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By Ken Lay 

Fountain City leaders 
and business owners took 
the first step in accom-
plishing some of their goals 
Thursday night at a meet-
ing to discuss some traffic 
issues on North Broadway, 
Tazewell Pike and Beverly 
Road.

Advocacy for Fountain 
City, a group of Fountain 
City residents, leaders 
and business owners, was 
formed recently to tackle 
several issues including 
improving traffic flow and 

sidewalk access along 
North Broadway, connect-
ing traffic patterns along 
Tazewell Pike and the instal-
lation of a traffic signal at 
Beverly Road.

The activist group has 
its roots in October, 2016. 
Advocacy for Fountain City 
met late last week at Com-
mercial Bank in North Knox-
ville. The group, led by busi-
nessman and banker John 
Fugate, did exactly what it 
set out to accomplish.

It got the attention of city, 
county and state politicians 

and the long process to set 
the projects into motion 
began.

“We’re a growing com-
munity and we have needs. 
We have new businesses 
coming to the community,” 
said Fugate, the President 
of Commercial Bank. “We 
need to set up a meeting 
to let the mayor [Made-
line Rogero] know what we 
need.”

The group was also seek-
ing state funding and guid-
ance and it was informed 
that the improvements 

may not come anytime 
soon. Plans to improve 
traffic flow in the Fountain 
City have been discussed 
before only to be shelved 
as new politicians came 
into power.

“I wasn’t really looking at 
this year anyway,” Fugate 
told the group of politicians, 
which included State Rep-
resentative Eddie Smith, 
Knox County Commission-
er Michele Carringer and 
City Council members Nick 
Della Volpe, Mark Campen, 

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The second half of 2016 
began with the sad news 
that legendary Women’s 
Basketball Coast Pat Sum-
mitt had died. Fans of the 
most winning coach in bas-
ketball history gathered at 
her statue on the University 
of Tennessee campus. The 
last six months also saw 
movement toward a Safety 
Center with the city being 
asked to kick in the same 
funds as the county. 

JUNE
Janice Toucher was 

selected as vice-chair of 
the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission and the Knox-
ville City Council voted to 
move its meetings to 6 
p.m. and asked for ideas 
on the future of the former 
Supreme Court building. 

New Harvest Park 
launched its summer con-
cert series and the Devil’s 
Racetrack Bike Trail opened 
in South Knoxville.

The county commis-
sion discussed issuing a 
request for bids for a new 
Safety Center and SMG 
was hired by the city to 
manage venues including 
Chilhowee Park, the Civic 
Center, Coliseum and Civic 
Auditorium.

JULY
The old Cal Johnson 

Building on State Street, 
built by the former slave 
and businessman, was 
designated as a histor-
ic site by the city council, 
preserving it from possible 
future demolition. 

Early Voting started for 
the general election of 
county commission, school 
board, assessor of proper-
ties, law director and pri-
mary elections to state 
senate, legislative and 
national presidential race. 

A “Super Stop” opened 
on Kirkwood Street just 
off Magnolia Avenue for 
KAT’s bus service and “Try 
Transit” was begun as a 

campaign to encourage 
transit riders.

Regal Entertainment 
got approval to move from 
Halls to South Knoxville 
when the City Council as 
the city bought the former 
administration building at 
the former Baptist Hospi-
tal. 

County Mayor Tim Bur-
chett pushed for bullet-
proof vests for the Sher-
iff’s Office. Developer Rick 
Dover voiced an interest in 
renovating the former Pryor 

Brown Parking Garage for 
apartments.

 
August

Early voting continued 
in Knox County and the 
Planning Commission held 
meeting about the pro-
posed Southwest Sector 
Plan.

Interim Superintendent 
Buzz Thomas laid out 
his plan for the system 
during his first 90 days in 

Fountain City group asks for help regarding traffic

Photo by Ken Lay.

R. Larry Smith and John Fugate discuss ideas at last week’s 
Advocacy for Fountain City meeting.

Knoxville Area Transit (KAT) is pleased to announce 
that improved service on thirteen bus routes will 
begin on Monday, January 9, 2017.  These improve-
ments include two new Sunday routes, better fre-
quencies on Saturdays, and later service on many 
neighborhood routes.  

These expansions are in response to passenger 
requests as well as capacity issues on busy Saturday 
routes and are possible due to the continued support 
of the City of Knoxville towards improving transit ser-
vices and mobility options in Knoxville.

“We are very excited to be starting the new year off 
right by providing these significant service improve-
ments,” says Dawn Distler, Director of Transit for 
the City of Knoxville.  “The later service on neighbor-
hood routes will give people more opportunities to 
get home from jobs, as well as allowing people who 
take transit to enjoy the many offerings of our down-
town and still catch transit home. New Sunday ser-
vices to Knoxville Center and other commercial loca-
tions to the northeast will provide great opportunities 
for both shopping and employment.  We couldn’t be 
more pleased.” 

The detailed list of changes follows.  More informa-
tion can be obtained by calling 637-3000 or visiting 
the KAT website, www.katbus.com. 

January 2017 service improvements:
Route 11 – Kingston Pike will add an addition-

al inbound trip to reach downtown at 9:15 a.m. on 
Sundays.

Route 12 – Western Avenue will continue full ser-
vice to I-640 Plaza for two additional trips on week-
days and will add 30-minute service on Saturdays.

Route 13 – Beaumont will add two additional 
round-trips at 6:15 and 7:15 p.m. on weekdays.

Route 16 – Cedar Bluff will add a 9:15 p.m. trip on 
weekdays and Saturdays.

Route 17 – Sutherland will continue 30-minute ser-
vice for one additional hour; add a 10:15 p.m. trip on 
weekdays and add a 10:15 p.m. trip on Saturdays.

Route 21 – Lincoln Park will add trips at 7:15 and 
8:15 p.m. on weekdays and Saturdays.

Route 22 – Broadway will see 30-minute service 
on Saturdays.

Route 23 – Millertown will add Sunday service.
Route 30 – Parkridge will add a 6:45 p.m. trip on 

weekdays and Saturdays.
Route 33 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave will add 

Sunday service.
Route 34 – Burlington will add a 9:15 p.m. trip on 

weekdays and add trips at 7:15, 8:15 and 9:15 p.m. 
on Saturdays.

Route 40 – South Knoxville will add a 9:15 p.m. 
trip on weekdays and add a 7:15, 8:15 and 9:15 p.m. 
trip on Saturdays.

Route 45 – Vestal will add a 9:15 p.m. trip on week-
days and add a 7:15, 8:15, and 9:15 p.m. trip on Sat-
urdays.

KAT begins 2017 
with Service 

Improvements

2016

What a year! 
Pt 2

Photos by MiKe steeLy.

Suttree Landing Park was dedicated just across the river from downtown in 2016. The park will eventually be part of 
a Riverwalk stretching from the Henley Street Bridge to Island Home. 

Members of American Legion Post 2 watch as approval 
to rezone their former headquarters passes. The post is 
active locally and sponsors the annual Veterans Day Pa-
rade.
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2016 What a year!  Pt 2

CONSIDER THESE STARTLING NUMBERS:
• There are estimated to be 27 million slaves worldwide.
• This industry brings in $32 billion a year, and those numbers are in-
creasing daily.
• Reportedly, 161 countries are affected by human traffi cking as either 
sources, transit centers or destinations.

• 80% of traffi cked victims are women. More 
and more young girls and women are being 
sold, traffi cked, or forced into prostitution.
• The average age of traffi cking victims world-
wide is 12 years old.
• Every 120 seconds a child is sold into slavery 
- 30 per hour - 720 a day - 1.2 million a year.
This is why we must take a stand now.

Cantrell’s Heat & Air Is A Proud 
Sponsor of the Run For Their 

Lives Race.  January 28, 2017

Sign Up At:
www.freedom424.org/r4It/races/knoxville

Lynn Pique
Community 
Relations Advisor
(866)759.0729 

 LynnP@aplaceformom.com

We help families determine the right level of 
care based on budget, care and lifestyle needs.

Our Referral Services are absolutely FREE 
to our families served as we are paid by the 

senior living communities.

office. The county commis-
sion questioned routinely 
approving school system 
funding requests. A renova-
tion of one of the structures 
at the former city building 
began.

The  school system con-
sidered hiring a collection 
agency for the collection 
of past-due lunch money. 
Newly-elected county 
commissioners included 
Evelyn Gill, Michelle Car-
ringer, Hugh Nystrom and 
Carson Dailey. Three new 
board of education mem-
bers were elected: Jen-
nifer Owen, Tony Norman 
and Susan Horn. Along with 
the election of incumbent 
Mike McMillan, the control 
of the school board swung 
sharply and the majority of 
members are now former 
school teachers.

The city announced a 
public hearing to create a 
wetland at Fountain City 
Lake and former Inskip 
Elementary Principal Elisa 
Luna received approval for 
a settlement by the Knox 
County Commission. 

Knoxville’s East Tennes-
see History Fair featured 
a birthday party for Davy 
Crockett, a dog costume 
contest and exhibits by 
various organizations and 
agencies.

American Legion Post 
2 finally got approval to 
rezone their headquarters, 
in a former school just off 
Asheville Highway, to allow 
an auction house there. The 
city council voted to give 
Developer Rick Dover a tax 
break on his purchase of 
the Pryor Brown Garage.

Commissioners Amy 
Broyles, Sam McKenzie, 
Jeff Ownby and Mike Brown 
attended their final commis-
sion meeting with Brown 
asking to be appointed to 

the Safety Center commit-
tee. 

The month ended with 
the announcement that 
the Knoxville Center Mall 
will revert to “East Towne 
Mall” and revitalization 
there began. The iconic Ten-
nessee Theatre sign was 
restored and once again 
mounted on the side of 
the historic building. Some 
Parkridge residents spoke 
out against a historic over-
lay for that neighborhood.

SEpTEMBER 
The Knox County Com-

mission re-elected Dave 
Wright as chairman and 
selected Randy Smith as 
vice-chairman. The Board 
of Education postponed 
its reorganization follow-
ing several votes for vari-
ous members for chair and 
Lynn Fugate agreed to take 
the temporary position.

Interim Superintendent 
suggested hiring a Trans-
portation Expert to deal 
with continuing school bus 
problems. 

The new Kroger Market-
place opened on Emory 
Road at the site of the 
former air field there and 
Commissioner Charles 
Busler asked the county 
to buy the former Heiskell 
Community Center and 
allow it to be operated by 
local volunteers.

Mayor Burchett’s 10th 
Annual Picnic drew a huge 
crowd at Tarleton Park and 
a public hearing drew com-
ments on the qualifications 
of a new School Superin-
tendent. Mike McMillan, 
recovering from recent 
surgery, pulled out of the 
BOE Chairmanship nomina-
tions. The City’s Parks and 
Recreation Department 
relocated into the former 
Lakeshore Mental Health 

administration building and 
Mayor Madeline Rogero 
officially opened the reno-
vated building.

The county’s external 
auditor began looking at a 
grant to the school’s nutri-
tion program residents 
loudly opposed a proposed 
Verizon Cell Tower in the 
Burlington community.

OCTOBER
Interim Superintendent 

Buzz Thomas voiced his 
opposition to a resolution 
by Amber Rountree to ask 
the state not to use TCAP 
test scores in evaluations 
of students and teach-
ers. The resolution passed 
despite his opposition.

The East Knoxville Eco-
nomic Summit drew lots 
of ideas from citizens and 
the Knoxville Area Transit 
announced bus and trolley 
route changes. 

Patti Bounds was select-
ed as chair of the Board of 
Education and Amber Roun-
tree was chosen as vice-
chair. Edna Weaver Smith 
celebrated her 100th Birth-
day with a surprise visit 
by Mayor Burchett and 
other elected officials and 
friends.

Discussions at City Coun-
cil began focusing on drop-
ping the distance limits 
between beer retailers 
and churches and plans 
for East Towne Mall were 
announced by the owners, 
Knoxville Partners, LLC.  

The 8th Annual Pink 
Ribbon Celebration kicked 
off with an effort to help 
uninsured women get 
breast exam for cancer 
detection. Vet2Vet spon-
sored a day to honor Viet-
nam era veterans in a cer-
emony at the Worlds Fair 
Park’s Veterans Memorial.

A new trash collection 

system was announced by 
the city and some began to 
wonder if the new large con-
tainers might be difficult to 
handle by elderly and hand-
icapped citizens. 

New county commis-
sioners began to speak up 
during meetings and Cen-
tral High School named 
four to the “Wall of Fame” 
there. The E-911 board 
learned that a state law 
now requires members to 
not miss more than two 
meetings or be dismissed 
from that board.

The city began consider-
ing a hotel-motel occupan-
cy tax on private homes 
rented to visitors and the 
Corryton Apple Festival 
drew thousands of people. 
The month ended with a 
large Trump Rally at the 
Knoxville Expo Center and 
an end of trolley service 
threatened at University 
Commons. A compromise 
was eventually worked out 
to continue service there. 

NOvEMBER
A beautiful black granite 

monument was dedicated 
at the East Tennessee Vet-
erans Cemetery on Gover-
nor John Sevier Highway. 

BOE member Jenni-
fer Owen introduced res-
olutions to take back the 
duties given to the former 
school superintendent and 
return control of much of 
the administration to the 
school board.

Angelic Ministries called 
on the community for help 
as it prepared to open its 
doors to local families in 
need of help.

The local Wreaths Across 
America sought support 
and donation in their efforts 
to decorate every veteran 
cemetery in our area and 
Sharps Ridge Memorial 

Park added “Veterans” to 
the name and the county 
commission reviewed its 
rules for its meetings.

Maynard Elementa -

ry School celebrated its 
teachers and improve-
ments there. Residents in 
the area of the Cavitt Cem-
etery won their fight to stop 
a proposed housing devel-
opment there. 

Suttree Landing Park 
was dedicated, opening up 
the riverside park in South 
Knoxville.

The search for a new 
school superintendent offi-
cially began with the first 
meeting of a committee 
appointed to seek a new 
director. 

DECEMBER
The city began looking at 

revising all of the zoning ordi-
nances and the Five Points 
neighborhood hosted its 
Third Annual Winter Won-
derland. Art teacher Cheryl 
Burchett received a grant 
from Farmers Insurance for 
Beaumont Magnet’s play-
ground.

The Teachers Advisory 
Committee discussed text 
books and teacher evalu-
ations and the board of 
education was displeased 
with teacher evaluations 
also and passed the first 
of Owen’s policy changes. 

The potential rezoning 
of student populations 
to make way for the new 
middle schools in Hardin 
Valley and Gibbs began 
being discussed with a 
series of public forums.  

The city council stood 
fast on its Sign Ordinance, 

turning away a request for a 
wall sign for Whiskey Works 
but approving an entrance 
sign for Zoo Knoxville. The 
new large garbage con-

tainers were distributed 
throughout the residenc-
es in town and complaints 
began from seniors and 
handicapped residents 
about the weight of the con-
tainers. The city also acti-
vated its new “smart” park-
ing meters and announced 
that glass will no longer be 
accepted as trash.

The city council voted to 
dissolve the Citizens Advi-
sory Committee and three 
members of the Knox-
ville Transit Authority were 
named. 

Unpaid school lunches 
got some attention during 
a meeting of the commis-
sion’s Audit Committee. 
The Knox County School 
Museum announced its 
“Honor Roll” and recog-
nized the leadership there 
of Benna van Vuuren.

The year ended with a 
New Year’s Eve celebra-
tion in Market Square and 
a Cash Mob at Alvin Frye’s 
Exxon, which was sched-
uled to close December 
31st after 60 years of ser-
vice to the Fountain City 
area. 

The future of the Carter 
Convenience Center was 
discussed at the Knox 
County Commission and 
the school board contin-
ued discussing suggest-
ed policy changes and the 
search for a new superin-
tendent. 

 

 

Molly Gilbert and family rest on a rock at the entrance 
to the William Haste Natural Area in the Forest Lake 
neighborhood, linking their area to the Gary Underwood 
Greenway.

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Parkridge neighborhood 
in East Knoxville dates back to 
the 1880s, but some residents 
there are focused on the future 
and trying to get other homeown-
ers involved. The Parkridge Com-
munity Organization is busy trying 
to notify most of the people there 
of an event coming up on January 
19th that may affect them.

Formed in 1982 the organi-
zation boasts that the diverse 
neighborhood of about 3,000 res-
idents has a surprising number of 
homes designed by noted archi-
tect George Barber, possibly the 

largest concentration of Barber 
homes in the nation.

Currently they are attempting, 
with the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission, to contact as many 
homeowners as possible for the 
important upcoming public meet-
ing.

On Thursday, January 19th, res-
idents will have an opportunity to 
hear Kay Graybeal, the city’s His-
toric Preservation Planner, dis-
cuss the possibility of extending 
the H-1 Historic Overlay beyond 
the current historic zoning district 
in Parkridge. The meeting will be 
at the O’Connor Senior Center 
and members of the organization 

were told last week that the plan-
ning commission plans to send 
out cards to all the neighborhood 
residents. 

Vice President Jennifer Mont-
gomery directed the monthly 
meeting of the Parkridge group 
last week and the upcoming His-
toric Overlay seemed the main 
topic, with plans by the group 
to reach out to residents not 
involved with their organization. 
The idea is to have a full house 
at the informative public meet-
ing because many homeowners 
don’t know how the historic des-
ignation might affect them.

Officer Chris Burke also spoke 

at last week’s meeting, reporting 
about crime in the area and was 
informed by two members about 
problems they encountered when 
trying to call 911. Burke suggest-
ed they report the problems to 
the city’s 311 call center. 

The Parkridge Organization 
also discussed the Magnolia 
Avenue Streetscape Project and 
the recent approval of the rezon-
ing of a former financial build-
ing for student housing. It was 
suggested that the owner of the 
building meet with them prior 
to going to the Planning Com-
mission for improvements and 
changes there.

The group voted to buy new 
signs to advertise their meetings 
and discussed where to post 
the signs at various entrances 
to their neighborhood. They also 
discussed appointing an Events 
Committee and the possibility of 
planting a community Christmas 
tree, a Halloween event and other 
events during the year in addition 
to their annual Home Tour 

The Parkridge Community Orga-
nization meets the first Monday 
of each month at 6:30 in the 
Cansler YMCA. They maintain a 
Facebook page and a website at 
www. parkridgecommunity.word-
press.com.

