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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

A four-hour work ses-
sion of the Knox County 
Commission last week 
covered several issues 
including possibly re-
organizing their meet-
ing schedule, revamp-
ing the beer board, dis-
cussing the upcoming 
budget vote, and hearing 
the American Medical 
Response report.

Emergency 
Medical Services 

update
The first four months 

of EMS service last week 
were detailed by Ameri-
can Medical Response 
Regional Director Josh 
Spencer. He report-
ed that AMR is working 
with new tools to provide 
more direct medical care 
and listed those tools 
as improving communi-
cations with phone calls 
and visits by nurses, new 
employees, higher sala-
ries and public education.  
Spencer said response 
time is better and improv-
ing and a sub-contractor 
ambulance service is 
helping.

Brad Anders, director 
of Knox County Emer-
gency Communications, 
said bringing Emergency 
Medical Services into the 
911 system is ongoing. 
Almost one million dol-
lars is going to updates 
at the Baxter Street head-
quarters and at the back-
up facility at the Public 
Safety Center. He said 
911 is adding and train-
ing 20 new employees 
and the updates should 

be completed in 12 to 18 
months.

The AMR response time 
may be further improved 
with the future opening of 
a new emergency room at 
UT Hospital.

During public forum, 
Mitchell Bennett, father 
of a son who suffered a 
major health crisis, said 
that repeated calls for 
help saw no ambulance 
arrive. He said that three 
ambulances were avail-
able to respond but did 
not. Bennett said he had 
to deliver his son to the 
hospital by himself.

Commissioner Carson 
Dailey said the need was 
never relayed to the Sey-
mour Fire Department, 
who would have respond-
ed.

In a related busi-
ness, Commissioner 
Kim Frazier was chosen 
to become the first at-
large county commis-
sion member of the Knox 
County Fire and Technical 
Rescue Committee.

New budget 
with no money 

for parks?
A discussion on the 

proposed county budget, 
which must be passed 
before the end of June, 
is on tonight’s commis-
sion agenda. The public 
hearing on what Finance 
Director Chris Caldwell 
called “a billion-dollar 
budget” is scheduled for 
today at 4 p.m.

At-large Commission-
er Kim Frazier asked 
why the proposed county 
budget has no funding for 
county parks. Parks and 
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FREE
Take One!

The Knox County Trustee’s 
Office is now accepting 

PREREGISTRATION 
for TAX SALE 24 which will be 

held on June 26th at 
The Grande Event Center

https://knoxcounty.org/trustee/2024_tax_sale/

Continue on page 3

ARMSTRONG 
REMODELING

From Concept to Completion: Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Wall Moving • Flooring • Kitchens • Bathrooms 

Masonry • Carpentry • Decks • Fences • Plumbing • And Much More! NO MONEY DOWN. FINANCING AVAILABLE.

865-315-0630
Licensed, Bonded & 

Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Call the remodeling professionals! From handyman projects to major renovations, we can do it!

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil is learning to solve long 
meetings by combining 
several zoning requests 
into a bundle and discuss-
ing and voting on the pack-
age.

Despite some Palestine 
supporters still taking the 
podium to initially speak 
to the zonings and other 
items, the council Tues-
day found its footing and 
the meeting moved quicker 
than it could have.

The council voted to 
rezone the property at 
1117 Beaman Lake Road 

from single-family residen-
tial (RN-1) to general resi-
dential (RN-5). The request 
came from Rev. Harold 
Middlebrook and involved 
18 acres adjoining Canaan 
Baptist Church of Christ 
with plans for 85 housing 
units for low-income citi-
zens and the elderly.

Local residents opposed 
to the change told the 
council the road was too 
narrow and asked the vote 
be postponed. The project 
is requesting a tax break 
and that request was pend-
ing on the zoning request 
to pass. Mayor Indya Kin-
cannon reminded the 
council the request passed 

the Knoxville-Knox County 
Planning meeting with a 
10-0 vote and promised 
the city will look at the road 
for possible improvements. 
The zoning request passed 
on the First Reading.

The request by sever-
al residents to overturn a 
planning commission deci-
sion to permit a new drive-
way on Topside Road and 
a turn lane on West John 
Sevier Highway, serving 
the Calvary Chapel Church, 
was heard. After being 
advised the council cannot 
impose restrictions during 
an appeal, Councilman 
Tommy Smith, who rep-
resents the area, moved 

successfully to deny the 
appeal.

An appeal by the West 
Hills Community Associ-
ation to reverse a plan-
ning decision permitting 
a two-family dwelling in 
their neighborhood was 
also denied. Opinions on 
the council differed widely 
with Councilman Charles 
Thomas warning that the 
decision could “undermine 
our zoning codes.”

The appeal was denied 
in a 5-4 vote.

In other action, the city 
council approved a $1.2 
million contract with Stan-
tec Consulting Services 
Inc. for engineering and 

consulting services for the 
construction of an elec-
tric bus overhead charging 
project.

A $70,000 annual con-
tract for two years was 
approved for attorney ser-
vice by Frantz McConnell 
and Seymour, LLP, for the 
Knoxville Transit Authority.

Residential care facili-
ties were approved to be 
added to the office park 
zonings in a code change.

Several zoning change 
requests were withdrawn 
or postponed for later 
meetings. Vice Mayor 
Andrew Roberto withdrew 
a request from Dream 
House Construction LLC 

for a housing development 
on Middlebrook Pike.

Roberto also postponed 
a request from Home-
stead Land Holdings LLC 
for another Middlebrook 
Pike development for two 
weeks.

Councilman Thomas 
moved to postpone a 
Western Avenue industrial 
zone change for two weeks 
and an Inskip residen-
tial change at 606 Heins 
Court was delayed for four 
weeks.

Three properties on Joe 
Lewis Road were approved 
to move from general 
industrial zoning to single-
family residential.

A CLASS ACT

Central High was one of the three schools 
to hold commencement ceremonies last 
Thursday, the first day of Knox County 
Schools graduations. Above, Valedictori-
an Catie Padilla addresses the audience of 
graduates and well-wishers Thursday. The 
scoreboard at Joel Helton Field reflects the 
Class of 2024. Above, new graduates flip 
their tassels to mark the landmark occa-
sion.

Photos and story by Ken Leinart.

Commission reviews 
EMS provider, budget, 

policy revisions

City council denies zoning appeals

Knoxville Central High 
School Valedictorian Catie 
Padilla and Salutatorian 

Braeden Kercher commended their 
fellow graduates Thursday night 
during the commencement ceremo-
ny held at the school’s football field.

The Central Class of 2024 “perse-
vered.” 

They began their high school 
journey in the fall of 2020, about 
five months after a pandemic made 
“remote learning” a household term.

The Class of 2024 began high 
school with social distancing, aspects 
of remote learning still in place, and 
the threat and reality of quarantines 
a matter of routine.

An estimated crowd between 1,000 
- 1,300 (The bleachers and a portion 

of the track surrounding the field 
were full and family friends lined 
the fences surrounding the venue) 
watched some 230 seniors from 
Knoxville Central High School walk 
across the stage to receive “more than 
just a piece of paper,” Central High 
School Principal Danielle Rutig said.

She told the graduates they were 
now, and always will be, members of 
the Bobcat family.

She said the Bobcat family began 
in 1906 when the first graduating 
class from Knoxville Central High 
School was recognized.

Rutig said Knoxville Central High 
School is the oldest high school in 
Knoxville and the Class of 2024 is 
part the school’s “proud history.”
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I am not a 
women’s basket-
ball fan and thus 
have not paid 
much attention 
to all the ado-
ration for Cait-
lin Clark. When I 
was on the facul-
ty at the Universi-
ty of Tennessee, I 
went to very few 
of the Lady Vols games. I 
never could get over how 
many layups were missed 
in the women’s game, just 
like I have always been 
puzzled by how poor the 
free throw shooting is in 
the men’s game. Yet I was 
surprised and disappoint-
ed when UT fired its wom-
en’s coach, Kellie Harper. 
I served on UT’s athletic 
board and remembered her 
as a guard on three of Pat 
Summitt’s national cham-
pionship teams. Harper 
became a very good coach 
and I was delighted when 
she came back to Knoxville 
to replace Holly Warlick 
who had followed Summitt. 
I thought Harper was doing 
an excellent job despite 
not being able to recruit 
5-star caliber players. By 
the time she came to Knox-
ville, South Carolina was 
the dominant SEC team fol-
lowed by LSU. Star players 
were more inclined to go to 
those newer powers than 
to UT. Likewise, one always 
had to compete with Gene 
Auriemma’s UConn teams. 
UConn had eclipsed Sum-
mitt’s UT teams when 
Summitt was still coach-
ing. The women’s game 
had evolved where even 
UConn was no longer dom-
inating the national scene. 
UConn was still unbeatable 
in the Big East but was only 
a number three seed in this 
year’s NCAA tournament.

At UT, Harper 
was a more than 
r e s p e c t a b l e 
108-52 (.675). 
This season UT 
went 20-13, 10-6 
in the SEC and 
lost to an unde-
feated South 
Carolina team 
on a last second 
lucky three-point 

shot by a player who had 
never before made a three-
pointer. UT lost in the tour-
nament to a North Carolina 
State team that made the 
Final 4. Harper had never 
gotten past the Sweet 16 
and I guess that may have 
been her downfall. By firing 
her, Tennessee lost its best 
incoming recruits.

Harper’s firing is remi-
niscent of Texas’ firing of 
current Tennessee men’s 
coach Rick Barnes. Barnes 
has always been a very 
good coach. His Texas 
teams were always good 
and even great when they 
had unbelievable talent 
such as T J Ford and Kevin 
Durant. Barnes was 402-
180 (.691) in Austin. He 
went to the Sweet 16 five 
times, to the Elite 8 three 
times and to the Final Four 
once. Ultimately he was 
fired despite that record. 
He could never win the big 
one.

At Tennessee, Barnes is 
202-101 (.667). Tennessee 
has gone to 6 NCAA tour-
naments under Barnes. 
But similar to his tenure 
at Texas, Tennessee has 
been a disappointment in 
the tournament. They have 
been to the Elite 8 only 
twice and never played in 
the Final 4.

Harper’s record at Ten-
nessee was similar to that 
of Barnes. She even has a 
higher winning percentage. 

Yet there is virtually no 
chance that Barnes will 
face the same fate as 
Harper. One wonders why. 
Vol great Kara Lawson (one 
of my former students) is 
the head coach at Duke. 
She was one of those 
rumored to be the next 
Tennessee coach but never 
interviewed for the job. 
Lawson has only been at 
Duke since 2020, is 69-33 
overall and only 32-23 in 
the ACC – a conference 
not as strong as the SEC. 
Her team this year made it 
to their first Sweet Sixteen. 
Lawson is building a strong 
program at Duke and can 
make that her legacy. She 
cannot have that at Ten-
nessee where Summitt 
looms larger than life. At 
Duke, she can become the 
women’s Mike Krzyzewski.  
She cannot do that at Ten-
nessee.

Meanwhile, UT has hired 
Marshall’s Kim Caldwell as 
its next women’s coach. 
Perhaps Danny White, UT’s 
athletic director, wanted to 
leave behind the shadow 
of Pat Summitt over the 
program. Caldwell has only 
been a head coach at the 
Division I level for one year. 
She was 26-7 and 17-1 in 
the Sun Belt conference 
at Marshall. But Marshall 
lost in the first round of the 
NCAAs. Perhaps White did 
not like Harper’s style of 
play. Caldwell favors a high-
paced offense and a pres-
sure defense. Of course, 
it really doesn’t matter if 
White is right. Whatever 
fate befalls Caldwell, the 
success or failure of wom-
en’s basketball is not going 
to impact Danny White’s job 
status at UT.
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

UT Needs To Put Students First, Make Professors Teach More Classes
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Bye to Kellie Harper– 
Is UT sexist?

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

Regular readers of my 
column may remember 
that my mother moved 
here from Iowa after she 
finished at Iowa Wesleyan 
College.

She had come here to 
visit an older sister who 
had married an engineer-
ing graduate from the Uni-
versity of Iowa who had 
gotten a job at TVA. Her 
sister talked her into stay-
ing, and she met my Dad, 
who was a student at UT. I 
have always said I am glad 
we let people move here or 
I wouldn’t be here myself.

However, because so 
many people are fleeing the 
high taxes and high crime 
of Democrat-run states 
and cities, I have recently 
been hearing many people 
saying that they wish not 
so many were moving here.

My grandfather from 
Iowa, Dr. Jacob Swisher, 
spent the last 28 years of 
his career on the faculty 
and working for the Univer-
sity of Iowa. My mother was 
born in Iowa City, where the 
university is located.

It is amazing that Papa 
Swisher, who visited Ten-
nessee but never lived 
here, ended up with nine 
grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren going 
through some part of the 
University of Tennessee 
system.

I am grateful to UT for 
giving me my undergradu-
ate education that enabled 
me to go to law school at 
George Washington Uni-
versity. I went to GWU in 

part because I had been 
to school all my life in Knox-
ville and thought it would 
be a good experience to go 
to school someplace else.

Over the years, I was 
able to get many mil-
lions of dollars for vari-
ous UT programs. Three 
examples of the many 
programs I helped with 
include $7,000,000 for 
the Institute of Agriculture; 
$4,000,000 for a robotics 
program; and $3,000,000 
for the neo-natal clinic at 
UT Hospital.

Joe DePietro, a former 
UT president, once sent 
me a photo of him and 
me, and at the bottom, he 
wrote, “No one has helped 
us more than you.”

I root for the Vols as hard 
as most, but I also think it 
is terrible to pay the coach-
es so much, and now even 
a few of the players.

But no individual and 
no university are perfect. 
I have met with and have 

known so many UT stu-
dents, and recently I have 
heard the same complaints 
from them I have been 
hearing over the years.

As great and powerful 
and important as UT is, 
I hope the university, its 
administrators and its pro-
fessors have not lost the 
desire to improve and/or 
feel they should be immune 
from criticism.

The university has too 
many foreign professors 
who are difficult for the stu-
dents to understand.

There are too many pro-
fessors who seeming-
ly have lost the desire to 
teach, so too many classes 
are too big and are taught 
by graduate students.

I always felt very lucky 
to have my job, but I can 
assure you, I could not 
have stayed in Congress 
for 30 years if I had not 
worked nights, weekends 
and holidays.

Too many professors 

seem to think six hours 
a week is a heavy load. It 
is not. If every professor 
taught at least 12 hours 
a week, classes could be 
smaller, and more students 
could graduate within four 
years. Now many students 
can’t get the classes they 
need, and it takes many 
of them five or six years to 
graduate.

Too many professors 
seem to want to simply do 
research and writing. That 
is a racket. Most of the 
writing seems to be done 
for obscure academic jour-
nals that have very little cir-
culation.

When professors mainly 
do research and writing, 
they are putting them-
selves first. When they 
teach classes, they are 
putting students first.

To sum up: 1) Foreign 
professors should be 
required to be fluent in 
easily understandable Eng-
lish. 2) Graduate students 

are students, they are not 
professors. 3) If every pro-
fessor taught in the class-
room twice as much as 
most do now, there would 
be more and smaller class-
es, and more students 
could graduate within four 
years.

Also, if professors taught 
more, the university would 
not have to keep adding 
to the number of facul-
ty members, and student 
tuition and fees would not 
go up nearly as fast as it 
has over the last 50 years 
(about four times the rate 
of inflation).

I have good memories 
of my time at UT where I 
did all of my undergradu-
ate work. But UT should not 
rest on its laurels. It does 
not need more buildings. It 
does need more teachers 
who are willing to teach.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Over the next five years 
Knox County’s finances 
might change drastical-
ly as the finance depart-
ment and school admin-
istration look for ways to 
pay upcoming bonded 
debt. While no one is 
talking about a proper-
ty tax increase yet, Knox 
County Finance Director 
Chris Caldwell warned 
the county commission’s 
finance committee that 
the county may start 
paying for things in cash 
and using its fund balance 
instead of issuing more 
bonds.

Caldwell also said that 
refinancing some debt 
might be considered if 

the interest rate is low 
enough.

The coming debt pay-
ments, going back twenty 
years for money borrowed 
to build things like schools 
and libraries and fund 
retirement programs, have 
due dates stretching from 
2027 through 2034. He 
said the bonded debt in 
2024 is $38.1 million for 
the county and $31.9 for 
the school system. That 
goes to $50.9 million by 
2029 with $51 million for 
school debt.

“Debt and pensions 
must be paid before oper-
ating expenses,” Caldwell 
said. He said the county 
currently has a $20.3 mil-
lion balance in the Debt 
Service Fund, but that 

could be used up and run 
out in 2028 or 2029.

“When we request or 
fund capital items, we 
often don’t consider how 
we pay for those items,” 
the finance director said.

Asked if the booming 
debt and slower revenue 
will affect the county’s 
bond rating, Caldwell said, 
“We’ve got a road map to 
keep that from happen-
ing.” He said that he and 
Ron McPherson, finance 
director of the school 
system, will meet on the 
issue.

“We’ll bring you back 
some options,” Caldwell 
said. “We’ll find a solution 
and we’ll get through it.”

County’s budget faces 
drastic repayment of 
bonds in near future
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Recreation Director Joseph 
Mack responded that the 
funding has been moved 
to specific line items within 
that budget.

Beer Board may 
re-organize

There are currently two 
members of the Knox 
County Commission who 
are opposed to the sale 
of beer and the licensing 
of beer retailers, and their 
opposition to those trans-
actions came up last week 
during the commission 
work session.

