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New K-8 school approved for Western Heights area

By Ken Leinart

The Knox County Board of
Education approved a proposed
new kindergarten through eighth
grade (K-8) school to serve the
Mechanicsville, Lonsdale and
Beaumont (MLB) communities.

The board was given a pre-
sentation on a new school proj-
ect during its Monday, Feb. 3.,

=0 et
A ], -

workshop session and approval
for the project passed by a 7-0-1
vote during the board’s Thursday,
Feb. 6, regular meeting.

Third District’s Patricia Fon-
tenot-Ridley passed on the vote
and Seventh District’'s Steve
Triplett was absent from Thurs-
day’s meeting.

The new school is the result of

a $40 million HUD grant award-
ed in 2022 to “revamp” Western
Heights. That project is estimated
to bring an additional 400 school-
age children to the MLB school
zones (West View, Maynard, Lon-
sdale Elementary Schools, and
Beaumont Magnet Academy).
Earlier this year Knox County
Schools earmarked $66 million

in Capital Improvements funds to
address the growth in that area.
Expanding current schools,
however, is problematic, Assis-
tant Superintendent of Opera-
tions for Knox County Schools
Garfield Adams told the board
during Monday’s presentation.
“The MLB campuses are land-
locked,” Adams told the board.

Students and alumni of Shannon
Knoxville on the morning of Saturday, Feb. 1. Led by fourth-grade teacher Kathy Smith, the kids participate in an after-school
fitness program and are earning points in the Fittest School Challenge to try to win a cash prize for their school.

Hundreds of children race to finish
line at Covenant Kids Run kickoff

Annual marathon challenge
underway after initial event
at Zoo Knoxville on Feb. 1

The Covenant Kids Run offi-
cially started with a kickoff
marked by a 1-mile run at Zoo
Knoxville on Saturday, Feb. 1,
that was attended by more than
300 East Tennessee students
and their families, racing to both
improve their fitness and raise
money for their schools.

The children’s run is part of the
2025 Covenant Health Knoxville
Marathon and encourages kids
to complete the exercise equiva-
lent of a marathon in about two
months. The schools with the

highest percentage of participa-
tion will win prize money in the
Fittest School Challenge.

“The Covenant Kids Run intro-
duces children to the sport, and
most importantly, encourages
them to have fun while being
active,” said Jason Altman, Cov-
enant Health Knoxville Mara-
thon race director. “We love our
East Tennessee community and
seeing everyone come together
to support youth fitness and area
schools. If you missed the kick-
off event, you can still register

your child and participate in the
Covenant Kids Run - and the Fit-
test School Challenge!”

Registration is open at knox-
villemarathon.com. Children will
finish the final mile of their mara-
thon together on Saturday, April
5, at World’s Fair Park in down-
town Knoxville.

Children in the eighth grade
and younger can participate in
the Covenant Kids Run. The free
mileage log is available online to
track 26.2 miles of walking, run-
ning or the exercise equivalent,
such as 30 minutes of active
playtime.

Each child who participates in
the Covenant Kids Run will earn
one point for his or her school
in the Fittest School Challenge,

a competition among area
schools. Schools register for the
Covenant Kids Run and provide
a total student enroliment count.
The top five schools in the cat-
egories of small school (fewer
than 300 students) and large
school (301+ students) with the
highest percentage of student
participation in the race win prize
money and a plaque.

As a 2025 Community Partner,
Girls on the Run Greater Knox-
ville also is incentivizing par-
ticipation in the Covenant Kids
Run. Visit gotrknoxville.org to get
involved in a nearby club.

Learn more and register at
runsignup.com/Race/TN/Knox-
ville/KnoxvilleMarathon for the
Covenant Kids Run and all races.

A new school would also
address other concerns in the
community. Currently, there are
no pre-K schools serving the com-
munity.

Also, students leaving the MLB
elementary campuses are sent
to middle schools outside of their
communities.

Knox Co.
Trustee
launches
C-PACER
program

Goal to make
county a ‘leader
in sustainable
development’

Knox County Trustee Justin Biggs
is proud to announce the Com-
mercial Property Assessed Clean
Energy and Resilience (C-PACER)
program launch, positioning Knox
County as the second county in
Tennessee to offer this innovative
financing solution. This milestone
marks a significant step forward in
the county’s commitment to pro-
moting sustainable development
and energy efficiency.

The C-PACER program enables
commercial property owners to

— Continue on page 4

Emergency
drill report
discussed by
E-911 Board

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

An emergency drill held in Janu-
ary produced some vital informa-
tion for the Knox County Emer-
gency Communications District
Board. The board met last week
and learned that the active shooter
drill involved more than 20 organi-
zations at two locations.