Expanding the Historic Overlay at Parkridge
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Facts about the United 
States Supreme Court

CONSIDER THESE STARTLING NUMBERS:
• There are estimated to be 27 million slaves worldwide.
• This industry brings in $32 billion a year, and those numbers are in-
creasing daily.
• Reportedly, 161 countries are affected by human traffi cking as either 
sources, transit centers or destinations.

• 80% of traffi cked victims are women. More 
and more young girls and women are being 
sold, traffi cked, or forced into prostitution.
• The average age of traffi cking victims world-
wide is 12 years old.
• Every 120 seconds a child is sold into slavery 
- 30 per hour - 720 a day - 1.2 million a year.
This is why we must take a stand now.

Cantrell’s Heat & Air Is A Proud 
Sponsor of the Run For Their 

Lives Race.  January 28, 2017

Sign Up At:
www.freedom424.org/r4It/races/knoxville

Marshall Stair, Finbarr 
Saunders and George C. 
Wallace.

With the city, county and 
state budgets nearly com-
plete, the funds will likely 
not be available in 2017 
but it was Wallace who 
broke things down on the 
simplest terms.

“You have to get the may-
or’s attention,” he said.

The city council mem-
bers present at last week’s 
meeting agreed to help 
Advocacy for Fountain City 
attain its meeting with 
Rogero.

“This was very positive,” 
Fugate said. “We’re going 
to get our meeting with 
the mayor in the coming 
weeks.”

Following its meeting 
with Rogero, Advocacy for 
Fountain City will convene 
again. That meeting will 
likely be on a Friday night 
according to Fugate.

Fountain 
City group 

The Knoxville-Knox 
County Metropolitan Plan-
ning Commission meets 
Thursday and begins the 
year with a full plate for 
the planning staff. 

The MPC is tasked with 
several city and county 
projects including study-
ing parking lot regulations, 
considering zoning chang-
es for auction houses, 
looking at defining rural 
retreats, creating a possi-
ble Entertainment District 
category, revising zoning 
regulations, creating 
mixed-use  districts and 
defining event facilities.

During the meeting this 
week the MPC will con-
sider several requests 
from the City of Knoxville, 
one of which is a request 
from the Knoxville Police 

Department to rezone 2.6 
acres for a K-9 Dog Training 
facility. The lot is located 
between Howard Baker Jr 
Drive and Lula Drive. Cyn-
thia Gass, Deputy Chief, is 
making the request.

The city is also asking the 
MPC to rezone a piece of 
property recently annexed 
to change the site to RP-1 
with restrictions. The site, 
on the west side of Broom 
Road and Northwest side 
of Sherill Blvd, is vacant 
land with a planned com-
mercial use. Parker Prop-
erties is the owner.

The tentative agenda 
for Thursday’s meeting 
has sixty-six different 
requests. The MPC is cel-
ebrating its 60th year as 
the planning arm of both 
the city and the county. 

Planning 
Commission 
busy in 2017

The United 
States Supreme 
Court is the high-
est body in the 
judicial system of 
the United States.  
It is made up of 
nine justices, or 
judges, who hear 
cases involving 
primarily consti-
tutional issues, 
and often they decide cases 
that affect us in our daily 
lives and interactions.

How does a case get 
before the Supreme Court?  
A case will start out at a 
lower court, and will have 
to be decided, and then 
appealed twice prior to 
reaching the Supreme 
Court.  So that means that 
the Supreme Court will be 
making a decision on an 
issue that that has already 
been decided twice, and 
they will either agree with 
what has been ruled by a 
different court, or they will 
change the ruling.

Attorneys ask the 
Supreme Court to hear a 
large number of cases each 
year, but the Supreme Court 
will not actually hear the 
case unless four of the jus-
tices vote to hear the case.  
If they do not decide to hear 
a case, then the decision of 
the lower court will remain 
in place.

When a case is heard 
before the Supreme Court, 
there are no witnesses, and 
the time period for arguing 
cases is fairly short, typically 

less than an hour.  
The Court will 
often be decid-
ing how to apply 
a law, or whether 
a law should be 
changed.  After 
the Court hears 
the arguments 
from the attor-
neys, they will 
meet and vote on 

how to rule on the case with 
a simple majority making 
the decision.  So if an attor-
ney can get five justices to 
vote for their position, then 
they will win the case.

One of the justices will 
then write an opinion (mean-
ing, their clerk will write an 
opinion) that states the 
ruling of the Court, and it 
will be published six to eight 
months after the hearing.

The most recent big deci-
sion of the Supreme Court 
that most people know 
about is the legalizing gay 
marriage.  As I said at the 
beginning, many of the 
Supreme Court decisions 
have a substantial effect on 
our country.

Jedidiah McKeehan is 
an attorney practicing in 
Knox County and surround-
ing counties.  He works 
in many areas, including 
criminal, personal injury, 
landlord-tenant, probate, 
and estate planning. Visit 
attorney-knoxville.com for 
more information about 
this legal issue and other 
legal issues.

She was a 
schoolteacher; 
he was a 
scoutmaster. 

“ T h e i r 
contributions to 
our families, our 
churches, and in 
our community 
have been selfless 
on their part and 
rewarding to our 
community,” Becky Calfee 
said. She is referring to 
Betty and Clayton Sharp, 
an outstanding couple of 
the Gibbs Community. Betty 
taught at Gibbs Elementary 
School, and Clayton helped 
start the first Scout Troop 
500 at Clapp’s Chapel 
United Methodist Church in 
the mid-1950s. 

They have been active 
in several organizations, 

including Gibbs 
Ruritan Club, 
Nicholas Gibbs 
Society, and 
Clapp’s Chapel 
United Methodist 
Church. The 
Sharps have 
been volunteers 
at St. Mary’s 
Hospital and St. 
Mary’s Hospice 

where they have been 
honored for their many 
hours of dedicated service. 
Many former Gibbs students 
attended school with their 
sons, Rancy and Monty. 

On Sunday, January 22, 
2017, from 2 – 5 p.m., 
Ron and Becky Calfee are 
helping host a celebration 
for Betty’s 90th birthday 
and Clayton’s 95th! 

Becky said they request 

no gifts, but she asks 
everyone to write about 
their favorite memory of the 
Sharps in a card or letter 
and place in a mailbox that 
will be at the entrance of 
the fellowship hall. If you 
are unable to come, please 
mail to Ron and Becky 
Calfee, 7917 Emory Road, 
Corryton, TN 37721. For 
more information, call 865-

313-5033. The event will not 
be canceled should there be 
inclement weather. 

Former scouts, former 
students, teachers who 
taught with Betty, and 
friends of the Sharps, come 
and celebrate with this 
special couple and make 
another memory for the 
schoolteacher and the 
scoutmaster!

Come Celebrate with The Sharps!
Picture of Clayton and Betty Sharp, courtesy of Becky Calfee

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.

com
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When people 
are together for 
any length of 
time, they are 
bound to argue. 
If they are family 
members, the 
spats are worse, 
sometimes even 
leading to fights. 
To be honest, 
most of those 
family quarrels 
begin over rather ridicu-
lous things. 

Husbands and wives 
sometimes have disagree-
ments. When Amy and I 
first married, those times 
came quite often. We were 
learning to live together, 
something that is difficult 
for two individuals who 
have never been in such 
a close relationship. Each 
of us made messes that 
irked the other. Sometimes 
the arguments began over 
what television show we 
would watch. 

Most of the time, I wound 
up in trouble with my wife 
for being “insensitive.” I’d 
say or do something that 
Amy considered thought-
less. Did I know that I had 
hurt her feelings by my 
comments or actions? No, 
I was oblivious to the faux 
pas, but I knew that some-
thing I did had landed me 
in trouble. Any attempts 
at discussion usually led 
to my wife’s going silent 
and my growing frustrat-
ed and angry. The resolu-
tion to the situation arrived 
when I uttered, “I’m sorry’” 
although I had no idea what 
sin I had committed. 

Brothers and sisters con-
stantly argue. The older 
child has an intense dis-
like for younger family 

members. Life 
was so much 
better when the 
older one was 
the only one. 
Fights occur 
everywhere; that 
includes at home 
and in cars, 
motel  rooms, 
and restau -
rants. A younger 
child invades the 

space of the older one, and 
screams of “get out of my 
room” echo throughout the 
house.

In cars, the wars start in 
the back seat. One child 
squalls, “Stop touching 
me” That only serves to 
up the ante as the offend-
ing small person holds a 
finger just above the com-
plainer’s arm. “Stop! STOP! 
STOP!” the volume goes up 
with each successive com-
mand until the sound is 
close to piercing adult ear-
drums. At that point, the 
parent chimes in with his 
own demanding barks that 
tell both sides to cease 
and desist. The command 
is usually followed by a 
demand that begins with 
“Or else.” Only the bravest 
children dare to tempt fate 
then; they know that the 
wrath of a stressed parent 
can lead to painful conse-
quences.

Teens and their parents 
engage in the most ridicu-
lous arguments. The young-
er person punches the but-
tons of the parent, and the 
fight is on. My daughter 
Lacey was a master button 
pusher. She would com-
plain about home, and on 
one occasion commented 
that she wished she could 
leave and never come 

back. I replied that I wished 
I could help her pack her 
bags. That wasn’t the best 
way to handle the situation, 
but she had managed to 
push the right buttons to 
lead to the answer. 

One evening the family 
traveled to West Town 
Mall. I noticed that Lacey 
was sporting a thumb ring. 
For the life of me, I didn’t 
understand it, so I com-
mented that “The demise 
of the Egyptian civilization 
was in part due to the pre-
occupation with personal 
appearance. For a minute 
the entire family sat silent, 
somewhat dumbfounded 
by the comment. Then my 
loving wife, who should have 
supported me, spewed out 
laughter that was followed 
by raucous yuks from my 
children. I fumed the rest 
of the evening, and when 
we arrived home, Amy and 
I spent more than a few 
minutes arguing about her 
outburst. Years later, I see 
why she found my words so 
humorous perfectly. 

Over the years, my family 
has engaged in some ridic-
ulous arguments. Most of 
the time, they were based 
on raw moods or inabili-
ties to adapt to situations. 
In the end, however, we still 
love each other and have 
survived those disagree-
ments with little or no last-
ing repercussions. The 
best thing about those bat-
tles is that they bring back 
memories that are always 
followed by laughter. Yes, 
families engage in absurd 
arguments, but they give 
a bit of spice and color to 
life. They also teach folks to 
develop thicker skins. 

Family arguments

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Your One-Stop 
Source For 

Total Car Care

Engine Replacement
Specialist

$200 off
Re-manufactured engine installation • FREE Estimate

Nationwide warranty • Military discounts
Domestic, foreign, trucks, vans, RVs & 4x4s

AR 2608 With this coupon

Rebuilt
Transmissions

 $200 off
FREE road test • FREE 19 point diagnostic check plus parts

AR 2608 With this coupon
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Oil 
Change 
& Filter 

$1490*
Change oil (Up to 5 Qts. 5w30/

bulk oil, other weights add’l)
Replace oil � lter

Lubricate chassis (if applicable)
Free vehicle maintenance 

inspection
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Free brake inspection

With this coupon
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*4 cyl, 6 & 8 cyl. Imports Additional   

Install new spark plugs Platinum/iridium OEM plugs additional
 Inspect fi lters, belts & hoses • Inspect fuel delivery system 
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AR 2608 With this coupon

30/60/90 Scheduled
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  $17990*
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Disc Brake Service

$6990*
*Per axle. Some foreign cars, trucks & vans add’l

New brake pads • Inspect rotors & drums, turning add’l
FREE brake & vehicle maintenance inspection

Inspect master cylinder & brake hoses
Add fl uid as needed • Test drive vehicle

Ceramic pads additional
AR 2608 With this coupon

Fuel System Cleaning 
Service

$3990*
*SUVs & minivans extra. fuel � lter add’l

Helps reduce emissions • Recommended every 12,000 miles
Helps save costly repairs

AR 2608 With this coupon

Radiator Fluid Exchange

$5990*
Complete exchange of coolant

Replace with up to 2 gallons antifreeze • Dex-cool and some 
manufacturer speci� ed � uid additional

AR 2608 With this coupon

Computerized Engine 
Diagnostic

FREE
Call center for details

FREE CODING READING

AR 2608 With this coupon

Used Vehicle 
Inspection

FREE
Before you buy a used car, have it inspected to be sure there are no 

hidden problems • Call center for details, repairs additional

AR 2608 With this coupon

From

LOCALLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED
KNOXVILLE

1810 N Broadway Street, Knoxville, TN 37917

865-247-7040
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COMMERCIAL 
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DISCOUNT 
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By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

If you own a historic home or com-
mercial building the city may have some 
money for you for renovations. You have 
to ask for some of the $500,000 set 
aside in the Historic Preservation Fund. 
The city’s Department of Community 
Development is accepting applications 
now with one additional requirement.

Applicants must attend a pre-propos-
al meeting set for 10 a.m. Wednesday in 
Room 511 in the City-County Building. 
The deadline for written questions to be 
submitted  to the Assistant Purchasing 
Agent is Tuesday, February 7th and the 
proposal deadline is Tuesday, February 
14th.

Requests for grants cannot be consid-
ered unless the applicant attends the 
meeting this week. 

Since 2014, $500,000 of the city 
budget has been allocated to help owners 
preserve historic structure each year.

Some of the 14 structures receiving 

funds in the past include the Mabry-
Hazen House, Historic Riverside, the 
Tennessee Theatre,  Craighead-Jackson 
House, Branson House, First Christian 
Church, Keener Building,  Bijou Theatre,  
Kerns Bakery building and the Park City 
Church.  

Becky Wade, Director of Community 
Development, said the grants have led 
to repairs and renovations at several sig-
nificant and historic structures that might 
have otherwise languished. She said the 
goal is to bring back the buildings so they 
can be utilized and enjoyed by the com-
munity.

The RFP for “Funding for Improve-
ments of Historic Buildings” can be found 
at www.knoxvilletn.gov/bids. Applicants 
must own the property and funding will 
be secured by a deed of trust of that 
property. More information is available 
from Janice McClelland by calling (865) 
215-2063 or by emailing her at imcclel-
land@knoxvilletn.gov. 

Historic renovation money available

The Craighead-Jackson House, built in 1818 by John Craighead, was one of the places 
to get a preservation grant from the city. The house was given to the Blount Mansion 
Association in 1957 by the city and state and opened to the public in 1966.
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By Mike Steely 
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Who would have imag-
ined a few years ago that 
you could bike or walk 42 
miles of trails in South 
Knoxville? Knoxville’s 
Urban Wilderness has 
grown to become a 
praised and noticed 
regional greenway 
system.

Knoxville’s Urban 
Wilderness now has three 
main areas: The South 
Loop Trails, the Battlefield 
Loop, and the newer 
Baker Creek Preserve. 
The Urban Wilderness 
will eventually join Alcoa 
Highway and Ijams Nature 
Center with connections 
to downtown. 

Five new trails and 
about 100 acres were 
added to the combined 
Wilderness with the open-
ing of the Red Bud Bridge 
last summer. This bridge 
connected Baker Creek 
Preserve to the South 
Loop, adding seven miles 
of trails, a bike pump 
track and an adventure 
playground for children. 
The Baker Creek play-
ground is located just 
behind the former Sevier 
Heights Baptist Church. 
The playground features 

natural, interactive and 
bike features for kids of 
all ages. There’s a  hang-
ing bamboo chime for 
kids to run through and 
make music, log rounds 
for balancing, a miniature 
climbing wall, slides and a 

climbing play net. 
The Baker Creek 

Preserve features five 
multi-use,  two-way trails 
and three mountain bike 
downhill trails, provid-
ing more than 7 miles 
of adventure. The South 

Loop has more than 12 
miles and connects with 
Ijams Nature Center, 
Forks of the River Wildlife 
Area, Anderson School 
Trails, William Hastee 
Natural Area and Marie 
Myers Park. There’re also 

more than 30 miles of 
secondary trails. 

The Preserve was cre-
ated by Legacy Parks 
thanks to the donation 
from the Wood Family 
Foundation in honor of 
Hobson Patrick (Pat) 

Wood who died at age 
83 in 2012. Wood was 
a noted real estate 
developer, founder 
of the Wood Agency, 
Wood Properties and 
Lawler Wood, LLC. He 
was an Army veteran, 
chairman of the Knox 
County Development 
Corporation, a member of 
the MPC, and a member 
of the Knox County Court.  
Wood was involved 
with bringing the 1982 
World’s Fair to Knoxville 
and is remembered as 
a community leader and 
philanthropist. 

More recently the 
Wood family donated four 
acres to Legacy Parks 
to be used by the Police 
Department for a canine 
unit just across from the 
Public Safety Building on 
Howard Baker Jr. Avenue.

Trail names in the 
Preserve were chosen for 
the terrain and history 
of the property. “Pappy’s 
Way” and “Pappy’s Point” 
were named in honor of 
Pat Wood. 

The Red Bud Bridge 
was built by private dona-
tions to Legacy Parks 
and the Appalachian 
Mountain Bike Club. 

Photo by Mike Steely.

The Red Bud pedestrian bridge crosses Red Bud Road and the span links up the new Baker Creek Preserve with 
Knoxville’s South Loop Urban Wilderness trails system for walkers and bikers. 

Baker Creek Preserve adds seven miles to Urban Wilderness

By Mike Steely 
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The recent disastrous 
fires in the Gatlinburg area 
have prompted a push in 
Knoxville to engage citi-
zens in getting involved 
during local disasters. 
Relying on new outlets for 
quick information isn’t reli-
able enough and citizens at 
the scene can contribute 
directly to the Emergency 
Contact Network.

T h e  O f f i c e  o f 
Neighborhoods is pair-
ing with the Knoxville-
Knox County Emergency 
Management Agency 
(KEMA) to involve com-
munities and citizens in 
becoming the eyes and 
ears of the Emergency 
Operations Center.

During an emergency, 

which could include fires, 
storms, wind damage, 
or other natural or man-
made catastrophes, some-
one from the Emergency 
Operation Center uses 
texts or emails to ask net-
work volunteers to report 
on their immediate sur-
roundings. The informa-
tion is compiled with other 
reports to give the center 
a better picture of a crisis. 

Communications can be 
very effective when disas-
ter strikes and it is impor-
tant for the Center to get 
as much information as 
possible. The Emergency 
Operation Center gives cit-
izens a way to help their 
community in a meaning-
ful way. 

Get involved as an Emergency Contact

Photo by lettie Steely.