Commissioner Gina 
Oster, chair of the beer 
board, had a couple of 
ideas for reforming the 
procedure when someone 
applies for a license or is 
called before the commis-
sion beer board after a 
reported violation of beer 
sold to minors.

Oster and the Rules 
Committee are suggest-
ing that the beer board be 
composed of seven mem-
bers, not the entire com-
mission membership. That 
way anyone opposed to the 
drinking or selling of beer 
could abstain from mem-
bership.

She is also suggesting 
that all beer board member 
votes be by “roll call” so 
each decision could be 
known to the public.

Commissioners Rhonda 

Lee and Richie Beeler have 
abstained or not spoken 
on applications or hear-
ings, with Lee saying that 
her district would be penal-
ized if she could not vote 
on penalties for violators. 
Beeler, a minister, said that 
his silence on beer board 
actions is often recorded 
as a “Yes” vote.

“I am constrained by my 
covenant,” Beeler said.

In the case of a beer 
board realignment, Com-
missioner Kyle Ward sug-
gested that at least one at-
large commissioner serve 
on that body so all of Knox 
County is represented.

Deputy Law Director 
Mike Moyers said if the 
board is made up of seven 

members, then four votes 
would be considered a 
majority in any vote.

“Why fix something that 
isn’t broken?” said Com-
missioner Dailey. 

Commission may 
move meetings
Several changes regard-

ing commission meetings 
proposed by Commissioner 
Courtney Durrett were dis-
cussed last week and that 
discussion may be taken 
up again today. She amend-
ed her motion to begin the 
changes in June rather 
than September.

The proposed changes 
include moving the Zoning 
session to a separate 

day, holding an informal 
agenda review in Room 
640 instead of the Main 
Assembly Room, holding 
the public forum session 
at 3 p.m., and handling all 
of the other business in the 
monthly regular meeting. 

Durrett said the chang-
es would “eliminate redun-
dancy.”

The proposals met with 
several comments and 
Commissioner Dailey won-
dered how the changes 

may affect newly elect-
ed members. Dailey sug-
gested delaying a decision 
for six months after the 
upcoming election so new 
members can “get their 
feet wet.”

Richie Beeler said, “I sup-
port these, it makes too 
much sense not to do it.” 
John Schoonmaker noted 
that none of the upcom-
ing candidates were pres-
ent in last week’s meeting 
and have little idea how the 

commission works.
Commissioners Schoon-

maker, Dailey, Beeler, Kyle 
Ward and Dasha Lundy are 
either term-limited or not 
seeking re-election. Chair-
man Terry Hill and Durrett 
are seeking re-election so 
at least five new members 
and possibly seven will be 
seated in September.

The discussion resumes 
today at the regular com-
mission meeting.

Publisher’s Positions

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com
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Butch Inman, 
Agent/OwnerCelebrating 70 years 

in South Knoxville!SOUTH-DOYLE

Emily Child
Valedictorian

Viracboth “Charlie” 
Sullivan, Salutatorian

The Knoxville Focus would like to applaud 
the top of area schools’ Class of 2024.

Commission reviews EMS provider, budget, policy revisions

Protestors Need To 
Obey The Law

The Knoxville News-Sen-
tinel and Gannett newspa-
pers are giving a lot of sym-
pathetic coverage to the 
arrest of what they refer 
to as “pro-Palestinian” 
protesters. The protest-
ers were ordered to move 
from the lawn outside the 
UT College of Law, after 
being told they could con-
tinue their demonstration 
by moving to the lawn of the 
Student Union. Given 10 
minutes to leave, the pro-
testers ignored the warning 
and were arrested. None of 
us know how many of the 
11 individuals arrested are 

students, although one of 
the protesters was identi-
fied as being from Texas. 
Nationally, it has been 
noted that paid protesters 
have been employed to stir 
up trouble and demonstra-
tions on campuses. Some 
of the funding apparently 
comes from Leftist groups 
tied to money from people 
like George Soros. 

The News-Sentinel was 
especially flattering to 
Yassin Terou, a local busi-
ness-owner and Syrian refu-
gee. Terou has/had a sign in 
his restaurant stating every-
one, regardless of color, 
every religion was welcome. 
The News-Sentinel quoted 
one of the people arrested 
as saying, “It felt like offi-
cers were taunting us with 
their behaviors and whatev-
er we had done meant noth-
ing to them. Who we were 
meant nothing to them 
because they didn’t view 
us as people inside.”

Unfortunately, the nar-
rative of the mainstream 
media and the Gannett 
newspapers are very much 
left of center and is not at all 
sympathetic to the people 
of Israel. What is happen-
ing in Gaza right now is in 

response to a brutal mas-
sacre of more than 1,100 
children, women and men, 
all innocent civilians, were 
deliberately murdered by 
Hamas terrorists. Another 
253 civilians, women and 
children, old people, were 
taken hostage and disap-
peared into the tunnels built 
by Hamas under schools 
and hospitals where they 
use the people of Gaza as 
literal human shields. When 
was the last demonstration 
protesting Hamas using 
innocent Palestinian civil-
ians as human shields to 
protect terrorists from just 
retribution for their crimes 
against humanity? 

The parents of Shani 
Louk, a 23-year-old tattoo 
artist was killed by Hamas 
terrorists at the rave. 
Shani’s dead, half naked 
body was paraded in the 
bed of a truck like some 
kind of trophy, but no, 
we are supposed to be 
appalled someone’s hand 
turned blue. Left wing con-
gressmen, senators and 
governors could barely 
bring themselves to con-
demn the violence against 
Israelis. Rashida Tlaib could 
barely bring herself to say it 

was wrong to rape and bru-
talize Israeli women and 
girls. Professors saying it is 
“awesome” to kill Jews and 
yet the News-Sentinel con-
cerns itself with reporting 
the hurt feelings of people 
who never would have been 
arrested had they simply 
done as asked and moved. 

It is horrendous to think 
too many people have not 
been moved by the suffer-
ing of the Israeli people. The 
mainstream media barely 
gives a nod to the rising 
tide of antisemitism in this 
country.

It is and has been clear 
all along just exactly whom 
people in the mainstream 
media and too many of the 
protesters don’t see as 
being people.

Truth About Covid 
Continues To 

Come Out
Francis Collins, the 

former head of the Nation-
al Institutes of Health, was 
deposed for the Select 
Committee on the Corona-
virus Pandemic. Collins was 
asked about the “science” 
of the six-feet apart rule 
imposed by the NIH. The 

teachers’ unions latched 
onto that particular edict 
to keep schools closed 
while children suffered. “I 
did not see evidence, but 
I’m not sure I would have 
been shown evidence at 
that point,” Collins said. The 
next question was espe-
cially interesting. Collins 
was asked if there was any 
scientific evidence to sup-
port the theory of remain-
ing six feet apart. “No,” Col-
lins stated.

No evidence to support 
their contention. Imagine 
that. Remember when. 
Anyone who had the brass 
to suggest anything to the 
contrary was cancelled, 
cursed, and otherwise 
ejected from society, polite 
and otherwise? 

Now Lawrence Tabak, 
Deputy Director of the 
National Institutes of 
Health, has admitted to 
Congress that taxpayers 
did indeed pay for gain-of-
function research at the 
Wuhan Institute of Virolo-
gy. The taxpayers had been 
paying the tab for years 
and months before the 
outbreak of the Coronavi-
rus. When asked if the NIH 
had funded gain-of-function 

research in Wuhan through 
the EcoHealth Alliance, 
Tabak said, “It depends on 
your definition of gain-of-
function research. If you’re 
speaking about the generic 
term, yes we did.”

Anthony Fauci and a host 
of other NIH officials have 
stoutly denied, evaded, and 
obfuscated for four years 
funding of gain-of-function 
in Wuhan. Those same offi-
cials slice the bread pretty 
thin in parsing out words as 
they all wish to deny having 
any part in conducting 
potentially lethal research.

Yet again, any sugges-
tion by anybody that did not 
strictly adhere to the nar-
rative pushed by the NIH 
was demonized by the Left 
and the mainstream media. 
In testimony before the 
Senate Anthony Fauci told 
senators, “The NIH has not 
ever and does not now fund 
gain-of-function research in 
the Wuhan Institute of Virol-
ogy.”

They stack up lies like 
most people stack up a 
cord of wood.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

In a brief meeting Thurs-
day, four members of 
the seven-member Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Employees’ Merit System 
Board of Directors voted 
to approve Nova Medical 
Center as a backup physi-
cal examiner. Occasionally 
the Knox County Sheriff’s 
Medical Staff is not avail-
able to do the required 
physicals for new hires and 
the merit board was told 
that the back-up examin-
ers will abide by existing 

policies.
The merit board also 

voted to remove “reclas-
sification” as a grievance. 
The former merit council 
accepted it as a grievance 
but it was not removed 
when the board was 
revamped.

Rachel Harrison, who 
sat in for Myers Morton as 
deputy law director, con-
firmed the reclassification 
ruling. Vice Chair John Val-
liant chaired the meeting 
and walked the members 
through the agenda and 
removing the category from 
the grievance list.

KCSO Merit Board updates 
grievance regulations The Knox County Region-

al Forensic Center has 
again helped solve anoth-
er cold case, this time 
with the help of advanced 
genetic testing.

“No one is forgotten 
or neglected at the Knox 
County Regional Forensic 
Center,” said Chris Thomas, 
the Center’s Chief Admin-
istrative Officer. “We work 
diligently every day to try 
to identify every decedent 
and connect them with 
their next of kin, regardless 
of how long they’ve been 
here.”

The Knoxville Police 
Department notified the 
forensic center in early 

September 2022 that 
human remains were 
located in a wooded area 
behind a house on Knott 
Ave. An autopsy report 
revealed that no foul play 
was involved with the 
death, but no one could 
identify the decedent.

Thomas’ crews used 
radiographs and dental ex-
rays from missing individu-
als in the area but yielded 
no results. Working with 
Texas-based Othram Inc., 
a leader in what is called 
“forensic genetic genea-
logical (FGG),” research 
officials this past March 
were able to identify the 
person – 34-year-old Tony 

A. Brown Jr. FGG research 
uses a variety of tech-
niques including tapping 
into ancestry registries and 
using investigators to look 
into genealogical back-
grounds.

The Knox County Region-
al Forensic Center, in con-
junction with local law 
enforcement, has helped 
identify dozens of cold 
case victims – including 
one murder case stretch-
ing back three decades – 
during the past couple of 
years through advanced 
identification methods, 
such as dental, radiograph, 
and DNA.

In addition, officials each 

year identify hundreds of 
decedents from mostly 
non-crime related deaths.

“Everyone starts moving 
from the moment of arriv-
al and most of them don’t 
stop even after they go 
home,” Thomas said. “This 
is an amazing team that 
is dedicated to their work 
and identifying decedents 
is just as important as find-
ing out why they died.”

“It’s no secret that our 
Regional Forensic Center 
is an incredible county 
asset,” said Knox County 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs. “The 
staff is skilled and I’m 
grateful for the care they 
put into the job they do.”

Knox County Regional Forensic Center IDs Cold Case Death
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Luke Burdette, 
Valedictorian

Emma Burnette, 
Valedictorian

Ava Campbell, 
Valedictorian

The Knoxville Focus would like to applaud the Seymour High Class of 2024.

Taylor Campbell, 
Valedictorian

Ty Colley, 
Valedictorian

Jalee Davis, 
Valedictorian

Ethan Day, 
Valedictorian

Max DeBow, 
Valedictorian

Asher Dunlap, 
Valedictorian

Jenna Geringer, 
Valedictorian

Meghan Grayson, 
Valedictorian

Ethan Harvey, 
Valedictorian

Elaina Hembree, 
Valedictorian

Eli Henderson, 
Valedictorian

Talyn Hope, 
Valedictorian

Riley Jenkins, 
Valedictorian

Damian King, 
Valedictorian

Victoria Lamkey, 
Valedictorian

Olivia Limpar, 
Valedictorian

Keely McGuire, 
Valedictorian

Brady McMurray, 
Valedictorian

Brooke McNally, 
Valedictorian

Kendall Ownby, 
Valedictorian

Dhruv Patel, 
Valedictorian

Kaylen Schultz, 
Valedictorian

Eden Smead, 
Valedictorian

Kendyl Smith, 
Valedictorian

Elizabeth Thomas, 
Valedictorian

Sophia Winauski, 
Valedictorian

Mason Yeager, 
Valedictorian

Xavier Gregg, 
Salutatorian

Kendall Grosser, 
Salutatorian

Timothy Morris, 
Salutatorian

Emily Baldwin, 
Valedictorian

Adele Berelsman, 
Valedictorian

Reed Bull,
 ValedictorianCharles 

Temple
Sevier County 
School Board

Congratulations to the 
2024 Seymour High 

School Seniors!
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Senior Writer
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 “Honor Fountain City 
Day in the Park” is set for 
Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 27. The popular event 
began in 1975 but the 
pandemic paused it for a 
spell. The theme this year 
is “Honoring All of Our 
Essential Workers” and will 
feature Ashley Adams of 
B97.5’s “B Morning Show,” 
who will speak during the 
community awards ceremo-
ny at 3:15 p.m.

The free event is held 
at Fountain City Park and 
begins at 10 a.m. with 
live entertainment, free 

children’s games, exhib-
its by the Red Cross and 
Shriners, craft vendors 
and a “Plant Trolley.” There 
will be a silent auction, 
food vendors and souve-
nir Fountain City t-shirts 
for sale.

WBIR’s John Becker 
will present “Service and 
Sacrifice” during Memorial 
Day Ceremonies at 4 p.m. 
The community awards cer-
emony at 3:15 celebrates 
the essential workers and 
Jamie Rowe, chair of the 
Fountain City Town Hall, will 
present awards recognizing 
outstanding Fountain City 
citizens and supporters.

Rush Limbaugh once 
said, “Liberals are always 
liberals first.” What I think 
he meant was that cer-
tain principles are preemi-
nent in each of us.  I’ll use 
myself as an example. I am 
a Christian first and Becky’s 
husband. And because I do 
not have gender dysphoria, 
I identify as a man.

Continuing my hierar-
chy, I next envision myself 
as a Conservative. My per-
sona once claimed Doctor 
of Internal Medicine and 
Geriatrics quite high on my 
list of defining character-
istics, but I’m retired from 
medicine. Occasionally, 
people still ask my med-
ical opinion, but less 
these days, and rightly 
so because I now identify 
more as a writer than as a 
doctor.

Lately, I’ve been thinking 
about identity and comput-
er operating systems, as 
well as their applications 
we call apps. The operat-
ing system of a computer is 

just that; it is the program 
system on a computer that 
controls the mechanisms 
of the device and the down-
loaded (added) software 
applications. Examples 
of operating systems are 
Microsoft Windows, Apple’s 
macOS, or Apple’s smart-
phone iOS or Google’s 
Android. By comparison, 
the human brain/mind is 
an infinitely more sophis-
ticated operating system 
for thought processes and 
experiential “applications.”

The 17th-century English 
philosopher John Locke 
postulated that at birth the 
human mind is a blank slate 
(tabula rasa) because we 
have yet to receive “impres-
sions gained from experi-
ence.” Philosophically, I 
understand what Locke is 
saying, but modern neuro-
science has revealed that 
the human brain and ner-
vous system are evident in 
the first trimester of preg-
nancy. And by two months 
there is sufficient neural 

integration in the brain to 
send signals out through 
the developing nervous 
system to produce muscu-
lar movement. It’s unclear 
to me when the developing 
child begins to have “expe-
riences” as described by 
Locke. However, it is logi-
cal to conclude and demon-
strable that some order of 
experiences occurs during 
pregnancy. Therefore, I 
don’t believe a child is born 
with Locke’s tabula rasa.

When I open my iPhone, 
numerous apps are dis-
played which I have added 
to my device to help me 
with various functions. I 
especially find my diction-
ary, thesaurus and Bible 
apps helpful, as well as 
news and weather apps. 
But I would lead an isolat-
ed life without email, text, 
phone and camera applica-
tions, all of which run on my 
iPhone’s operating system 
that is far more power-
ful than the computer on 
Apollo 13’s Lunar Lander. 
Without my iPhone and 
apps, I would certainly have 
fewer life experiences.

I am now 73 years old 
and have acquired a life-
time of experiences and 
educational downloads. 
Many of these experiences 
have come through men-
tors (teachers). My parents 
were my first mentors, nur-
turers and protectors. Then 
I had traditional teach-
ers, sports coaches and 
those whom I will label as 

teachers of life’s important 
lessons. My wife Becky is 
representative of this latter 
group. I once wrote about 
my influential high school 
chemistry and physics 
teacher whom, years later, I 
sought out and thanked for 
making a difference in my 
life. I wish I had done better 
to thank all the mentors 
who experientially shaped 
my life.

My older daughter is 
a middle school English 
teacher who was the 
Teacher of the Year in 
Oregon several years ago. 
My hat is off to her because 
middle school is a tough 
age, and she probably 
would not have wanted me 
in her class when I was an 
underachieving 14-year-
old. But I grew up and as a 
doctor, I became a teach-
er myself. The word doctor 
derives from the Latin 
word docere which means 
to teach. I have taught 
patients, medical stu-
dents, interns, residents 
and doctor colleagues. And 
now I teach readers of this 
column.