The local groups involved, such
as the Knoxville Police and Fire

— Continue on page 3

Commission may approve $4.35 million purchase of
property for a new maintenance facility

By Mike Steely

Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County
Commission meets in its
agenda review on Wednes-
day, February 19, and reg-
ular session on Monday,
February 24, it faces an
agenda that is 43 items
long and some impotr-
tant expenditures. The
review meeting is moved

to Wednesday because
of President’s Day next
Monday. While the com-
mission chair and commis-
sioners may suggest items
to discuss there are some
interesting agenda items.
One of the items up for
debate and approval is a
$4.35 million agreement
with Fort Loudon Waste &
Recycling, Inc., Jason Bales

and Edstock LLC for a coun-
ty-wide maintenance facili-
ty. The new project is being
recommended by Mayor
Glenn Jacobs. It is listed
as a “Commercial Purchase
and Sale Agreement.”
Finance Director Chris
Caldwell told The Focus
the county plans to buy
the 15.5-acre property at
2742 Hancock Street and

302 North Avenue in North
Knoxville to build a coun-
ty-wide maintenance facil-
ity. He said the site was
once a mulch facility and it
is hoped the Knox County
School System will join in
relocating their mainte-
nance functions there.
The Knox County Prop-
erty Assessor, Mayor and
Commission are looking

into reducing the four-year
reappraisal cycle of real
estate property to a two-
year plan. The idea is to
update and equalize the
value of property for tax
purposes.

The rules committee
has several changes to
the way the commission
operates including chang-
ing the Road and Right of

Way Closure procedure,
updating how board and
committee appointments
are made, changing the
presentations of honorary
resolutions, proclamations
and discussed items in
meetings, and defining the
responsibilities of the chair
and vice chair regarding the
development corporation

— Cont. on page 2
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Biden Finally Did Something Right

From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Many years ago, during
a hearing on a request for
some new federal court-
houses, Rep. (later Sena-
tor) Jim Inhofe whispered to
me: “You could shoot a gun
down the hall of almost any
federal courthouse at 3:00
on any weekday and never
hit anyone.”

| don’t know why he said
that, but it is even more
true today. Jury trials have
almost become a thing of
the past in both federal and
state courts.

| thought of this when
President Biden, in one
of his last days in office,
finally did something with
which | agreed. He vetoed
a bill adding 66 new feder-
al judges.

He vetoed it for the wrong
reason, however. He did it
just because he didn’t want
President Trump to be able
to appoint all these new
judges.

He should have vetoed
the bill because - 1) we do
not need more judges, and
2) it will save hundreds of
millions of dollars over the
life of these judges, their
staffs, and their replace-
ments if they are not added.

| was a criminal court
judge in Tennessee for
almost 7%z years before
being elected to Con-
gress. During that time, |
tried felony criminal cases,
including the attempted
murder of James Earl Ray.

You Know You're

You know you
are old if:

Your hair is
growing in your
ears and not on
your head.

Every artist you
listen to is dead.

The last movie
you saw was “Afri-
can Queen.”

Old ladies open
the door for you.

Your socks don’t always
match.

You have a record collec-
tion.

Your first new car cost
$1,750 and your new 13"
color TV cost $550.

You have to think about
how to get up from the
couch.

You keep saying that the
dog farted.

You can recognize the
songs being played in
department stores.

Your other half keeps
introducing you as “the
older black guy.”

You were going on a Walk
for Alzheimer’s but forgot

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

where it was.

You start call-
ing your dog
“dog.”

You think Cat-
fish Hunter is
someone who
lived in the Oke-
fenokee swamp.

You start liking
Brussels sprouts.

You keep
asking your other
half to call you so you can
find your phone.

You put ranch dressing in
your coffee and cream over
your salad and couldn’t tell
the difference.

You went to buy new cor-
duroy trousers this winter
and the clerks had no
clue what you were talking
about.

Your eyebrows have dan-
druff.

You have to tie a belt to
the end of the bed to pull
you up in the morning.

You have started driving
faster so you won't forget
where you were going.

Your son is a grandfather.

Celebrating 70
years of Serviee
Dependability, Smooth
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I, like almost every judge
| have ever known, and
I know that members of
Congress like to get their
friends appointed to open
or new judgeships in their
states or districts.

| also know, however,
that court statistics can be
very misleading. Those who
want more judges can say
caseloads have gone up
25-30 percent.

But the simple fact is
that when very few cases
are going to trial, you don’t
need more judges.

It shocks judges and law-
yers today when | tell them
| tried 68 jury trials and five
non-jury trials during my
first year as a judge back
in 1981.

Then, in my second year
on the bench, Knox County
got a new district attorney
general who settled more
cases. But | still had 40 to
50 jury trials each year.

The only statistic that
will tell the true story about
whether a new judge is
needed is one they will
never tell you: the number
of days spent in trial.

| once had a young
woman in front of me who
had forged 24 checks. She
pled guilty to all charges.
It did not take very long to
take her guilty pleas. The
district attorney had 24 dif-
ferent very thin files with
different case numbers so
he could say they had dis-
posed of 24 cases.

A judge who takes guilty
pleas all week has worked
far less than a judge who
has spent all week in one
jury trial that has gone on
from morning ‘til night.

There are still a few jury
trials in criminal cases.
We now need even fewer
judges in courts handling
civil cases. For many years
now, federal and state

Old When ...

All your living heroes are
dead.

The president is younger
than you.

Your doctor hadn’t heard
of the Supremes.

Naps are now called
senility snoozes.

You thought Taylor Swift
was a fast seamstress.

Your car keys keep hiding
from you.

You need to add on to the
bathroom sink to hold your
prescriptions.

