY, CA. 94063

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CLARA G CARROLL 
DOCKET NUMBER 82897-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of CLARA G CARROLL who died Jan 
4, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 14 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF CLARA G CARROLL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($)
ALICE JANE CARROLL; CO-EXECUTRIX 

8316 CAMBRIDGE WOODS LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

JULIA LEONE CARROLL; CO-EXECUTRIX 
1317 PANDORA ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

PATRICK R MCKENRICK 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

1019 ORCHID DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LINDA L. CLARK 
DOCKET NUMBER 82893-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 14TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of LINDA L. CLARK who died Mar 15, 
2020, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 14TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF LINDA L. CLARK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($) 
CHARLES EDWARD CLARK; EXECUTOR 

2500 PULASKI ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

ROBERT A COLE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

3715 POWERS STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37917

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF W. STEVEN DAVIS 
DOCKET NUMBER 82894-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 14TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of W. STEVEN DAVIS who died Feb 11, 
2020, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 14TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF W. STEVEN DAVIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JANICE P. DAVIS; EXECUTRIX 

2109 HOLDERWOOD LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

J. SCOTT GRISWOLD 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

617 W. MAIN STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

		
ESTATE OF SARA ELIZABETH DEBURNS 

DOCKET NUMBER 82712-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 8 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of SARA ELIZABETH DEBURNS who 
died Dec 13, 2019, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee.  All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 8 day of APRIL, 2020.

 

ESTATE OF SARA ELIZABETH DEBURNS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ANTHONY G CANNON; ADMINISTRATOR 

11891 BLACK ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF SYBIL JOFFE 

DOCKET NUMBER 82832-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of SYBIL JOFFE who died Jan 26, 
2020, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 9 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF SYBIL JOFFE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($) 
GERALD L JOFFE; EXECUTOR

245 W 38TH AVENUE 
EUGENE, OR. 97405

HALEIGH E CHASTAIN AND 
MARGO J MAXWELL 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
116 AGNES ROAD 

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FRANCES MOODY KETNER 
DOCKET NUMBER 82855-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 8 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of FRANCES MOODY KETNER who died 
Feb 8, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A} Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B} Sixty (60} days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A}; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 8 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF FRANCES MOODY KETNER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
NINA JESSEE; CO-EXECUTRIX

P.O. BOX 1595 
ABINGDON, VA 24212

BRENDA S HUBBS; CO-EXECUTRIX 
6516 FIELDSHIRE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

LAURENE SMITH 
ATTORNEY AT LAW
110 COGDILL ROAD 

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JORGE VALENTIN POLISCHUK 
DOCKET NUMBER 82850-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JORGE VALENTIN POLISCHUK who 
died Mar 6, 2020, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 

at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1I (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 9 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF JORGE VALENTIN POLISCHUK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($) 
DINAR RUTA; EXECUTRIX 

6909 CRESTHILL DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

ANN MOSTOLLER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

136 S ILLINOIS AVENUE, SUITE 104 
OAK RIDGE, TN. 37830

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HAZEL C BOATMAN 
DUNCAN STOUT 

DOCKET NUMBER 82886-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HAZEL C BOATMAN DUNCAN 
STOUT who died Jan 15, 2020, were issued 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 9 day of APRIL, 2020.

 ESTATE OF HAZEL C 
BOATMAN DUNCAN STOUT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOHN M BECKNER; EXECUTOR 

1708 GRAY OAKS LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

JOEL A CANNON, JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

2924 TAZEWELL PIKE, SUITE F 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WANDA RAYE WELCH 
DOCKET NUMBER 82889-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of WANDA RAYE WELCH who died 
Mar 25, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 13 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF WANDA RAYE WELCH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
KAREN JOHNSON TAYLOR; EXECUTRIX 

1610 HILLDALE DRIVE
MURFREESBORO, TN, 37129

ROBERT W GODWIN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

4611 OLD BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOSEPH 
BARTLETTE YANCEY, JR.

DOCKET NUMBER 82896-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 14TH day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of JOSEPH BARTLETTE YANCEY, JR. who 
died Mar 14, 2020, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this

notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual

copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication as described in 
(1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 14TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF JOSEPH 

BARTLETTE YANCEY, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM SMITH BROOME, III; 