What would you do if disaster like this Gatlinburg scene took place in Knox County? The Emergency Operations Center 
needs volunteers to respond with information about local catastrophes. 
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By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Need Cash? 
Turn unwanted household items into 
money!  Call Fountain City Auction at 

(865) 604-3468

Cont. from page 1

Glenn Jacobs 
owner/agent

are you really covered... 
or is there a disastrous 

GaP lurking in your 
policies? 

call for our FRee report, 
The 7 Deadly Insurance 

Gaps.

neW locaTIon
6824 Maynardville Pike

Knoxville, Tn 37918

(865) 622-4576

S p e c t a c u l a r 
condo In 
the heart of 
S e v I e r v I l l e . 
Totally updated 
from the HVAC unit 
to the door hinges. 

Lovely gas fireplace, beautiful ceiling fans, crown molding, 
large MBR with large closet space, 
and 2 full baths updated. MLS 984726 
$125,900

Cell: 865-789-2180
www.tnhomesbykaren.com

521 W Lamar Alexander Pkwy 
Maryville TN 37801

KAREN TERRY

865-977-0770

KELLY DEEL
Cell: 865-776-7541
www.kellydeel.com

So Much hoMe for the price!!! Stunning ALL brick 3 level 
home in park-like neighborhood!!! 4BRs with 2 BONUS 
rooms, 3.5BAs. Spacious layout, large rooms, screened-in pa-
tio, 3 car garage. MLS 982083 $279,900

Walk up the brick pathway to this charming 1930’s updated 
home within minutes to downtown! Spacious 2BD, 1BA, 
hardwoods, sunroom, garage, carport and basement. New 
paint inside and out.  MLS 981877 
REDUCED $139,900

“Always Count on the REAL DEEL!”

Each Keller Williams office is independently owned and operated

5616 Kingston Pk, Ste 201 
Knoxville, TN 37919

865-694-5904

Basement Rancher with tons of space offers 3 BRs, 2 BAs, all 
brick w/ hardwood thru-out. Large Great room, master on 
main, 2 FPs, oversized family room and awesome sun room/
bonus-room with walk out deck, garage, large fenced-in back. 
Newer HVAC and Roof. MLS 985572 $145,900

BUYING OR SELLING?

I am a native Knoxvillian and 
a multi-million dollar producer 
here to assist you with ALL of 
your real estate needs. 

RESIDENTIAL, 
COMMERCIAL, LAND, 

FORECLOSED PROPERTIES 
& INVESTMENT PROPERTY

Let me tell you how to BUY 
a house with LITTLE TO NO 
MONEY DOWN!  No kidding! 

Call, text or email me TODAY! 

FREDDA TEMPLES, 
Realtor
Cell: 865-659-4024
Email:   
freddatemples@
gmail.com

I VOLUNTEER TO 
BE YOUR REALTOR 

FOR LIFE!

(865) 922-5500
Office

5034 N Broadway, 
Suite 240 

Knoxville, TN 37918

T h e  O f f i c e  o f 
Neighborhood’s Emergency 
Preparedness Plan is avail-
able and can be adapted to 
the need of any city neigh-
borhood. The idea is for the 
neighbors to work togeth-
er and to think about how 
their community can sur-
vive if emergency respond-
ers are unable to respond 
in the first two to four 
days. 

The Neighborhood 
Emergency Preparedness 
Speaker Series can help 
obtain officials to attend 
neighborhood meetings 
and present informa-
tion or conduct a training 
session. 

Par ticipating agen-
cies in the speaker series 
include the American Red 
Cross, the Knox County 
Health Department, the 
Emergency Management 
Agency, the Knoxville 
Utilities Board and City of 
Knoxville Fire and Police 
Departments.

You can join the 
Emergency Contact 
Network by contacting 
Wyatt Pless of the Office of 
Neighborhoods at wpless@
knoxvilletn.gov or call at 
(865) 215-3456.  One or 
more people from the fol-
lowing neighborhoods 
are already members: 
Anteelah Trail, Brittany 
Place, Curtis Lane, Deane 

Hill, Downtown, Eastport, 
Edgewood, Whittle Springs, 
Fairmont Emoriland, Fourth 
and Gill, Fountain City, 
Glenview, Highland Hills, 
Island Home Park, Jackson 
Gray Central, Kingston 
Woods, Montgomery 
Village, Moss Creek 
Pleasant Ridge School, 
Murray Drive, Old City, 
Old North Knoxville, Old 
Westmoreland, Parkridge, 
Riverside, Sequoyah Hills, 
South Knoxville, Bearden 
Village, Timbercrest, Vestal, 
View Park, West Haven, 
West Hills and West View. 

Even if you live in one 
of the neighborhood that 
already has a member you 
should join also.

Get involved as an 
Emergency Contact

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Powell is a unique com-
munity near the northern 
Knox County line, with its 
very own zip code and 
“downtown” that devel-
oped along the railroad 
there. Now bypassed by 
the new Powell Drive, his-
toric downtown Powell 
looks forward to a thriving 
future.

Commissioner Charles 
Busler represents North 
Knox County’s 7th District 
which contains Powell, 
where he has lived for 
more than 40 years. Last 
year Busler led the county 
commissioners into fund-
ing the purchase of the 
former Heiskell Community 
Center there and with the 
approval of local citizens 
operating the facility. As 
an active member of his 
community he shared his 
knowledge of Powell with 
The Focus.

“Powell was original-
ly named Powell Station 
because of the rail line 
that runs through the com-
munity. There is another 

story for the term Powell 
Station— that it was a 
northern look out for 
Indians,” Busler said. 

“Powell Station was 
established in 1789, two 
years before Knoxville in 
1791. The area that is 
inside the 37849 zip code 
has a population that larger 
than the city of Oak Ridge 
and the city of Clinton,” he 
continued.

“Why the term ‘com-
munity’ is used so often 
with Powell is because of 
the local businesses like 
Weigel’s. It is still fami-
ly-owned,” he said. The 
convenience store chain, 
founded in 1935 as a 
dairy, now has more than 
64 stores in our region.

“Powell High School is 
one of the oldest schools 
in Knox County and the 
school has one of the 
oldest alumni associa-
tions in the south, started 
in 1917. The Powell High 
School band is one of the 
largest, if not the largest, in 
the county,” Busler said.

“The principal, Chad 

Smith, is an alumnus of 
Powell,” he added.

“There is the Powell 
Playhouse, started by and 
run by the community. Even 
though there is a large pop-
ulation you have the feel-
ing of a small community,” 

he said, attributing the 
area’s tight-knit identity to 
“Powell Pride.”

The greater Powell com-
munity stretches from 
Callahan Road and I-75 
north to the Anderson 
County line. The area’s 

business growth has includ-
ed the Walmart Complex 
at Clinton Highway and 
Callahan, as well as the 
Target Shopping Center 
and related stores. More 
recently the opening of the 
Kroger Super Center on 

Emory Road, just west of 
I-75 at the former air field, 
and the opening of Food 
City and Kroger on Clinton 
Highway are adding to the 
local economy.

Charles Busler talks about Powell

Photo by Mike Steely.

Although Powell Station grew up around the railroad there it actually predates the tracks and even the city of Knoxville. 
The downtown area continues to reflect that railroad history. 

REDUCED!

Adorable All Brick Basement Rancher on 1.06 
Acre. Large kitchen with granite, and new 
windows through out house. Split BR. Large 
walk in closet in Master. Beautiful screened 
in porch with mountain views. Rec room w 
lots of storage. 2-car garage w/additional 
detached garage, work shop and carport.  
MLS 955993 $175,000

JACQUIE LITTON
Cell: 865-660-1016 

100 Dalton Place Way, Ste 101, 
Knoxville, TN 37912

Each offi ce independently owned & operated.

REDUCED PRICE End Unit Condo that shows like new. 
Freshly painted throughout with a beautiful Modern Grey. 
New Grey carpet with upgraded padding. Tile in kitchen 
& baths, Stainless appliances. Hardwood in Great Room & 
Dining RM, Master Suite on main. Cathedral Ceilings in Great 
RM, Dining Rm & Kitchen. Recessed Lighting. Downstairs 
includes 2 bdrm & bath, Rec Room, large storage room & 
laundry. Private Patio area. Unbelievable space & location. 
MLS  935924 $169,900

Keller Williams Realty, Emory Partners/865-862-8316/ 100 Dalton Place Way, Suite 101, Knoxville, TN 37912
/ LIC# 00259418/ Each Keller William’s office is Independently Owned & Operated

KELLER WILLIAMS OFFICE
865-862-8318

BEAUTIFUL END UNIT CONDO REDUCED! PRICED TO SELL

IMMACULATE ALL BRICK ONE-LEVEL RANCHER LOCATED ON 
1.2 ACRES! Features include a spacious open living area with 
beautiful hdwd � ooring, wood beam ceilings & � replace with 
insert in family room. Updated bathrooms, large shower w/
sep soaking tub. Great kitchen w/lots of cabinet space, tile 
� ooring & many updates. Includes DETACHED TWO CAR 
GARAGE w/ large adjoining room. 4 stall horse barn with 
fenced area & storage shed. MLS 942260 $214,900

LOOK! JUST LISTED

Great Floor plan in this well maintained 4BR, 3BA rancher. 
Roof and sky lights 4 yrs old. Large rooms through out house 
with tons of storage. House would be a great investment for 
someone. Super family neighborhood with Pool (Must Pay 
Pool Fee). MLS 942375 $164,900

REALTY
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After having lost the 1972 
race for the U. S. Senate 
to incumbent Howard 
Baker by a wide margin, 
Ray Blanton found himself 
out of Congress. Blanton 
returned to Tennessee and 
immediately began plant-
ing the seeds for an expect-
ed bid for the Democratic 
gubernatorial nomination 
in 1974.

Democrats were shocked 
by the extent of Howard 
Baker’s victory and began 
to worry regaining the gov-
ernor’s office might not be 
as easy as they had imag-
ined. Governor Winfield 
Dunn was constitutional-
ly prohibited from running 
for a second term in 1974 
and there were any number 
of ambitious Democrats 
who longed to be gover-
nor. For that matter, there 
were more than a few 
Republicans who harbored 
gubernatorial ambitions. 

The one thing Ray Blanton 
had accomplished during his 
senatorial bid was unifying 
the fractured Democratic 
Party in Tennessee. Warring 
factions were hardly new in 
either Tennessee or the 
Democratic Party; yet for 
fifty years, the Volunteer 
State had been almost 
entirely a one-party state. 
Bitter fights mattered little 
when they were settled 
with finality in the prima-
ry. With the Republicans 
a real threat, factionalism 
had led to a series of stun-
ning defeats for Tennessee 
Democrats. The sudden 
death of Senator Estes 
Kefauver had sparked 
a fierce primary contest 
between Governor Frank 
Clement and Congressman 
Ross Bass. Bass had gone 
on to win the special elec-
tion over Howard Baker 
in 1964, but the race 
was uncomfortably close. 
Memphis Republican Dan 
Kuykendall had won more 
than 46% of the vote in 
the 1964 general elec-
tion against Albert Gore for 
Tennessee’s other Senate 
seat. By 1973, Republicans 
occupied the governorship, 
both Senate seats, and five 
out of eight congressional 
seats. Some Democrats 
worried that if Ray Blanton 
had indeed unified the 
Democratic Party and still 
lost by almost 275,000, 
what were the prospects 
for victory against a similar-
ly united Republican Party 
in 1974?

Blanton’s senatorial can-
didacy had been endorsed 
by Alabama governor 
George Wallace just before 
the election and Senator 
Baker won somewhere 
between 35% - 40% of the 
black vote. While Blanton 
did win a healthy majori-
ty of the African-American 
vote in Tennessee, it was 
hardly enough to carry him 
to victory. 

Ray Blanton, along with 
a host of other prospective 
candidates for governor 
attended a Democratic rally 
in upper East Tennessee 
near Thanksgiving in 
1973. Stan Snodgrass, 
who had run for governor 

in 1970, was present, 
along with State Treasurer 
Tom Wiseman and state 
Attorney General David 
Pack. Lieutenant Governor 
John Wilder was seen shak-
ing hands with anyone and 
everyone. Jim McKinney was 
there, but his own guber-
natorial ambitions had suf-
fered a major setback when 
he was deposed as Speaker 
of the Tennessee House of 
Representatives by Ned 
McWherter. The mayor of 
Waverly, Tennessee, Jimmy 
Powers, worked the crowd, 
as did a newcomer, Jake 
Butcher.

All of the would-be can-
didates were introduced, 
save for Butcher, yet the 
banker worked the crowd 
like an expert. The newly 
elected Chairman of the 
Tennessee Democratic 
Party, Jim Sasser, was on 
hand as well.

In January of 1974, Ellis 
Binkley, the political report-
er for the Kingsport Times, 
wrote that he had recently 
ridden with Senator Howard 
Baker from Johnson City to 
Kingsport. During the ride, 
they naturally talked poli-
tics. Senator Baker felt the 
GOP could retain the gov-
ernorship and believed the 
Republicans could field a 
superlative candidate. Baker 
worried that Congressman 
Dan Kuykendall might 
have some trouble being 
reelected. Kuykendall, a 
loquacious man, was often 
referred to as “Tennessee’s 
Talking Horse.” Senator 
Baker also expressed some 
concern for newly elected 
Congressman Robin Beard 
if Ray Blanton opted to run 
for his old seat in the House 
of Representatives. 

It was soon readily appar-
ent Blanton had no interest 
in returning to Congress. 

Baker was then a member 
of the Senate’s special 
Watergate Committee and 
he had not assessed the 
potential damage to the 
party of Richard Nixon. 
Watergate and the fall of 
Richard Nixon was to have 
serious political repercus-
sions for the Republican 
Party nationally and in 
Tennessee.

Ray Blanton announced 
his candidacy for the 
Democratic nomination for 
governor on May 7, 1974 
with a media splash, hold-
ing news conferences all 
across Tennessee.

Citing the fact he had 
traveled extensively across 
the Volunteer State, 
Blanton said, “The people 
of Tennessee have asked 
me to seek the high office 
of Governor.”

Blanton naturally remind-
ed voters of his legisla-
tive experience, having 
been a member of both 
the Tennessee House of 
Representatives and the U. 
S. House of Representatives. 
The former congressman 
also pointed to his busi-
ness experience as further 
qualification for holding the 
governorship.

It was clear Ray Blanton 
intended to wage a popu-
list campaign, noting his 

concern about “high prices 
getting higher” and said 
he had always had kept 
an open line of communi-
cation with the people he 
represented. Blanton prom-
ised “that policy will never 
change when I am elect-
ed governor, because I am 
absolutely convinced that 
person-to-person commu-
nication is the only source 
of true representation for 
the people of this state.”

That was a particularly 
ironic pledge considering 
the imperial nature of Ray 
Blanton’s governorship.

Blanton was the sixth 
Democrat to officially enter 
the gubernatorial contest 
and had to share head-
lines with Republican Nat 
Winston who said he would 
contest the GOP nomina-
tion for governor.

Soon the Democratic 
candidates were bickering 
about the need to disclose 
campaign contributions. 
Hudley Crockett, a former 
newscaster, noted the legis-
lature, not the news media, 
formulated and passed 
state law. Ray Blanton com-
mented on the need to limit 
campaign contributions.

Blanton said, “Right now 
we’re getting to the point 
that we put public offices 
up for sale.”

The former congress-
man admitted all politicians 
were suspect in the eyes of 
the public, but declared 
that it would be futile for 
Democrats to attempt to 
use the Watergate issue 
as it would be “whipping 
a horse after the horse is 
dead.”

Blanton would change his 
mind in the general elec-
tion contest with Lamar 
Alexander.

By the time the filing 
deadline closed for the 
Democratic primary, there 
were at least twelve can-
didates competing for 
the governorship. The 
final candidates included 
not only Ray Blanton, but 
banker Jake Butcher, State 
Treasurer Tom Wiseman, 
Hudley Crockett, Stan 
Snodgrass, Chattanooga 
businessman Franklin 
Haney, former U. S. senator 
Ross Bass, and Tennessee 
Attorney General David 
Pack.

The primary campaign 
produced some campaign 
jingles by country music leg-
ends. Tammy Wynette sang 
a version of her famous 
Stand By Your Man on 
behalf of Tom Wiseman. Yet 
it was Dottie West’s song 

for Ray Blanton that is still 
remembered today. West 
adapted Country Sunshine 
to Ray of Blanton Sunshine. 
A later song, Pardon Me Ray 
had Tennesseans laughing 
just a few later. 

The primary campaign 
soon became heated. 
Former Attorney General 
David Pack charged that he 
possessed evidence that 
at least one of his oppo-
nents was engaging in vote 
buying. 

Former Senator Ross 
Bass’s brother, Horace, 
complained the Bass cam-
paign’s lack of money was 
due to the fact they had 
“conducted an honest 
‘take it to the people’ cam-
paign. There has been no 
vulgar display of wild money 
splurges, no liquor parties, 
no big steak dinners. We 
have spent our money in a 
very responsible fashion by 
not trying to buy ‘political 
endorsements’. “Nor have 
we invaded the sanctity of 
churches to make a pitch 
for votes.”

Stan Snodgrass remind-
ed voters one candidate 
had been accused of having 
accepted illegal contribu-
tions. Snodgrass also noted 
that Tom Wiseman was 
“under a cloud of suspicion 
for the way he ran the state 
Treasurer’s office.”

Blanton stressed his inten-
tion to “make Tennessee 
an invitation for industry” if 
elected governor and yes, 
Blanton regularly mangled 
the English language some-
thing Knoxville’s own Victor 
Ashe once offered to help 
him with.

One of the few issues 
in the primary that gener-
ated interest and debate 
amongst the contend-
ers was the death pen-
alty while attending the 
West Tennessee Mayor’s 
Association. When que-
ried about supporting the 
death penalty, Ross Bass 
replied, “I had rather not be 
governor than have to kill 
anybody.”

The moderator had 
asked any of the six candi-
dates attending the meet-
ing if he opposed the death 
penalty to stand up. After 
a few moments of silence, 
Bass slowly came to his 
feet. Wearing a seersucker 
suit in the sweltering West 
Tennessee summer, Bass 
sorrowfully said, “If ever I 
had you, I’m about to lose 
you.”

Bass was forthright in 
his opposition to the death 
penalty, saying, “If the 

state of Tennessee were to 
pass a law that would meet 
Supreme Court require-
ments and would require 
capital punishment, this 
man could not pull the 
lever.”

“If I had the power to save 
that life, I’d have to save it,” 
Bass confessed.

The reception to Senator 
Bass’s honesty was icy 
silence from the mayors. 
The only person who liter-
ally applauded Bass’s com-
ments was attorney Jim 
Emison of Alamo.