I didn’t pay much atten-
tion to the broader world 
for the first 30 years of my 
life because I was growing 
up, getting an education, 
marrying Becky, starting 
a medical practice and 
then a family. I’m embar-
rassed to admit that I used 
to listen to NPR before it 
became so woke that their 
own journalist slams their 

leftist ideology. However, 
I’ve paid attention in the 
last 40 years, and I have 
never experienced such 
denigration of America 
values, damage to the 
economy with mismanage-
ment and ruinous spend-
ing, damage to the military 
with trans issues and DEI, 
as well as corruption in the 
FBI, intelligence govern-
ment agencies and virtu-
ally the entire legal system.

You may be surprised to 
learn that Donald Trump 
was not my first or second 
choice as a presidential 
candidate in 2016. I never 
watched an episode of 
“The Apprentice,” nor did 
I have any awareness of 
this New Yorker. However, 
I voted for him in 2016, 
not because he was the 
Republican presidential 
candidate, but because he 
was infinitely preferable to 
Hilary Clinton.

We often hear that “this 
election is the most impor-
tant one.” And then life 
goes on. As a result, we’ve 
become jaded and con-
sider such political elec-
tioneering as hyperbole. 
However, as we approach 
November 2024, I am con-
vinced this IS the most 
important election in my/
our lifetime. If Biden is 
reelected and Democrats 
control the Congress, the 
country is finished.

Last week we learned 
that President Trump and 
Biden have agreed to two 

debates. I hate these politi-
cal jousts. We already know 
of President Trump’s poli-
cies, his presidential track 
record and vigor. And we 
know of Biden’s demen-
tia, his terrible presiden-
tial record (crime, border, 
inflation) and his baggage 
- repeated lying and asso-
ciation with his son’s cor-
rupt business dealings 
and drug abuse. The con-
trast between strength 
and weakness is striking. 
In fact, the only way Biden 
stands a chance of win-
ning is to use his corrupt 
department of justice and 
the legal system to lock up 
President Trump. Whether 
you like President Trump or 
not, sane Americans can 
see the injustice of lawfare.

This week, instead of 
opening with a quote, 
I’ll close with one from 
Ernest Hemingway’s first 
novel, “The Sun Also 
Rises,” regarding bank-
ruptcy, which applies to 
our American crisis. When 
asked how he went bank-
rupt, the character Mike 
explained, “Two ways. 
Gradually, then suddenly.”

In November we must 
act before our gradual 
decline reaches Malcolm 
Gladwell’s Tipping Point, 
and we awaken November 
6th to learn that America is 
suddenly gone. 

May 20, 2024

Apps

WINDSOR RIDGE
(fmr. Windsor Gardens) (fmr. Windsor Gardens) 

We serve senior We serve senior 
residents of Knoxville, residents of Knoxville, 

Powell, Fountain City and Powell, Fountain City and 
the surrounding areas— the surrounding areas— 

fostering our resident’s fostering our resident’s 
sense of independence sense of independence 

while ensuring while ensuring 
a loving home-like a loving home-like 

environment.environment.

5611 CENTRAL AVENUE PIKE  |  KNOXVILLE, TN 37912  |  865-688-4840

INSPIRITSENIORLIVING.COM/WINDSORRIDGE

Cathern King
(865) 216-5646 cell

(865) 688-3232 offi  ce
Each offi  ce is independently owned and operated.

Fulfi ll your dreams of 
owning a Mini Farm, 
a Bed & Breakfast, 

Event Venue, a Home 
in the Country! 150+/- 

year old 1 1/2 story 
farm house nestled on 
over 10 acres in East 

Knox County rural 
community.

Convenient to I-40, 10-
15 min. to downtown 
Knoxville / 20-30 min. to 
Sevierville. 3BR, 2.5BA, 
large kit. w/eat in area, 
lots of windows. Large LR + large room for Rec/Play Room, Offi  ce or 4th 
BR. Original tongue & groove wood in LR ceiling & ft entry. Wood-burning 
fi replaces LR, MBR & DR. Three large covered porches to enjoy morning 
coff ee or evening quiet. Two bay garage w/3rd oversized bay w/workbench. 
Well is located in garage, house utility water. Dogrun w/fenced concrete 
pad. Lg. barn w/stalls & loft. Buyer to verify info. Mantle in MBR doesn’t 
convey. RARE FIND - A MUST SEE. Owner/Agent MLS 1253895 $850,000

Honor Fountain 
City Day set for 
Memorial Day

On Saturday, April 13, the ‘Hall Cousins’ gathered for 
a day-long 2024 Reunion.

The event began with a 10:00 a.m. wreath laying 
ceremony honoring their Revolutionary War Patriot 
ancestor, Thomas Hall (1758-1833), at the Thomas 
Hall Cemetery in Halls Crossroads on Rifle Range Road, 
Knoxville, Tennessee. The Hall Cousins enjoyed histo-
ry presentations on their heritage, food and fellowship 
throughout the day.

Hall Cousins pictured at the Thomas Hall Cemetery 

are (front row, left to right): Mary Evelyn Hall Bright, 
Wilma Elma-rie Hall Carter, Julie Higgins, Kathy McCloud 
Bright, (second row) Carolyn Lane Stewart, Dianne 
Gresham Rairdon, Joyce Hall/Mynatt Herter, Karen 
Gresham, Samantha Bright Rutherford, Cathy Bright-
Robinson, Danny Higgins, Jackson Higgins, Tiffany 
Kimbro, (third row) John Finbarr Saunders III, Donald 
Rairdon, Robert Finbarr Saunders, Michael Herter, Tom 
Hall, Fred Stewart, Jerry Lynn Gresham, and John Ross 
Gresham Jr.

2024 Hall Cousins Reunion
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By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT:
www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty, LLC

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

 O N L I N E  O N L Y  A U C T I O N
805 DORSET DRIVE | KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5TH

REAL ESTATE | 12:00PM-Noon (ET)
PERSONAL PROPERTY | 7:00PM (ET)

All-brick basement ranch style home in the desirable 
Crestwood Hills area of West Knoxville

Approx. 2295 total SF | 1595+/- SF on main level and 
700+/- SF of finished space in the basement

Ideal home for generational living with 
full living quarters in basement

3 bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms

2-car garage in basement

Conveniently located home with quick access to 
Middlebrook Pike, Kingston Pike and I-40

PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD INCLUDING:
OVER 400 LOTS TO SOLD - Honda self-propelled mower, 14K gold diamond &

sapphire ring, sterling silver - flatware, candlesticks & salt/pepper shakers,
pair of Mahogany corner cupboards, pair of white kitchen cupboards, child’s

Singer hand crank sewing machine, Dazey churns, Roseville, Ohio crock
pitcher & mixing bowls, milk bottles, green depression glass, blue opalescent
glassware, Blue Willow dinnerware, flat irons, Civil War & Tennessee history

books, local interest prints, Disney comic books, and more!!!

OPEN HOUSE:
Monday, June 3rd from 2-4PM 

According to volunteers, STELLA is energeti c, 
friendly, easy, goofy, trainable, and cheerful. She 
loves to hang out and play with other dogs! She 
is very aff ecti onate with everyone she meets. 
She knows “sit” and “fetch” with tennis balls. 
She would make a great additi on to any family! 

Ask to meet her today!

Say hello to HANSEN! He is a bit nervous with new people. He did 
very well with engagements on his own terms. Hansen prefers the 
world move at his pace. Once warmed up, he will approach you, 
allow pets, and become very social. Hansen can be very playful 

with toys and is food moti vated! He can be such a sweet and silly 
dog once you get to know him! He would request to meet any 

children in the home prior to adopti on. Someti mes children can 
be a litt le too much for him as he prefers a chill and calm mood in 

life. Does Hansen seem like the dog of your dreams? 
Meet him at Division Street!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

For two terms Carson 
Dailey has served South 
Knox County’s 9th District 
but is term-limited. Three 
people are seeking to 
replace him but there’s a 
catch to that race.

Stacey Smith has a 
record of voting only in 
Republican races. Earlier 
this year he had picked up 
petitions as a Republican 
and as an Independent for 
the District 9 commission 
seat. He chose to run as an 
Independent.

Republican Andy Fox and 
Democrat Matthew Park 
have their party’s nomina-
tions for the August gener-
al election and Smith will 
appear on the ballot. 

Or will he?
Martin Ammons is a Knox 

County Republican Party 
board member who has 
filed a complaint against 
Smith’s petition. A hearing 
has been set by the elec-
tion commission in June on 
the complaint. 

“Former presidential 
candidate Stacey B. Smith 
barely met the minimum 
threshold of signatures to 
qualify as a candidate,” 
Ammons told The Focus. 

“After reviewing the sig-
natures, many are lacking 
the required information 
and there is a question 
as to whether they are all 
legitimate. Also, I’ve heard 
rumors that the former 
presidential candidate has 

also failed to file complete 
financial disclosures as 
required by law,” Ammons 
said. 

The Election Commission 
will hear the challenge on 
June 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
small assembly room of the 
City-County Building. 

The Focus asked each 
of the three candidates 
several questions. For the 
complete Q&A, please 
find “District 9 candidates 
answer Focus Questions” 
online at www.knoxfocus.
com.

District 9 Commissioner 
Carson Dailey is term-

limited. After two terms, 
how do you rate his 

leadership there?

Andy Fox - During the pre-
vious 4-5 years, two situa-
tions happened that were 
part of the reason I decided 
to run. In the 2020-2022 
era, I believe the Knox 
County Commission did not 
do enough to stand up for 
workers, business owners, 
and children during the 
government response to 
COVID. We saw a severe, 
fear-based reaction that 
infringed on everyone’s 
freedom and Constitutional 
rights. When a public offi-
cial takes the oath of 
office, he or she swears to 
uphold the Constitutions of 
Tennessee and the United 
States.  Government action 
is bounded by the United 

States Constitution’s Bill of 
Rights and the Tennessee 
Constitution’s Declaration 
of Rights, and the county 
commission during this era 
was very slow in observing 
the proper boundaries.

The commission’s slow 
decision making and fail-
ure to take a stand against 
mandatory mask-wearing 
led to the Knox County 
School school-mask law-
suit. One of the main points 
made by the federal judge 
and the Plaintiffs was to 
question why Knox County 
opposed the requested 
mask mandate in 2021-22, 
when the county and the 
school system had imple-
mented masking the prior 
academic year as a matter 
of Knox County policy. If 
Knox County Commission 
had been a leader in 
opposing unconstitutional 
masking and never allowed 
the school board to require 
masks - by threatening non-
required funding - then the 
plaintiffs would not have 
had this key point and the 
judge’s decision may have 
been different.

The other change was a 
radical divergence from the 
tradition of Knox County 
being a single-family home 
living area. We are now 
seeing multifamily apart-
ments and high density 
being built adjacent to sin-
gle-family homes, out of 
character with the local 
neighborhoods.

My primary concern is 
the next four years, and my 
Democrat opponent has 
a history of public state-
ments that would have 
made those two situations 
worse.

M a t t h e w  P a r k  - 
Commissioner Dailey and 

I have not always agreed 
on some individual policies, 
but I have trusted that he 
is a man of integrity and 
does what he believes to 
be the best choice for our 
district. I have supported 
his efforts to reduce litter, 
support green space, and 
invest in better play areas 
for children. 

Stacey Smith - I would 
rate Carson Dailey as lack-
ing in every aspect of the 
commissioner office. He 
did not listen to the people 
who elected him on most 
occasions. I have had many 
people, myself included, 
explain that Mr. Dailey had 
a condescending attitude 
and comes off as forget-
ting who voted him in and 
he has forgotten who he 
represented. 

Did you or do you support 
Mayor Jacobs’ effort 

toward a county-wide 
growth plan? Please 

explain.  

Andy Fox - I support the 
tradition of Knox County 
which has been low-den-
sity single family homes, 
and I oppose all reck-
less development that is 
ignoring our infrastruc-
ture needs. My concern 
is that current plans are 
not being followed, which 
allows for more reckless 
development. I suspect the 
revised growth plan will be 
ignored for more high-den-
sity development unless 
we elect good county com-
missioners who will put 
the needs of our current 
community first.  To the 
extent that the new land 
use designation of Rural 
Conservation would limit 
an owner’s ability to use 
his or her rural land for 

agriculture, I oppose this 
designation. 

I’m running to prioritize 
the needs of our commu-
nity.  It’s not the job of cur-
rent Knox County citizens 
to give up what they love 
about Knox County to solve 
problems created by exter-
nal forces driving up the 
cost of housing on a tem-
porary basis.  The cost of 
housing relative to income 
will eventually work itself 
out.  Once the camel’s nose 
of high-density develop-
ment gets under the tent in 
a rural community, howev-
er, you can never go back.  

Matthew Park -  Going 
decades without an updat-
ed plan was unsustainable 
for our county. I supported 
Advance Knox in our dis-
trict. As commissioner, I will 
work to remain steadfast 
to the plan that was devel-
oped with public input. As 
with all plans, it could have 
been better in some areas, 
and I will continue to work 
with the public and other 
commissioners to ensure 
the plan works for Knox 
County. The new commis-
sion will be tasked with 
the Unified Development 
Ordinance and I plan to 
use my role not only to take 
public input on the UDO but 
also be there to help my 
constituents understand 
the aspects of the UDO and 
what it means for them. 

Stacey Smith – I do not 
support Mayor Jacobs’ 
county growth plan. Each 
part of Knox County has 
its own identity. District 9 
does not have the infra-
structure to accommo-
date all the new housing 
that former Commissioner 
Dailey has approved in line 
with the mayor’s persis-
tence. Also, the people of 
District 9 want the ability 

to approve or disapprove 
of what is being built in 
our area. Currently, this is 
not the case; everything 
appears to be profit-based 
and not environmental 
decisions. 

What is the largest 
problem facing South Knox 

County?
Andy Fox - The largest 

problem is lack of essen-
tial infrastructure for our 
current needs and reck-
less development that is 
making the problem worse.  
Bonnie Kate Elementary, 
for example, is already at 
capacity and needs expan-
sion.  New Hopewell needs 
a brand-new building.  The 
County Commission needs 
to prioritize our budget to 
focus more on infrastruc-
ture needs. We are spend-
ing millions of dollars on 
nonessentials. 

Matthew Park -  Our lack 
of housing is the greatest 
issue we face locally. We 
need more housing and 
also cannot continue urban 
sprawl which will increase 
infrastructure costs for 
the county to unsustain-
able levels. I look forward 
to working on ways to 
spur development of more 
housing along our corri-
dors where the county has 
already made considerable 
infrastructure investments.

Stacey Smith - The larg-
est problem facing South 
Knoxville is overzealous 
policies from politicians 
forcing their own beliefs 
on a community that 
believes in growth; we do 
not believe in super sub-
division. We believe in 
having enough land per 
acre to be self-sufficient 
and community-based.

District 9 candidates answer Focus Questions
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George Holden Tinkham
of Massachusetts

One of the most inter-
esting aspects of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
is the fact that it really is 
the People’s House. The 
framers of the Constitution 
intended it to be the 
People’s House and they 
succeeded. Some districts 
send colorless, albeit hard-
working, burgermeisters to 
Congress who have done 
a solid job in some local 
jobs. The various person-
alities form a body of the 
whole and there are always 
those more colorful repre-
sentatives, some of which 
are truly prized by their own 
constituency, perhaps as 
much for their respective 
quirks and eccentricities as 
not. During his time, there 
was hardly any congress-
man more colorful than 
George Holden Tinkham of 
Massachusetts. 

Bald with a thick beard, 
Tinkham was described 
toward the end of his con-
gressional career by writer 
Will Lang for one of the 
most popular magazines 
of the day, Life. “The star-
tling character of the 
Congressman is not dimin-
ished by his appearance,” 
Lang wrote. “He is round, 
low and squat. He clings to 
the belief that clothes too 
well-pressed or brushed 
denote the effete modern, 
at best the hot spot. The 
baldness of his shiny pate 
finds ample compensation 
in a full spade beard.” 

A Republican, the person-
ally wealthy Tinkham was, 
according to Will Lang, 
“above all an individualist 
and non-conformist.” Lang 
thought the Massachusetts 
congressman was “a 
living remembrance of 
John Quincey Adams” and 
“Brahmin Boston and the 
uncompromising past of 
New England.” 

Will Lang acknowledged 
the point made about the 
People’s House, noting 
states and districts had 
sent to Congress “such odd-
ities as a sideshow barker, 
a dentist, an All-American 
football player and a dude 
rancher. . .” Amongst 
those “oddities,” Will Lang 
thought, “’Tink’ is a joyous 
museum piece.”

George Holden Tinkham 
was certainly an oddity. 
Like John Quincey Adams, 
who consented to sit in the 
House of Representatives 
following his having been 
president on the condition 
he would never be expect-
ed to campaign for the 
office,  so, too, did Tinkham. 
Instead of campaigning, 
Tinkham would pack his 
bags and go off to Africa for 
one of his favorite pastimes: 
big game hunting and safa-
ris. In his 27 safaris and two 
circles of the globe, George 
Holden Tinkham had 
“bagged elephant, rhinoc-
eros, water buffalo, zebra, 
hartebeest, cheetah, ibex 
and oryx.” Various artifacts 
from Tinkham’s adventures 
littered the congressman’s 
Washington apartment; 

elephant tusks, leopard 
skins, pelts and heads, as 
well as a very large stuffed 
cobra and its nemesis, a 
stuffed mongoose. 