EXECUTOR 2819 WILLIAMS ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

DALLIS H. HOWARD 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

4820 OLD KINGSTON PIKE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLYN BROWN BAILEY 
DOCKET NUMBER 82915-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 17 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of CAROLYN BROWN BAILEY who died 
Mar 19, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 17 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF CAROLYN BROWN BAILEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
PETER TOWLE; EXECUTOR

P.O. BOX 700 
FRIENDSVILLE, TN. 37737

DAVID H LUHN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

310 N FOREST PARK BLVD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DORIS CAMPBELL BEETS 
DOCKET NUMBER 82895-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of DORIS CAMPBELL BEETS’ who died 
Mar 22, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 16TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF DORIS CAMPBELL BEETS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LISA BEETS FARHART; EXECUTRIX 

866 BELLE GROVE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

JAMES C. SHASTID 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

1816 AMARILLO LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WANDA G CALDWELL 
DOCKET NUMBER 82703-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 21ST day 
of 2020, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of WANDA G CALDWELL who died Oct 11, 
2019, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against 
the estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four

(4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 21ST day of APRIL, 2020

 
ESTATE OF WANDA G CALDWELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
AIMEE C PERRY; EXECUTRIX 

7321 EDNA DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

DAN SCOTT ATTORNEY
PO BOX 547

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY CATE CLAPP 
DOCKET NUMBER 82912-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 17TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of BETTY CATE CLAPP who died Mar 
23, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their’ claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 

described in (1)(A); or
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 

date of death This the 17TH day of APRIL, 2020.
 

ESTATE OF BETTY CATE CLAPP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SANDRA CATE-DAVIDSON; CO-EXECUTRIX

220 MARBLE VIEW DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37763

GLENDA SUSAN CATE CHANDLER; CO-
EXECUTRIX 7247 MOUNTAIN MIST LANE

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

 LYNN TARPY 
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

 1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290 
 KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ERIC CORMAN DRUMM
DOCKET NUMBER 82921-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22ND day 
of 2020, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of ERIC CORMAN DRUMM who died Feb 
7, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against 
the estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)	 (A) Four (4) months from the date 
of the first date of the publication of this notice if 
the creditor received an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four

(4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 22ND day of APRIL, 2020

 
ESTATE OF ERIC CORMAN DRUMM

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JANET HOLROYD DRUMM; EXECUTRIX 

1239 FOREST BROOK RD 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

DALLIS HOWARD 
ATTORNEY

4820 OLD KINGSTON PIKE STE 200 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

			 
ESTATE OF KATHLEEN CLARKSON FREY 

DOCKET NUMBER 82918-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22ND day 
of APRIL 2020, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of KATHLEEN CLARKSON FREY who 
died Feb 20, 2020, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual

copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication as described in 
(1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 22ND day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF KATHLEEN CLARKSON FREY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JOHN W FREY; ADMINISTRATOR 

8706 VILLA CREST DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

MICHAEL R CROWDER ATTORNEY
PO BOX 442

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CURTIS GIBSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 82828-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22ND day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of CURTIS GIBSON who died Feb 24, 
2020, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 22ND day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF CURTIS GIBSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
NEDRA GIBSON; EXECUTRIX 

5249 SINCLAIR DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

JOE M MCAFEE 
ATTORNEY

PO BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

You can reserve your legal or public notice 
by emailing legals@knoxfocus.com 

or calling  (865) 686-9970.
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAUL LINDSEY HOBSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 82910-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of PAUL LINDSEY HOBSON who died 
Feb 19, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 16 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF PAUL LINDSEY HOBSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ELIZABETH SKOGMAN 
HOBSON; EXECUTRIX

11237 SAM LEE ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37932

 ROBERT W WILKINSON 
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

 P.O. BOX 4415
 OAK RIDGE, TN. 37831-4415

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FREDDIE ELIZABETH JOHNSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 82711-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 17 day 
of APRIL 2020, letters of administration c.t.a 
in respect of the Estate of FREDDIE ELIZABETH 
JOHNSON who died Dec 27, 2019, were issued 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or .(2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)	 (A) Four (4) months from the date 
of the first date of the publication of this notice if 
the creditor received an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four

(4) months from the date of the first 
publication: or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice 
less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 17 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF FREDDIE ELIZABETH JOHNSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($)
SUSAN LYNN PAUL; ADMINISTRATRIX CTA 