The former senator 
added, “I have had dreams 
occasionally because I had 
to drop a few bombs during 
World War II. I don’t know 
where the bombs hit, but I 
hope to God they didn’t hit 
anybody.”

Ray Blanton told the 
mayors he was opposed 
to the way capital punish-
ment had been employed in 
the past, but felt some form 
of capital punishment was 
necessary, if for no other 
reason as a deterrent to 
crime. Blanton’s view was 
echoed by Hudley Crockett 
and Jimmy Powers. Jake 
Butcher had already left the 
meeting before the ques-
tion was posed and Stan 
Snodgrass said nothing at 
all.

Blanton used the opportu-
nity to declare his dislike of 
revenue sharing (which had 
been sponsored by Senator 
Howard Baker). The former 
congressman believed his 
views had been proven over 
time, growling, “Tennessee 
is 50th out of the 50 states 
in the amount of revenue 
that is being shared.”

Powers, the mayor of 
Waverly, Tennessee, sharp-
ly disagreed with Blanton.

“Revenue sharing has 
been a wonderful thing for 
Tennessee,” he said. “The 
thing that has hurt the 
municipalities in Tennessee 
is the impoundment of 
funds by the President.”

Jake Butcher, in his 
comments before leav-
ing, admitted he had no 
record on which to cam-
paign, but promised that 
were he to be elected gov-
ernor, he would “work with 
all my efforts to insure that 
state government will work 
with all municipalities in the 
state.”

By July Ray Blanton was 
ahead in the polls, but the 
former congressman admit-
ted that might only be the 
result of his having run a 
statewide race two years 
previously and boosted 

his name recognition. Jake 
Butcher and Franklin Haney 
poured money into the cam-
paign, concentrating on 
media. According to offi-
cial campaign disclosures, 
Haney outspent all of his 
competitors.

Just about everybody 
thought the primary elec-
tion would be very close 
and each of the candidates 
worked hard to squeeze out 
every vote possible. Ross 
Bass was interviewed on a 
handshaking tour and the 
reporter noticed the former 
senator’s right hand was 
swollen. 

B as s  immediate -
ly recalled that John F. 
Kennedy’s hand had swol-
len to twice its normal size 
from shaking hands.

“It got so bad sometimes 
he’d have to pack it in ice,” 
Bass said. “So I’m not com-
plaining. People instinctively 
reach out and we automati-
cally respond. The personal 
touch means a lot.”

Bass noted his name 
came first on the ballot 
among twelve candidates 
and his advertising point-
edly mentioned he was the 
only candidate running who 
had won a statewide race.

“So a name like Ross 
Bass should be worth a few 
votes,” he chuckled.

As it turned out, it was 
worth far fewer than he 
might have imagined. 
At fifty-eight, Bass was 
past his political prime 
and those speculating 
on the closeness of the 
Democratic primary were 
not disappointed.

Ray Blanton won by an 
eyelash with less than 23% 
of the vote. Jake Butcher 
was close behind with 
just over 20% of the vote. 
Franklin Haney, the biggest 
spender in the primary 
campaign ran fifth, winning 
slightly less than 13% of 
the vote. Former senator 
Ross Bass won only 26,091 
votes, running seventh in a 
field of twelve candidates.

Blanton owed his victory 
to his showing in his native 
West Tennessee. A beam-
ing Ray Blanton was greet-
ed by his mother and wife as 
he arrived at his campaign 
headquarters. Blanton was 
photographed receiving a 
kiss from both his wife and 
mother.

Ray Blanton was ready to 
embark on his second state-
wide race in two years.

Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Ray Blanton Part three

FroM the Author’S PerSonAl collection.

Former Congressman Ray Blanton (left) and GOP gubernatorial nominee Lamar Alexander (right) shake hands 
during the 1974 governor’s race.

Get involved as an 
Emergency Contact
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Hobo the 
Wonder Dog 
lost a friend on 
Christmas Day 
when the car she 
was traveling 
in was involved 
in an accident.   
Losing a pet is 
especially diffi-
cult when know-
ing there was 
something you could have 
done differently to have 
prevented the tragedy.  
Learning from the loss of 
Hobo’s friend may help 
save you and your trust-
ed friend from the same 
fate.  Restraining your pet 
not only protects Fido but 
it also protects you.

Statistics estimate there 
are 34.4 million house-
holds in the United States 
that travel with their pets 
and 80% of those animals 
are estimated to be unre-
strained.  I could not find 
statistics on the number 
of dogs injured or killed in 
motor vehicle accidents.  
According to the National 
Highway Transportation 
Safety Administration’s 
2013 statistics, there 
were 5.7 million automo-
bile crashes with 1.6 mil-
lion injuries and 32,719 
fatalities. Without statis-
tical data, it is difficult to 
estimate the number of 

pets involved in 
motor vehicle 
accidents.  

The impor-
t a n c e  o f 
restraining your 
dog can be illus-
trated by using 
Hobo’s weight 
of 50 pounds.  
If the car he 
is traveling 

in crashes at a speed of 
25mph, it can project him 
forward with a force equal 
to 40 times his weight.  
In this example Hobo 
the Wonder Dog would 
become a 2,000 pound 
impact force.  This force 
would more than likely 
be fatal to him and could 
prove fatal to occupants in 
the vehicle as well. 

So how do we protect 
ourselves and our pets 
when traveling?  With 
many types of restrain-
ing devices on the market 
there is one to fit your dog 
and budget.  Hobo the 
Wonder Dog is restrained 
by a Kurgo harness and 
seat belt attachment—
cost about $30.  These 
products are available 
locally at River Dog Bakery 
on Kingston Pike, Chewy.
com, and about anywhere 
pet supplies are sold.  This 
is not an endorsement of 
any one product.  There 

are many safety products 
to choose from on the 
market today.  We recom-
mend before you purchase 
any safety restraint device, 
you do your due diligence.

What if you are involved 
in an accident and Fido is 
injured will your automobile 
insurance cover your veter-
inarian expenses?  I called 
my State Farm Insurance 
Agent to inquire.  State 
Farm Insurance will not 
cover veterinarian expens-
es of a pet as a result of 
an accident.  I have heard 
some insurance com-
panies do cover pets as 
part of their comprehen-
sive coverage.  Checking 
with your insurance com-
pany on your coverage is 
always a good idea.  Hobo 
the Wonder dog has health 
insurance to cover acci-
dents and illness wherever 
he is and when he travels. 

Hobo the Wonder Dog 
loves to travel and keep-
ing him happy and safe is a 
top priority.  Restrain your 
pet for the safety of every-
one traveling with you.  
Safety harnesses cost 
about $30 to $75 which 
is a small cost when con-
sidering safety, peace of 
mind, and the health of 
your pet.  

Life is better with a well 
restrained dog—woof!

View the entire paper online 
at www.knoxfocus.com

City Council

By Howard Baker, 
RN BSN

Restraining Your Dog

Closing the 
old year

It is a sad time, the end 
of an old year, yet we try to 
liven it up by making res-
olutions, which we invari-
ably don’t keep. A few 
days before January 1st, I 
saw in my little book, “My 
Daily Psalms and Prayers” 
a remarkable prayer that 
helped me cross from the 
old year to the next.  Let me 
share it with you.

”Dear Lord, as each year 
draws to a close, I begin to 
take a long look at myself. 
Where is my life headed? 
What am I accomplish-
ing? And what will I leave 
behind when my time on 
Earth is up? I’m grateful 
for the way you’ve worked 

in my life, but now I look to 
the next generation. Have 
I passed on any faith or 
wisdom to the younger set? 
Have I mentored anyone to 
take my place--whatever 
that place might be? Have I 
inspired the next generation 
to praise you? Lord, let this 
be the focus of the coming 
year for me. Let me pass 
forward your praises.” 

A lot of questions in that 
little short paragraph: What 
a grand gesture to be able 
to have 365 new days to 

supply the answers. If you 
do make resolutions, try to 
keep them up for a change. 
You’ll be surprised how dif-
ferent life will be this year 
because of your determina-
tion to do better.

Remember, God will be 
there to help you along the 
way. Which reminds me of 
one of my favorite hymns.

Abide with me--fast falls 
the eventide.

The darkness deepens--
Lord, with me abide.

When other helpers fail 
and comforts flee,

Help of the helpless, oh, 
abide with me.

- Written by Henry F. Lyte, 
an English hymn writer and 
poet.

Send comments to rose-
merrie@att.net. Thank    
you.

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

“After my first day of 
CrossFit I knew I wanted 
to be a coach,” said Laurie 
Hensley. 

The owner of Red Devil 
CrossFit says that for sev-
eral years her husband 
encouraged her to open 
her own “box.”

In September she found 
the ideal place for a 
CrossFit gym and opened 
Red Devil CrossFit at 
6970 Maynardville Pike in 
Halls. Her husband James 
Hensley owns Cars Etc. 

“I wanted to make a 
difference and be here 
in Halls,” she explained. 
The Halls High Red Devil 
alumna said her name ties 
her into her community. 

“CrossFit is a constant-
ly varied functional fitness 

workout program done in a 
class setting for one hour a 
day with certified CrossFit 
coaches.  All movements 
are scalable to anyone’s 
fitness level from teens 
to grandparents,” Hensley 
said. Classes are held 
Monday to Friday from 
6-9 a.m. in the mornings 
and 4-7 p.m. in the after-
noons and a free class 
for the community is held 
every Saturday at 9 a.m. 
They offer a free week trial 
and all memberships are 
month to month with no 
contracts!

Each CrossFit gym is 
independently owned and 
operated. You will see 
Laurie coaching during 
the mornings and in after-
noons she is joined by 
Coach Tristan Smith.

“It’s the only workout 

you can do and say, ‘That 
was terrible, I can’t wait 
to come back tomorrow!’” 
she said. “CrossFitters 
are super excited and its 
a great community to be a 
part of!”  

“You don’t need a lot of 
equipment. You’d be sur-
prised how much you can 
do with what’s available,” 
she said. 

Nutrition help is also 
available and a strong, 
supportive community 
effort is the goal. 

Red Devil CrossFit infor-
mation is available by 
calling (865-)603-3223. 
It’s located near ACE 
Hardware on Maynardville 
Pike in Halls. You can also 
get information on their 
Facebook page.

Hall’s Red Devil CrossFit is a workout! 

Red Devil CrossFit is now open at 6970 Maynardville Pike in Halls and ready to help you 
keep your resolutions to be healthy!
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By Steve Williams

When hearing about a tal-
ented high school athlete 
committing, one usually fig-
ures it’s about a prospect 
picking the future college 
he or she will be attending 
on scholarship.

But DaShaun McKin-
ney, a two-sport standout 
at Fulton High, made a dif-
ferent kind of commitment 
about three months ago. 
He committed to the sport 

of football.
That commitment also 

included the decision to not 
play basketball, a sport he 
had played and excelled at 
since he was 3 years old.

“Other than choosing the 
high school I was going to 
go to, this is the hardest 
decision I’ve ever made 
by myself,” said McKinney, 
who turned 16 in Novem-
ber.

McKinney, whose older 

sister KeKe signed a bas-
ketball scholarship with the 
University of Kentucky this 
past fall, also first arrived at 
Fulton known more for his 
basketball game.

At Northwest Middle 
School he was the tourney 
MVP on a team that crushed 
West Valley 70-49 in Febru-
ary of 2015 for its second 
straight unbeaten season 
and Knox County tourna-
ment championship. After 

stretching the school’s win-
ning streak to 46 games, 
the Northwest Rangers 
earned consideration as 
the county’s best-ever 
middle school team.

After playing football 
as a freshman at Fulton 
later that year, McKinney 
debuted in basketball for 
the Falcons, earned a start-
ing position as a wing guard 
and helped Fulton capture 

By Ken Lay 

The Bearden-Farragut 
sports rivalry is one of Knox 
County’s most intense. 
The two communities get 
behind their teams and no 
matter the sport; the action 
is always heated and com-
petitive.

And the Knoxville Ama-
teur Hockey Association 
series is no exception as 
the Ice Dawgs and the 
Admirals always play for 
bragging rights on the ice.

But that rivalry took 
a back seat in the New 
Year’s Eve Hockey Shoot-
out recently as both teams 
were eliminated from cham-
pionship contention by the 
time they collided in their 
final game of the event on 
Saturday, Dec. 31 at the 
Icearium.

This game was fun for all. 
For the record, the Admirals 
prevailed 10-4. But nobody 
in the game cared much 
about that.

Bearden’s Jake Foard 
scored the game’s first goal 
and Farragut sophomore 
Christian Callahan had a 
hat trick.

But other than that, 
things were crazy. Players 
switched teams. Goalten-
ders James Brinkley (the 
Admirals) and Mathieu 
Senechal of the Ice Dawgs 
took the faceoff at center 
ice to open the third period. 
They later staged a fight at 
the end of the contest.

“We decided to do this 
because these teams didn’t 
want to kill each other with 
the season left to play,” said 
Farragut coach Jeff Lind-
say, who wasn’t behind the 
bench for the game, leav-
ing his assistants in charge 
while he stood outside the 
bench area and conversed 
with a couple of buddies. 
“We knew that this game 
didn’t really mean anything 
and I’m taking the day off.

“We decided to do this 

and let the kids have some 
fun.

Bearden coach Aaron 
Barnes didn’t spend much 
time behind his bench 
either, calling this game a 
chance to give his team a 
bit of a break.

“These kids are having 
the time of their lives,” 
he said. “Sometimes, it’s 
really fun to do this. “It’s a 
game.

“It’s supposed to be fun 
and sometimes, this is what 

it’s all about.”

Lindsay noted that “the 

heated rivalry went away 

for a while” but the two 

teams collide when KAHA 

High School League play 

resumes on Wednesday, 

Jan. 11 and you can bet 

that things won’t be as 

friendly as the two teams 

will pick up the intensity.

Hockey becomes fun for rivals Bearden, Farragut

Fulton’s DaShaun McKinney 
chooses football over basketball

PHOTO BY LEXIE GILLAND / FULCOM

DaShaun McKinney, Fulton wide receiver, looks for yardage against Austin-East in the 2016 matchup at Bob Black 
Field.

By Ken Lay 
It may not have garnered any style points but 

Catholic High School boys basketball coach 
Mike Hutchens wasn’t about to throw his team’s 
recent District 4-AA victory against Alcoa.

“It was an ugly game but I think that was 
because there was some tenacious defense being 
played,” Hutchens said after his squad notched 
a 64-59 victory over the Tornadoes Wednesday 
night at Catholic High School. “This was a good 
defensive game and we did what we had to do.

“That’s a good basketball team over there. 
They gave us a fight and we didn’t expect any-
thing less. We won this game at home. We 
defended our home court and you have to do 
that in this league when you play against [Chris-
tian Academy of Knoxville] and Alcoa.”

The Irish (11-1 overall, 2-0 in District 4-AA) 
may have ultimately notched a big come-
back win at home against Alcoa (10-4, 2-1) but 
the Tornadoes held the upper hand through-
out much of the contest partly due to the fact 
that Catholic was saddled with foul trouble.

Chase Kuerschen and Tony Scott sat out 
much of the first half after picking up two 
early fouls and Brock Jancek was also whis-
tled for a pair of infractions in the first half.

“Brock was in foul trouble. Tony was in foul 
trouble and Chase was in foul trouble,” Hutch-
ens said. “We got in foul trouble and we had 
our two starting post players in foul trouble 
and had to sit out almost all of the first half.”

While those key players sat, the Tornadoes 
opened a 32-29 halftime lead. Alcoa surged ahead 
17-16 when Garrett Rodgers knocked down a 
2-point shot as time expired in the opening frame.

From there, the Tornadoes were up most 
of the game and held a 50-46 advan-
tage heading to the final frame.

Alcoa scored first in the fourth quarter when 
Donte Harris hit a pair of free throws with 7 
minutes, 17 seconds remaining in the con-
test. Kuerschen picked up his fourth foul on 
the play. He would sit for most of the stanza 
but return late to make an impact play.

Irish come back to 
edge Alcoa in key 
league showdown
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Although offering full scope 
optometric care, Dr. Rhyne will 

continue to emphasize the diagnose and 
treatment of visual disorders associated 
with problems in developmental delays 
and learning difficulties along with 
problems caused by trauma (head 
injuries, stroke, and other neurological 

disorders.) Prescribed treatment 
consists of specialty lenses and vision 
therapy. Dr, Rhyne who has 42 years 
of experience in this field was recently 
honored by the Consumer Research 
Council of America by his inclusion in 
“Guide to America’s Top Optometrist” 
2016 Edition. 

M.W. Rhyne Jr. OD is pleased to announce the opening of 
East Tennessee Binocular Vision Center on January 3, 2017. 

East Tennessee Binocular Vision Center
9051 Executive Park Dr. Suite 401

865-437-3166

By Alex Norman

 
Dear Sirs/Madams,
Good day to you and yours 

on The Hill. I am a proud 
graduate of the University 
of Tennessee but I do not 
make donations to the col-
lege or the athletic programs 
so my connection to those in 
powerful positions is limited. 
Thus, the generic greeting.

Please take this letter for 
what it is. A desperate plea 
that you do the right thing 
and you do it today.

Hire David Blackburn as 
the next Athletic Director at 
the University of Tennessee. 

This is not a difficult deci-
sion. You don’t have to hire a 
search firm. You don’t have 
to have a panel vote on the 
selection. You don’t have to 
ask the boosters.

Just make the call and bring 
David Blackburn home.

Hey, I get it. You want to 
do your due diligence. In the 
recent past your vettings of 
football coach Lane Kiffin, 
athletic director Dave Hart 
and basketball coach Donnie 
Tyndall were, oh how can I 
put thi?

Awful. Simply awful.
You couldn’t get a phone 

number for the Oakland 
Raiders and find out that 
Lane Kiffin was a self-cen-
tered back stabbing egoma-
niac? You chose to ignore 
the news that Florida State’s 

athletic department mishan-
dled a sexual assault allega-
tion when Dave Hart was in 
charge. You didn’t care that 
Donnie Tyndall was already 
under NCAA investigation 
when you brought him to 
Knoxville?

Those are all guys that had 
no connection to the Univer-
sity of Tennessee. You were 
starting at square one and 
never got to square two.

No such worries when it 
comes to David Blackburn. 
You know this guy already! 
Heck, you can still find his bio 
on UT’s website! From that 
bio you will learn that Black-
burn “Began his career at 
Tennessee in 1993 work-
ing with then-head football 
coach Phillip Fulmer and the 
football program in a variety 
of roles culminating in Ten-
nessee winning the first-ever 
BCS national championship 
in 1998.”