The furnishings of 
Congressman Tinkham’s 
apartment matched the 
décor of his collection of 
deceased animals. Upon 
visiting Tinkham, Will Lang 
marveled at the “Tibetan 
textiles, Java silver, a 
Burmese lacquered table, 
brassware from Ceylon, 
a Cashmere table made 
of wood pulp and ‘light as 
a feather’.” A figurine of a 
nude woman, an example 
of German Neuart, was a 
particular favorite of the 
Massachusetts congress-
man. Nor was Tinkham’s 
bedroom any less spectac-
ular than his sitting room. 
Tinkham slept in a “beau-
tifully carved Indian bed” 
with a Cashmere bed-
spread. Heavy tapestries 
from China, India and Japan 
covered the walls of the 
congressman’s apartment.

“One inch inside my 
door,” Tinkham observed 
to Will Lang, “and you’re 
inside Africa and Asia.” Not 
surprisingly, when George 
Holden Tinkham first went 
to Washington, D.C., in 
1915, he had difficulty find-
ing an apartment to accom-
modate himself and his 
collection. Finally, the man-
ager of the Arlington Hotel 
agreed to rent the con-
gressman an apartment 
with but one condition: he 
leave when his time in the 
House was over. By 1940, 
George Holden Tinkham 
had outlived the manage-
ment with whom he made 
the agreement. Not even 
the federal government 
could budge Tinkham from 
his apartment. In 1935 
the U.S. Resettlement 
Administration, one of the 
New Deal’s many “alpha-
bet agencies,” had taken 
over the Arlington Hotel 
and tried to put Tinkham 
out. The wealthy bachelor 
pointed to his unusual lease 
agreement and the fact 
he remained in Congress. 
“They can’t resettle me,” 
Tinkham exulted. 

Indeed, not even the gov-
ernment had a key to the 
Massachusetts congress-
man’s apartment; Tinkham 
kept possession of the sole 
key to his abode. Tinkham 
swept past the two uni-
formed guards of the former 
hotel and chortled, “I have 
almost as good protection 
as the president.” 

Tinkham’s wealth and 
unusual appearance 
were not ignored by polit-
ical opponents seeking to 
replace him in Congress. 
One opponent referred to 
Tinkham as “Nimrod,” which 
did nothing to forestall the 
congressman’s usual big 
majority at the ballot box. 

George Holden Tinkham, 
first elected to Congress 
in 1914, served through 
the decade of the 1920s 
when the Republicans 
occupied the White House 

and enjoyed majorities in 
both the House and the 
Senate. As time marched 
on, Tinkham did not. George 
Holden Tinkham’s favor-
ite role seemed to be that 
of the loyal opposition. As 
Will Lang wrote in his pro-
file of the Massachusetts 
congressman, Tinkham 
was “against interna-
tionalism, pacifism, femi-
nism and the New Deal” 
of Franklin Roosevelt. As 
to the question of reform, 
Congressman Tinkham 
thought it an abomination. 
The Bay State lawmak-
er bitterly fought suffrage 
for women and prohibi-
tion. Tinkham tangled 
with those church denom-
inations that most stout-
ly pressed for prohibition 
laws. For particular oppo-
nents, Tinkham gave the 
names of those opponents 
to various stuffed heads 
on his walls. One was chris-
tened “Andrew Volstead,” 
the author of the prohi-
bition law, while another 
was named for Methodist 
Bishop James Cannon. 

A man of unshakable 
and strong opinions, 
Congressman Tinkham 
conjured strong adjectives 
for those with whom he dis-
agreed at a time when the 
public discourse was usu-
ally far more polite than 
today’s exaggerated jabs. 
The League of Nations 
was, at least to George 
Holden Tinkham, “thin-
blooded” rather than “red-
blooded.” The World Court 
was simply “wishy-washy.” 
Colonel Edward M. House, 
the great friend of President 
Woodrow Wilson, was “un-
American.” Ambassador 
Walter Hines Page was 
“traitorous.” 

George Henry Tinkham, 
the congressman’s father, 
was a wealthy Bostonian, 
who tried to nudge his son 
into becoming a profes-
sor of history and saw to it 
that the younger Tinkham 
was superbly well-educat-
ed. After graduating from 
Harvard University’s School 
of Law, Tinkham ran for and 
won a seat on the Boston 
Common Council, repre-
senting the city’s wealthy 
Back Bay area. Tinkham 
was elected as a member 
of Boston’s Board of 
Alderman where he gained 
notoriety for exposing cor-
ruption. Tinkham tired of 
politics and took a sabbat-
ical for eight years before 
being urged to run for the 
Massachusetts legislature. 
That led to Tinkham running 
for Congress as the GOP 
nominee while Democrats 
were split. George Holden 

Tinkham squeaked into 
office by 1,600. Tinkham, 
for all his eccentricities, 
concentrated upon constit-
uent services, rendering 
every courtesy and assis-
tance to those who lived in 
his district. The congress-
man maintained a dis-
trict office on Pemberton 
Square in Boston where 
twenty to forty people daily 
waited to see Tinkham’s 
secretary to seek help “in 
getting jobs, wooden legs, 
spectacles, second-hand 
clothes or just plain hand-
outs.” The congressman’s 
annual $10,000 salary 
(more than $217,000 today) 
was usually dispensed 
inside Tinkham’s district. 
As Will Lang wrote, “few go 
away disappointed” from 
Tinkham’s congressional 
office.

Congressman Tinkham’s 
personal popularity was 
also due to his diligence in 
representing the folks back 
home. Tinkham had sent 
more than a million pieces 
of information and literature 
in a single year. The con-
gressman’s personal mail-
ing list, confined solely to 
the women of his congres-
sional district, numbered 
77,000. For those baffled 
as to why Tinkham would 
send Christmas cards only 
to the women of his district, 
he explained he had found 
only women paid any atten-
tion to such gestures. Every 
election year, Congressman 
Tinkham sent a letter to 
everyone he had assisted 
with something as a remind-
er. No letter ever men-
tioned any particular aid or 
assistance; it was merely 
a reminder he was up for 
reelection and he would 
continue to do his best for 
the people of his district. 

As is always the case with 
every successful office-
holder, staffing makes 
all the difference. Miss 
Gertrude Ryan worked as 
Congressman Tinkham’s 
secretary in his Boston 
office for thirty years. When 
Miss Ryan first joined his 
office staff, Tinkham told 
her, “If you want to succeed 
in life, two things are nec-
essary - - - intelligence and 
patience.” Miss Ryan only 
left Tinkham’s staff to get 
married after thirty years. 
Tinkham’s secretary in his 
Washington office, Miss 
Grace Hamlin, had only 
been with the congressman 
for eighteen years, but he 
valued her service. “If she 
ever left me,” Tinkham said, 
“I guess I’d have to resign 
from Congress.”

By 1936, one of the best 
years for Democrats in the 

nation’s history, FDR car-
ried Tinkham’s district by 
21,000 votes, which was 
quite a feat. Congressman 
George Holden Tinkham 
won by a majority of 
35,000, running well ahead 
of Franklin Roosevelt with-
out campaigning person-
ally. Tinkham had only 
just returned from anoth-
er foreign sojourn days 
before the election. As he 
descended the gangplank 
of the Europa, the congress-
man told waiting newsmen, 
“Dear me! It’s true, there is 
an election on Tuesday.”

Nor was George Holden 
Tinkham’s district merely 
an affluent concave. Quite 
to the contrary, Tinkham 
represented a polyglot 
of a constituency, includ-
ing half the Blacks living 
in Boston. The Back Bay 
Brahmins were mixed 
with Germans and Irish, 
all of whom appreciated 
Tinkham’s resolute stance 
against internationalism. 
Indeed, Massachusetts 
U.S. Senator David Walsh, 
the first Irish Catholic and 
Democrat ever to be elect-
ed governor and/or to the 
Senate from the Bay State, 
was the chairman of the 
Senate’s Naval Affairs 
Committee and a strong 
isolationist. Being suspi-
cious of the British amongst 
the Irish in Boston and 
Massachusetts was not 
considered a failing by tens 
of thousands of voters. 
Tinkham was as popular 
with Blacks, Germans and 
the Irish in his district as he 
was with the aristocrats and 
the wealthy.

The legislation sponsored 
by Congressman George 
Holden Tinkham was almost 
invariably for projects back 
home in Massachusetts. 

As to his leaving the 
country prior to every 
election, George Holden 
Tinkham told reporters he 
thought it would be more 
“humane” if all candidates 
were required to leave the 
country during the election 
season. “It would spare 
everyone a great deal of 
pain,” the congressman 
thought, “those who are 
running and those who are 
listening.” That notion might 
be even more popular today 
than it was then. 

Congressman Tinkham’s 
one concession to person-
al electioneering was to 
send out a postcard, thank-
ing individually the people 
of his district for having 
returned him to the House 
of Representatives. Will 
Lang wrote such a “puny 
gesture” hardly explained 
Tinkham’s political success 

and longevity in Congress. 
“My district continues to 
support me because I sup-
port the principles upon 
which this country was 
founded,” Tinkham insisted. 

An implacable foe of 
internationalism, it was 
only to be expected George 
Holden Tinkham would 
have been a political foe of 
both President Roosevelt 
and Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull. The wily Hull, 
a master of the rough and 
tumble politics of his native 
Tennessee, revealed him-
self to be a tough verbal 
opponent. Unlike most of 
his peers in the Cabinet, 
Hull would usually appear 
before the committees 
of Congress unaccompa-
nied by aides. A veteran of 
Congress, Hull easily man-
aged even the most hostile 
congressmen, like George 
Tinkham. “You say all inter-
national law should be dis-
pensed with?” Tinkham 
bellowed. “My door has 
been open for eight years 
and you’ve never dark-
ened it in quest of informa-
tion,” Hull replied serenely. 
“We’re supposed to be neu-
tral,” Tinkham reminded the 
secretary. “We aren’t going 
to let [neutrality] chloro-
form us into inactivity.” 
Tinkham roared at Hull, 
“But they were little coun-
tries and we have 3,000 
miles of sea between us, 
and a fine Navy.” Cordell 
Hull replied, “I disapprove 
of your complacency.” 

George Holden Tinkham 
retired from Congress in 
1943 after 28 years in the 
House of Representatives. 
The former congressman 
was still traveling at 83. 
While in London, Tinkham 
acknowledged, “If I had mar-
ried, I could not have done 
all that I have done.” A con-
firmed individualist, George 
Holden Tinkham had lived 
his life as he wished. The 
former congressman died 
at age 86 in North Carolina 
at the home of his sister.

© 2024 Ray Hill
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Congressman George Holden Pinkham of Massachusetts, 1941.
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
COURT 

NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO: ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, 

ESTATE, LIEN OR ANY DEFENDANT 
WITH AN INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 224 S. ELMWOOD 
STREET, KNOXVILLE, TN 37914.

IN RE: MICHAEL A. SMITH
Plaintiff,

v.

ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, 

ESTATE, LIEN OR ANY DEFENDANT 
WITH AN INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 224 S. ELMWOOD 
STREET, KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914

NO. 208177-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the 
Complaint filed, which is sworn to, that the 
defendant ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, 
ESTATE, LIEN OR ANY DEFENDANT WITH AN 
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 224 
S. ELMWOOD STREET, KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914 
a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or 
whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon 
diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN CLAIMING ANY LEGAL 
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT,TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR 
ANY DEFENDANT WITH AN INTEREST IN THE  
PROPERTY  LOCATED  AT 224 S. ELMWOOD  
STREET,  KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914, it is ordered 
that said defendant, ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, 
TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR ANY DEFENDANT 
WITH  AN  INTEREST   IN  THE  PROPERTY  
LOCATED AT 224 S. ELMWOOD STREET, 
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37914 file an answer with 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court in 
Knoxville, Tennessee and with DAVID J. OTTEN, 
an Attorneys whose address is, PO BOX 32211, 
Knoxville, TN 37930 within thirty (30) days of 
the  last date of publication or a judgment by 
default will be taken against you and the cause 
will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before 
Chancellor CHRISTOPHER D. HEAGERTY. at the 
Knox County Chancery Court, Division III, 400 
Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This 
notice will be published in a The Knoxville Focus 
Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 24th day of APRIL, 2024.

J. SCOTT GRISWOLD
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE  

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN THE ESTATE OF BARBARA JEAN CARVER     

DOCKET NUMBER 86271-2
In this cause, it appearing from the Petition, 

which is sworn to, that the heirs at law, Tosha 
LeaAnn Whitehead and Lauren Michelle Carver 
are a non-resident of the State of Tennessee 
or whose whereabouts are unknown so that 
ordinary process cannot be served upon 
them.  Said beneficiaries must file an Answer 
or Objection in the Chancery Court for Knox 
County, Tennessee, and with Administrator’s 
attorney, Jennifer L. Chadwell, whose address 
is P.O. Box 4038, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831, 
within 30 days of the last date of publication or 
a Judgment by Default may be entered and the 
cause set for hearing ex parte as to said heirs at 
law.  This notice will be published in the Knoxville 
Focus for four consecutive weeks. 

 
This the 2 day of MAY, 2024.  

J. Scott Griswold, Clerk and Master.  
Attorney: Jennifer L. Chadwell.

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: VICKIE HARMON SCOTT HARMON
COREY STUMP KAREN LEE PATRICK LEE

And
THE UNKNOWN PATERNAL HEIRS AND 
NEXT OF KIN OF RORY DALE HARMON 
AND ALL TOHER UNKNOWN PERSONS 

CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE 
OF RORY DALE HARMON, EITHER BORN 

OR UNBORN WHO MAY BE THE PATERNAL 
HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, LEGATEES, 

DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS 
OF RORY DALE HARMON, DECEDENT, WHO 

ARE MADE PARTY DEFENDANTS AND 
IDENTIFIED AS “PARTIES UNKNOWN”

IN RE: MARGARET DUTY, Administratrix 
of the Estate of Rory Dale Harmon

Plaintiff
v.

VICKIE HARMON SCOTT HARMON COREY 
STUMP KAREN LEE PATRICK LEE

And
THE UNKNOWN PATERNAL HEIRS AND 
NEXT OF KIN OF RORY DALE HARMON 
AND ALL TOHER UNKNOWN PERSONS 

CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE 
OF RORY DALE HARMON, EITHER BORN 

OR UNBORN WHO MAY BE THE PATERNAL 
HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, LEGATEES, 

DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS 
OF RORY DALE HARMON, DECEDENT, WHO 

ARE MADE PARTY DEFENDANTS AND 
IDENTIFIED AS “PARTIES UNKNOWN”

Defendants
 

NO. 200168-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants

VICKIE HARMON SCOTT HARMON COREY 
STUMP KAREN LEE PATRICK LEE

And
THE UNKNOWN PATERNAL HEIRS AND 

NEXT OF KIN OF RORY DALE HARMON AND 
ALL TOHER UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RORY DALE 
HARMON, EITHER BORN OR UNBORN WHO 
MAY BE THE PATERNAL HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, 
LEGATEES, DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND 
ASSIGNS OF RORY DALE HARMON, DECEDENT, 
WHO ARE MADE PARTY DEFENDANTS AND 
IDENTIFIED AS “PARTIES UNKNOWN” a non-
resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose 
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process 
of law cannot be served upon:

VICKIE HARMON 
SCOTT HARMON 
COREY STUMP 

KAREN LEE 
PATRICK LEE
And
THE UNKNOWN PATERNAL HEIRS AND 

NEXT OF KIN OF RORY DALE HARMON AND 
ALL TOHER UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RORY DALE 
HARMON, EITHER BORN OR UNBORN WHO 
MAY BE THE PATERNAL HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, 
LEGATEES, DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND 
ASSIGNS OF RORY DALE HARMON, DECEDENT, 
WHO ARE MADE PARTY DEFENDANTS AND 
IDENTIFIED AS “PARTIES UNKNOWN”

it is ordered that said defendants, 
VICKIE HARMON
SCOTT HARMON 
COREY STUMP 
KAREN LEE 
PATRICK LEE
And
THE UNKNOWN PATERNAL HEIRS AND 

NEXT OF KIN OF RORY DALE HARMON AND 
ALL TOHER UNKNOWN PERSONS CLAMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RORY DALE 
HARMON, EITHER BORN OR UNBORN WHO 
MAY BE THE PATERNAL HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN, 
LEGATEES, DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND 
ASSIGNS OF RORY DALE HARMON, DECEDENT, 
WHO ARE MADE PARTY DEFENDANTS AND 
IDENTIFIED AS “PARTIES UNKNOWN” file 
an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and 
with RANDALL A. EADS, an Attorney whose 
address is 825 COLONIAL ROAD ABINGDON, VA 
24210 within thirty (30) days of the last date 
of publication or a judgment by default will be 
taken against you and the cause will be set for 
hearing Ex  Parte as to you before Chancellor 
John F. Weaver at the Knox County Chancery 
Court, Division I, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902. This notice will be published 
in The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

This 19th day of APRIL, 2024.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: DARREN BLAKE EMORY
IN RE: JANNA LYNNETTE EMORY 

v. DARREN BLAKE EMORY
NO. 208650-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
DARREN BLAKE EMORY, a non-resident of the 
State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law 
cannot be served upon DARREN BLAKE EMORY, 
it is ordered that said defendant, DARREN BLAKE 
EMORY, file an answer with the Clerk and Master 
of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee 
and with Felisha B. White, an Attorney whose 
address is 216 Phoenix Court, Suite D Seymour, 
TN 37865 within thirty (30) days of the last date 
of publication or a judgment by default will be 
taken against you and the cause will be set for 
hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor 
Richard B. Armstrong, Jr. at the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902. This notice will be 
published in a The Knoxville Focus Newspaper for 
four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 9th day of May, 2024.

J Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN RE:
T. D. L

A child under eighteen (18) years of age
D.O.B. XX/XX/2013

ASHLEY MARIE BATES,
Petitioner,

Vs.
EDWIN ARTHUR LAQUAY

Respondent.
No.  207345-2

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Upon Petitioner’s filing of a Motion for 

Service by Publication, and for good cause shown 
therein, it is therefore:

ORDERED, ADJUGED, AND DECREED as 
follows:

1. That the publication of this Order shall 
be made for four (4) consecutive weeks in The 
Knoxville Focus or other paper.

2. That Respondent, Edwin Arthur Laquay, be 
given notice that he is hereby required to answer 
or otherwise provide a responsive pleading to the 
Petition for Name Change filed in this case.

3. That if Respondent, Edwin Arthur Laquay, 
fails to answer or otherwise respond to the 
pending Petition for Name Change, pursuant 
to this Order, then he shall be deemed to have 
received adequate notice, that the matter will be 
set for hearing ex parte and default may be taken 
against him.

ENTER this the 17 day of APRIL, 2024.

Richard B. Armstrong Jr.
Chancellor Richard B. Armstrong

PREPARED FOR ENTRY:
Charles H. Child. BPR 00736

Attorney for Petitioner
705 Gate Lane, Suite 202

Knoxville, TN 37909
(865) 769-6969

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN RE:
L. M. L.

A child under eighteen (18) years of age
D.O.B. XX/XX/2013

ASHLEY MARIE BATES,
Petitioner,

vs.
EDWIN ARTHUR LAQUAY,

Respondent.
No.  207723-2

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Upon Petitioner’s filing of a Motion for 

Service by Publication, and for good cause shown 
therein, it is therefore:

ORDERED, ADJUGED, AND DECREED as 
follows:

1. That the publication of this Order shall 
be made for four (4) consecutive weeks in The 
Knoxville Focus or other paper.

2. That Respondent, Edwin Arthur Laquay, be 
given notice that he is hereby required to answer 
or otherwise provide a responsive pleading to the 
Petition for Name Change filed in this case.

3. That if Respondent, Edwin Arthur Laquay, 
fails to answer or otherwise respond to the 
pending Petition for Name Change, pursuant 
to this Order, then he shall be deemed to have 
received adequate notice, that the matter will be 
set for hearing ex parte and default may be taken 
against him.

ENTER this the 17 day of APRIL, 2024.

Richard B. Armstrong Jr.
Chancellor Richard B. Armstrong

PREPARED FOR ENTRY:

Charles H. Child, BPR 00736
Attorney for Petitioner

705 Gate Lane, Suite 202
Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 769-6969

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF SUSAN E. BISSONETTE 
DOCKET NUMBER 89387-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
e Estate of SUSAN E. BISSONETTE. who died 
January 2, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 7 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF SUSAN E. BISSONETTE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JACKALYN MCANALLY 

1216 TIMBERGROVE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

JULIA PRICE, ATTORNEY
PO BOX 3804

KNOXVILLE, TN 37927-3804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE LORELIA BROOKS 
DOCKET NUMBER 88737-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
MAY 2024, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of CHARLOTTE LORELIA BROOKS who 
died Oct 7, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of MAY, 2024.
 
ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE LORELIA BROOKS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
JAMILEE LOY; ADMINISTRATRIX CTA

337 BLUE RIDGE LANE 
SEYMOUR, TN. 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JEAN ARCHIE CARSON 
DOCKET NUMBER 89397-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of JEAN ARCHIE CARSON who died 
Feb 13, 2024, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JEAN ARCHIE CARSON 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHARON CARSON SWAFFORD; 

CO-EXECUTRIX
910 YOUNG AVENUE

CHATTANOOGA, TN. 37405

PATRIA CARSON BOWLIN; CO-EXECUTRIX 
9714 FIRE TOWER LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

SUZANNE N PRICE ATTORNEY AT LAW
800 S GAY STREET SUITE 2001

KNOXVILLE TN 37929

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOYCE ANN FROST CHURCH 
DOCKET NUMBER 89145-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 2 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of JOYCE ANN FROST CHURCH. 
who died September 15, 2023, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above  named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 

described in (1)(A); or
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 

date of death.
This the 2 day of MAY, 2024. 

ESTATE OF JOYCE ANN FROST CHURCH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID CHURCH

1085 OGLETHORPE DRIVE
FRANKLIN, TN 37064

JULIA PRICE, ATTORNEY
PO BOX 3804

KNOXVILLE, TN 37927-3804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA F. CRAIG
DOCKET NUMBER 89371-3 

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of BARBARA F. CRAIG who 
died January 10, 2024 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
last publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of first publication; 
or

(B)Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF BARBARA F. CRAIG

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TIMOTHY EUGENE CRAIG, EXECUTOR 

6707 BONNEVILLE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

EDWARD A. COX, JR., ATTORNEY 
1111 N. NORTHSHORE DRIVE, SUITE N-290 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NORMA J CRUZE 
DOCKET NUMBER 89401-3

Notice is Hereby Given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2024, Letters Testamentary, in respect 
of the Estate of NORMA J. CRUZE, deceased, 
who died March 17 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured against his estate 
are required to file the same in triplicate with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as Described in (1) (A); or

 (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF NORMA J CRUZE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BARRY DAVID CRUZE; EXECUTOR

5939 WEST PINE LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

K DAVID MYERS, ATTORNEY
PO BOX 13

MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JESSIE JANETTE FINEGOLD
DOCKET NUMBER 88660-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of JESSIE JANETTE FINEGOLD, 
who died on September 27, 2023, were issued 
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 3 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JESSIE JANETTE FINEGOLD

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HOLLY NAGLITCH 

690 HICKORY POINTE LANE
MAYNARDVILLE, TN 37807

 
L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT L. FISHER, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 89390-1 

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect to 
the Estate of ROBERT L. FISHER, SR. who died 
December 23, 2023 were issued the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 

creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 7 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF ROBERT L. FISHER, SR. 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
LINDA THOMAS FISHER

1607 N. HILLS BLVD.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

MACK A. GENTRY, ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 1990 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JUANITA C FRANCIS
DOCKET NUMBER 89395-3 

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters of administration in respect 
of the estate of JUANITA C. FRANCIS who died 
April 6, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and nonresident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2); otherwise, their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF JUANITA C. FRANCIS 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
EDDIE C. FRANCIS, ADMINISTRATOR 

2006 MILLARD BEETS RD. W 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

BILL FIX, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 31632

KNOXVILLE, TN 37930

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GLENN ANDREW KELLER 
DOCKET NUMBER 89181-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters of Administration in respect 
to the Estate of GLENN ANDREW KELLER who 
died February 7, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF GLENN ANDREW KELLER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RONALD R. KELLER; ADMINISTRATOR

1905 BUTTERNUT AVENUE
METAIRIE, LA 70001

MAURICE K. GUINN, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 1990 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT F. MCGRATH
DOCKET NUMBER 89329-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of ROBERT F. MCGRATH who died 
March 28, 2024 were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Knox County 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and nonresident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF ROBERT F. MCGRATH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
ROBERT M. MCGRATH

719 WATER FERN TRAIL DR. 
AUBURNDALE, FL 33823

DAVID B. HAMILTON, ATTORNEY 
1810 MERCHANT DR.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE of DEWEY M. RALEY
DOCKET NUMBER 89319-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
MAY, 2024, Letters Testamentary in respect to 
the Estate of DEWEY M. RALEY, who died on 
March 6, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 

claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
above captioned Estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in paragraphs numbered one (1) or two 
(2) below; otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) 
of this notice if the creditor received an actual 
copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE of DEWEY M. RALEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MR. DAN RALEY

1284 HOLSTON SHORES DRIVE 
RUTLEDGE, TN 37861

STEPHEN K. GARRETT, ATTORNEY 
7838 BARKER ROAD

CORRYTON, TN 37721

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY FRANCES BIBLE SCHEIDT
DOCKET NUMBER 89392-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 3 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of MARY FRANCES BIBLE SCHEIDT 
who died April 13, 2024 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee.  All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 3 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF MARY FRANCES 
BIBLE SCHEIDT 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ALFORD, III 

1944 HISTORIC FERRY WAY 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

SARAH Y. SHEPPEARD, ATTORNEY 
P.O. BOX 2425

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-2425

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROBERT TJENGHAP THIO
DOCKET NUMBER 89391-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of ROBERT TJENGHAP THIO who 
died on March 21, 2024 were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above  named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF ROBERT TJENGHAP THIO

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RENA THIO HUNT 

737 MOUNTAIN PASS LANE 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

MATTHEW B. FRERE, ATTORNEY
1001 E. BROADWAY

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TIMOTHY DOYLE WALLER
DOCKET NUMBER 89377-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 9 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters of administration in respect 
of the Estate of TIMOTHY DOYLE WALLER, 
who died March 26, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate 
are required to file the same with the clerk of 
the above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 9 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF TIMOTHY DOYLE WALLER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MEGAN WALLER; ADMINISTRATOR

7901 GLENBINE WAY
POWELL, TN 37849

TERESA M. KLENK, ATTORNEY
265 BROOKVIEW CENTRE WAY, SUITE 604

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919
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NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NANCY CAROLE WINKLER 
DOCKET NUMBER 89342-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters of Administration in respect of 
the Estate of NANCY CAROLE WINKLER who died 
February 5, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of 
the first date of publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors at least sixty (60) days before the 
date that is (4) months from the date of the first 
publication or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice 
less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decadent’s 
date of death. 

This the 7 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF NANCY CAROLE WINKLER 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
PHILLIP TODD WINKLER

25302 SHADY HOLLOW CIRCLE 
LAKE FOREST, CA 92630

RACHELE. SANDERS, ATTORNEY 
1348 DOWELL SPRINGS BLVD. 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

SUZANNE N PRICE ATTORNEY 
800 S GAY STREET SUITE 2001

KNOXVILLE TN 37929

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EMILIE WEILMAN,
AKA DOROTHY EMILIE WEILMAN MCCLAIN

DOCKET NUMBER 89002-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 

FEBRUARY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of ESTATE OF DOROTHY EMILIE 
WEILMAN, AKA DOROTHY EMILIE WEILMAN 
MCCLAIN who died on the 20th day of October, 
2023 were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise 
their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death. 

This the 13 day of FEBRUARY, 2024.

ESTATE OF DOROTHY EMILIE WEILMAN,
AKA DOROTHY EMILIE WEILMAN MCCLAIN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
TERRY MERIANOS, EXECUTRIX

7820 HALL ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37920

ROBERT A. COLE, ATTORNEY 
2313 PULASKI ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY W ARNWINE
DOCKET NUMBER 89413-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of JERRY W ARNWINE who died January 
28, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JERRY W ARNWINE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JENNIFER ROOP; CO-EXECUTRIX

8527 BOWSONG LANE
POWELL, TN 37849

MICHELLE SHARP; CO-EXECUTRIX
6512 LAZY CREEK WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CANDICE L. BLAKE
DOCKET NUMBER 89334-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day 
of MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of CANDICE L. BLAKE who died 
January 30, 2024 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 13 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF CANDICE L. BLAKE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SHELLEY BARNHART

2210 BEVERLY HEIGHTS
ALTAVISTA, VA 24517

DANIEL F. WILKINS, ATTORNEY
7632 GLEASON DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NAT BOWE ELLIS
DOCKET NUMBER 89394-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day 
of MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of NAT BOWE ELLIS who died 
March 2, 2024 were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee.  All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above-named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF NAT BOWE ELLIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JULIE W. JETER

444 SUGARWOOD DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

DANIEL F. WILKINS, ATTORNEY
7632 GLEASON DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RICKY VAUGHN ELLISON
DOCKET NUMBER 89405-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of RICKY VAUGHN ELLISON, who died 
February 8, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above  named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 15 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF RICKY VAUGHN ELLISON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY A. ASHLEY

3029 RENNOC ROAD, APT 1
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

BRADLEY H. HODGE, ATTORNEY
HAGOOD MOODY HODGE PLC

900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2100
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN L FLETCHER, III
DOCKET NUMBER 89029-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of JOHN L FLETCHER, III who died 
November 27, 2023, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(BJ Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 14 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JOHN L FLETCHER, III

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JOHN L FLETCHER, IV; ADMINISTRATOR

1374 W HAGILL AVENUE
FRESNO, CA 93711

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GERALDINE V FRUEH
DOCKET NUMBER 89412-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of GERALDINE V FRUEH who died 
March 19, 2024, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 

(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 7 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF GERALDINE V FRUEH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
S ROCHELLE NELSON; CO-EXECUTRIX

9913 SAN MADRE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

LINDA K LONEY; CO-EXECUTRIX
1213 WESTBURY ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37922

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF STEVE LOUIS KARMAN
DOCKET NUMBER 89381-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day 
of MAY, Letters Testamentary (or Letters of 
Administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of STEVE LOUIS KARMAN who 
died February 25, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication 
as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 15 day of MAY, 2024

ESTATE OF STEVE LOUIS KARMAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DEBRA KARMAN

511 BRUNELLO WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

ROBERT G. HINTON, ATTORNEY
730 HWY 321 N, SUITE 104

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF OTILIA KOCSIS
DOCKET NUMBER 89419-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day 
of MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of OTILIA KOCSIS who died April 
9, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF OTILIA KOCSIS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ELIZABETH RADYN; ADMINISTRATRIX

6103 CIRCLE WOOD LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

KENNERLY, MONTGOMERY – ATTORNEYS
PO BOX 442

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BETTY RHEA MCCULLEY
DOCKET NUMBER 89407-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
MAY 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of BETTY RHEA MCCULLEY who died 
March 20, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF BETTY RHEA MCCULLEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROSEMARY LYNN ZORN; EXECUTRIX

221 SMOKY VIEW ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37920

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOANN COX MCMAHAN
DOCKET NUMBER 89296-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JOANN COX MCMAHAN who died 
February 2, 2024, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JOANN COX MCMAHAN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAL MCMAHAN; EXECUTOR

821 NICKY DRIVE
SEYMOUR, TN. 37865

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN ALLEN MEESE, SR.
DOCKET NUMBER 89414-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of JOHN ALLEN MEESE, SR. who died 
March 31, 2024, were issued the undersigned by 
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JOHN ALLEN MEESE, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
APRIL D ANDERSON; EXECUTRIX

8805 CEDAR SPRINGS LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JUSTIN SPENCER RUSSELL
DOCKET NUMBER 89411-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of JUSTIN SPENCER RUSSELL, who 
died Feb 12, 2024, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF JUSTIN SPENCER RUSSELL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
EUGENE H RUSSELL, ADMINISTRATOR

7121 WEST CHERMONT CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN. 37918

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN SCOTT
DOCKET NUMBER 88810-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day 
of MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect 
of the Estate of PATRICIA ANN SCOTT who 
died September 22, 2023, were issued the 
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having 
claims·, matured or unmatured, against his or 
her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF PATRICIA ANN SCOTT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
REBECCA ROBBINS; CO-ADMINISTRATOR

6980 LACHRISTA WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

TINA CHANDLER; CO-ADMINISTRATOR
7224 AUTUMN VIEW LANE

POWELL, TN 37849

MARK SCOTT; CO-ADMINISTRATOR
7628 NUBBIN RIDGE ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EDNA LOUISE SEABOLT
DOCKET NUMBER 89365-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters administration in respect of 
the Estate of EDNA LOUISE SEABOLT who died 
January 9, 2024, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred.

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 

received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF EDNA LOUISE SEABOLT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN E MANIS; ADMINISTRATRIX

102 CHURCH STREET
FRIENDSVILLE, TN 37737

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BRENDA JOYCE 
FRENCH TAYLOR

DOCKET NUMBER 89103-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day of 

MAY, 2024, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of BRENDA JOYCE FRENCH TAYLOR 
who died December 4, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above-named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of this first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.
 

ESTATE OF BRENDA JOYCE 
FRENCH TAYLOR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIMBERLY K MELTON; CO-EXECUTRIX

8124 HARMON ROAD
POWELL, TN 37849

TAMMY D GORDON; CO-EXECUTRIX
7915 BRICKYARD ROAD

POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROGER L. TEFFETELLER
DOCKET NUMBER 88884-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day 
of MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of ROGER L. TEFFETELLER, who 
died September 29, 2023, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above  
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice 
less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four(4) months from the date of first publication 
as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 10 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF ROGER L. TEFFETELLER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DEBORAH SMITH

1801 BRANNER STREET
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37917

BRADLEY H. HODGE, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2100

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KAREN S. VALLOCH
DOCKET NUMBER 89402-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters of Administration in respect 
to the Estate of KAREN S. VALLOCH who died 
March 26, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above-named 
court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 15 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF KAREN S. VALLOCH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA M. JORDAN

8840 ROSEMONT BOULEVARD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

JOEL D. ROETTGER, ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 1990

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CHARLES 
NORMAN WHALEY, SR.

DOCKET NUMBER 88787-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day of 

MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of CHARLES NORMAN WHALEY, SR., 
who died September 30, 2023, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required to 
file the same with the clerk of the abovenamed 
court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 

be forever barred:
(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 

first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 15 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF CHARLES 
NORMAN WHALEY, SR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHARLES NORMAN WHALEY, JR.

5309 GLOUCESTER CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

CHRISTOPHER LEWIS WHALEY
4912 SALEM CHURCH RD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

JULIE D. EISENHOWER, ATTORNEY
217 S PETERS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF EDNA DIANA WHALEY
DOCKET NUMBER 88788-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 13 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of EDNA DIANA WHALEY, who died 
October 3, 2023, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 13 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF EDNA DIANA WHALEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CHARLES NORMAN WHALEY, JR.