You need to set off the
alarm to find your car at
the mall.

The twinkle in her eye is
from the reflection of the
sun.

They start putting one
candle on your birthday
cake because of the fire
hazard.

You think “atrophy”
is what you won playing
tennis.

When they say “smoking
hot body,” you think of cre-
mation.

Farting is a walking aid.

All of your favorite TV

FARRAGUT

10730 Kingston Pike
865-966-0425

MARYVILLE

723 S Foothills Plaza
865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY

10838 Hardin Valley Rd

Kides and Qur Price

Mateh Gvarantee!

865-248-2340
LENOIR CITY

1301 Hwy 321N
865-986-6533

ATHENS

201 S Congress Pkwy
423-744-9828

shows are reruns.

People come to visit and
admire your antique furni-
ture.

| stopped my other half
from cooking. She must
have thought | was a god
when she kept placing
burnt offerings before me.

Your love tattoo looks like
a turnip.

The smoke alarm battery
needs changing and you go
around your house spraying
for crickets.

You have been there and
done that but can’t remem-
ber what that was.

You enjoy Mondays.

People say you are aging
gracefully and they mean
you are slowly looking
worse.

When Mao said that the
longest journey begins with
a single step, | don't think
he meant going to the bath-
room.

Milk used to be delivered
to your front door.

Your mother used to buy
her chickens at live Kill
shops.

Someone told me, “Have

courts have gone to a
formal process called medi-
ation.

Many judges and lawyers
will say they wish they had
more jury trials, but most
really do not. The judges
know they will have it much
easier if they encourage or
pressure lawyers to go to
mediation, and they know
they can never be reversed
on a case that is mediated.

And most lawyers under
50 years old have either
never tried a case in front of
ajury, or they do it so infre-
quently | believe most are
now scared to do it.

The secretary to one of
the civil court judges in
Knoxville told me almost
five years ago that her
judge had tried only three
jury trials that year.

A lawyer friend of mine
told me last year that a
judge in a small town about
60 miles from Knoxville had

a good weekend.” | thought
it was Tuesday.

Your grandparents had
an outhouse (with Sears
Roebuck catalogs and corn
cobs).

You remember when Joe
Biden had hair plugs.

When asked “How are
you” you have to think
before answering.

One great thing about
having a partner your age
is that she thinks you still
look good.

You remember when 17
was a big-screen TV.

You always take a nap
after lunch.

You remember when a
refrigerator was called an
ice box.

You think a photograph-
ic memory means you can
remember every photo-
graph you have ever seen.

The commercials on the
TV shows you watch are
mostly for ED or hair loss.

You remember when
girls’ basketball was half-
court.

When you get lost you
can be found by a trail of

February 10, 2025

had only one jury trial the
year before, and it ended
in a hung jury.

Federal judges are very
expensive. Not only do they
draw very high salaries,
but they have secretaries,
law books, court reporters,
office clerks, court officers
and security personnel who
also draw very good sala-
ries.

And federal judges have
the best retirement plans in
this (or probably any) coun-
try. At age 65 they can go
on what is called “senior
status” and continue to
draw their full salary if they
handle a one-fourth case-
load or do “other duties”
(hmmm, | wonder what
those are).

Unless and until we start
having more cases that
actually go to trial in front
of juries, we really do not
need more judges.

used Kleenex.

You gave up golf because
you could never remember
where you hit the ball.

Holes in the knees of your
jeans used to mean you
were poor.

A night out means sitting
on the front porch.

You need to remember
things like “76 Trombones”
or else you will forget your
age.

You remember when a
gallon of gasoline cost 99
cents.

You go looking for some-
thing and halfway there
forget what you were look-
ing for.

You can remember the
name of your first-grade
teacher but not that of your
next-door neighbor.

One of your favorite sing-
ers last released a song 20
years ago.

You have outlived your
life expectancy.

You suffer from CRS but
can’'t remember what that
stands for.

Your parents’ grandpar-
ents were all slaves.

Commission may approve
$4.35 million purchase

board.

Commissioner Angela
Russell wants a discussion
on grants and contract pro-
cedures for the hotel-motel
tax funds.

The sheriff is asking for
acceptance of K9 bullet
and stab vests donated by

-

| PO yoars of Rosidential
[ 7 e rgas Bpsssisee
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Real Estate ! Property Monogement

the non-profit Vested Inter-
est in K9s Inc., a dona-
tion valued at $14,000.
He also wants a $139,650
contract with Dr. Donald
Keeble to be the medical
services director for the
Knox County Corrections
Division.

After four months of

~ . % Regina Eubanks
= & -iﬁa':, . Property Manager / Broker

AZEE Scol Ave., Suite 104
Enoxville, TN 37917

delay, the commission may
vote to approve or disap-
prove county road improve-
ments for the D. R. Horton
Inc. development on Tipton
Station Road at the Martin
Mill Pike and Maryville Pike
intersections.

The routine approval of
Dr. Jon Rysewyk as direc-
tor of Knox County Schools
is among the school con-
sent items.