He was Tennessee’s assis-
tant director of compliance, 
director of football opera-
tions, and assistant AD for 
football operations. Tennes-
see went 99-24 during that 
10-year span.

Starting in 2003 he 
became the assistant AD 
for development at Tennes-
see. In 2007 he was pro-
moted to associate AD for 
administration. The next 
year he received the title 
of senior associate AD for 

administration. This gave him 
direct oversight over football 
operations. A few months 
later this would become a 
huge deal when Phillip Fulmer 
was fired and Lane Kiffin 
was hired. For those tumul-
tuous 14 months, Blackburn 
camped out in the football 
complex and severely lim-
ited the damage that Kiffin 
and his staff did in terms of 
NCAA violations. According 
to many in and around the 
program, without Blackburn, 
Tennessee might have been 
in “death penalty” range.

In 2013 Blackburn left 
Knoxville but not Tennessee, 
taking the athletic director 
job at UT-Chattanooga. Since 
then the football program 
has flourished with multiple 
NCAA playoff appearances. 
Men’s basketball and wom-
en’s basketball have had 
success as well. Heck, the 
Mocs beat the Vols soundly 
at Thompson Boling Arena 
earlier this season.

Blackburn has more than 
enough experience now in 
hiring coaches as well.

All too often in recent 
years Tennessee has hired 
people in positions of power 
that have no past dealings 
with the University of Ten-
nessee. Wouldn’t it be nice 
to finally have a Tennessee 
guy back in charge of the ath-
letic department?

Dave Hart did some good 

things at Tennessee, but his 
tenure will be remembered 
for Title IX issues, the Lady 
Vols name deletion deba-
cle, the mishandling of the 
Pat Summitt retirement, the 
Tyndall hiring, letting Derek 
Dooley stick around after the 
2011 Kentucky loss, the Nike 
contract which pays Tennes-
see well below its peers, and 
a general lack of awareness 
when it came to how Tennes-
see looks in the national land-
scape. Public relations were 
a serious problem under Hart 
since his hiring in 2011. 

To many Tennessee fans, 
Dave Hart will always be an 
Alabama guy. On the other 
hand, Blackburn is from 
Loudon. He is a UT gradu-
ate. Heck, he even was a 
student assistant in football 
under Johnny Majors.

Seriously, University of Ten-
nessee. What on earth are 
you waiting for? Dave Hart 
announced his retirement 
back in August!

Hire David Blackburn as 
the next Athletic Director at 
the University of Tennessee. 

Do it now.
Sometimes the obvious 

choice is the correct choice.

Sincerely, 
Tennessee fans every-

where

By Ken Lay 

 Alcoa High School girls 
basketball coach David 
Baumann said he and his 
staff issued a challenge to 
center Katie Bean.

And on Wednesday 
night, she answered the 
bell and responded by 
scoring inside, blocking 
shots and grabbing big 
rebounds.

The result was a 52-29 
victory for the Lady Tor-
nadoes, who were domi-
nant against Catholic in a 
crucial District 4-AA road 
game.

“We had some time to 
practice during the break 
and we challenged Katie 
Bean to play bigger and 
she did that tonight,” Bau-
mann said after his center 
scored a game-high 20 
points against the Lady 
Irish. She can shoot the 
ball. She can shoot it from 
outside but we challenged 
her to play inside.

“She did what we chal-
lenged her to do. She 
played defense, she 
rebounded. She scored 
and she blocked shots. 
She’s a skilled player and 
she can step outside and 
make shots. But during the 
break, we’ve been working 
on keeping her inside and 
around the basket.”

Alcoa (5-8 overall, 3-0 
in District 4-AA) played a 

stingy brand of defense. 
The Lady Tornadoes shut 
out the Lady Irish over the 
first eight minutes of the 
contest and held a 9-0 lead 
by first quarter’s end.

Catholic finally got on the 
board and trimmed Alcoa’s 
advantage to 12-2 when 
Rachel DeBaar scored 25 
seconds into the second 
stanza.

“We came out and got 
after them defensively and 
it was nice to come out and 
pitch a shutout in the first 
quarter,” Baumann said. 
“We knew who their scor-
ers were and we wanted 
to make the other players 
try to beat us and we were 
able to do that.”

Alcoa never trailed in 
the contest and was able 
to extend its advantage to 
25-9 by halftime.

Bean received plenty of 
help from her supporting 
cast as Madison McClurg 
scored eight points. 
Lauren Herring and Riley 
Hicks finished with five 
points each.

For Catholic (3-9, 0-2), 
Mary Iverson finished with 
11 points. She pulled the 
Lady Irish to within 31-18 
with 2 minutes, 10 sec-
onds remaining in the third 
quarter. DeBaar scored six 
points. Alanah Story added 
five and Carlee Hart fin-
ished with four.

the Class 4A state title with 
a 59-50 win over Chatta-
nooga Brainerd.

As a sophomore this past 
football season, McKinney 
started for Fulton as a wide 
receiver and safety.

“I made the decision 
the middle of the football 
season,” said DaShaun. 
“The reason why I stopped 
playing basketball is 
because I saw my future 
going further in football 
than I did in basketball. And 
I’ve heard a lot of people 
say, ‘If you want to do some-
thing, you have to put your 
all into it.’”

So instead of being in 
the gym and playing hoops 
this winter, DaShaun says 
he’s been “lifting weights 
and running track” to get 
bigger, stronger and faster 
for football.

“It just benefitted me 
more,” he added.

McKinney said he has 
gained six pounds since the 

end of football season and 
is now 6-2, 191.

In addition to being in 
the weight room every day, 
DaShaun said, “I’ve been 
out with some of the guys 
running routes and catch-
ing balls. Just staying in 
shape.

“I’m starting to look a 
little bit bigger up top and 
down low.”

This past weekend, 
instead of being at Ful-
ton’s scheduled basketball 
games against rival Austin-
East, McKinney had plans 
to be in Atlanta to try out 
for Epic 7, a 7-on-7 football 
team.

Shauna McKinney thinks 
the decision her son made 
was a “mature move” on 
his part. “He’s looking to 
the future,” she said.

“With his frame and 
height he would be a guard 
in basketball (not his ideal 
position).”

However, he projects to 
have “perfect height and 

size for wide receiver.
“I’m glad he made this 

decision, because now I 
know he’s thinking about 
college,” added Shauna. 
“He knows what it takes to 
get there.”

McKinney, who received 
a football scholarship offer 
from Austin Peay State 
after his freshman season, 
still goes to Fulton basket-
ball games, but as a fan to 
watch his sister and the 
boys team play.

“Cheering on the boys 
and girls,” he said. “It’s 
been pretty fun.”

McKinney admits he 
dreams of playing in the NFL 
10 years from now, “but my 
backup plan is I want to be 
a wildlife biologist, so I want 
to finish school before my 
(pro) football seasons … I 
want to do all four years of 
school.”

It sounds like he’s com-
mitted to academics, too.

Fulton’s DaShaun McKinney chooses football over basketball

PHOTO BY LEXIE GILLAND/ FULCOM

DaShaun McKinney soars high to put up a shot as a freshman basketball player at Fulton 
in 2015-16 season. McKinney, a two-sport standout, has committed to football and is not 
playing basketball this season.

An Open Letter to the 
University of Tennessee

Bean steps up to 
boost Alcoa to 
victory
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New coaches are trying to put
Roadrunners back on winning track
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By Steve Williams

Powell’s boys bas-
ketball team has a slim 
lead in the Knox County 
Middle School League as 
play resumes this week 
after the holiday break.

Darin Courtney, in his 
15th season as head 
coach, knows his Pan-
thers can’t afford to have 
any slipups down the 
homestretch if they want 
to capture the 2016-17 
regular season title.

“We’ve been fortunate 
to pull out some big wins 
and we’ve got to keep 
working hard and improv-
ing to achieve our goal of 
a regular season cham-
pionship, which would 
give us the best oppor-
tunity in the tourna-
ment,” said Courtney.

“With the top eight to 
10 teams, there’s not a 
whole lot of separation. 
There’s been a lot of close 
games played this season. 
There’s a lot of parity.”

Powell and Vine both 
have 8-1 league records, 
but the Panthers cur-
rently own the tie-break-
er over the Golden Bears 
by virtue of their 50-43 
win at Vine on Dec. 19.

“Vine was a game of 
runs, and very competitive 
down to the last minute 
or so,” said Courtney.

Other close games 
for Powell have includ-
ed a one-point win over 
Karns and a three-point 
win over Bearden.

South-Doyle, which 
is tied with West Valley 
for third place, handed 
the Panthers their 
only loss early in the 
season, a 12-point set-
back at Powell.

The Panthers will take 
a 17-1 overall record into 
their next game Thurs-
day at rival Halls. Girls 
action starts at 4:30 and 
the boys contest at 5:30.

Powell’s other remain-
ing games will be against 

Cedar Bluff, Carter 
and Whittle Springs.

The Panthers’ start-
ers are all eighth grad-
ers. J.R. Jones is the point 
guard. Parker Haley and 
Logen Sutton play on the 
wings. Noah Chapman 
fills the No. 4 spot as a 
wing/forward. Cole Kol-
lenburg and Coltin Reyn-
olds share playing time at 
the No. 5 center position.

“We’ve really been bal-
anced in scoring through-
out the season with J.R. 
being the leading scorer 
at times and also the floor 
general,” said Courtney.

The Powell coach likes 
his team’s chemistry.

“They’re normal kids 
in the locker room and 
have a lot of fun,” point-
ed out Courtney. “When 
it comes time to prac-
tice, there’s no nonsense 
. . . They come to work.

“We also have the 
best support group off 
the bench I can remem-
ber ... they’re all in it 
for the team. They’re 
ultra positive on a daily 
basis, which helps give 
us great chemistry.”

Courtney has guided 
four teams to regular 
season titles and three 
to post-season tour-
nament crowns. His 
2002-03 and 2011-12 
teams swept both.

Powell opened the 
season by winning the 
Tommy Bettis Memo-
rial Tournament at 
Maury Middle School 
in Dandridge. The Pan-
thers also were champi-
ons of the recent Halls 
Christmas Tournament, 
defeating Gresham in 
the finals and LaFol-
lette in the semifinals.

Farragut tops the girls 
standings with an 8-1 
league record. Carter 
and West Valley are tied 
in second at 7-1. Powell 
and Karns are each 7-2, 
with the Lady Panthers 
having the tie-breaker 

advantage with their win 
over the Lady Beavers.

The top two finish-
ing boys and girls teams 
earn first-round byes in 
the post-season tour-
ney, which starts Feb. 2. 
Karns Middle School will 
host the finals on Feb. 9.

The host school swept 
top honors in the West 
Valley Christmas Clas-
sic. Tourney MVP Zneyah 
McLaughlin, her team 
trailing by one with 6.1 
seconds remaining, sank 
both ends of a 1-and-1 
to lift West Valley girls to 

a 31-29 win over South 
Cumberland. After her 
two clutch foul shots, she 
stole the ball and made 
one more free throw 
for the final margin.

 The Wolves edged 
Bearden 30-27 in 
the boys’ finals.

By Ken Lay 

Knoxville Knights coach 
Greg Maine didn’t have too 
many complaints after his 
team’s finale in the Knox-
ville New Year’s Eve Hockey 
Shootout.

Maine, the longtime 
Knights coach, saw his 
team drop a 5-1 decision to 
the Owensboro Rampage, 
a top squad from Kentucky 
on Saturday, Dec. 31 at the 
Icearium.

“They’re basically a travel 
team and we have a team 

with both travel players 
and house league play-
ers and we were in a close 
game going into the third 
period,” Maine said. “I’m 
really proud of our whole 
team.”

Knoxville goaltender Brad-
ley Walker posted a stel-
lar performance between 
the pipes against the Ram-
page, who won the 2016 
Hockey Hoe Down in Knox-
ville and closed out the cal-
endar year with an appear-
ance in the championship 

game.
But the Knights played 

their best game of the 
season against Owensboro, 
according to Walker.

“You can’t look at them 
[the Rampage] as the best 
team and you can’t look 
at them as the team that 
won this tournament last 
year. You have to look at 
them as just another team 
and go play the game,” 
said Walker, who made 27 
saves against the defend-
ing champions from the 

Bluegrass State. “My team 
played great.

“We played as a team. 
We played together and 
we played our best game 
of the season.”

The Rampage tallied the 
first two markers of the con-
test. Owensboro got on the 
board when Garrett Baker 
scored a power play goal 
with 7 minutes, 19 seconds 
remaining in the first period. 
Keegan Hughes and Gray-
son McFarland were each 
credited with an assist on 

the game’s first score.
Hughes gave the Ram-

page a 2-0 lead with anoth-
er power play goal 8:18 into 
the frame.

Knoxville scored its goal 
midway through the first 
period when Gus Rightmy-
er took a pass from Isaiah 
Maine and promptly banged 
it into the back of the net, 
making the score 2-1.

Owensboro added anoth-
er power play goal late in 
the second period from 
Bret Bocianoski and held 

a 3-1 lead heading to the 

final frame.

Baker and Bocianos-

ki each scored late in the 

third period.

The Knights return to 

Knoxville Amateur Hockey 

Association High School 

League play when they take 

on the Knoxville Warriors 

on Wednesday, Jan. 11.

KNOX COUNTY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL 
STANDINGS

(League records through Jan. 8)
 

Ranking |Team |Wins Losses
 

BOYS
 1—Powell 8-1
 2—Vine 8-1 
 3—South-Doyle 7-2
 3—West Valley 6-2
 5—Carter 5-3
 6—Bearden 5-4
 6—Farragut 5-4
 6—Karns 5-4
 9—Northwest 4-5
10—Gresham 4-5
11—Holston 2-7
11—Whittle Springs  2-7
13—Halls 1-8
14—Cedar Bluff 0-9

 

GIRLS
 1—Farragut 8-1
 2—West Valley 7-1
 2—Carter 7-1
 4—Powell 7-2
 5—Karns 7-2
 6—Halls 5-4
 7—Gresham 5-4
 8—Bearden 4-5
 8—Vine 4-5
10—Holston 3-6
11—South-Doyle3-6
12—Cedar Bluff 1-8
12—Northwest 1-8
14—Whittle Springs 0-9

Walker, Knights put up valiant effort in loss to Owensboro

Courtney’s Panthers on the prowl again in Knox County MS basketball

Powell Middle School’s 
Noah Chapman goes hard 
to the hole in the Halls 
Christmas Tournament. 
He’s one of the starters for 
the 17-1 Panthers.
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Te nn e s s e e’s 
38-24 win over 
Nebraska in the 
Music City Bowl 
amounted to put-
ting a Band-Aid 
over its scratched 
up 2016 football 
season.

It hid a little bit 
of the Vanderbilt beating, 
but the overall pain resulting 
from the scarred and inju-
ry-riddled campaign hasn’t 
completely gone away.

It’ll take time and some 
big wins for many UT fans to 
really start feeling good again 
about this football program.

One very happy moment 
in the return to Nashville saw 
Tennessee defensive end 
Derek Barnett get his 33rd 
career sack to break the late 
great Reggie White’s school 
record. After coming close a 
dozen times, the determined 
No. 9 was credited with the 
record sack when Nebraska 
quarterback Ryker Fyfe went 
down under heavy pressure 
with a little less than four 
minutes remaining in the 
game.

Teammates poured out 
on the field to congratulate 
Barnett as Tennessee head 
coach Butch Jones took a 
timeout for the special occa-
sion.

I only wish senior Joshua 
Dobbs, who racked up 409 
yards of total offense and 
four touchdowns, could have 
walked off to a final stand-
ing ovation. But he probably 
wouldn’t have been com-
fortable with it … being the 
team player that he’s been 
throughout his career.

The highlight of a score-
less first quarter was Trevor 
Daniel’s punt inside Nebras-
ka’s 1-yard line. The Vols 
didn’t take advantage of 
that field position but took a 
7-0 lead in the second quar-
ter when running back John 
Kelly scored on a sweep.

Later in the quarter, with 
receivers covered, Dobbs 
pulled it down and scored 
from the 11 to make it 14-0. 
Brandon Reilly’s good route 
and catch of a long pass 
allowed the Cornhuskers to 
cut the gap to 14-7.

Tennessee came back 
before the half ended. A TD 
catch by Juuan Jennings was 
ruled incomplete, but Nebras-
ka had committed pass inter-
ference on the play. Dobbs 
scored on the next play from 
the 2 to give the Vols a 21-7 
halftime margin.

Early in the third quar-
ter, Tennessee went for it 
on fourth-and-one at the 
Nebraska 36, but Kelly 
was stopped short. And no 

wonder – Kelly was 
lined up on Dobbs’ 
hip when he got 
the ball. Sorry, but 
I can’t stand that 
formation in short-
yardage situations.

Barrett appeared 
to have made a 
strip sack shortly 

afterward, but the loose ball 
was ruled an incomplete 
pass on the field and also 
on the replay review to my 
surprise.

Aaron Medley’s 46-yard 
field goal increased the 
Vols’ lead to 24-7, but Reil-
ly’s second touchdown catch 
made it 24-14. What made 
this odd was the fact that 
Reilly did not have any TD 
catches this season coming 
into the game.

The normally sure-handed 
Jennings whiffed on a bomb, 
but tight end Jason Croom 
broke a tackle after making a 
catch to get to the Nebraska 
9-yard line as time expired in 
the third quarter. Dobbs, bot-
tled up in the pocket, pulled 
one of his Houdini acts and 
scored from the 3 to make 
it 31-14.

The Cornhuskers refused 
to go away quietly, kicking a 
45-yard field goal and recov-
ering a fumble on the ensu-
ing kickoff. Fyfe (pronounced 
Fife as in Barney) scored on a 
keeper from nine yards out to 
make it 31-24. Nebraska had 
the momentum with 10:02 
remaining.

But Tennessee had 
Dobbs.

Josh converted a key first 
down on third-and-three. 
Then the quarterback, 
whose critics have often 
said couldn’t throw, perfectly 
dropped a 59-yard bomb into 
the hands of Josh Malone for 
six points with 8:45 left. And 
it was good to see Dobbs 
share a congratulatory body 
bump with offensive lineman 
Coleman Thomas.

Many UT fans like myself 
spent the remainder of the 
game pulling for Barnett to 
get that elusive sack. With 
time running down, we even 
pulled for Nebraska to make 
a first down so Barnett could 
stay on the field. For once, 
we were glad to see the 
Vols’ defense flagged for 
pass interference on fourth 
down.