5309 GLOUCESTER CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

CHRISTOPHER LEWIS WHALEY
4912 SALEM CHURCH RD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

JULIE D. EISENHOWER, ATTORNEY
217 S PETERS ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAMELA BOLTON WILLIAMS
DOCKET NUMBER 89333-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day 
of MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of PAMELA BOLTON WILLIAMS, 
who died on February 17, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that 
is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from decedent’s date 
of death.

This the 15 day of MAY, 2024.

ESTATE OF PAMELA BOLTON WILLIAMS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DESTINY LAWSON

7810 TRAIN STATION WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

J. BRENT NOLAN, ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 217

POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF CAROLYN A. ZACHARY
DOCKET NUMBER 89385-2

Notice I hereby given that on the 5 day of 
MAY, 2024, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of CAROLYN A. ZACHARY who died 
March 19, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident, 
and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file 
the same with the clerk of the above  named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2), otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is 
four (4) from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty {60} days after from the date the 
creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 6 day of MAY, 2024. 

ESTATE OF CAROLYN A. ZACHARY

 PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
FIRST HORIZON BANK

800 S. GAY STREET, 5TH FLOOR 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37929

 
P. NEWMAN BANKSTON, ATTORNEY

P.O. BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VIRGINA C. ZEE
DOCKET NUMBER 89423-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 15 day 
of MAY, letters testamentary (or letters of 
administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of VIRGINA C. ZEE who died March 
1, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above- named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death.

This the 15 day of May, 2024.

ESTATE OF VIRGINA C. ZEE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAN P. ZEE

10 PERIMETER SUMMIT 
BLVD. NE, UNIT 3407

BROOKHAVEN, GA 30319

BRADLEY S. LEWIS, ATTORNEY
10413 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

MISC.  NOTICES
LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

RFP 3563, Design-Build Services-Mill Run 
Stream and Wetland Improvement Project, due 
6/12/24;

RFP 3565, Consultant Services for Unified 
Development Ordinance, due 7/11/24;

Bid 3566, Right-Of-Way Acquisition Services, 
due 6/20/24

  

For additional information call 865-215-5777, 
stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 North 
Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  37917, 
or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.org/
procurement.  To bid on Knox County surplus 
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF 
DISSOLUTION

Notice is hereby given that Power Source 
Technologies, Inc. (the “Company”) has been 
dissolved and is in the process of winding up and 
liquidating its business and affairs.  All persons 
with claims against the Company must send them 
to the Company in writing at 820 Woodbrier Road, 
Knoxville, TN  37923-2514.

The following information must be included 
in each claim: (a) the name and address of the 
claimant; (b) the description and basis of the claim; 

(c) the amount of the claim; (d) the date it arose; 
and (e) any documentation substantiating it.  A 
claim against the Company will be barred unless 
a proceeding to enforce the claim is commenced 
within two years after the publication of this 
notice.

    
 Power Source Technologies, Inc.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The following vehicle will be sold at auction at 

9:00 a.m. on June 4, 2024, at Eurotech Knoxville, 
7223 Oak Ridge Highway, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37931.  Phone 865-693-8911.

2012 Volkswagen Tiguan white VIN 
WVGBV7AX6CW579815

Owner Name:  Julie Hernandez 
Lienholder:  Credit Acceptance Corporation

ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS.

 CALL 579-2254 

APPLIANCE 
SERVICE 

CARPET 
CLEANING

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DECKS

ELDER CARE
CLOSE TO HOME ELDERLY 
CARE. 24-HOUR CARE IN 

PRIVATE HOME. RN WITH 30 
YRS EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT
 REFERENCES. 865-335-6337

FENCING

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING
 

PAINTING 

PAINTING- INTERIOR- 
EXTERIOR

Lic. & Ins.  30 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
865-573-2199

Professional Painters

ROOFING
ROOF REPAIRS, 

METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 
ROOF COATING:FREE 

ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE SERVICES

service directory

COIN SHOP FOR SALE BY 
OWNER

FOR SALE - 4 CEMETERY LOTS 
AT GREENWOOD CEMETERY. 

$1,000 EACH. 
CALL 865-522-8869

FOR RENT

WANTED

WANTED

Call or email Ruthie at
865-686-9970 or

ruthie@knoxfocus.com to 
place your Classified or 

Service Directory ad!

classifieds

NOTICE
It is your right to appeal the value of your property yearly. If you wish to appeal the 

value of your property, instructions are as follows:
Pursuant to Section 67-5-508, Tennessee Code Annotated, the property 

assessment records of Knox County will be available for public inspection at Room 
204 of the City/County Building during normal business hours, Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. Any person desiring to inspect these records may do so at the appointed 
time and place.

The Knox County Board of Equalization will begin its annual  session  to examine 
and equalize the county assessments on June 3, 2024. THE BOARD WILL ACCEPT 
APPEALS FOR TAX YEAR 2024 ONLY UNTIL THE LAST DAY OF ITS 2024 REGULAR 
SESSION, WHICH WILL BE JUNE 28, 2024. The Board will meet each weekday by 
appointment from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the City/County Building, 
400 Main Street, 6th Floor Conference Room. Any owner of property who wishes 
to make a complaint or appeal to the County Board of Equalization must appear 
before said Board at this time personally or by personal appearance of an agent for 
the owner  bearing the  owner’s written authorization. To schedule an appointment 
to appear before the Board, call (865) 215-2006 beginning May 28th through June 
28th between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please note the office will be 
closed on Monday, May 27th and Wednesday, June 19th to observe the Memorial Day 
and National Independence Holidays. Failure to appear and appeal an assessment will 
result in the assessment becoming final without further right of appeal.

John R. Whitehead
Knox County Property Assessor

CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
~ LORETTA’S CLOSET ~

A ministry by women for women.
Loretta’s Closet started 5 years ago with a handful of 

folks. The Lord has blessed us greatly and we would like 
to share His blessings. The last Saturday of each month 
we open our doors to Loretta’s Closet. Activities start 

at 10:00 a.m. with brunch, a short devotion, wonderful 
fellowship and a visit to the Closet where you will find 

clothes for all ages & sizes – dress and casual, plus 
purses, shoes and other things you may need. Ladies 

who would like a Saturday morning for themselves we’d 
love to share the morning with you. Join us on the last 

Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.

Christus Victor Lutheran Church
4110 Central Avenue Pike.

Should you need further information,  call the church 
office at 865-687-6622 Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. 

until noon. Hope to see you soon.

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

They don’t know the facts
I’ve watched 

the protests on 
college cam-
puses until I’m 
just about to be 
nauseated with 
them and the 
individuals who 
are participat-
ing. That doesn’t 
mean that Israel 
receives a free 
pass from me on this whole 
situation. Plenty of blame is 
available for spreading.

I was alive when col-
lege students protested 
the Vietnam War. Never 
did I belittle or blame vet-
erans for their part in the 
conflict. Too many of them 
were plucked from their 
youth and trained to kill and 
destroy the Vietcong. That 
war dragged on much too 
long because the leaders of 
our country chose politics 
and cash over young lives.

Back then, police weren’t 
as restrained or forgiving 
as today’s officers. Those 
battles in the 60s and 70s 
looked more like scenes 
from the June 6 insurrec-
tion. Officers dispersed 
protesters with a combina-
tion of gases, rubber bul-
lets and nightsticks. On the 
Kent State campus, nation-
al guardsmen went a step 
too far and left the bodies 

of slain students 
and protesters on 
the ground.  

Yes, I’m sure 
that some outsid-
ers infiltrated the 
groups to push 
more extreme 
activities. For the 
most part, stu-
dents ran the pro-
tests and had a 

major stake in the Vietnam 
War. Their age group was 
being sent to the war front 
to fight. Cries to “get out” 
were meant to save the lives 
of Americans. Most of the 
protestors were informed 
about the entire situation.

Presently, college cam-
puses are overrun with pro-
testers. Many of them don’t 
attend school but are there 
to support (or stir up trou-
ble). These folks are less 
than peaceful; film clips 
show them throwing things 
at police and destroying 
property. Tent cities have 
popped up on campuses, 
and the inhabitants include 
outsiders and students. 
They swear not to leave until 
their demands are met.

Those demands deal with 
the situation in Israel and 
Gaza. They insist that Israel 
stop its aggression against 
Hamas and the Palestinian 
people. More radical voices 

call for the destruction of 
Israel as they display the 
slogan, “From the river to 
the sea,” a reference to 
wiping out all Jews and the 
state of Israel.

I don’t defend all that 
Israel has done in this situ-
ation. At some point much 
earlier, they should have 
stopped the fighting and 
sat at the peace table. With 
that said, I know that the 
sudden brutality of Hamas 
and its wanton disregard 
for the lives of babies, chil-
dren and women is reason 
enough for Israel to want to 
destroy the terrorist group. 
When the enemy hides its 
soldiers and weapons in 
tunnels underneath neigh-
borhoods and hospitals, 
difficult decisions must be 
made.

What is most disturbing 
about protestors is their 
inability to verbalize what 
they are protesting. The fact 
is that they have no idea, 
and they hide that igno-
rance behind the fact that 
their leaders have told them 
not to answer any ques-
tions about the situation. 
Students also fail to admit 
that Israel’s opponents, 
Hamas and Hezbollah, 
both identified as terrorist 
organizations.

The country will continue 

to support Israel while 
trying to convince its lead-
ers to meet at the peace 
table. Young protestors are 
always free to express their 
beliefs, but their stances 
would be much stronger if 
those things were backed 
up with research and facts. 
Knowing the truth is the first 
duty of anyone who wants 
to protest against colleges, 
groups, or our country. That 
research might begin with 
the most infamous attacks 
on Jews during World War 
II. Understanding that coun-
try’s position might be clear-
er after doing so.  
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By Steve Williams
Winning its first region title in 

school history wasn’t enough.
Carter High’s determined soft-

ball team took an early lead, 
watched it slip away, then got it 
back and held on in the top of the 
seventh inning for a 5-4 victory 
over David Crockett Friday and its 
first-ever sectional win and trip 
to the TSSAA state tournament.

“We could have easily rolled 
over and died when they came 
back, but we didn’t,” said first-
year Head Coach Nicole Light. 
“We fought to the very end. 
Everybody did their job, every-
body had a role and they 
executed.”

After knocking off perenni-
al state power Gibbs 5-1 in the 
region finals Wednesday, the 
Lady Hornets stung the Lady 
Pioneers, who were seeking their 
first trip to the state in almost 
30 years.

“I can’t believe it,” said Coach 
Light after some celebrating. 
“I’m still in shock. I don’t think 
it’s really hit me yet. But this com-
munity and this program mean 
so much to me. They shaped who 
I am as a person because this is 
where I came from, so it makes 
it even more special.”

Carter (19-9) will play in the 
state tournament at the Spring 
Fling in Murfreesboro this week, 
with games scheduled to begin 
Tuesday.

Gibbs’ sectional game against 
Tennessee High was scheduled 

to be played Sunday due to grad-
uation ceremonies and weather 
conditions Friday and Saturday.

Carter got off to a good start 
against Crockett. A two-out 
double into the left field gap by 
McKinley Grubb brought home 
Kayla Rucker, who had been hit 

by a pitch, for the game’s first run 
in the bottom of the first inning.

The Lady Hornets added anoth-
er run in the second when Jenna 
Wilson singled and scored on a 
half-swing double down the left 
field line by Chloe Hicks.

Quick reaction on a catch by 

Carter third baseman Gracie 
Miller helped keep Crockett (22-
16) scoreless in the third inning.

Grubb doubled again in the 
bottom of the third and Wilson 
beat out an infield single, but 
the two Lady Hornets were left 

Farragut senior in 
Top 5 in pole vault 
at Spring Fling 31

 
By Steve Williams 

When Julian Gorfido was 
looking where he might fit in 
on the Farragut High School 
track and field team his 
freshman year, he was told 
where not to try.

“My coach told me I wasn’t 
fast enough to be a sprint-
er and I didn’t have the 
endurance to be a distance 
runner,” recalled Gorfido, 
who is now a senior and 
one of the best pole vault-
ers in the state. “I’m glad 
that he did, because I don’t 
think I could be this good in 
any other event. I thank him 

immensely, because of that 
comment right there. I mean 
it brought me to where I’m 
at today.”

Pole vaulting since March 
of his freshman season, 
Julian has a PR of 15 feet, 
1.9 inches. He set a KIL meet 
record of 14-7 this season 
on April 29 and turned in 
a 14-6 performance in the 
Sectionals to qualify for 
this week’s TSSAA Division 
1 Class AAA state meet at 
MTSU in Murfreesboro.

The 31st annual Spring 
Fling, which also includes 
boys’ and girls’ tennis, boys’ 
soccer, baseball and soft-
ball, begins Tuesday.

Gorfido finished a little dis-
appointed in the KIL meet.

“I know I got the meet 
record – that’s great, but I 

felt like I could have done a 
lot better. I think I got in my 
own head too much.”

But breaking the KIL meet 
record was what he wanted 
to do. “Absolutely,” he said. 
“It (the former record) 
was 14-6 previously. I just 
wanted to get it out of the 
way until I got it.”

Julian said he had a tech-
nical issue in the KIL meet.

“The biggest problem was 
my run was inconsistent. I 
was either too close and 
getting hit by the pole or I 
was too far away and I didn’t 
hit it hard enough. I think I 
(hyped) myself up a little bit 
too much and I got either too 
fast or too slow.

“That one (the record 
jump) was good,” he added. 
“It felt great. My coach said I 

could have easily cleared 15 
feet with that jump.

“Most of this sport is 
mental. It’s like your brain 
power is more important 
than your physical power.”

Gorfido said he would 
like to pole vault in college. 
“Currently I’m undecided. 
But that’s in my plans.”

He has received plenty of 
D2 interest and “a little bit of 
low D1” interest. “Just noth-
ing that I’m super interest-
ed in. I would like to go to a 
bigger school.”

Gorfido’a goal is to clear 
a height at state that would 
attract interest from major 
colleges.

He placed seventh his 
sophomore and junior years 
at state, crossing over the 
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Early access to funds depends on timing of payer's submission of deposits. We generally post such deposits 
on the day they are received, which may be up to two days earlier than the payer's scheduled payment date.

Get paid faster with 
Direct Deposit!
Whenever possible, we post electronic 
deposits up to tthe 
effective date. 

tvacreditunion.com(865) 544-5400

En

Farragut 
senior Julian 
Gorfido at 
the top of the 
runway where 
he prepares 
to take off in 
the pole vault 
event in the 
KIL meet at 
Hardin Valley 
Academy 
on April 29. 
Gorfido set a 
new KIL meet 
record of 14-
7. He will be 
going after 
state honors 
Thursday at 
MTSU. Photo 
by Steve 
Williams.

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AND FIELD

Gorfido has one more chance to be state champ

Lady Hornets sting Crockett 5-4 for first trip to state

PHOTO BY STEVE FORREST 

The thrill of being state-bound! Carter pitcher Malaney Etherton jumps into the arms of first base-
man McKinley Grubb after striking out the last batter of the game and setting off an unforgettable celebra-
tion Friday night. Head Coach Nicole Light (right) also is on her way to join in as are others. The Lady 
Hornets held off David Crockett High School of Jonesborough 5-4 to secure their first-ever TSSAA state 
tournament berth.

Harper Lynn 
was ‘active’ in 

Carter win
By Steve Williams

Her name is not on the roster, 
but she’s been close to Carter 
High’s softball team all season.

“My due day (May 26) for my 
first child (Harper Lynn) is nine 
days away, the day after the 
state tournament,” said first-
year Carter Coach Nicole Light 
after her Lady Hornets’ 5-4 sec-
tional win over David Crockett 
Friday.

Harper Lynn was active during 
the exciting game.

“Oh yes, she was moving,” 
said Coach Light. “Every time I 
was jumping up and down, she 
was moving. She’s been doing 
that all season. She’s just as 
excited as everybody else is I 
think.”

Nicole was asked if Harper 
Lynn will play softball in the 
future.

“I hope so,” she said. “I think 
she will. That would be fun. But 
she can do whatever she wants 
to do, but if she ends up playing 
softball that would be awesome.

“As of right now she’ll probably 
go to Carter.”

PROUD OF HER TEAM: “We 
came through a lot of adversity 
at the beginning of the year; a 
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bar a foot higher each 
year.

“In the indoor state 
this winter I placed third 
(14-9.25), so hopefully 
this year I feel like I have 
a decent shot at getting 
state champ,” said Julian. 
“I just got to show up and 
show out.” 

The top sectional mark 
coming into the Class AAA 
state meet is 15-0. Gavin 
Bailey, Bearden junior, is 
one of the vaulters that 
cleared that height at the 
sectional.

Others in the Top 5 
coming into the state 
meet are Brentwood junior 
Canon Kinder (15-0), 
Science Hill senior William 
Hagemeier (15-0), Gorfido 
(14-6) and Morristown 
West senior Philip Lotivio 
(14-6).

Size-wise, Julian is 
5-foot-9 and weighs 145. 
“It’s better to be taller,” he 
said. “But I can somewhat 
make up for that with my 
speed and strength.”

Gorfido has been train-
ing the past two years 
under Mark Hollis at the 
Full Vertical Vault Club in 
Powell.

“He was close to being 
an Olympian pole vaulter,” 

said Gorfido. “His PR was 
19-2 back in the day. He 
was a national champ a 
few times.