County engineering is
requesting several widen-
ing or road improvements
for Bakertown Road, West-
land Drive, the Marietta
Church Road and Hardin
Valley Road intersection,
Schaad Road, Thorngrove
Pike and Midway Road.
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I Hope Senators
Blackburn And
Hagerty Will Stay
In Senate And
Continue To Help
President Trump

First | want to say that |
supported and continue to
support both U.S. Senators
Marsha Blackburn and Bill
Hagerty. | think both are
doing an excellent job for
the people of Tennessee
and our country.

Recently, we were told
that Senator Blackburn was
“seriously” considering a
run for governor after just
having been reelected to the
United States Senate three
months ago. Last week we
heard that Bill Hagerty, Ten-
nessee’s junior U.S. senator,
might want to occupy the
governor’'s mansion as well.
Both Blackburn and Hager-
ty would have the people of
Tennessee believe they are

both giving the idea a lot of
thought. It seems a mighty
strange thing when both
of Tennessee’s U.S. sena-
tors would rather be gover-
nor than serve in the United
States Senate. If Marsha
Blackburn wants to run for
governor in 2026, why didn’t
she forego a reelection
campaign and allow Ten-
nesseans to select some-
one who wants to serve in
the Senate? That would
give someone a chance to
gather some seniority in
the Senate while Blackburn
toured Tennessee for the
next two years to see wheth-
er she really wanted to be
governor or not. Evidently,
both Hagerty and Black-
burn would prefer being
governor than a member
of the Senate. Unless |
am much mistaken, | have
read numerous governors
have tried to get to the U.S.
Senate from Tennessee and
only one, Lamar Alexander,
made it through election by
the people.

There are nine people
I know of who would very
much like to serve in the
United States Senate and
that would be every Repub-
lican congressman repre-
senting Tennessee in the
House of Representatives.

Both of our U.S. sena-
tors told us how much they
wanted to help Donald
Trump and work to pass his
agenda. The second Trump
administration is historic

Emergency drill
report discussed
by E-911 Board

Cont. from page 1
Departments, the Knox
County Sheriff’s Office,
Rural Metro Fire, AMR
ambulance, and local fire
and rescue squads, coor-
dinated pretty well. The
problem was that outside
agencies, such as Home-
land Security, don’t use
the same radios or fre-
quencies.

Another problem was
the standard use of terms,
with some of the involved
groups using codes, such
as 1096 while others
used other terms for the
same thing or “Plain Talk.”

The drill's objective was
to see how the various
agencies and organiza-
tions communicate with
each other, according to
Knox 911 Executive Direc-
tor Brad Anders.

“That’s the purpose
of such exercises,”

commented Knox County
Mayor Glenn Jacobs who
chaired the quarterly
board meeting.

In other business, the
board heard that the com-
munications district is in
good financial shape and
briefly discussed a higher
rate for 911 in telephone
bills, from $1.50 to $1.86
per month, and possibly
moving $18.5 million in
reserve funds to a special
account for future use.

The board voted to
replace retired Financial
Chairman John Fugate
with Janette Burgin and
welcomed Nathaniel
Shelso of First Bank to the
board. The board meets
again on April 16, possi-
bly at the new backup 911
facility in the Knoxville
Public Safety Complex.

www.knoxfocus.com
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and engaged in return-
ing the government to the
people by disempowering
the unelected bureaucracy
that has filled the swamp
like leeches for decades.
One would think both Black-
burn and Hagerty would find
plenty to do by helping to
restore common sense in
the running of our govern-
ment and making it account-
able to the people instead
of its fellow members of the
swamp. The first 100 days
of the Trump administration
is the most critical period
of Donald Trump’s second
administration and as much
as Blackburn and Hagerty
have held on to the presi-
dent’s coattails it seems
as if they would be awfully
happy to help out in Wash-
ington.

Tennessee is in pretty
good shape and pres-
ently Washington, D.C., is
where the action is now
and likely will be for some
time to come. Tennesseans
deserve senators who want
to serve in the Senate and
will work hard for the people
of Tennessee. | can certain-
ly see why someone would
want to come back home,
but you hired on for the job
and Tennesseans gave it to
you.

USAID ... The Tip
Of The Iceberg?

The wailing, gnashing
of teeth and wearing of

sackcloth and ashes by
the leftists who are agoniz-
ing over the scrutiny being
given to the USAID program
is hilarious. It is supposed
to be a foreign aid program
to help allies and govern-
ments friendly to the United
States of America. Not sur-
prisingly, under the Biden
administration the USAID
was busy spending our tax
dollars less on foreign aid
than global DEI programs.
$1.5 million was sent to
Serbia where the people
probably rejoiced over the
American tax dollars being
sent to “advance diversity,
equity and inclusion in Ser-
bia’s workplaces and busi-
ness communities.” Tax-
payers here can delight in
the fact our government
spent $47,000 to provide
the people of Colombia
with a “transgender opera”
and sent a much needed
$32,000 for a “transgender
comic book” in Peru, and $2
million for gender changes
and “LGBT activism” in Gua-
temala. We sent $70,000 to
produce a “DEI musical” in
Ireland as the world urgent-
ly needed a DEI version of
Riverdance where most of
the cast can’t dance but
they are diverse. You can
bet it won’t be at a theater
near you anytime soon.