Barnett was asked about 
that penalty in the post-game 
interview.

“I think Reggie probably 
helped out on that,” said 
Derek, sparking laughter. “I 
think he was looking down. 
I think he probably tossed a 
little (flag) for me.”

Cont. from page 1

Barnett, Dobbs and 
Vols make the best 
of Music City Bowl
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He put the Irish ahead for 
good when he hit a layup 
with 53 seconds to go. His 
shot made the score 61-59. 
Luke Smith and Jancek 
then combined to convert 
three free throws down the 
stretch to provide the final 
margin. Jancek had four 
key rebounds to help Cath-
olic seal its win.

“Brock was big on the 
boards for us and Luke 
came up big,” Hutchens 
said. “But defense kept us 
in this game.”

Smith, the Irish’s all-state 
caliber senior point guard 
scored 14 points. Kuer-
schen also finished with 14 
points and Jack Sompayrac 
led the way with 16. Jancek 

added 13.
Harris led all scorers 

with 17 points. Nick Rob-
erts added 15 for Alcoa 
and Tykee Ogle-Kellogg fin-
ished with 10.

Alcoa coach Joel Kirk said 
that his squad will see the 
Irish again and he’s look-
ing forward to some future 
meetings between the two 
district rivals.

“I think we played well 
enough to win against a 
great team,” Kirk said. 
“I think we held our own 
against them.

“The best think about 
this is that we will see them 
again. We may see them 
two, three or four more 
times.”

Irish come back to edge 
Alcoa in key league 

showdown

By Steve 
Williams

By Mile Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Two women with a talent for 
imprinting, silk screening and 
embroidering have joined forces to 
create one business that does it all. 
Debbie Anders of Embroidery to Go 
and Donna Jardret of The Sports 
Locker are ready to serve you at 
314 Merchant Drive in the Outback 
Shopping Center behind McDonald’s 
Restaurant. 

Donna’s Sports Locker has relo-
cated from Powell and is ready to 
customize your letterman jacket 
and keeps plenty in stock for all the 
local schools. Just call for a quote 
or come in a get fitted. She can cus-
tomize via screen printing or embroi-
dery just about anything including 
team jerseys, backpacks, footwear 
and apparel.

Debbie’s Embroidery to Go spe-
cializes in monograming names 
and company logos, as well as vinyl 
decals and heat press vinyl. You’ll 
find fashion, key chains, hats, tote 
bags and tee shirts to buy as well. 

“Almost everything you purchase 
includes a free personalization and 
everything cost less than $50. Yes, 
you can bring in items you already 
have in your closet or home that 
needs an extra personal touch,” 
Debbie said, adding that customi-
zation starts at $12 per item. 

The back of Sports Locker and 
Embroidery To Go’s shared space is 
busy as the staff operates the vari-
ous machines, customizing items for 
local customers, companies out of 
the area, and even for other stores 
that turn to them for the service. 
UT Hospital and various corporate 

accounts add to the success of the 
business. 

Both women are now preparing for 
spring and anticipating the needs 
for new imprinted and embroidered 
styles. They usually work a season 
ahead. There’s only about a one-
week wait between the time an order 
is placed and is delivered. 

 “Often people come in and buy 
from both of us,” they pointed out. 

“We’re one-stop shopping. Our 
customers don’t need to go any-
where else,” Donna said.

You can call Sports Locker at 
(865)938-9595 or Embroidery To 
Go at (865)248-5034. The store is 
just off I-75 on Merchants Drive, just 
one block on the south side of Mer-
chants. You can also go online to 
www.sportslockeroftn.com and find 
Embroidery To Go on facebook.

Sports Locker joins 
Embroidery to Go

PHOTO BY MIkE STEELY.

Debbie Anders of Embroidery to Go and Donna Jardret of The Sports Locker invite you to their shops on Merchant’s 
Drive. 
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As we enter into 
a new year, I can’t 
help but reflect on 
the past and the 
future.  Too often 
we allow time to 
fly by without con-
sidering if we are 
making the most 
of the seconds, 
minutes, hours, 
and days that God 
has given us.  Each 
moment is a gift from God, 
and should be planned 
out to make the most of it.  
We do not want to be time 
wasters.

I recently read a book by 
Mitch Albom called “The 

Time Keeper.”  
The book inter-
sects the stories 
of two individuals; 
one who wants to 
end time/hasten 
death, and the 
other who doesn’t 
want time to 
end/fears death.  
Their stories are 
brought together 
by the inventor 

of the world’s first clock, 
Father Time, who is being 
punished for trying to mea-
sure God’s gift of time.  He 
teaches these two lost 
souls the true meaning of 
time.   I highly recommend 

this book as it will not be 
a waste of your time.  It 
caused me to reflect on 
the true gift of life and 
examples from the Bible 
about people who made 
the most of days God had 
given them to live on planet 
Earth.

A great lie of the enemy, 
Satan, is that the most 
admirable use of time is to 
be busy.  In our culture, if 
you are not busy, you are 
lazy.  But “doing” is differ-
ent from “being.”  Being 
is focused on the inter-
nal. Doing is focused on 
the external.  It is not that 
doing things is bad, it may 

just not be the best thing 
at the moment.

For example, Psalm 90 
is a great passage that 
reminds us about valuing 
each moment God has 
given us.  Each of our days 
have been numbered.  No 
one is going to last forev-
er, no matter what diet 
you preach or exercise pro-
gram you endure.  These 
fleshly bodies will wear out, 
some at a faster pace than 
others, depending on life-
style choices or genetics.  
But the fact is, we are tem-
poral beings.  The sands of 
time are passing through 
the hour glass of the life 

you have been given.  How 
will you choose to live each 
moment?

The Psalm writer, Moses, 
encourages: “Teach us to 
number our days aright, 
that we may gain a heart 
of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).  
To embrace your mortality 
is a good thing.  It reminds 
you that each second is 
sacred.  Each moment is 
an opportunity to glorify 
God, or not.  

For some reading this 
article, 2017 will be 
your last year of physi-
cal life.  While that may 
sound depressing to many 
people, for the follower of 

God, it should help you stay 
focused on your mission, 
the plan God has for you, 
both now and into eterni-
ty.  No matter how long you 
live, time is a vapor.  Soon 
we will all pass from this life 
and into our spiritual inheri-
tance.  What a day that will 
be!  But until then, may we 
each make every moment 
count.  Love more.  Pray 
more.  Give toward things 
of eternal merit.  Focus on 
what really matters.  Don’t 
allow the trivial to wear you 
down.  Be more focused on 
“being” the child of God you 
are, than “doing” stuff that 
is temporal and a waste.

Drugs, Diets and Doctors

You may email Dr. Ferguson 
at fergusonj@knoxfocus.com

January 9, 2017

Looking for easy access to your 
shower? Hate climbing over the 
high walls of your bulky tub? Well 
a Walk in Shower from Re-Bath 
is your solution. Combine Re-
Bath’s sleek and modern designs 
with functionality and accessibility 
and you have the perfect bathing 
solution! 

Re-Bath offers many different 
designs as well as grab bars and 
seats for extra stability and comfort. 

Our low threshold for easy access 
into your shower makes getting in 
and out a breeze!

•   Remodeling your bathroom is 
one of the best investments you can 
make!

•   A variety of bathroom solutions, 
including replacement tubs, 
bathtub-to-shower conversions, and 
surrounds!

•   We can also handle your 
complete bathroom remodel!

Quick and Easy, Without the Hassle!

2808 Sutherland Avenue 
Knoxville, TN 37919

865-240-4351
www. rebath.com/knoxville

Call Re-Bath 
today at 

865-240-4351 
to get the walk 

in shower of 
your dreams!

$300
OFF
Your full ReBath 

system
*Restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer.

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

Using Time Wisely

It’s that time of the year 
when resolutions fly. No, 
not Congressional resolu-
tions, but vows to exercise 
more, eat better and lose 
the bounty of the Holidays 
preventing buttoning of 
pants and skirts. We live in 
a land of plenty, and with-
out some restraint won’t 
be able to fit into an airline 
coach seat.

Since this is not a tabloid 
column I’m not going to talk 
about the Kim Kardashian 
diet. Actually, Ms. K’s diet 
has been around since 
the 1950s and is known 
as the Atkin’s Diet. It is a 
diet low in carbohydrates 
and, if rigorously adhered 
to, promotes a change in 
metabolism and the pro-
duction of mild ketosis as 
fats are converted to glu-
cose to fuel the brain and 
vital systems. 

I tried the low carb/high 
fat diet once just to see 
what it was like. Actually, 
I love bacon and consider 
it one of the food groups 
along with bread, cheese, 
olives and wine. However, 

I only lasted three days 
on a steady diet of fatty 
foods. The French have a 
saying, “You are what you 
eat.” I felt like a grease ball 
on the Atkins diet. Entre-
preneur that she is, Ms. 
Kardashian is being paid 
by the Atkin’s Company, I 
assume, for her name. 

I’ve written before on 
various diets including 
the paleo diet. However, a 
recent review of the low-fat 
diet in JAMA (Journal of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion) caught my eye. The 
author chronicles the low 
fat diet craze that swept 
America beginning in the 
1960s and 70s. The author 
blames research done by 
the sugar industry which 
duped our government and 
nutritional societies to rec-
ommend diets low in fat, 
and making up calorie defi-
cits with a high intake of 
carbohydrates and starch-
es. Apparently, no one is 
responsible for indepen-
dent thinking or common 
sense and the big bad cor-
porations duped our noble 

“gub-ment” officials and 
nutritional “experts.” As a 
result, our country now suf-
fers from an epidemic of 
obesity and diabetes. Who 
would have thought a diet 
of Cheetos and Twinkies 
would be harmful? 

There are three energy 
components in food: pro-
tein, fats and carbohy-
drates/starch. Examples 
of each are animal flesh, 
butter and potatoes. When 
metabolized (burned), fats 
have twice the calories 
(energy) as proteins and 
carbohydrates. Sixty years 
ago Americans got 40% of 
their calories from fat and 
we used whole milk. Today, 
experts recommend 30% 
of our calories come from 
fat. Unfortunately, the cal-
orie loss is too often made 
up with potato chips since 
these are more affordable 
and palatable than many 
of the items on the food 
pyramid proffered in 1992. 
The real lesson here is: eat 
sensibly and less, walk/
exercise daily and be wary 
of politicians who know 
very little and experts who 
think they know more than 
everyone else.

I’m often asked about 
Tylenol, Motrin and Aleve 
for the treatment of fever 
or aches and pains. Tylenol 
is the brand name acet-
aminophen (paracetamol) 
and lowers fever by alter-
ing the brain’s heat-regu-
lating center. And it less-
ens pain by blocking pain 
impulse generation. 

Motrin is brand name 
ibuprofen, and Aleve is the 

brand name for naproxen. 
Like aspirin, these drugs 
are known as NSAIDs (non 
steroid antiinflammatory 
drugs), and work by inhib-
iting prostaglandin pro-
duction. Prostaglandins 
are produced when there 
is tissue injury or inflam-
mation, and modulate the 
injury and healing process. 
Prostaglandins also regu-
late blood flow in the intes-
tinal lining and the kidney. 

Ideally, you’d like a 
medication that safely 
relieves aches and pains, 
and cools a feverish brow. 
Acetaminophen (Tylenol) 
doesn’t cause stomach 
ulcers or impair kidney 
function, and is therefore 
safer, unless you’re get-
ting liquored up every eve-
ning! Acetaminophen (Tyle-
nol) has the potential for 
liver toxicity which increas-
es markedly with the con-
comitant use of alcohol. I 
often advise patients that 
if their joints are stiff and 
sore, but aren’t red, hot or 
inflamed, acetaminophen 
(Tylenol) may work just fine 
and is generally safer than 
NSAIDs, especially in older 
folks. However, NSAIDs 
are generally superior for 
broken bones, injuries and 
swollen joints.

The reason NSAIDs 
seem better in injury and 
inflammation is because 
these agents inhibit the 
production of inflamma-
tory prostaglandins which 
are released from injured 
cells or rheumatoid joints. 
Short courses of aspi-
rin, ibuprofen (Motrin) or 

naproxen (Aleve) are help-
ful with booboos and are 
generally safe. Howev-
er, with continued use of 
NSAIDs the risk of compli-
cations increases. 

An important clinical 
study (PRECISION) was 
recently published in the 
NEJM (New England Jour-
nal of Medicine) compar-
ing the long term toxicity 
of ibuprofen, naproxen and 
another NSAID celecoxib 
or Celebrex. Science has 
shown that prostaglan-
din production is medi-
ated by two isoforms of 
the cyclooxygenase (COX) 
enzyme. COX-1 is associ-
ated with local blood flow 
in the intestinal lining and 
kidneys, whereas COX-2 
seems preferentially acti-
vated in inflammation. 
Aspirin, ibuprofen and 
naproxen inhibit both COX 
systems, whereas cele-
coxib (Celebrex) seems 
to preferentially work to 
inhibit COX-2. It was hoped 
celecoxib would cause less 
side effects and work as 
well as the older NSAIDs. 
This large study helps to 
assure doctors that cele-
coxib is as effective as the 
other drugs and seems 
safer for long term use, 
sometimes justifying pre-
scription cost. 

Life is complicated and 
so is medicine. We doc-
tors think of ourselves as 
experts who advise our 
patients from science, 
compassion and expe-
rience. For years we’ve 
advised folks with heart 
disease to use a baby 

aspirin a day because this 
drug binds to platelets and 
keeps platelets from stick-
ing to ragged plaques in 
vessel walls. Unfortunate-
ly, medications like ibupro-
fen (Motrin) may hinder 
aspirin’s platelet effects, 
and have been associat-
ed with an increased risk 
of heart attacks in heart 
patients. Interestingly, 
studies have not shown 
increased cardiovascular 
risk with naproxen (Aleve). 
Now, the PRECISION study 
has shown cardiovascular 
safety with celecoxib (Cel-
ebrex).

Science is a methodi-
cal system of observation 
reality. Individual doctors 
might eventually figure out 
that patients do better on 
some medications through 
trial and error, but clinical 
trials with large numbers 
of patients using rigor-
ous statistical analysis is 
a more powerful observa-
tional tool. 

They say nothing is for 
sure except death and 
taxes. This goes for med-
ications as well. One of 
my axioms is “any medi-
cine can do anything to 
anybody.” However, be 
wary of any expert who 
challenges your common 
sense. Remember the con-
sequences of low fat diets 
recommended by experts. 
And beware of blindly fol-
lowing so-called “experts” 
-  persons fifty miles from 
their home with a power-
point presentation!
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Foreclosure 
notices

SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Sale at public auction will be on February 8, 
2017 on or about 10:00AM local time, at the 
North door, Knox County Courthouse, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, conducted by the Substitute Trustee 
as identified and set forth herein below, pursuant 
to Deed of Trust executed by ROY M MCFARLAND 
AND VIRGINIA R MCFARLAND, to AMERICAN 
TITLE COMPANY, Trustee, on June 15, 2006, 
as Instrument No. 200606260108469 in the real 
property records of Knox County Register’s Office, 
Tennessee.

Owner of Debt: U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee for Residential Asset 
Securities Corporation, Home Equity Mortgage 
Asset-Backed Pass-Through Certificates, Series 
2006-KS7

The following real estate located in Knox 
County, Tennessee, will be sold to the highest call 
bidder subject to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and 
encumbrances of record:

SITUATED IN DISTRICT EIGHT (8) OF 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND WITHOUT 
THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, AND BEING MORE 
FULLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING ON AN IRON PIN ON THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY OF FAIRVIEW ROAD 
ADJOINING THE E. B. RENFRO PROPERTY AND 
IS APPROXIMATELY 790.0 FEET FROM THE 
CENTER OF RIDGEVIEW ROAD; THENCE WITH 
THE PROPERTY LINE OF E. B. RENFRO, NORTH 
19 DEG. 21 MIN. EAST, 224.50 FEET TO AN 
IRON PIN ADJOINING THE HARLEY BERRY 
PROPERTY; THENCE WITH THE HARLEY BERRY 
PROPERTY LINE, NORTH 65 DEG. 18 MIN. WEST, 
124.91 FEET TO AN IRON PIN ADJOINING THE 
EMIT MCFARLAND PROPERTY; THENCE WITH 
THE SAID MCFARLAND PROPERTY LINE, SOUTH 
17 DEG. 41 MIN. WEST, 226.78 FEET TO AN 
IRON PIN IN THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF FAIRVIEW ROAD; THENCE WITH THE NORTH 
LINE OF FAIRVIEW ROAD RIGHT OF WAY, SOUTH 
65 DEG. 11 MIN. EAST, 117.76 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 0.628 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED 
TO ROY M. MCFARLAND AND WIFE, VIRGINIA 
R. MCFARLAND FROM EMIT MCFARLAND AND 
WIFE, IVA J. MCFARLAND, BY DEED DATED 
6/28/66 AND RECORDED 6/28/66 IN BOOK 1350, 
PAGE 537, IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE FOR 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Tax ID:  021 122
Current Owner(s) of Property:  ROY M 

MCFARLAND AND VIRGINIA R MCFARLAND
The street address of the above described 

property is believed to be 6822 Fairview Road, 
Corryton, TN 37721, but such address is not part 
of the legal description of the property sold herein 
and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal 
description referenced herein shall control.

SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S) RIGHTS 
IN POSSESSION.

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN 
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER DAY, 
TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER 
PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE 
TIME AND PLACE FOR THE SALE SET FORTH 
ABOVE. THE TRUSTEE/SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE 
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RESCIND THE SALE.  
IF THE SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, 
THE PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE 
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DEPOSIT 
PAID.  THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE NO 
FURTHER RECOURSE AGAINST THE GRANTOR, 
THE GRANTEE, OR THE TRUSTEE.

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: MERS
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT 

AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

If applicable, the notice requirements of T.C.A. 
35-5-117 have been met.

All right of equity of redemption, statutory and 
otherwise, and homestead are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be 
good, but the undersigned will sell and convey only 
as Substitute Trustee. 

If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS, the 
State of Tennessee Department of Revenue, or 
the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or 
Workforce Development are listed as Interested 
Parties in the advertisement, then the Notice of 
this foreclosure is being given to them and the 
Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental 
entities’ right to redeem the property as required 
by 26 U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.