“He’s retired now from 
competing, but he’s an 
amazing coach; never had 
a better coach in my life. I 
wouldn’t be here without 
him.”

Gorfido also compli-
mented Chelsea Osborne, 
Farragut’s head coach in 
track and field.

“She’s very encourag-
ing,” he said. “She’s 100 
percent supportive. She’s 
just constantly encourag-
ing and helping me get 
better.

“This sport, like I said, 
is 90 percent mental, 
10 percent physical and 
she helps a lot with that 
mental part because she 
is so supportive.”

“Julian is a good kid,” 
said Coach Osborne. “He’s 
worked hard the past 
four years to get to this 
point. We know it’s going 
to happen. He’s going to 
get that 15-3. He’s a good 
leader for the rest of the 
vaulters and the rest of 
the field event kids. He’s 
definitely a blessing to 
have on the team.”

By Ken Lay

The third time was the 
charm for the South-Doyle 
High School soccer team 
Thursday night.

Alcoa has been the 
Cherokees’ chief nemesis 
in 2024, defeating them 
twice this season. The 
Tornadoes won the regular-
season match between the 
two sides and captured the 
District 5-2A Tournament 
Championship by beating 
the Cherokees in the most 
recent matchup.

Well ,  South -Doy le 
turned the tables on the 
Tornadoes as it notched a 
4-0 victory in the Region 
3-2A Championship match 
in Blount County.

Roger Osegueera Cruz 
had a hand in all four of 
the Cherokees’ goals as he 
came up with a hat trick. He 
also dished out an assist to 
help his team win a region 
championship and exor-
cise its demons against the 
Tornadoes (9-11-1).

South-Doyle (16-3-2) 
took control of the region 
title match early as Cruz 
gave the Cherokees a 1-0 
lead in the 11th minute. 
Approximately four min-
utes later, Cruz extended 
the Kees’ advantage to 
2-0, the lead they enjoyed 

at halftime.
South-Doyle wasted little 

time picking up where it 
left off after halftime. Cruz 
assisted a marker by Jude 
Straussfogel in the 45th 
minute.

Cruz, who had all three 
of his goals on breakaways, 
closed on the scoring in the 
match with a late tally. Levi 
Ridge was credited with an 
assist on the final marker of 
the match.

The Cherokees advanced 
to the region title match 
with a 1-0 victory at Signal 
Mountain.

They were scheduled to 
host Murfreesboro Central 
Magnet High School in the 
state sectionals Saturday. 
Results were not available 
at press time. A win there 
would cinch South-Doyle’s 
second-ever state tourna-
ment berth.

Hawks win first region title 
since 2015

Hardin Valley Academy 
edged Bearden, 1-0, in 
Thursday night’s Region 
2-3A Championship match 
at Turner-Allender Field.

Brady Hammer scored 
the lone goal of the match 
as he found the back of 
the Bearden net in the first 
half. Ben Brophy earned an 

assist for HVA, which won 
its first region champion-
ship since 2015.

HVA, which beat the 
Bulldogs in a penalty kick 
shootout during the regular 
season, avenged its recent 
loss to Bearden in the 
District 4-3A Championship 
game on May 10.

Hardin Valley hosted a 
sectional match Saturday, 
while Bearden had to travel 
for its sectional game. The 
Bulldogs defeated Dobyns-
Bennett 1-0 Saturday.

On Tuesday, Bearden 

outlasted Halls, 2-0, in the 
regional semifinals, while 
the Hawks toppled Oak 
Ridge, 5-2, Tuesday night.

In Region 2-2A: Cocke 
County routed Austin-East, 
5-1, in Newport to win its 
first-ever region title after 
the Roadrunners blanked 
Gibbs, 1-0 in Corryton in 
Tuesday’s region finals.

Both the Fighting Cocks 
and Roadrunners played 
in Saturday’s sectionals. 
Results were not available 
at press time.

Cont. from page 1

HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER

You could 
be the next 

Todd Helton
(Steve Searcy, a 1982 

Central High grad who 
pitched for the Bobcats 
and UT and played in the 
major leagues a decade 
before Todd Helton, shares 
some of his memories and 
thoughts about Helton, 
who will be inducted into 
the MLB Hall of Fame on 
July 21.

Searcy often came 
back to CHS in the winter 
months to prepare for the 
next baseball season and 
in 1990 connected with 
Helton and the Bobcats in 
a special way.

A left-handed pitch-
er, Searcy played at UT in 
1983, 1984 and 1985 and 
was drafted his junior year 
by the Detroit Tigers as the 
first pick of the third round. 
His major league career 
included three seasons 
with Detroit (1988-90) and 
two with the Philadelphia 
Phillies (1991-92).

 
“When I was playing ball 

in the majors, Central’s 
Coach (Bud) Bales would 
let me come back and get 
me a catcher (in the winter 
months) and I would work 
out and work with the team 
and the pitchers. The 1990 
season was the year we 
got ‘locked out’ (by Major 
League Baseball) and it 
also was Todd Helton’s 
sophomore season and 
the year the Bobcats won 
their second state baseball 
championship.

“The year we were locked 
out, I would throw batting 

practice to the team. And 
that team won the state 
with eight of the nine start-
ers being All-KIL players. 
They had Chris Freeman, 
Bubba Trammell and some 
guys that went a long way 
in ball, but you could just 
tell the difference in the 
swing that Todd would 
take and the way the ball 
left the bat even in batting 
practice. You could just tell 
there was something spe-
cial about the way he could 
swing a bat.

“That year he hit 
between .600 and 
.700. It was some-
thing ridiculous. It 
showed how well 
his hand-eye coor-
dination really was. 
You don’t even see 
Single-A pro play-
ers doing that. It 
was just amazing 
the way he could 
hit the ball.

“During the time 
when he was still 
pitching, you could 
tell he had the abil-
ity and wanted to 
win. He had a will 
to win. You could 
just tell that at an 
early age.

“Of course, I can 
still say (chuck-
ling) I’m the best 
pitcher that’s ever 
come out of Central 
High School, because 
Todd didn’t pitch in the 
major leagues. He only hit. 
There’s no telling what he 
would have done if he had 
gone in as a pitcher. After 
17 years in the majors, I 
think they made a pretty 
good decision on which way 
he went and what he was 
going to be.

“I was in charge of doing 
the running in the pre-
season … When we ran, 
we didn’t just get out on 
the track and run, we would 
get out on the roads so it 
wasn’t monotones. You 
could talk about life that 
way and what was going 
on in their world. I had fun 
with it, but it was also hard 
work. I don’t know if they 
would tell you it was a lot of 
fun or not, but I think it did 
make us all better.

“It was pushing me to get 
better too because I was 
still playing. I was push-
ing as hard as I could and 
they would see me work-
ing. I guess they figured 
if I was working like that 
and a major league player, 
they certainly better work 
as high school players. 
Hopefully, that helped. I 

don’t know if it did or not. 
But a lot of those players 
seemed to go a pretty good 
ways in ball and life itself.

“I stayed in touch with 
Todd (after my playing 
days). We visited Colorado 
and Todd got us tickets to 
his game and we’d have 
dinner together.

“I would also see Todd 
around UT, coming to foot-
ball games. Our paths 
crossed here and there, 
but not a lot. I definite-

ly respect him for 
what he did. His 
career was amaz-
ing with the num-
bers that he put up. 
But you know he hit 
at Coors Field (with 
its high altitude and 
thin air) in home 
games and put up 
numbers that may 
not be quite the 
same on the road, 
but other than that 
it’s just amazing 
what he did over 17 
years with the bat.

“You think about 
the number of all 
the major league 
players over some 
120 years and 
there are only 273 
of them in the Hall 
of Fame. That’s 
pretty remarkable.

“As for the kids 
around here in 

Knoxville today, here’s the 
way I look at it – dream, 
dream big. If Todd Helton 
could be in the Hall of 
Fame, who’s to say that 
Johnny Smith or whomever 
could not. Dream, you can 
make it. Sure, it will take 
hard work.

“I tell everybody that as 
a young child I got cut from 

the middle school team; of 
course back then Gresham 
was a junior high when I 
played. I said I would never 
get cut again in baseball … 

“So my sophomore year 
was the next time I was 
going to be trying out and 
it was for the high school 
team at Central. We would 
have 80 or 90 players try 
out and only 16 players 
made it.

“To be able to tell the 
kids that I got cut in junior 
high, but made the team by 
the skin of my teeth as a 
sophomore, I backed up my 
goal to not get cut again. I 
worked and worked to get 
better. For me to be able to 
do that and then later get 
to know Todd … Todd had 
a lot more ability, just pure 
God-given ability, but also 
the work ethic and all that 
it took.

“I mean you can get 
there. For the kids around 
here, look at what Todd did. 
Look at his numbers and 
the career that he had. 
Dream big, you could be 

next.
“I’ve got a neighbor 

across the street and he’s 
actually doing what you 
don’t see kids do anymore. 
They get out and play back-
yard wiffle ball or softball 
or whatever outside. And I 
would just love to see him 
be the next Todd Helton.

“You’ve seen that it’s 
happened here in Fountain 
City. Dream big. You can get 
where you want to go.”

  
(Six Central High grads 

have played Major League 
Baseball. The late Pat 
McGlothin, a pitcher, was 
the first in 1949 and 1950 
and outfielder Buddy 
Gilbert, who is 88, was next 
in 1959.

Then came pitcher Chris 
Zachary, who died in 2003, 
in the 1960s and Steve 
Searcy in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. Slugger 
Bubba Trammell and Todd 
Helton were teammates on 
the Bobcats’ 1990 state 
title team and later at UT 
before reaching the MLB.)

No. 6 in a series on TODD HELTON, Hall of Famer

Searcy’s message to today’s youngsters: 

‘Dream big’

Steve Searcy, Central High Class of 1982, finished his ma-
jor league baseball career with the Philadelphia Phillies 
in 1992.

Fountain City's Steve Searcy, pictured on a 
Topps baseball card, was drafted by Detroit 
and pitched in three seasons for the Tigers.

South-Doyle, Hardin Valley 
win region titles

Gorfido has one 
more chance to 
be state champ

SOCCER REGIONAL 
TOURNAMENT 
SCOREBOARD

Tuesday, May 14
Region 2-2A

Austin-East 1, Gibbs 0
Region 3-2A

South-Doyle 1, Signal Mountain 0
Region 2-3A

Bearden 2, Halls 0
Hardin Valley Academy 5, Oak 

Ridge 2

Thursday, May 16
Region 2-2A

Cocke County 5, Austin-East 1
Region 3-2A

South-Doyle 4, Alcoa 0
Region 2-3A

Hardin Valley Academy 1, 
Bearden 0

State Sectionals
Saturday, May 18

(Results were not available at 
press time)
Class 2A

Austin-East at Greeneville
Murfreesboro Central Magnet 

at South-Doyle
Class 3A

Bearden 1, Kingsport Dobyns-
Bennett 0

Science Hill at Hardin Valley 
Academy

Division II-A 
(State Quarterfinal)

Grace Christian Academy at 
University School of Nashville
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lot of sickness, a lot of inju-
ries and they could have 
easily just rolled over and 
quit and they didn’t,” said 
Coach Light.  “They came 
back and fought and this 
game proves that and how 
resilient each one of those 
19 girls are and I am very 
proud to be their coach.”

Nicole graduated from 
Carter in 2015 and was on 
the Lady Hornets’ first team 
to make it to the Sub-State.

“I’ve had great support 
from the assistant coach-
es and parents,” added 
Coach Light. “I couldn’t 
have done it without them. 
They helped me out a lot for 
sure.”

A GREAT GAME: With his 
players crying and hugging 
nearby after the heartbreak-
ing loss, David Crockett 
first-year Head Coach Alex 
Dulaney said: “That was a 
great ball game. For it to 
go back and forth and the 
two teams compete the way 
they did, it was a testament 
to both teams.

“There are a lot of great 

athletes on both of those 
squads. Both had a little 
adversity at times and 
things not going their way 
and they responded. Their 
athletes ended up doing a 
little bit better job in the 
end than ours did. They are 
a very fast team and their 

short game there at the end 
really helped them secure 
that victory.”

Dulaney said he was 
most impressed by Carter’s 
“aggressiveness at the 
plate and on the bases. 
They utilized their speed 
very, very well. That made 

it very difficult for us and 
in the end that was the 
difference.”

said Gorfido. “His PR was 
19-2 back in the day. He 
was a national champ a 
few times.

“He’s retired now from 
competing, but he’s an 
amazing coach; never had 
a better coach in my life. I 
wouldn’t be here without 
him.”

Gorfido also compli-
mented Chelsea Osborne, 
Farragut’s head coach in 
track and field.

“She’s very encourag-
ing,” he said. “She’s 100 
percent supportive. She’s 
just constantly encourag-
ing and helping me get 
better.

“This sport, like I said, 
is 90 percent mental, 
10 percent physical and 
she helps a lot with that 
mental part because she 
is so supportive.”

“Julian is a good kid,” 
said Coach Osborne. “He’s 
worked hard the past 
four years to get to this 
point. We know it’s going 
to happen. He’s going to 
get that 15-3. He’s a good 
leader for the rest of the 
vaulters and the rest of 
the field event kids. He’s 
definitely a blessing to 
have on the team.”

By Tom 
Mattingly

Why, Tell me, Why?

Cont. from page 1

Sports indifference is the healthier choice 

BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

This is the stuff of which 
orange-colored memories 

are made.
Late in 

the first half 
in the 1991 
Notre Dame 
game, the 
Fighting Irish 
led 31-7 and 
were trying a 

field goal to extend the lead. 
Things looked bleak for the 
Vols. 

Remember what Gen. 
Neyland said in his game 
maxims, especially No. 6: 
“Press the kicking game. 
Here is where the breaks 
are made.”

When Daryl Hardy 
blocked the Fighting Irish 
field goal attempt, Floyd 
Miley ended up in front of 
the pack, pigskin under 
arm, as Vols cut the lead to 
31-14.

The Vols eventually 
won, 35-34, when Jeremy 
Lincoln made another key 
play in the kicking game, 
blocking a potential game-
winning field goal.

At that point, no one 
in Notre Dame Stadium, 
within the sound of John 
Ward’s voice, or within 
reach of the NBC telecast 
cared what color jerseys the 
Vols were wearing. For the 
record, it was white jerseys 
and orange pants, a staple 
of John Majors’ tenure at 
Tennessee.

Why was it that Tennessee 
fans initially made such a 

big deal about the Vol foot-
ball team wearing white jer-
seys for games away from 
Neyland Stadium? The most 
frequent word they used 
was “jinx.” It was a big deal 
in those uncertain times in 
1971 when the whole white 
jersey issue raised its head.

The Vols wearing orange 
jerseys on the road ended 
with an SEC “Gentlemen’s 
Agreement” that season, 
giving the home team the 
choice of taking the school-
colored shirts and the vis-
iting team having to wear 
the white shirts, except at 
LSU and, for a year or so, at 
Vanderbilt.

To his credit, Tennessee 
head coach Bill Battle voted 
against that agreement 
(“You’re darn right I did,” he 
said when quizzed about it 
years later), thus defending 
the honor and majesty of 
the orange jersey. 

The Vols had worn orange 
jerseys on the road up until 
that time, with three excep-
tions, all losses. 

Many Tennessee oppo-
nents had worn their home 
jerseys when they played in 
Knoxville, Alabama in crim-
son, Kentucky and Ole Miss 
in blue, UCLA in powder 
blue, and so forth. 

There are some vin-
tage photos of Tennessee 
in orange and Alabama in 
crimson in long-ago copies 
of Sports Illustrated, the 
classic ones being a cover 
shot of Mike Jones and 

Dennis Homan going for 
the ball in the 1967 game 
and a two-page shot of 
Hal Wantland diving over 
the Tide line in the 1965 
game, both games played 
in Birmingham. 

When Tennessee and 
Alabama squared off in 
those days, wearing orange 
and crimson jerseys, every-
one there knew it was foot-
ball played the way the gods 
had ordained it. 

The genesis of the white 
jersey rule may have come 
from the 1969 Tennessee-
Vanderbilt game at Neyland 
Stadium. It was a sunny 
November day, Tennessee 
wearing orange shirts, 
Vanderbilt wearing gold. 
Only the helmets distin-
guished one team from the 
other.

Media accounts after the 
game noted that Tennessee 
would likely wear white jer-
seys in Nashville in 1970, 
but as things turned out, 
the Vols didn’t. It was a 
cloudy day, and the differ-
ences between the two 
sets of jerseys were more 
pronounced. 

The Vols did wear orange 
against Mississippi blue jer-
seys in Knoxville in 1972 
and 1976.

The Vols also wore orange 
shirts against Mississippi 
State in 1978 in Memphis, 
when the Vols were the des-
ignated home team. The 
Vols also wore orange in the 
1978 Notre Dame game at 

South Bend.
When Tennessee wanted 

to wear its “throwback” jer-
seys, the white shirts with 
the orange collar, in 2004 
against UNLV, all kinds 
of machinations with the 
NCAA were required to pull 
that off. 

One more comment about 
wearing white jerseys. 

Perhaps the most radi-
cal change in game jerseys 
came in the Jim McDonald 
year in 1963, with a get-up 
called the “Halloween 
Uniforms.” These were so 
named because the shirts 
were light orange with black 

and white stripes on the 
shoulders. 