We sent $6 million to pro-
mote tourism in Egypt and
| don't mean Egypt, Arkan-
sas or Egypt, Pennsylvania.
Hundreds of thousands of

dollars went to a nonprof-
it that has been linked to
terrorist organizations. Mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars
went to the EcoHealth Alli-
ance which was involved
in the research done in
Wuhan, China. Hundreds
of millions of taxpayer dol-
lars to provide “irrigation
canals, farming equipment
and even fertilizer used to
support the unprecedented
poppy cultivation and heroin
production in Afghanistan,”
and the profits likely go into
the hands of the Taliban.
We also gave the money
to produce hundreds of
thousands of meals for Al-
Qaeda-affiliated fighters in
Syria.

Misuse of American tax
dollars in the form of for-
eign aid is nothing new,
but America is now $20
trillion in debt with Medi-
care and Social Security
fast approaching insolven-
cy. The pie-eyed Left think
by taking everything from
anyone with any money
they can continue to spend
whatever they like on what-
ever they want. They can't.
If something is free to you,
someone else is paying for
it. Housing, pharmaceuti-
cals, food, and a number of
other things are subsidized
by working people for other
people in this country. The
United States cannot afford
to take in everyone and pro-
vide for them, nor can we
afford to pay the way of the
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rest of the world. The debt
WILL come due and sooner
than you think. We have no
more money to throw away.

Democrats
Continue To
Double Down On

Woke

David Hogg, the young
man who has made a career
out of being a survivor of the
Parkland shooting, has just
been elected as a vice chair
of the national Democratic
Party. David is for defunding
ICE and the police, although
he has never explained just
who would have come to the
school in Parkland if there
was no law enforcement
in existence. Nikolas Cruz
had been reported twice
to different FBI offices and
those reports were ignored.
Local law enforcement offi-
cers were discouraged from
arresting Cruz before his
murderous and tragic shoot-
ing spree because he had
been placed in a restorative
practices program designed
to protect minorities. In the
end, there was no restor-
ative justice for the victims
of Nikolas Cruz, but David
Hogg doesn’t talk about
that. Hogg's own belief in
diversity inside his party can
be summed up by his bid-
ding Congresswoman Mary
Peltola of Alaska “good rid-
dance” after her defeat as
he said she was “awful on
gun control.”

City council approves
$1.75 million grant request

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

It took most of the four-hour meet-
ing but the Knoxville City Council
approved, in a split vote, an applica-
tion for $1.75 million from the Ten-
nessee Opioid Abatement Council.
Several local citizens spoke against
the application and confusion arose
over a missed deadline and an
application submitted by the police
department.

While the actual deadline for the
application has passed Chief Paul
Noel responded that the application
has already been submitted prior to
approval of the action.

Part of the $1.75M grant would
help fund the city’s co-responder
program, upping the number of offi-
cer-mental health worker teams. Crit-
ics noted the absence of a proposed
alternative response effort in the
funding and charged that the police
are not mental health workers.

Mayor Indya Kincannon noted the
co-response teams made more than
4,000 calls last year with 97% of the

7709 Thorn Grove Pike, Knoxville, TN 37914

Fulfill your dreams of owning a Mini Farm, a Bed
& Breakfast, Event Venue, a Home in the Country! § '
150+/- year old 1 1/2 story farm house nestled
on over 10 acres in East Knox County rural
community. The land adjoining at the back and |
right side is in Land Conservatory. 3BR, 2.5BA,

large kit. w/eat in area, lots of windows. Large =g

LR + large room for Rec/Play Room, Office or =
4th BR. Two bay garage w/3rd oversized bay w/ —
workbench. RARE FIND - A MUST SEE. Owner/Agent MLS 1253895 $784,900

6921 Sunstrand Drive, Knoxville, TN 37924

Cathern King
(865) 216-5646 cell
(865) 688-3232 office

Each office is independently owned and operated.

=~ 3 BR, 2.5 BA Brick Rancher Partially finished
® walkout basement with Playroom/Game
| room/Office located downstairs, along with

or hobby. Storage building provides extra
| storage space. Patio area/w firepit. Move-

: ' e Armals T 1 in Ready. Located so easy access [-40.
Convenlent to KnowaIe Jefferson City and Sevierville. MLS 1283481 $364,900

=

visits not resulting in arrests. The
opioid grant, if approved, would also
include purchasing four unmarked
cars for the teams.

Councilwoman Debbie Helsley
echoed some other members by stat-
ing that both co-response teams and
alternate response teams can exist
to help in responding to noncriminal
calls to 911. The alternative team
idea is being studied by a task force
and a recommendation will be pre-
sented in about six months.

Chief Financial Officer Boyce Evans
noted the application had already
been filed by the KPD and, if grant-
ed, the city cannot accept the funds
unless the council approves. Council-
man Andrew Roberto said the council
should be notified when grants are
requested and Chief Noel replied he
will “absolutely do so in the future.”

Councilman Tommy Smith said the
co-responder teams are extending
suicide prevention but Councilwoman
Amelia Parker charged that the police
members on the teams gather infor-
mation on drug dealers and added,
“We're bringing the criminal justice
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system to the doorsteps.”