This property is being sold with the express 
reservation that the sale is subject to confirmation 
by the lender or trustee. This sale may be rescinded 
at any time. If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid.  The Purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

MWZM File No.  16-002424-670

MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C., 

Substitute Trustee(s)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404

5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027

PHONE:  (615) 238-3630
EMAIL:  TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the 

performance of the covenants, terms and 
conditions of a Deed of Trust dated June 6, 2013, 
executed by KATHERINE A. KYLE, conveying 
certain real property therein described to THOMAS 
H. DICKENSON, as Trustee, as same appears of 
record in the Register’s Office of Knox County, 
Tennessee recorded June 6, 2013, at Instrument 
Number 201306060080613 (as modified by 
“Loan Modification Agreement” at Instrument 
Number 201507270005969); 

and WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said 
Deed of Trust was last transferred and assigned to 
ORNL Federal Credit Union who is now the owner 
of said debt; 

and WHEREAS, the undersigned ,Rubin Lublin 
TN, PLLC, having been appointed as Substitute 
Trustee by instrument to be filed for record in the 
Register’s Office of Knox County, Tennessee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given 
that the entire indebtedness has been declared 
due and payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin 
Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly 
appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and 
authority vested and imposed upon said Substitute 
Trustee will, on February 2, 2017 at 10:00 AM 
at the North Side Entrance of the City County 
Building, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, TN 37902, 
proceed to sell at public outcry to the highest 
and best bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY, 
the following described property situated in Knox 
County, Tennessee, to wit: 

SITUATED IN THE FIFTH (5TH) CIVIL 
DISTRICT OF KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 
AND WITHIN THE 45TH WARD OF THE CITY OF 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE AND BEING KNOWN AND 
DESIGNATED AS LOT 16-R-1, RESUBDIVISION 
OF LOTS 16 AND 17, BELLE TERRA SUBDIVISION 
AS SHOWN BY THE RECORDED MAP OF SAID 
RE-SUBDIVISION APPEARING OF RECORD IN 
MAP BOOK 78S, PAGE 26 IN THE REGISTER`S 
OFFICE FOR KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 
AND AS SHOWN BY PLAT OF SURVEY BY J.M. 
WIDNER, DATED JUNE 13, 1982, WHICH IS 
DRAWING #A1431 WHICH MAP AND PLAT 
SPECIFIC REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE FOR A 
MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIP-TION, TOGETHER 
WITH SUCH RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS AND 
EASEMENTS OF ENJOY-MENT IN COMMON 
WITH OTHER OWNERS OF LOTS SHOWN ON 
THE RECORDED MAP OF AFORESAID IN THE 
AREA DESIGNATED ON SAID MAP AS LOT 
16R AND/OR JOINT PERMA-NENT RECORDED 
EASEMENT AS THE OWNER OF THE LOT HERE 
CONVEYED MAY BE ENTITLED TO AS SUCH 
LOT OWNER AND AS A MEMBER OF THE BELLE 
VISTA HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION. THIS 
CONVEYANCE IS SUBJECT TO ALL APPLICABLE 
RESTRICTIONS, EASEMENTS, SETBACK LINES, 
AND OTHER CONDITIONS SHOWN OF RECORD 
IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE FOR KNOX COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE TO INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO 
MAP BOOK 78S, PAGE 26. 

Parcel ID: 106AA02601 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address 

of the property is believed to be 2026 BELLE 
TERRA RD, KNOXVILLE, TN 37923. In the event 
of any discrepancy between this street address 
and the legal description of the property, the legal 
description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): KATHERINE A. KYLE 
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: Belle Vista 

Home Owner`s Association The sale of the above-
described property shall be subject to all matters 
shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any 
restrictive covenants, easements or set-back lines 
that may be applicable; any prior liens or encum-
brances as well as any priority created by a fixture 
filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey 
of the premises might disclose. This property is 
being sold with the express reservation that it is 
subject to confirmation by the lender or Substitute 
Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at any time. 
The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale 
to another day, time, and place certain without 
further publication, upon announcement at the 
time and place for the sale set forth above. All right 
and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be 
good, but the undersigned will sell and convey only 
as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, 
where is, without representations or warranties 
of any kind, including fitness for a particular use 
or purpose. 

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute 
Trustee 119 S. Main Street, Suite 500 

Memphis, TN 38103 
www.rubinlublin.com/property-listings.php 
Tel: (877) 813-0992 Fax: (404) 601-5846  

Ad #108838: 2017-01-02  2017-01-09, 2017-01-16   

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the 

performance of the covenants, terms and 
conditions of a Deed of Trust dated February 
8, 2016, executed by CLAUDE W. ROBERTS, 
conveying certain real property therein described 
to MARK ROSSER, as Trustee, as same appears 
of record in the Register’s Office of Knox County, 
Tennessee recorded February 24, 2016, at 
Instrument Number 201602240048964; 

and WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said 
Deed of Trust was last transferred and as-signed 
to FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION who is 
now the owner of said debt; 

and WHEREAS, the undersigned,Rubin Lublin 
TN, PLLC, having been appointed as Substitute 
Trustee by instrument to be filed for record in the 
Register’s Office of Knox County, Tennessee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given 
that the entire indebtedness has been declared 
due and payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin 
Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly 
appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and 
authority vested and imposed upon said Substitute 
Trustee will, on January 26, 2017 at 10:00 
AM at the City/County Lobby of the Knox County 
Courthouse, located in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
proceed to sell at public outcry to the highest 
and best bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY, 
the following described property situated in Knox 
County, Tennessee, to wit:

REAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF KNOX-
VILLE, COUNTY OF KNOX, STATE OF TEN-
NESSEE, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:LOCATED 
AND BEING SITUATED IN THE EIGHTH 
(8TH) CIVIL DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY OF 
KNOX, STATE OF TENNESSEE, BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-LOWS, TO 
WIT: BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN, SAID IRON PIN 
MARKING THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF COX 
LANE WITH SINKING SPRINGS ROAD; THENCE, 
FROM SAID BEGINNING POINT AND WITH THE 
EASTERLY MARGIN OF THE RIGHT OF WAY OF 
SINKING SPRINGS ROAD, SOUTH 81 DEGREES, 
16 MINUTES EAST 94.86 FEET TO AN IRON 
PIN; THENCE NORTH 87 DEGREES, 43 MINUTES 
EAST 296.71 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE 
SOUTH 86 DEGREES, 55 MINUTES EAST 43.47 
FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH 74 DE-
GREES, 02 MINUTES EAST 88.34 FEET TO AN 
IRON PIN; THENCE, LEAVING SINKING SPRINGS 
ROAD, SOUTH 00 DEGREES, 23 MINUTES EAST 
76.21 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH 
75 DEGREES, 50 MINUTES WEST 345.79 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE NORTH 44 DEGREES, 
03 MINUTES WEST 264.39 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY 
OF HINDS SURVEYING, DATED DECEMBER 31, 
1986.

Parcel ID: 097 083
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street ad-dress 

of the property is believed to be 3009 SINKING 
SPRINGS RD, KNOXVILLE, TN 37914. In the 
event of any discrepancy be-tween this street 
address and the legal description of the property, 
the legal description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): CLAUDE W. ROBERTS 
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: The sale of 

the above-described property shall be subject to all 
matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid 
taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements or 
set-back lines that may be applicable; any prior 
liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that 
an accurate survey of the premises might disclose. 
This property is being sold with the express 
reservation that it is subject to confirmation by 
the lender or Substitute Trustee. This sale may 
be rescinded at any time. The right is reserved to 
adjourn the day of the sale to another day, time, 
and place certain without further publication, 
upon announcement at the time and place for 
the sale set forth above. All right and equity of 
redemption, statutory or otherwise, homestead, 
and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of 
Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the 
undersigned will sell and convey only as Substitute 
Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where is, 
without representations or warranties of any kind, 
including fitness for a particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rubin  Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
119 S. Main Street, Suite 500

Memphis, TN 38103 
www.rubinlublin.com/propertylistings.php
 Tel: (877) 8130992Fax: (404) 6015846 

Ad #108916 12/26/2016, 01/02/2017, 01/09/2017

SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Sale at public auction will be on January 25, 
2017 on or about 11:00AM local time, at the 
North door, Knox County Courthouse, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, conducted by the Substitute Trustee 
as identified and set forth herein below, pursuant 
to Deed of Trust executed by LINDA SHAVER AND 
LANDEN SHAVER, to FNC TITLE SERVICES, LLC, 
Trustee, on March 9, 2015, as Instrument No. 
201503200050397 in the real property records 
of Knox County Register’s Office, Tennessee.

Owner of Debt: AMERICAN ADVISORS 
GROUP

The following real estate located in Knox 
County, Tennessee, will be sold to the highest call 
bidder subject to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and 
encumbrances of record:

All the following described premises situate in 
the 6th civil district of Knox County, Tennessee, 
and without the corporate limits of the City of 
Knoxville, and being all of Lot 17, Block M, Unit 
8, Stonecrest Subdivision, as shown in map book 
65S page 82 (now cabinet E slide 254C) in the 
Register`s Office of for Knox County, Tennessee, 
and to which map specific reference is made for a 
more particularly description.

Being the same property conveyed unto 
Linda Short Shaver, Individually, by QuitClaim 
Deed from Linda Short Shaver, as the Personal 
Representative of The Estate of Peggy M. Short, 
dated December 26, 2012, recorded January 7, 
2013,, as Instrument No. 201301070044455.

ALSO BEING the same property conveyed 
unto Peggy M. Short, by Warranty Deed from 
Forest INC of Knoxville, dated September 12, 
1983, recorded September 13, 1983, as/in Book 
1797, Page 29.

The Property address and tax parcel 
identification number listed are provided solely 
for informational purposes, without warranty as 
to accuracy or completeness and are not hereby 
insured.

Property Address: 340 Oran Road, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37934

Tax ID:  131PH017
Current Owner(s) of Property:  LINDA SHAVER 

AND LANDEN SHAVER

The street address of the above described 
property is believed to be 340 Oran Road, 
Knoxville, TN 37934, but such address is not 
part of the legal description of the property sold 
herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the 
legal description referenced herein shall control.

SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S) RIGHTS 
IN POSSESSION.

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN 
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER DAY, 
TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER 
PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE 
TIME AND PLACE FOR THE SALE SET FORTH 
ABOVE. THE TRUSTEE/SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE 
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RESCIND THE SALE.  
IF THE SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, 
THE PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE 
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DEPOSIT 
PAID.  THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE NO 
FURTHER RECOURSE AGAINST THE GRANTOR, 
THE GRANTEE, OR THE TRUSTEE.

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: MERS
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT 

AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

If applicable, the notice requirements of T.C.A. 
355117 have been met.

All right of equity of redemption, statutory and 
otherwise, and homestead are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be 
good, but the undersigned will sell and convey only 
as Substitute Trustee. 

If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS, the 
State of Tennessee Department of Revenue, or 
the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or 
Workforce Development are listed as Interested 
Parties in the advertisement, then the Notice of 
this foreclosure is being given to them and the 
Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental 
entities’ right to redeem the property as required 
by 26 U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §6711433.

This property is being sold with the express 
reservation that the sale is subject to confirmation 
by the lender or trustee. This sale may be rescinded 
at any time. If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid.  The Purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

MWZM File No.  16000260220

MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, 
P. C., Substitute Trustee(s)
Premier Building, Suite 404

5217 Maryland Way
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

PHONE:  (615) 2383630
EMAIL:  tnsales@mwzmlaw.com

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the 

performance of the covenants, terms and 
conditions of a Deed of Trust dated May 26, 
2006, executed by NORMAN G. GOODRICH, 
KATHY J. GREEN, conveying certain real property 
therein described to B DARNELL, as Trustee, as 
same appears of record in the Register’s Office of 
Knox County, Tennessee recorded May 31, 2006, 
at Instrument Number 200605310100329; 

and WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said 
Deed of Trust was last transferred and assigned to 
Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC a Delaware Limited 
Liability Company who is now the owner of said 
debt; 

and WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin 
TN, PLLC, having been appointed as Substitute 
Trustee by instrument to be filed for record in the 
Register’s Office of Knox County, Tennessee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given 
that the entire indebtedness has been declared 
due and payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin 
Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly 
appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and 
authority vested and imposed upon said Substitute 
Trustee will, on January 19, 2017 at 10:00 AM 
at the North Side Entrance of the City County 
Building, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, TN 37902, 
proceed to sell at public outcry to the highest 
and best bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY, 
the following described property situated in Knox 
County, Tennessee, to wit: 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
LYING AND BEING IN KNOX COUNTY, STATE 
OF TENNESSEE BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: SITUATE IN THE 
SIXTH CIVIL DISTRICT OF KNOX COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, WITHOUT THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, AND 
BEING MORE FULLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN IN THE SOUTHWEST 
RIGHT OF WAY OF LACY ROAD, SAID IRON 
PIN BEING DISTANT IN A SOUTHEASTERLY 
DIRECTION, 1750 FEET, MORE OR LESS, FROM 
THE INTERSECTION OF SAID LACY ROAD AND 
THE CENTERLINE OF KECK ROAD IF PROJECTED 
TO THE SAME; THENCE FROM SAID BEGINNING 
IRON PIN ALONG THE SOUTHWEST RIGHT OF 
WAY OF LACY ROAD, SOUTH 41 DEG. 43 MIN. 
25 SECONDS EAST 118.42 FEET TO AN IRON 
PIN CORNER TO LOT 2; THENCE LEAVING LACY 
ROAD AND ALONG THE BOUNDARY OF LOT 2, 
SOUTH 53 DEG. 25 MIN. WEST 368.2 FEET TO 
AN IRON PIN IN THE BOUNDARY OF TRACT 2; 
THENCE ALONG THE BOUNDARY OF TRACT 
2, NORTH 41 DEG. 00 MIN. WEST 118.3 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE NORTH 53 DEG. 25 
MIN. EAST 366.7 FEET TO AN IRON PIN IN THE 
SOUTHWEST RIGHT OF WAY OF LACY ROAD, 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING ONE (1) 
ACRE, MORE OR LESS; AND BEING ACCORDING 
TO THE SURVEY OF WILLIAM L. CLARK, 
SURVEYOR, DATED 18 APRIL 1985. 

Parcel ID: 068 032 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of 

the property is believed to be 6211 LACY RD, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912. In the event of any 
discrepancy between this street address and 
the legal description of the property, the legal 
description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): NORMAN G. 
GOODRICH, KATHY J. GREEN 

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: GENERAL 
BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND MINISTRY 
The sale of the above described property shall 
be subject to all matters shown on any recorded 
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements or setback lines that may be applicable; 
any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any 
priority created by a fixture filing; and to any 
matter that an accurate survey of the premises 
might disclose. This property is being sold with 
the express reservation that it is subject to 
confirmation by the lender or Substitute Trustee. 
This sale may be rescinded at any time. The right is 
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale to another 
day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and 
place for the sale set forth above. All right and 
equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be 
good, but the undersigned will sell and convey only 

as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, 
where is, without representations or warranties 
of any kind, including fitness for a particular use 
or purpose. 

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute 
Trustee 119 S. Main Street, Suite 500

Memphis, TN 38103 
www.rubinlublin.com/propertylistings.php 
Tel: (877) 8130992 Fax: (404) 6015846 

Ad #108873: 20161226  20170102, 20170109    

court 
notices

NOTICE OF 
COmpLAINT FOR 

DIvORCE
Case:  Angela M. Blair-Wolfe- 

VS – Charles R. Wolfe
Docket number 133686

IN THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT OF 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing from the complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
CHARLES R. WOLFE  is a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 
that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon CHARLES R. WOLFE.

IT IS ORDERED that said defendant file 
an answer to an action of COMPLAINT FOR 
DIVORCE filed by ANGELA M. BLAIR-WOLFE, 
Plaintiff herein, with the Fourth Circuit Court 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, and with DAVID B. 
HAMILTON, Plaintiff’s Attorney whose address 
is 1810 MERCHANTS DRIVE KNOXVILLE, TN 
37912 within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication, and if you do not answer or otherwise 
respond, a Default Judgment may be entered 
against you on the thirtieth (30th) day after 
the fourth (4th) publication.  This notice will be 
published in the Focus for four (4) consecutive 
weeks.  

This the 3rd day of January, 2017
Mike Hammond Clerk

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO:   JUSTIN BEASON

IN RE:   VICKI PARROT AND JANNA 
HUNGERFORD AND BRITTNI 

WATZLAWICK VS JUSTIN BEASON

NO:  192825

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
JUSTIN BEASON, non-residents of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry 
, so that the ordinary process of law cannot be 
served upon JUSTIN BEASON, it is ordered that 
said defendant,  JUSTIN BEASON , file an answer 
with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knoxville, Tennessee and with  H. DANIEL 
FORRESTER III, an Attorney whose address is  711 
S. SEIVERS BLVD., CLINTON, TN 379002, within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or 
a judgement by default will be taken against you 
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-parte as to 
you before Chancellor John F. Weaver in the Knox 
County Chancery Court, Division I, at 400 W. Main 
St. Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.  This notice will 
be published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper 
for four (4) weeks.  

This 19TH  day of  December, 2016  .
Clerk & Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO:  HEIRS OF MARY WANDA ALEXANDER 
- MR. CHARLES WARD, MR. KYLE 
RUNION, MR. WILLIAM L. RUNION 
AND MR. KYLE DAVID ALEXANDER

IN RE:  THOMAS ALEXANDER AND 
JEREMY ALEXANDER VS HEIRS OF 

MARY WANDA ALEXANDER

NO:  192731-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant HEIRS 
OF MARY WANDA ALEXANDER - MR. CHARLES 
WARD, MR. KYLE RUNION, MR. WILLIAM L. 
RUNION AND MR. KYLE DAVID ALEXANDER  , 
non-residents of the State of Tennessee, or whose 
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
search and inquiry , so that the ordinary process 
of law cannot be served upon HEIRS OF MARY 
WANDA ALEXANDER - MR. CHARLES WARD, 
MR. KYLE RUNION, MR. WILLIAM L. RUNION 
AND MR. KYLE DAVID ALEXANDER, it is ordered 
that said defendant,  HEIRS OF MARY WANDA 
ALEXANDER - MR. CHARLES WARD, MR. KYLE 
RUNION, MR. WILLIAM L. RUNION AND MR. 
KYLE DAVID ALEXANDER , file an answer with 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knoxville, Tennessee and with  GLEN KYLE, an 
Attorney whose address is  4931 HOMBERG 
DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37919, within thirty (30) 
days of the last date of publication or a judgement 
by default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-parte as to you before 
Chancellor John F. Weaver in the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division I, at 400 W. Main St. 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.  This notice will be 
published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) weeks.  