“We had new orange jer-
seys that season, and new 
white ones had just come 
in,” Vol tailback Mallon 
Faircloth recalled. “They 
were the jerseys with stripes 
across the shoulder. I guess 
Coach McDonald wanted to 
change our luck. He didn’t 
discuss it with any of us. I 
think he told us that week 
we were wearing them.” 

Tennessee has won a 
number of big games in 
white shirts since that time, 
the same way they have in 
orange. There was another 

win at Notre Dame in 2001, 
the Vols wearing white 
pants instead of orange, 
as well a 10-6 win at Miami 
in 2003. The Vols won at 
Alabama in 1995, and 
Antonio Wardlaw made the 
cover of Sports Illustrated 
with his blocked punt and 
recovery for a touchdown at 
Georgia in 2006, wearing a 
white No. 38.

Despite some initial 
trepidation, Vol fans have 
accepted the white shirts 
with open arms. Just as 
they have over the years 
with the orange shirts. 

At Notre Dame in 1991, Floyd Miley grabbed a blocked field goal and took it all the way 
for a score that closed the margin to 31-14. Glenn Thackston photo. 

By Mark Nagi
I wasn’t going to write an 

article this week.  I’ve been 
busy with work and family, 
and frankly, I didn’t know if 
I had the mental bandwidth 
to type out a few hundred 
words.

But then I got back to the 
palatial Nagi estates in the 
Mean Streets of Farragut 
and had an idea.  An epiph-
any if you will. Maybe it’s a 
new way to live my life.

The answer… might be to 
be indifferent towards our 
sports teams.

Follow me here.
Many years ago, I remem-

ber Phillip Fulmer saying, 
and I’m paraphrasing here, 
that the losing feels worse 
than the winning feels good. 
And he could not have been 
more correct.

My Dallas Cowboys 
haven’t won anything of 

note since the mid-1990s. I 
go into every season know-
ing that come playoff time 
they will underachieve.  
I’m satisfied knowing that 
they’ve won Super Bowls 
in my lifetime, but I don’t 
expect to ever see another 
one. It doesn’t mean that I 
don’t watch them and root 
for them, but I don’t expect 
good things to happen. Jerry 
Jones has destroyed that 
franchise when it comes to 
winning big games.

In English Premier League 
soccer, Tottenham Hotspur 
hasn’t won a trophy of any 
kind since 2008.  I’ve been 
a fan since seeing a game 
in person in London back 
in 1999. I’m hopeful that 
someday they’ll win the 
league, or the Carabao 
Cup or the FA Cup, or a 
European competition… but 
I don’t expect it.

The New York Yankees 
have 27 World Series, 
but nothing in 15 years.  
Tennessee hasn’t won a 
national title or an SEC 
title in football since 1998. 
Tennessee’s men’s basket-
ball team has never been 
to a Final Four. Do you get 
what I’m saying here? All my 
teams (and yours too) have 
had way more down times 
than good memories.

Which leads me to the 
New York Rangers.  They 
are my favorite team in 
any sport and have been 
for decades.  I have seen 
them play in Ottawa, 
Philadelphia, Nashville, 
Carolina, Columbus, 
Detroit, Washington DC, 
Toronto… and of course at 
Madison Square Garden in 
midtown Manhattan. 

They are an “Original 6” 
franchise and have won 

four Stanley Cups, but only 
one of those has come in 
the last 84 years. The 1994 
New York Rangers are my 
favorite team of all time 
in any sport because they 
broke a 54 year curse.

Since then, the Rangers 
have been to the Stanley 
Cup Final only once, coming 
back in 2014. To this day 
I won’t watch highlights 
from their loss to the Los 
Angeles Kings. It hurts too 
much.

OK I’ve gone over 425 
words to get to this point, 
bearing my soul for you, the 
reader.  Last Thursday night 
the Rangers played Carolina 
in the second round of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. It was 
Game 6, and the Rangers 
were in danger of blowing 
a 3-0 series lead.

They trailed 3-1 in the 
third period and looked 

awful. At that moment, 
I had a sense of peace. 
This is only a game.  If the 
Rangers lost, life would go 
on.

But then Chris Kreider 
scored 3 straight goals in 
that third period for New 
York, a natural hat trick.  
I let out a scream after 
the tying goal that made 
Bailey (my energetic double 
doodle) go into the other 
room. The Rangers added 
an empty netter, won the 

game 5-3, and advanced 
to the Eastern Conference 
Finals for the second time 
in three years.

If the Rangers win two 
more series, and hoist 
Lord Stanley’s Cup, I will be 
ecstatic. But if they lose, I 
will be devastated. And the 
pain of losing will feel worse 
than the joy of winning.

But I’m all in now.  This is 
the life I chose.

Keep good thoughts for 
me.

2021 Ford Ranger Lariat Crew cab, 4X4 $34,980
2013 Ford F-150 Platinum 4X4, Crew cab $19,990
2023 Ford Bronco Sport Big Bend, 7K miles $30,770
2019 Nissan Versa Local trade, Clean $9,950
‘21 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara $36,980
2019 Toyota RAV4 XLE AWD, 39K miles   $29,990
‘20 Ford Mustang Convertible Ecoboost $23,550

Also take advantage of our Quicklane Tire
and Auto Center - No Appointment Needed!

Harper Lynn was ‘active’ in Carter win
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By Ken Lay
Strong pitching netted 

the Halls High School soft-
ball team a Region 2-4A 
Championship last week. 
The Lady Devils pitching 
staff, comprised of Emery 
Bales and Atiana Stamper, 
combined to hurl two no-
hitters against two of the 
area’s most potent offen-
sive attacks.

Halls (30-7) won the 
region championship with 
a 3-0 victory over Farragut 
Wednesday at Halls High in 
a battle of district tourna-
ment champions.

In that game, Stamper 
tossed a no-hitter against 
the Lady Admirals (26-11). 
She fanned 16 Farragut 
hitters and gave up three 
walks in the game.

Stamper also collect-
ed a hit in the contest 
off Farragut ace Emma 
MacTavish. Stamper was 
in complete control against 
the Lady Admirals as she 

became the first pitcher 
to strike out junior short-
stop and defending state 
Gatorade Player of the 
Year and Tennessee com-
mitment Elsa Morrison this 
season.

“I really came in here and 
I really wanted to strike her 
out. She’s a great hitter,” 

said Stamper, who inten-
tionally walked Morrison 
in the sixth. Morrison rep-
resented two of the three 
walks given up by Stamper. 
Amelia Dorset also walked 
in the top of the sixth for 
the Lady Admirals.

Lady Devils’ coach Bryan 
Gordon was impressed 

with his junior’s perfor-
mance Wednesday night 
in the circle.

“When she throws like 
that, she’s hard to handle,” 
Gordon said.

Offensively, Halls struck 
early as it plated a run in 
the bottom of the first. 
Makayla Hutchison led off 
the frame with a single. She 
advanced to second when 
Morrison threw a wild pitch. 
Hutchison went to third on 
a single by Harper Bales. 
Hutchison came home with 
the game’s first run when 
Brenna Hunley singled.

The Lady Devils plated 
two more runs in the third 
when Makanzie Irwin and 
Kyleigh Cooper came up 
with RBI singles.

That would prove to be 
all the runs the Lady Devils 
would need.

“We didn’t give them our 
best game,” Farragut coach 
Nick Green said. “We played 
pretty good defense, but 

it didn’t matter how good 
our defense was when we 
couldn’t get a big hit.”

Emery Bales no-hits 
Maryville in region semis
Emery Bales, another 

junior pitcher for the Lady 
Devils, had a no-hitter 
against the Lady Rebels in 
the first round of the region 
tournament. Halls defeat-
ed Maryville, 1-0, in eight 
innings on Monday, May 
13.

She struck out 15 while 
throwing just 112 pitches, 
including 84 strikeouts. 
She had to pitch around 
four Halls errors in the 
contest.

Brianna Smith ended 
things with a walk-off home 
run.

But the story of the week 
was Halls High’s pitching. 
Just ask Gordon.

“We didn’t give up a hit 
in the region tournament 
and these (pitchers) are 

special and we’re going to 
ride them for as long as we 
can,” Gordon said. “They’re 
special as (expletive) to be 
honest with you.”

“This is a special bunch 
of girls. They play hard and 
they’re just a lot of fun to 
be around.”

Emery Bales said that 
she and Stamper thrive off 
each other.

“We love to compete, 
compete against each 
other, but we’re also best 
friends and we cheer for 
each other. I thought ‘T’ 
pitched well and it was 
great to see her strikeout 
Morrison.”

Halls was set to host 
Morristown West in a state 
sectional Saturday. Results 
were not available at press 
time.

In Friday’s state section-
al: Kingsport Dobyns–
Bennett eliminated the 
Lady Admirals with a 5-0 
victory in Kingsport.

By Ken Lay

Two area high school 
baseball teams punched 
their tickets to the TSSAA 
State Championships 
Thursday. Gibbs (Class 3A) 
and Farragut (Class 4A) 
both swept their state sec-
tional best-of-3 series.

Next stop for the Eagles 
and the Admirals: a trip to 
Murfreesboro. Both teams 
also know their opening-
round opponents at the 
Midstate.

Gibbs (34-3-1) and 
Farragut (36-5) will each 
open state tournament play 
Tuesday.

The Eagles will play 
Tullahoma on Tuesday at 
Blackman High School, 
while the Admirals will play 
Beech at Siegel.

The first pitch for both 
games is slated for 5 p.m. 
EDT.

In last week’s state sec-
tional play, the Eagles made 
quick work of Elizabethton, 
sweeping the Cyclones in 

a doubleheader Thursday 
at Steve Hunley Field in 
Corryton.

Gibbs won the first game, 
7-4, and claimed the night-
cap, 12-0 in in five innings. 
The Eagles enter the Class 
2A State Tournament on an 
eight-game winning streak.

In Thursday’s opener in 
Corryton, the Eagles and 
Cyclones were knotted in a 
scoreless tie before Gibbs 
plated a pair of runs in the 
bottom of the fourth inning. 
The Cyclones answered 
with two runs in the top of 
the fifth before Gibbs tal-
lied five times in the bottom 
of the sixth.

The Eagles held off a 
late rally from Elizabethton, 
which scored two in the 
seventh.

Gibbs has eight seven 
singles in the contest. Will 
Sharp hit a double. He also 
had two RBIs and scored 
a run. Westyn Fields and 
Hayden Mills both singled 
and scored.  Mason Melton 
was 1-for-3 with a sacrifice 

fly and an RBI.
In the second game, 

Gibbs wasted little time 
jumping on the Cyclones. 
The Eagles scored three 
runs in the top of the 
second and added three 
more in the third. Gibbs 
plated six runs in the top 
of the sixth.

Will Sharp picked up the 
win on the mound as he 
pitched a six-inning com-
plete game. He gave up 
three hits and one walk. 
He struck out eight, throw-
ing just 67 pitches, includ-
ing 43 strikes.

He also went 1-for-4 at 
the plate with a home run 
and three RBIs. Melton 
went 3-for-4 with three dou-
bles and three RBIs.

Far r agu t  swe ep s 
Hilltoppers: In Class 4A, 
the Admirals swept past 
Science Hill and earned the 
chance to play for a third 
consecutive Class 4A State 
Title.

Farragut overcame an 
early 2-0 deficit in the series 

opener. The Admirals, how-
ever, took control with five 
runs in the bottom of the 
opening frame.

Landis Davila went 
3-for-4. He hit a home run, 
scored two runs and record-
ed three RBIs. Michael 
Delph went 1-for-2 with a 
home run and three RBIs. 
Brennon Seigler was 2-for-
4. He also stole a base.

Delph pitched six innings. 
He allowed four runs, six 
hits and one walk. He fin-
ished with nine strikeouts. 
Stratton Scott pitched the 
final inning.

Game 2 Thursday in 
Farragut wasn’t close as 
the Admirals claimed an 
18-0 five-inning victory. 
They scored multiple runs 
in each inning, erupting for 
nine runs in the top of the 
second frame. Farragut 
had 18 hits,

Lukas Buckner went 
3-for-4. He scored four 
runs and drove in three 
more. Gavin Brewer and Eli 
Evans each tripled in the 

contest. Brewer had three 
hits and four RBIs, while 
Evans scored three runs 
and knocked in two.

Jake Merrick had three 
hits, including a home run, 
while Seigler had three hits 
and scored two runs.

On the mound Cole 
Draper, Cade O’Leary and 
Scott threw a combined 
one-hitter.

Irish eliminated in state 
quarterfinals: Catholic won 
its best-of-3 Division II-AA 
state quarterfinal series 
against Christ Presbyterian 
Academy.

Catholic won the opener, 
4-2, Wednesday. The Lions 
swept a doublehead-
er Thursday, winning the 
opener, 9-6, and taking the 
nightcap, 12-2.

POSTSEASON 
BASEBALL 

SCOREBOARD
State Sectionals

Wednesday May 15
Class 4A

Farragut 9. Science Hill 4
State Quarterfinals

Division II-AA
Catholic 4, CPA 2

Thursday, May 16
Class 3A

Gibbs 7, Elizabethton 4
Gibbs 12, Elizabethton 0 

Class 4A
Farragut 18, Science Hill 0

State Quarterfinals
CPA 9, Catholic 5
CPA 12, Catholic 2

State Tournament Schedule
Tuesday, May 21

Class 3A
Gibbs vs. Tullahoma (at Black-
man High School) 5 p.m. EDT

Class 4A
Farragut vs. Beech (at Siegel 

High School) 5 p.m. EDT

stranded.
Crockett tied the game 

in the top of the fourth 
on a long two-run homer 
to left center by Chelsea 
Williams that busted a car 
windshield.

The Lady Pioneers’ home 
run power continued in the 
fifth when Julie Maupin’s 
two-out solo shot to left 
center gave Crockett a 3-2 

lead.
Grubb got her third hit – 

a single that fell in between 
three defenders in shal-
low right field – to lead off 
the Carter fifth inning, but 
Crockett pitcher Madelyn 
Dulaney retired the next 
three batters in row to pro-
tect the Lady Pioneers’ 3-2 
advantage.

Carter pitcher Malaney 
Etherton overcame a 
3-0 count and struck out 

Williams with a fast ball 
that nipped the inside 
corner of the plate – pos-
sibly her best pitch of the 
contest – and then strand-
ed two base runners with 
another strikeout to end 
the inning.

Then came the deci-
sive bottom of the sixth 
for Carter. Ivey Jones led 
off with a walk. Marah Yeo 
and Hicks followed with 
bunt singles and a throwing 
error to first by the Crockett 
pitcher brought home the 
tying run by Jones.

A grounder to third by 
Rucker loaded the bases, 
but Grubb struck out on a 
3-2 full count.

Then came the heroics by 
Miller as she drilled a hard 
single past the shortstop to 
drive in Yeo and Hicks and 
give Carter a 5-3 lead.

The Lady Pioneers didn’t 
easily go down in the top 
of the seventh. Brylee 
Tullock, the No. 2 batter in 
the lineup, reached on a hit 
by pitch. Maupin smacked 
a double off of shortstop 
Rucker’s glove to put run-
ners on second and third.

Etherton got clean-up 
batter Lana Britton to fly 
out to second for the first 
out. She then got reserve 

Lexi Hawkins to ground 
out to Rucker, with Tullock 
scoring from third to cut 
Carter’s lead to one run 
with two outs. An infield hit 
by Bailey Dugger advanced 
Maupin to third.

With runners on first 
and third and two outs, 
Etherton struck out Haley 
Corum on a 2-2 pitch to end 
the game.

“I’m so proud of this 
team,” said Miller after the 
game. “This team is liter-
ally my heart. I don’t know 
where I would be without 
them.”

Gracie was asked what’s 
it going to be like going to 
state?

“I don’t know, it’s our first 
time,” she said. “I’m ready. 
I’m excited. I want to win.”

And what was Miller 
thinking when she went 
to the plate with the score 
tied in the sixth?

“I wasn’t thinking noth-
ing, not a single thing,” she 
said. “I was just calm as a 
bee. I was ready to hit and 
I guess it just happened.”

Calm as a bee? Well, they 
are the Lady Hornets … and 
state bound!

Gibbs, Farragut headed to Spring Fling in the ‘Boro
HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

REGION AND 
SECTIONAL SOFTBALL 

SCORES
Monday, May 13

Class 3A
Carter 7, Clinton 0

Gibbs 7, Cocke County 0
Class 4A

Halls 1, Maryville 0
Farragut 4, Central 0
Wednesday, May 15

Class 3A
Carter 5, Gibbs 1

Class 4A
Halls 3, Farragut 0

State Sectionals
Friday, May 17

Class 3A
Carter 5, David Crockett 4

Class 4A
Kingsport Dobyns-Bennett 5, 

Farragut 0
Saturday, May 18

(Results were not available at 
press time)
Class 3A

Gibbs at Tennessee High
Class 4A

Morristown West at Halls

Pitching nets Lady Devils Region 2-4A Championship

Lady Hornets sting Crockett 5-4 for first trip to state

PHOTOS BY STEVE FORREST

Carter first baseman McKinley Grubb catches a throw from shortstop Kayla Rucker to 
put out Crockett leadoff batter Madelyn Dulaney on a bang-bang play in the top of the 
fifth inning Friday at Carter. The Lady Hornets would go on to win 5-4 to earn their first 
trip to the TSSAA state tournament in school history.

Carter sophomore Malaney Etherton winds up to hurl a 
pitch from the circle in the Lady Hornets' 5-1 win over pe-
rennial state power Gibbs Wednesday in the Region 2-3A 
finals.
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