623 DOGWOOD TRAIL
MCKINNEY, TX 75072

DAVID B HAMILTON 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

1810 MERCHANT DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARMIE ANN GILLIAM MARTIN 
DOCKET NUMBER 82909-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of CHARMIE ANN GILLIAM MARTIN who 
died Aug 23, 2019, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 16 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF CHARMIE ANN GILLIAM MARTIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRENDA GILLIAM MOSELEY; EXECUTRIX 

2912 LITTLE DUG GAP ROAD 
LOUISVILLE, TN. 37777

CALLEN RAGLE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

P.O. BOX 23380 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37933

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARK MICHALEC 
DOCKET NUMBER 82885-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22ND day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MARK MICHALEC who died May 14, 
2018, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 22ND day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF MARK MICHALEC

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE($) SHEILA 
DIANE PROFFITT; EXECUTRIX PO BOX 12922

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

SHARON FRANKENBERG ATORNEY
PO BOX 31585

KNOXVILLE, TN 37930

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

				  
    ESTATE OF JOHN RICHARD MILLER

DOCKET NUMBER 82917-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 21ST 
day of 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JOHN RICHARD MILLER who died 
Feb 20, 2020, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)	 (A) Four (4) months from the date 
of the first date of the publication of this notice if 
the creditor received an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is four

(4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 21ST day of APRIL, 2020

 
ESTATE OF JOHN RICHARD MILLER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MICHAEL A COOPER; EXECUTOR 

3024 CROSSWINDS LANE
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

JACKSON KRAMER ATTORNEY
PO BOX 629

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LEONARD B. MURRAY, JR. 
DOCKET NUMBER 82840-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 16TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of LEONARD B. MURRAY, JR. who died 
Feb 5, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 16TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF LEONARD B. MURRAY, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE{S)
LEONARD B. MURRAY, III; CO-EXECUTOR

245 STERLING RD. 
HENDERSONVILLE, TN. 37075

NICOLE J. MURRAY 
WEINGEROFF; CO-EXECUTOR

126 ISLAND DR. 
HENDERSONVILLE, TN. 37075

REBECCA BELL JENKINS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

9724 KINGSTON PK. STE. 202
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ILA MAE NAPIER 
DOCKET NUMBER 82903-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of ILA MAE NAPIER who died Oct 4, 
2019, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A} Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this

notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of this first publication; or

(Bl Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 15TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF ILA MAE NAPIER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
MICHAEL CLAY NAPIER; CO-EXECUTOR

351 LONGMIRE ROAD 
CLINTON, TN. 37716

KEITH BRIAN NAPIER; CO-EXECUTOR 
12610 OLD STAGE ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37934

EDWARD A. COX, JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1111 N NORTHSHORE DRIVE SUITE N-290 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARK ROBERT ORR 
DOCKET NUMBER 82901-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of MARK ROBERT ORR who died 
Mar 14, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 15TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF MARK ROBERT ORR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ROBERT H. ORR; CO-EXECUTOR 

626 BROOME ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37909

DONNA J. ORR; CO-EXECUTOR 
626 BROOME ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN. 37909

RICHARD T. WALLACE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

109 PARKWAY, SUITE 2 
SEVIERVILLE, TN. 37862

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMES DENVER PARTIN 
DOCKET NUMBER 82808-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day of 
APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JAMES DENVER PARTIN who died 
Sep 23, 2019, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 15 day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF JAMES DENVER PARTIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
RONNA M PARTIN; EXECUTRIX 

B136 WALKER ROAD 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37938

STEVEN L WILLIAMS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW
329 ELLIS AVENUE 

MARYVILLE, TN. 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF FRANCES DISNEY SWERSKY 
DOCKET NUMBER 82902-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of FRANCES DISNEY SWERSKY who 
died Feb 12, 2020, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise  their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)	 (A) Four (4) months from the date 
of the first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date the first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2)	 Twelve (12) months from the 
decedent’s date of death This the 15TH day of 
APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF FRANCES DISNEY SWERSKY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA ANNE SWERSKY MYERS; 

EXECUTOR 10529 LEADENHALL GARDENS 
WAY KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

 EDWARD A. COX, JR.
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

 1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290 
 KNOXVILLE, TN. 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY E. THOMAS 
DOCKET NUMBER 82908-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 16TH day 
of APRIL 2020, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of DOROTHY E. THOMAS who died 
Mar 23, 2020, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this

notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of this first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual

copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of first publication as described in 
(1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death This the 16TH day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF DOROTHY E. THOMAS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
E. KRISTIE GIORDANO; EXECUTRIX 

1822 NANTASKET ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

DALE C. ALLEN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

P.O. BOX 900
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37901-0900

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WALTER L WILLIS 
DOCKET NUMBER 82920-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22ND day 
of APRIL 2020, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of WALTER L WILLIS who died Dec 
4, 2019, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. This the 22ND day of APRIL, 2020.