Chief Noel said he is proud of the
teams and the program is becoming
a “mentor” for other jurisdictions.

Councilwoman Lauren Rider noted
some co-responder calls involve
domestic violence, children and
outside people, adding, “Different
people play different roles.” Council-
woman Lynne Fugate noted the dif-
ference between the former police-
only response and the results of the
co-responder teams.

The police department apparent-
ly filed the grant application without
notifying the council because of the
deadline. The meeting was interrupt-
ed briefly by shouting from the audi-
ence regarding this agenda item and
a couple of citizens were removed.
Another agenda item involving fund-
ing of community organizations
caused a disturbance in the audi-
ence as well. Many of the speakers
were critical of Mayor Indya Kincan-
non and the council.

The final vote was 7-1-1 with
Parker voting “No” and Seema Singh
abstaining.

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
6500 CHAPMAN HIGHWAY - KNOXVILLE TN 37920
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BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE:

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH AT 12:00PM - NOON (ET)

2.5+I- acres of commercial development land in South Knoxville - Zoned C-H-2

Located at the entrance of a large sho |pplng center with Gold’s Gym, Dollar

General, Taco BeII Jiffy Lube and multiple other locally owned businesses

400’+/- of frontage on Chapman Highway and
over 300’ along the entrance road to the shopping center

Knox County ParcellTax IDs: 1241C011 and 1241C00404

AUCTION & REALTY
KENNY PHILLIPS,

AUCTIONEER - LIC

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

M POWELL

6729 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

865-938-3403
# 2385
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A Tea
Party At
Windsor
Ridge

Residents of the Windsor
Ridge Senior Living recently
had a tea party where
residents were encourage

to decorate their hats

with colorful flowers and
stickers. Sepideh Abdoli,
activity director, captured
these creative residents
enjoying the moment.

The Knoxville Focus

Knox Co.
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secure long-term, low-
cost financing for energy
efficiency, renewable
energy, water conserva-
tion, and resilience proj-
ects. By leveraging this
program, property owners
can improve their build-
ings’ performance, reduce
energy costs, and enhance
their resilience against
environmental challenges.

“We are thrilled to bring
the C-PACER program to
Knox County, providing our
community with a power-
ful tool to drive sustain-
able economic growth,”
said Knox County Trustee
Justin Biggs. “With almost
two dozen deals already

Trustee launches C-PACER

in the pipeline, we are wit-
nessing an enthusiastic
response from local busi-
nesses eager to embrace
energy-efficient solutions.”
The introduction of
C-PACER in Knox County
is expected to stimu-
late job creation, reduce
energy consumption, and
decrease greenhouse
gas emissions, contribut-
ing to a healthier, more
sustainable environment
for all residents. The pro-
gram supports the coun-
ty’'s broader goals of fos-
tering economic develop-
ment and environmental
stewardship by facilitat-
ing access to financing for
these critical upgrades.

Key benefits of the
C-PACER program include:

- Up to 90% Financ-
ing: Property owners can
finance up to 90% of their
project’s costs, covering
equipment, labor, and soft
costs.

-Long Repayment Terms:
With repayment terms
extending up to 25 years,
businesses can undertake
significant upgrades with-
out immediate financial
strain.

- Transferable Financing:
The C-PACER assessment
remains with the proper-
ty, not the owner, ensur-
ing flexibility for property
transactions.

“We are excited to see

this program’s positive
impact on our local econ-
omy and environment,”
added Biggs. “By reduc-
ing energy costs and pro-
moting renewable energy
adoption, Knox County is
paving the way for a more
sustainable future.”

Knox County encourag-
es all eligible commercial
property owners to explore
the opportunities offered
by the C-PACER program.
Interested parties can
learn more about the
application process and
program details by visiting
the Knox County Trustee’s
office website or contact-
ing the office directly.
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Mounted police, violence
prevention and zoning
OK'd by council

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

While the discussion of
a $1.75M grant request-
ed by the Knoxville Police
Department took up most
of the city council meeting
Tuesday evening the coun-
cil did vote on several other
agenda items.

The Downtown Knox-
ville Alliance budget was
approved for the year
and the council voted to
approve a request for two
mounted police for the
downtown area and spe-
cial events. Mayor Indya
Kincannon said the horse-
mounted police will add to
visibility and safety.

Chief Paul Noel noted
such patrols in other cities
and said the mounted
patrols will not replace the
city police bike patrols. The
vote was 8-1 for approval.

The African Ameri-
can Equity Restoration
Task Force asked for
and received approval of
$150,000 to go to 10 com-
munity organizations. Four
other community groups
will also receive $11,375
in Youth Violence Preven-
tion grants. Thirteen other
groups will split $234,841
in funding to support youth
and young adult programs.

The city’s Bicycle Facili-
ties Plan was approved for

$187,500 in updates and
Cannon & Cannon Inc. was
approved for $130,000 to
provide design services for
the First Creek Greenway
Project.

A property at 2004 High-
land Drive may be pur-
chased by the city for
$165,000 as recommend-
ed by the Abandoned,
Blighted and Vacant Prop-
erties Committee.