This 15TH  day of  December, 2016  .
Clerk & Master

 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
ELLA RUTH ARMSTRONG GRAHAM

Docket number 78389-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH DAY 

OF DECEMBER, 2016, letters testamentary in 

respect of the Estate of ELLA RUTH ARMSTRONG 
GRAHAM who died MAR 17, 2016, were issued 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 15TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2016
Estate of ELLA RUTH ARMSTRONG GRAHAM

JOYCE ANN GRAHAM CONNER;; EXECUTRIX
12735 HIGHWICK CIRCLE, 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

LISA W. GAMMELTOFT; 
ATTORNEY- AT- LAW

110 COGDILL RD.  KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

PUBLISH: 1/3/2017 & 1/9/2017 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
RACHEL ANN LOVELL

Docket number 78387-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH DAY 

OF DECEMBER, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of RACHEL ANN LOVELL who died OCT 
8,2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 15TH DAY OF DECEMBER
Estate of RACHEL ANN LOVELL

PATRICIA COX; EXECUTRIX
6029 ATKINS RD. KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

PUBLISH: 1/3/2017 & 1/9/2017

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
ANNETTE J. PAYNE

Docket number 78381-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH DAY 

OF DECEMBER, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of ANNETTE J. PAYNE who died SEP 
26,2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 15TH DAY OF DECEMBER
Estate of ANNETTE J. PAYNE

REGENA KAYE GALLOWAY; EXECUTRIX
542 N. CUNNINGHAM RD. 

SEYMOUR, TN 37865

PUBLISH: 1/3/2017 & 1/9/2017 

Misc. 
notices

pUBLIC NOTICE:
Knoxville Regional Transportation 

Planning Organization
Executive Board Meeting, January 25, 2017

The Knoxville Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO) Executive Board will 
meet on Wednesday, January 25th at 9 a.m. in 
the Small Assembly Room of the City/County 
Building, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, TN.  Visit 
www.knoxtrans.org/meeting for preliminary and 
final Agendas or contact the TPO if you would like 
a copy of the final Agenda.  If you need assistance 
or accommodation for a disability please notify the 
TPO three business days in advance of the meeting 
and we will be glad to work with you in obliging 
any reasonable request.   

865-215-2694 or dori.caron@knoxtrans.org. 

LEgAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:
Bid 2486, Seventeen Passenger Buses, due 

02/08/17
For additional information call 865-215-5777, 

stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  37917, 
or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/
purchasing.  To bid on Knox County surplus items, 
go to www.govdeals.com.

legal & public notices

Email legals@knoxfocus.com to 
place your legal or public notice.
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I was gifted a most 
beautiful calendar by my 

friend (who 
by the way 
is a very tal-
ented land-
scape pho-
tog rapher) 
who had 
taken photo-
graphs from 
my garden of 

various flowers in bloom, I 
began thinking of the new 
year.  At the beginning of 
the new year most people 
begin setting new goals... 
making New Year’s Resolu-
tions, if you will.  Most of us 
want to lose weight, exer-
cise more, take better care 
of ourselves, be healthier, 
more fit, have better con-
trol of our finances, travel 
more, embark on a new 
career, be kinder, more 
patient, the list goes on 
and on.

So, I thought, I need 
to take better care of my 
lawn and garden... per-
haps put a new garden 
plan, new design in place, 
change up a flower bed, 

take out some plantings, 
add some new plantings.  
Therefore, my thoughts 
turned to what I need to 
do... should do right now... 
right now in January.

If you haven’t already, 
this is a good time to 
mulch.  Mulch can mod-
erate soil temperature 
and buffer plants from 
the freeze/thaw cycles in 
winter which can uproot 
plants (called heaving) or 
injuring plants.

This is also a good time 
to examine the bones of 
your garden.  With the 
leaves on deciduous 
plants gone, you can see 
where you need struc-
ture, where you need 
evergreens, where you 
need to prune.  Consid-
er what you would like to 
keep and what isn’t work-
ing.  Envision what you 
want your garden to look 
like.  Draw a plan for how 
to build what your mind’s 
eye sees.  Start the New 
Year with a new plan.

As January moves for-
ward... near the end of 

January or first to middle 
February, it is time to trim 
your Knock-Out Roses 
while they are still dor-
mant.  You will want to 
prune knock out roses 
by reducing their height 
by half to two-thirds.  You 
will want to end up with 
a knockout rose that is 
around 12 to 18 inches 
high after pruning.  Knock 
outs are fast growing 
shrubs and a hard prun-
ing aids better growth and 
blossoms.  Always make 
a cut at an angle of 45 
degrees and use sharp 
shears or blades to do the 
job.  A blunt tool causes 
more harm than good.

Another consideration 
in January is the plants 
(the tender young plants) 
that you brought indoors 
to overwinter.  At this 
point, you may be noticing 
that many of your plants 
are dropping many of their 
leaves.  If your plants 
struggle due to the lack 
of bright, natural light you 
may need to supplement 
the light with fluorescent 

lighting.
These are just a few 

things to do in January 
and to take into consider-
ation as you plan ahead 

for your spring garden and 
beyond.

“Anyone who thinks that 
gardening begins in the 
spring and ends in the fall 

is missing the best part of 
the whole year.  For gar-
dening begins in January 
with the dream.” -Jose-
phine Nuese

Are you interested in reducing your energy consumption by as much 
as 40%? Well, the most effective way to make that happen might come 
as some surprise to you. It has nothing to do with your car, or your light 
bulbs, or any household appliance that you might be thinking of ... 
getting a more energy efficient furnace is one of the best ways you 
can get significant energy savings. Trane introduces the XL20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824

6 Months Same As Cash
or financing for as low as 9%*

when you purchase any qualifying Trane XLi system.

One Change Can Reduce Your
Energy Consumption BY Up To 40%.

One Change Can Reduce Your
Energy Consumption BY Up To 40%.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

865-428-4824
*6 Months Same as Cash/6 Months Deferred Payment - Finance Charges accrue from the date of sale unless the Same as Cash plan balance is paid in full prior 
to the Same As Cash expiration date, in which case they are waived. Regular credit terms apply after the Same As Cash period expires. Annual Percentage 
Rate 17.90%. Minimum Finance Charge: $2.00. (APR and Minimum Finance Charge may be lower in some states.) Straight Financing option – Percentage of 
financing determined upon credit history and approval.  Determined at the sole discretion of the lender.  Terms subject to change without notice. Subject to credit 
approval. See Account Agreement for complete information and important disclosures. Other open-end and closed-end credit plans may be available. Ask seller 
for details. All credit plans subject to normal credit policies.

Are you interested in reducing your energy consumption by as much as 40%? Well, the 
most effective way to make that happen might come as some surprise to you. It has 
nothing to do with your car, or your light bulbs, or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of… getting a more energy efficient furnace is one of the best ways 
you can get significant energy savings. Trane introduces the XV95, the gas furnace that 
operates at up to 96.7% efficiency. It is, simply put, one of the most energy efficient gas 
furnaces available. Contact LB Chase Mechanical to learn more about how you can 
dramatically reduce your heating costs today.

$1500 Tax Credit 
Still Available!
for qualifying systems

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
60%? Well, the most effective way 
to make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XL20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply 
put, one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact LB 
Chase Mechanical to learn more about 
how you can dramatically reduce your 
heating costs today.

A new high efficiency heating & cooling system 
can be more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
through the TVA Energy Right Program. 

(865) 428-4824
Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

By Mike 
Cruze,
Master 
Gardener

January’s Gardening Considerations

Submitted by Sue Hamilton, 
Director of the University of Tennessee 
Gardens 

Japanese maples, Acer palmatum, 
are at the top of my list of favorite 
trees. This group of trees has such 
diversity in growth habit, foliage color, 
leaf-type, form and even bark color 
that there really is an ideal selection 
for every garden. At last count, I have 
18 different cultivars in my home 
landscape and my garden is only a 
half-acre! 

You might be wondering why I’ve 
chosen to highlight them in January? 
For one, as long as the ground is not 
frozen, this is a great time to plant a 
Japanese maple or any tree or shrub. 
Woody plants have gone dormant and 
with the cooler temperatures and 
rainfall, it’s an ideal time to get such 
plants in the ground. Such plants typi-
cally outperform those planted in the 
spring. Secondly, I want to focus on 
the group of Japanese maples that 
make quite a show in the winter land-
scape. If you have space, don’t over-
look adding this great winter-interest 
tree to your landscape. 

Several Japanese maple selec-
tions are valued for the brilliant bark 
color they exhibit once temperatures 
turn cold. Each has an upright growth 
habit, and, depending on cultivar, can 
grow between 6 and 25 feet tall. Foli-
age is a lime green in spring darkening 
in color as summer approaches. Fall 
foliage is either a bright, showy shade 
of yellow or a fusion of red, orange 
and yellow. They perform best in a 
slightly acidic (pH 5.5-6.5) and moist 
but well-drained soil in full-sun to par-
tial shade. Bark coloration will always 
be best when the tree is grown in full-
sun and young twigs and branches will 
typically be more color intensive than 
the tree trunk itself. Coloration can 
almost be absent in summer. Some 
selections of this group of Japanese 
maples can lose their color intensity 
in the main trunk of the tree as they 
age. 

Japanese maples really are easy 
trees to maintain. They are not heavy 
feeders, and using compost or a well-
aged mulch well away from the base 
of the tree and about three to four 
inches deep will provide enough nutri-
tion for your maple, making commer-
cial fertilizers unnecessary. You may 
find that you would like to prune or 
shape your Japanese maple. This 
is a matter of preference. Remove 
crossing branches and thin out twigs 
that are bunched together. This will 
reveal and accentuate the beauty of 
the tree’s framework. The best time 
to prune Japanese maples in our 
region of the country is late Febru-
ary to early March. It’s recommend-
ed to use selective pruning practices, 

removing no more than one-third of 
the branches at one time or during 
one season. 

I recommend siting your tree where 
it can be a focal point in your land-
scape. You can make it a single speci-
men planted in an open lawn. Night-
time landscape up-lighting is a fabu-
lous way to showcase the beauty of 
the colorful bark and the architecture 
of the tree. Another effective way to 
distinguish this tree is to pay careful 
attention to the angle-of-view from 
which the tree will be seen in your 
garden and provide it a contrasting-
color backdrop. It could be the back-
ground color of your home or utility 
shed or the contrasting color of an 
evergreen. Planting in a decorative 
container in a color matching the 
tree’s bark can be incredibly striking. 
Add to the winter color of this combi-
nation by planting pansies and violas 
with matching or contrasting flowers 
around the base of the tree. And Jap-
anese maples, because they are not 
large trees, can always be used in 
mixed planting borders and in foun-
dation plantings. 

Outstanding Selections for Winter 
Appeal: 

‘Aka kawa hime’ has bright red bark 
in winter and is one of the more dwarf 
in this unique group of maples. Grows 
6’-8’ tall and 4’-6’ wide. 

‘Beni kawa’ also has bright salmon-
red bark in winter. Grows 10’ tall and 
8’-10’ wide. 

‘Bihou’ has bark that turns orange 
in the winter. Grows 15 ‘tall and 8’-10’ 
wide, and can be viewed in the UT 
Gardens, Jackson. 

‘Dixie Delight’ has bark that chang-
es in the winter first to orange and 
then to yellow as temperatures get 
colder. Grows 10’-12’ tall and 6’-8’ 
wide. 

‘Japanese Sunrise’ has multi-col-
ored winter bark. One side of the tree 
will be bright red while the other side 
is a bright yellow. And in between 
these two colors, the bark is a fusion 
of yellow, orange and red. Can grow 
up to 25’ tall x 20’ wide. A specimen 
is on display in the UT Gardens, Knox-
ville. 

‘Red Wood’ has coral-pink bark 
much like that of ‘Sango Kaku’. Known 
to keep good bark coloration in the 
old wood as well. Grows up to 12’ tall 
and 4’-8’ wide. 

‘Sango kaku’ is known for its showy 
coral-pink coloration in the winter 
landscape. Grows up to 25’ tall and 
20’ wide. Specimens are on display 
at both the UT Gardens sites in Knox-
ville and Jackson. 

‘Winter Flame’ has showy red winter 
bark. Grows 8’-10’ tall and 6-8’ wide. 
You can also see this tree in the UT 
Gardens, Knoxville. 

UT Gardens January 2017 Plant of the Month: 

Japanese Maple
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

alterations
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS CALL 

JOANNE 579-2254

CHilD Care

eleCtriCian

Flooring

HARDWOOD, LVP and
LAMINATE FLOORING

APPALACHIAN HARDWOOD
FLOORING SPECIALIST

INSTALL, SANDING, FINISH
& REPAIR OLD OR NEW FLOORS

Materials at wholesale prices.
Call Anytime 865-219-9803
Free Estimates. 1131 Atlantic 

Ave., Knoxville, TN 37917

Florist

POWELL FLORIST AND 
GIFTS 865-947-6105 

POWELLFLORISTKNOXVILLE.
NET

gutter
 work

GUTTER CLEANING, 
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND 

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD 
936-5907

HanDyman
HANDYMAN AND SON 
PAINTING, DRYWALL, 
PLUMBING, PRESSURE 

WASHING, GUTTER CLEANING, 
CARPENTRY, FLOORING. YOUR 
HELPING HAND AROUND THE 
HOUSE. (865) 242-6699 BOB 

OR (865) 219-1704

Home 
improvement

lawn Care
CEDAR RIDGE LAWN & 
LANDSCAPE OWNER/ 

OPERATOR SEAN RAKES 
776-8838 CEDARRIDGELAWN@

YAHOO.COM

metal 
work

plumbing

BIG DAWG PLUMBING

 DRAIN CLEANING, SEWER 

SEPTIC WATER ETC

363-9877

storage

swim lessons

SWIM LESSONS: YOUTH & 

ADULT SWIM CLASSES. NEW 

CLASSES BEGIN EACH MONTH. 

CALL THE JUMP START 

PROGRAM AT ASSOCIATED 

THERAPEUTICS FOR MORE 

INFORMATION. 687-4537

tree serviCes

service Directory

classiFieDs
Computers 

For sale
DELLS W/MONITOR KEYBOARD 

& MOUSE.  WINDOWS & 
OFFICE SEVEN (7).  $100-$125.  
WE DO REPAIRS. 865-237-6993

real estate
For rent

real estate
For rent

FOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 & 2 BDRM APARTMENTS, 

FROM $450.+ WWW.
KNOXAPARTMENTS.NET           
CALL TENANT’S CHOICEsm 

(865) 637-9118

tires For sale

4 CRAGAR STAGGERED 20 
INCH RIMS W/ 3 NITTO NT555 
AT 80% $700 865-256-0973

Agape Café
St. Paul UMC Fountain 

City, 4014 Garden Drive, is 
offering Agape Cafe’ fellow-
ship every fourth Wednes-
day.

On Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25, Ina Hughs, News 
Sentinel columnist and 
author will talk on the 
challenges churches face 
in an increasingly chang-
ing world.  Each fourth 
Wednesday night, light din-
ners are provided ($7.00 
adults, $3.00 children, 
$20.00 family), along with 
good fellowship, conversa-
tion and an enlightening, 
entertaining program.  Get 
more information by calling 
865-687-2952 or by visit-
ing the church website at 

stpaulftncity.org.
Bonny Kate Chapter 
DAR meeting

Bonny Kate Chapter 
Daughters of American 
Revolution will hold its 
regular monthly meeting 
at 1:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, January 11, 2017 
at Second Presbyterian 
Church, 2829 Kingston 
Pike, Knoxville, TN.  Guest 
speaker will be Ron Jones 
who will review his newest 
book.
Commissioners Night Out

Knox County At-Large 
Commissioners Ed Brant-
ley and Bob Thomas are 
headed out to Farragut for 
their next Ed & Bob Night 
Out in Knox County. Ed 
and Bob will be at Sam & 

Andy’s WEST in the Aspen 
Square Shopping Center, 
11110 Kingston Pike, 
Wednesday, January 18th 
from 5 to 7 p.m. to meet 
the people of west Knox 
County and listen to their 
concerns. 
Dante Church of God

Dante Church of God will 
be distributing  BOXES OF 
BLESSINGS (food) on Sat-
urday, January 14, 2017 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. or until boxes are 
gone.  Anyone who would 
like to come and receive a 
box of blessings is invited.  

You must be present to 
receive a box of food. One 
box per household.

For more information 
call 865-689-4829

Knoxville Civil War 
Roundtable January meeting

Jim Lewis, Chief of Inter-
pretation and Cultural 
Resource Management at 
Stones River National Bat-
tlefield, will tell the tale of 
the pivotal fighting at Hell’s 
Half Acre and examine how 
the fighting there helped 
reverse the tide of battle 
to establish The Anchor on 
the Landscape. The pre-
sentation begins at 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, January 10, 2017, 
at Bearden Banquet Hall, 
5806 Kingston Pike. Lec-
ture only cost $5, students 
free. Dinner is $17, includ-
ing lecture, and begins at 
7 p.m.  RSVP to 865-671-
9001.

FOUNTAIN CITY AUCTION
presents 

12th Annual Advertising 
Auction

Saturday, January 14  | NOON

4109 Central Avenue Pike, Knoxville TN 37912
Call Greg at (865) 604-3468 for all of your auction needs. 

We buy and sell full or partial estates. 10% Buyer’s Premium.

www.fountaincityauction.com
Tal #2204  tfl  #5223

Advertisement items 
are pouring through 

our doors daily! 
Online bidding 

is ongoing. Well 
over 500 lots to be 
sold. Included in 
this sale: porcelain 
signs, gas & oil 
items, gas pumps, 

pinball machines, 
lots of pedal cars & 
tractors, neon signs, 
1960s Mobil Gas 
pegasus, clocks, 
thermometers, Coca-
Cola Coolers, Coca-
Cola Machines, super 
nice Pepsi cooler, 
oil cans, lots of 

vintage toys, tin toys, 
Buddy-L Trucks, 
Structo, wind-up 
toys, cap guns, lots 
of porcelain signs,  
1940s Coke Vendo 
Drum Machine, 
Phillips 66 Items, 
Texaco Items, Esso, 
Sinclair, Mobil, Gulf, 

Neon Clocks, Lots 
Of Case XX Knives, 
1880s Studebaker 
Wagon, Big Block El 
Camino Truck, And 
So Much More! 

This Saturday 
promises to be one of 
our best sales yet!! 
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