 
ESTATE OF WALTER L WILLIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
W. DAVID WILLIS; ADMINSTRATOR 2516 

GRAY HENDRIX ROAD KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

P NEWMAN BANKSTON ATTORNEY
PO BOX 2047

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

 MISC.
NOTICES

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
In compliance with TCA 66-14-102 thru 66-

14-106 the following cars will be sold on May 15, 
2020 @ 2:00 PM @ Cedar Bluff Towing, Inc. 623 
Simmons Road Knoxville, TN if total bill is not paid 
by date of sale  

2006 Vol Passa WVWEK93C86E063806  
2000 Por Boxst WP0CA2987YS620259  
2008 Che Expre 1GCHG39C581211164  
2003 Pon Grand 1G2WK52J73F134713  
2013 Vol Jetta 3VWLL7AJ8DM392259  
1999 Che Tahoe 1GNEK13R0XJ498700  
2001 GMC Sierr 1GTEC14W71Z101695  
2006 Nis Sentr 3N1CB51D86L484651  
2003 Dod Grand 1D4GP24373B272969  
2007 Inf QX56  5N3AA08A57N805152  
2004 Che Caval 1G1JH12FX47180937  

2008 For Edge  2FMDK46C98BA85043  
2018 Kia Forte 3KPFK4A76JE167723  
1998 Che Prizm 1Y1SK5281WZ415184  
1999 Jee Grand 1J4GW68S0XC725297  
2003 Che Silve 1GCHK23U23F159496                          
2008 Chr Town  2A8HR54P28R829577  
2002 For F-150 1FTRX18L42NB13978                      
2003 Hyu Elant KMHDN45D23U670373  
2012 Kia Soul  KNDJT2A54C7453986  
2006 Cad CTS   1G6DM57T560122397  
2003 Maz Prote JM1BJ225030175492  
2010 Dod Grand 2D4RN5D17AR341222  
2002 Toy Sequo 5TDBT44A32S080288  
2001 Jee Grand 1J4GX48S91C734752  
2002 Inf I35   JNKDA31A42T003961  
1999 Hon Civic 2HGEJ6676XH583904  
1998 Hon Accor 1HGCG5659WA056192  
1989 Cad Devil 1G6CD5156K4255291  
2003 For Explo 1FMZU74K93UC24456  
2003 Jee Liber 1J4GL38K73W735597  
2002 Maz Truck 4F4YR12U12TM11463  
1997 Dod Ram P 1B7HF13Y2VJ598201  
2010 Hon CR-V  5J6RE4H56AL094704  

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
In compliance with TCA 66-14-102 thru 66-

14-106 the following cars will be sold on May 15, 
2020 @ 2:00 PM @ Chestnut Street Transport & 
Recovery, Inc. 2430 Thorngrove Pike, Knoxville, 
TN if total bill is not paid by date of sale  

1998 Hon Accor 1HGCG1654WA000217  
2004 Acu MDX   2HNYD18244H531412 
1998 For Musta 1FAFP4049WF140642  
2007 Nis Maxim 1N4BA41E97C843815  
2001 Inf I30   JNKCA31A21T021496  
2018 Nis Versa 3N1CN7AP4JL825890  
1999 Lin Conti 1LNHM97V8XY719579  
1994 Toy Corol 2T1AE09B9RC059190  
2005 Che Cobal 1G1AK52F057593816                          
2010 Hon Accor 1HGCP2F41AA046173  
2002 Bui Centu 2G4WS52J421182926  
2007 Dod Carav 1D4GP45R47B197975  
2003 Che Tahoe 1GNEK13Z53R240152  
1998 Che Malib 1G1NE52M4W6235021  
1999 Hon Civic 1HGEJ8245XL076390  

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
PUBLIC SALE TO BE HELD ON, May 13, 2020 

11:00 AM AT YOUR EXTRA STORAGE (starts 
at Cedar Bluff location): CONTENTS OF THE 
FOLLOWING UNITS WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY 
OWNERS LIEN FOR RENT DUE 

254 Harry Lane Blvd. Knoxville TN 37923: 
H 28 Knevada Dotson, G26 Brandi Moneymaker, 
A04 Elizabeth Stamps. 7144 Clinton Hwy, 
Knoxville TN  37849:DC25 David McFall, G17 
Marleigh Cantrall, G02 Crystal Gardner, D09 
Angie Pilkington, G46 John Peaks.  4303 E. Emory 
Rd. Knoxville TN. 37938: H02 Deanna Graham, 
E26 Brian Henderson, K16 Joshua Hugo.