Two properties adjoining
the old St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal, now the Public Safety
Complex, were approved
for rezoning to permit hous-
ing and four properties on
Milton Street at the base of
Sharp’s Ridge were denied
a zoning change to permit
more housing. Council-
man Charles Thomas said
the properties showed no
change in area use, are
in an isolated area, have
narrow streets and a rail-
road crossing, and don't
meet the qualification for
a rezoning.

Zoning changes were
approved for 1316 Grand
Avenue, from residential to
general commercial; 6721
and 6727 Campbell Lane,
from residential to general
commercial; Zero Kingston
Pike changed to RN-2 sin-
gle-family residential and
Zero Wallwood Road also
was approved for RN-2.

New K-8 school approved for Western Heights area

Adams said that practice
leaves a void in peers from
the students’ communities
when they reach middle
school.

“We want to get away
from that,” Adams said
of busing students out of
their communities.

The new K-8 school
would be larger than ele-
mentary schools in the
county, with a planned
247,000 square feet to
accommodate 1,000 ele-
mentary school students
and 600 middle school
students, but Adams said
a larger school would allow
for more “programming,” or
choice in types of classes
offered, and would offer
more teachers, as well
as better tutor and after
school opportunities for
students.

He said smaller schools
often have to share
resources, especially sup-
port staff such as counsel-
ors.

In the proposal, May-
nard Elementary School
and Beaumont Magnet

Academy will be closed.
West View Elementary
School will be convert-
ed to a dedicated pre-K
campus. Those students,
plus a portion of Lonsdale
students who live in Region
5, of which the schools are
zoned, as well as expect-
ed new students and trans-
fers from outside the zone,
would make up the ele-
mentary school body.

Elementary school stu-
dents would no longer
be sent to Northwest,
Vine, Whittle Springs, and
Bearden Middle Schools.

Adams pointed out The
Rev. Dr. John Butler (Dist. 1
Board Representative) has
been working on a solution
since HUD first announced
the $40 million grant in
2022.

“He’s talked to a lot of
people, attended a lot of
meetings,” Adams said.

Adams added that in
the past few weeks there
have been eight communi-
ty meetings with parents
and staff of the schools in
question to get input from
them as well.

WINDSOR

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

With the passage of the
proposed project Thurs-
day night the Knox County
Board of Education’s next
step will be a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MOU) with Knox County
for a land swap, expected
to come before the board
during its March 2025
meeting.

Knox County Schools will
receive the old Rule High
School site at 1919 Ver-
mont Avenue. Knox County
will receive Maynard Ele-
mentary School and Beau-
mont Magnet Academy.

Adams said the old
Rule High site is ideal for
the new school. Not just
because of its proximity,
but also because of its his-
torical importance.

The next phase will be
design and taking bids for
the project, which would go
through 2025-2026.

“It does take a year for
this step,” Adams told the
board.

Construction of the proj-
ect would run from 2026
through 2028 with tenta-
tive plans for the school to

WINDSOR RIDGE
(fmr. Windsor Gardens)

We serve senior

RIDGE

residents of Knoxville,
Powell, Fountain City and

the surrounding areas—

fostering our resident’s
sense of independence

while ensuring

a loving home-like

environment.

5611 CENTRAL AVENUE PIKE | KNOXVILLE, TN 37912 | 865-688-4840

INSPIRITSENIORLIVING.COM/WINDSORRIDGE

open for the 2028-2029
school year.

Knox County School
System Superintendent Dr.
Jon Rysewyk said typically

NEW BE

Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Pastor
reveddie@newbeverly.org

a principal for a new school
is named before comple-
tion to allow for planning.
He said that is also the time
frame when a name for the

™
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BAFTIST CHURCH

new facility would be decid-
ed with heavy input coming
from the community and
other stakeholders.

NEW BEVERLY PRESENTS

Everyone is invited to New Beverly
to hear national recording artist
Jonathan Wilburn on
Sunday, February 16th at 11:00 a.m.

Join us for a morning
of worship in song.

Admission is free,
but a love offering will be taken.

LY

3320 New Beverly Church Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 37918

865-546-0001
www.NewBeverly.org
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a weekly column by
Dr. Jim Ferguson

Second Guessing

Even God rested on the
seventh day, but not Trump
Liz Peek

The meme with a pic-
ture of Trump dressed in
a state trooper-like outfit
read, “There’s a new Tariff
in town.” The days of other
countries taking advantage
of America are over, and
government corruption and
waste are under investiga-
tion. We are getting what we
voted for and more.

Patriots watched in horror
as Obama’s third term
stooge enacted progressive,
leftist, anti-American poli-
cies that almost destroyed
our country. We were hor-
rified by illegal invasion, a
feckless and dangerous
foreign policy, corruption
in the intelligence agencies
and lawfare in the DOJ and
legal system. We elected a
disruptor and now President
Trump and his crew are dis-
rupting the Washington
status quo. A government
requiring 2.2 million feder-
al employees to work is too
big. And the big question
is, working at what? Trump,
Elon Musk and Americans

want to know. Government
workers are not making
widgets.