CASH ONLY
865-691-0444

LEGAL NOTICE
The TDEC Division of Water Resources 

(DWR) proposes to issue a water quality National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit:

Applicant:
West Knox Utility District (WKUD)
Karns Beaver Creek STP
Permit Number: TN0060020
Permit Writer: Jim McAdoo
Rating: Major
County: Knox
EFO Name: Knoxville
Location: 10181 Gallows Point Drive
City:  Knoxville, TN 37950
Activity Description: Effective January 28, 

2020, Karns Beaver Creek STP transferred 
municipal waste water to the Melton Hill POTW 
(TN0080721).

Effluent Description: treated municipal 
wastewater from Outfall 001

Receiving Stream: Beaver Creek at mile 10.7
The proposed permit contains limitations on 

the amounts of pollutants to be discharged, in 
accordance with Federal and State standards and 
regulations. Permit conditions are tentative and 
subject to public comment.

For more information, or to review and/or copy 
documents from the permit file (there is a nominal 
charge for photocopies), contact Jim McAdoo at 
(615) 532-0684 or the Knoxville Environmental 
Field Office at (865) 594-6035. To comment on 
this permit issuance or proposed conditions submit 
written comments to TDEC-DWR, William R. 
Snodgrass - Tennessee Tower, 312 Rosa L. Parks 
Avenue, 11th Floor, Nashville, Tennessee 37243. 
Comments should be received within 30 days from 
the Legal Notice and should include the applicant 
name and NPDES Number.

Interested persons may request a public 
hearing on any application. The request must be 
filed within the comment period and must indicate 
the interest of the filing party and reasons for the 
request.  If there is significant interest, a hearing 
will be held pursuant to Rule 0400-40-5-.06(9)
(a), and the Director will make determinations 
regarding permit issuance.

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
Support Local Business. 

Support Focus Advertisers. Continue on page 4

120 B Lynnwood Dr.
Knoxville, Tn.  37918

Deborah Hill-Hobby
Affiliate Broker

865/207-5587 Mobile
865/770-4030 Office
deborah@deborahhillhobby.net

2707 WOODBINE 
Knoxville, TN 37914 in Edrol Hgts
4BD, 2.5BA, 1,654 sqft 
MLS 1110424  $149,900

FOR RENT
217 Geronimo Rd Knoxville, TN 
37934. 3BD, 2BA, 1,248 SqFt
MLS 1112009    $1,800

119 VALLEY  Maynardville, TN 
37807 in Lay Acres, Union County
3BD, 2BA 1,524 sqft 
MLS 1111013 $199,900

In an effort to share information about 
food access resources in our communi-
ty, the City of Knoxville and Knox County 
have compiled a list of services and pro-
grams that help feed Knox County resi-
dents. Each agency or group is the expert 
on their services, so start there if you have 
questions about qualifications or costs. 
You can also visit the City of Knoxville’s 
website, http://knoxvilletn.gov/covid19, 
call 211, or visit http://tn211.mycommu-
nitypt.com/with questions. 

Resources for School-Age 
Children

•Two days’ worth of meals (breakfast 
and lunch) are distributed on Monday and 
three days’ worth of meals on Wednesday

•Distribution is 10 a.m. –12 p.m. at 38 
designated emergency feeding sites via 
drive-thru or walk-up for children to con-
sume at home. 

•Children must be present to pick up 
meals

•No income restrictions
Contact: Knox County Schools: www.

knoxschools.org/mealinfo
Supported by: Great Schools 

Partnership, Community Action Commit-
tee (CAC) Summer Feeding Program, City 
of Knoxville Parks and Recreations 

For Seniors 
Prepared meals
MOBILE MEALS AND SENIOR NUTRITION 
PROGRAM

•Must be 60 years old, homebound 
due physical and mental conditions, and 
unable to prepare food

•Meals five days a week, including holi-
days

•No income restrictions
Contact: Community Action Commit-

tee (CAC): 865-524-2786 or www.knox-
seniors.org/mobile/
Grocery shopping
AREA STORES

•Call area grocery stores for shop-
ping, curbside delivery and home deliv-
ery options available at their locations and 
any associated fees
SCHAS OUT SHOPPING (SOS)

•Provides grocery shopping services for 
seniors 62 homebound and older anyone 
that is homebound or unable to leave 

Food Access in Knoxville/Knox County
Resources during the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Next Step Initiative was 

founded by two sisters, 
Addie Arbach and Rebec-
ca Parr, who believed 
that through compas-
sion, hope and love, they 
could have an impact on 
the lives of those living 
with issues of generation-
al poverty, trauma and 
addiction. 

Almost three years after 
its inaugural meeting, Parr 
is leaving Next Step Initia-
tive.

“To be honest, I have 
not put much focus on my 
personal life and health, 
and it is time now for a 
rest and period of reflec-
tion,” Parr said. “I know 
that I will continue to use 
my voice around specific 
issues, and that through 
the community role I have 
served to help so many, 
there is still much work to 
be done, but rejuvenation 
is necessary at this time 
in my life.” 

Addie Arbach credits 
her sister with the idea 
of Next Step. She said 
Rebecca called her with 
“a new idea” that she and 
her friends were discuss-
ing. 

“I wanted to save lives 
by distributing Narcan, 
referring people to treat-
ment and advocating for 
the rights of the homeless 
or addicted,” Arbach told 
The Focus, “without judg-
ment.”

Arbach lost her son 
because of using dirty 
syringes in 2015.

She said Next Step 
started inside her car 
“with a box of Narcan and 
a pot of spaghetti.”

The organization held 
its first meeting on Sep-
tember 13, 2017, at Sus-
tainable Future Center, 
which is now the home of 
Next Step Initiative, and 
registered as a state non-
profit in February 2018. 
In March 2018, it began 
distributing the over-
dose reversal medication 
Narcan through a state 
grant.

In November of 2018 
Next Step Initiative 
became fiscally spon-
sored for 501c3 through 
Community Shares. In 
2019 Next Step Initiative 
focused on serving the 
growing homeless popu-
lation of South Knoxville 
through nutrition, Narcan 
distribution, and getting 
those who needed it into 
treatment.

The sisters practiced 
helping people reclaim 
their lives through com-
passion, education, work 
and recovery. “Helping 
people through love, com-
passion, access to health-
care, food, education, 
resources, treatment, 
volunteer work, art, and 
activities that are produc-
tive, are a main focus for 
Next Step Initiative,” Parr 
told The Focus.

 “It is not enough to 
just give people things,” 
Parr pointed out. “There 
must be a comprehen-
sive approach to bringing 
people back to productiv-
ity. 

“Next Step Initia-
tive is committed to this 
approach. Though I am 
no longer a spokesperson 
for Next Step Initiative, I 

remain an advocate for 
the principles and mission 
it represents.”

The Next Step location 
has closed temporarily 
during the COVID-19 out-
break but is accepting 
appointments and distrib-
uting food with the help of 
its staff and volunteers. 

“Next Step has been 
feeding an average of 
100 nightly,” Arbach said 
last week. During the virus 
outbreak and distancing 
regulations, Next Step has 

been distributing single 
servings of food place by 
place using 200 Ziploc 
bags, 100 dinner contain-
ers and cups with lids. 

Arbach said she is 
pleading with the city to 
reopen the public bath-
room so the homeless can 
wash and use the bath-
rooms.

“Through it all there was 
my sister, Becky. I can’t 
imagine my journey with-
out her support,” she said. 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

Cont. from page 3

Call or email Ruthie at 
254-3498 or 

ruthie@knoxfocus.com 
to place your Classified 
or Service Directory ad!

classifieds

ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS CALL 

JOANNE 579-2254

CHILD CARE

ELECTRICIAN

FENCING
FENCING & REPAIR, YOU BUY 
IT  WE INSTALL IT, LICENSED 
AND INSURED, 865-604-6911

FLORIST
POWELL FLORIST AND 
GIFTS 865-947-6105 

POWELLFLORISTKNOXVILLE.
NET

GUTTER WORK
GUTTER CLEANING,

INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND
REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD

936-5907

HANDYMAN

METAL WORK

PAINTING
PAINTING- INTERIOR- 

EXTERIOR
Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters  

PAINTING ROOFING
ROOF REPAIRS, 

METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 
ROOF COATING: FREE 

ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE SERVICE

Call or email Ruthie 
at 865-254-3498 or 
ruthie@knoxfocus.
com to place your 

Classified or Service 
Directory ad!

service directory

home due to COVID-19
•Able to use SNAP ben-

efits
Contact: Senior Citizens 

Home Assistance Services 
(SCHAS):865-523-2920 or 
https://schas.org/s-o-s-
program

Individuals and 
Families

FOOD ASSISTANCE
•SNAP (Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram) is a federal program 
that provides funds to eligi-
ble low-income individuals 
and families to purchase 
eligible food items, includ-
ing fresh fruits and vege-
tables, with an Electron-
ic Benefits Transfer card. 
Call 1-866-311-4287 or 
apply online at www.tn.gov/
humanservices/for-fam-
ilies/supplemental-nutri-
tion-assistance-program-
snap.html

•Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC): Call the 
Knox County Health Depart-
ment at 865-215-5016 
or visit https://www.knox-
county.org/health/wic.php
FOOD PANTRIES*

•Check the availabili-
ty and hours of area food 
pantries and possible deliv-
ery of emergency food by 
contacting the Compassion 
Coalition, 865-251-1591or 
visit https://compassion-
coalition.org/covid-19-re-
sources/
SALVATION ARMY

•Salvation Army is pro-
viding a variety of services 
to qualifying individuals. 
Learn more at salvationar-
myknoxville.org or by call-
ing 865-971-4907
LOCAL FOOD

•Several, but not all, area 

farmers markets accept 
SNAP and offer Double Up 
Food Bucks for SNAP cus-
tomers. 

•The opportunity to pre-
order and prepay for pick-
up is available from many 
individual farmers and pro-
viders. 

Contact: Nourish Knox-
ville, www.nourishknoxville.
org/865-805-8687

College students
Area colleges are work-

ing with their students to 
make sure all have access 
to food.

•University of Tennes-
see: https://endhunger.
utk.edu/

•Pellissippi State Col-
lege -Pellissippi Pantry: 
www.pstcc.edu/advocacy/
pantry.php or call 865-539-
7346

Homeless
•Area homeless ser-

vice organizations such as 
Volunteer Ministry Center 
(VMC) www.vmcinc.org/
and Knox Area Rescue Mis-
sionhttps://karm.org/are 
providing food, with sup-
port from the Knox County 
Association of Baptists. 

•Individuals and groups 
that want to help home-
less individuals are encour-
aged to work with organiza-
tions rather than establish-
ing impromptu food/meal 
donation events

* Second Harvest Food 
Bank of East Tennessee is 
an important supplier that 
partners with non-profit 
agencies, including many 
listed here as part of our 
food supply chain, and are 
not listed as a direct per-
son-to-person provider.

Food Access in 
Knoxville/Knox County

Knox County will con-
tinue offering solid waste 
disposable services during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but Engineering and Public 
Works has implement-
ed a few changes to help 
manage the flow of house-
hold waste and recycling.

The county requests that 
residents:

• Bring only bagged 
household trash and loose 
recyclables – limiting bulky 
or other waste; and

• Keep spring cleaning, 
basement/garage clea-
nout and demolition waste 
at home.

The convenience cen-
ters, which are busiest 
on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Mondays, are not 

accepting any unbagged 
trash. 

The centers are open 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Saturday. 

When visiting a center, 
please practice physical 
distancing requirements 
and leave six feet between 
you and other people. Addi-
tionally, please be patient 
with fellow residents and 
staff as the Centers are 
experiencing higher-than-
normal traffic.

Residents who need to 
talk with staff must first 
contact the Solid Waste 
Office at (865) 215-5865 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Convenience Centers 
Implement Small 

Changes to Manage 
Waste and Recycling

Call Fountain City 
Auction at 

(865) 474-9931.

Do you need cash 
flow? Have 

collectibles, antiques, 
guns and furniture 

that you need to sell?

WE CAN HELP! 

Rebecca Parr (right) stands with her sister Addie. The 
sisters founded Next Step Initiative to help serve the 
homeless population, housing, and drug dependence in 
Knoxville. Photo courtesy of Parr.

What’s next for Rebecca Parr?
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