President Trump is actu-
ally working to repatriate
illegal aliens to Colombia
and Venezuela. Canada
and Mexico have been con-
vinced that it is best to
help us with border issues,
human trafficking and drug
smuggling. Trump chal-
lenged Panama by explain-
ing the language in the
canal treaty. He's gotten
the attention of Denmark
regarding Greenland.
Trump has challenged India
with the threat of tariffs
because, like South Africa,
these countries are part of
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China & South Africa), a
movement to replace the
dollar as the internation-
al currency of exchange
and trade. Trump is also
canceling 300-400 mil-
lion dollars of aid for South
Africa because that coun-
try recently passed “expro-
priation” legislation which
threatens confiscation of
white-owned property. But
wait! There’s more.

Washington second

guessers are again at work.
They abhor any account-
ability by Trump or his
appointees. The latest big
controversy is the investiga-
tion of USAID (US Agency for
International Development).
This aid agency has been
shut down, at least tem-
porarily, because of prob-
lems. Arguably, some USAID
support has been worthy;
but funding of Corona viral
research at the Wuhan lab
or the Academy of Military
Research in China is scan-
dalous. Furthermore, aid
for “trans” comic books
and transgender opera in
Peru, drag shows in Ecuador
and transgender hairdress-
ers in Nepal are among the
ridiculous and inappropri-
ate largess of this benight-
ed agency. And now there
are questions that USAID-
funded media propagan-
da in Ukraine started the
Russian collusion hoaxes.
USAID was founded by
John F. Kennedy’s execu-
tive order in 1961 and was
continued, like so many gov-
ernment programs, appar-
ently without reevaluation.
President Trump is the new
sheriff in town and he will
have none of that.
Meanwhile, mass depor-
tations of illegals contin-
ue under the direction of
Tom Homan who may be
the Eliot Ness of 2025.
The Democrat leaders of
sanctuary cities and states
better beware. Violation of
Federal law will get them
arrested by Homan and
prosecuted by the Justice
Department under Pam
Bondi. Gender ideology and

DEI have been banned in
the government. Hostages
are coming home. The FBI
and DOJ are being purged
of ideological operatives.
The corrupt 51 intelligence
agents’ security clearanc-
es have been revoked.
Border crossings are down
by more than 90%. DOGE is
saving billions of taxpayer
dollars. And Americans are
again positive. Meanwhile,
Democrat heads are figura-
tively continuing to explode.

Progress is occurring, but
we have a long way to go
because the country was so
damaged by Dark Brandon
and the Democrats. The
problems we face are evi-
dent in the recent plane
crash at Washington's
Reagan National Airport
which claimed 67 souls.
President Trump was criti-
cized by the usual naysayers
for voicing what many have
been thinking. Could DEI
criteria at the FAA (Federal
Aviation Administration)
have contributed to the
problematic hiring of air traf-
fic controllers and a factor in
the crash? It is disturbing to
recall that since the Obama
administration began “tar-
geting disabilities” for air
traffic controllers, persons
with “intellectual, psychiat-
ric and physical disabilities
including hearing, vision,
paralysis, epilepsy and
missing extremities” have
been sought. Furthermore,
the FAA is embroiled in a
lawsuit alleging it turned
away 1000 applicants
based on race quotas rather
than merits. What could go
wrong?

During my medical train-
ing and practice, | have
cared for patients in crisis.
Rarely, does a single mis-
take cause calamity.
However, when sequen-
tial errors occur, tragedy
is more likely the result.
Apparently, such was the
case in the recent airline
disaster in Washington, D.C.
We are told that multiple
redundancies are built into
the FAA system, but appar-
ently these were overridden
in the Washington crash.

It will be some time
before we know all the fac-
tors involved with the deadly
crash, but it has already
been reported that there
was inadequate control
tower staffing which may
have slowed the response
to the collision warning
signal. And we are told
that the military helicop-
ter was far above its 200-
foot ceiling when it struck
the landing commercial
jet. Systems can’t override
human error, but they can
help. Last week, the new
Transportation secretary
raised the issue of antiquat-
ed air control systems need-
ing replacement. Perhaps
we should have been fund-
ing American infrastructure
upgrades rather than fight-
ing the third European war
(Ukraine) in the last 100
years.

I'm told that Reagan
Airport continues to oper-
ate in the sensitive area of
Washington, D.C., for the
convenience of congress-
men and government offi-
cials who don't like the
long commute to Dulles.

My pilot friend is retired Air
Force and rated on large
jet aircraft as well as the
Lear Jet, which crashed in
Philadelphia. He has landed
at Reagan many times and
says it is a tough airport in
which to land. Additionally,
the area is known as “heli-
copter alley” because of
military training exercises.
And remembering 9/11,
Washington has multiple
targets rife for a kamikaze
attack.

The usual characters
are involved with the anti-
Trump, anti-American rhet-
oric which second-guesses
everything he says or does.
They don’t get it because
they don’t want to under-
stand that Trump is a
“transactional” president.
In other words, Trump is
negotiating a contract as
he deals with problems like
Gaza, the Panama Canal or
the border. He is not going
to invade Gaza. He recog-
nizes that Sunni Muslims of
Egypt, Jordan, the Emirates
and Saudi Arabia need
to step up and help solve
the Gaza mess. And this
will frustrate their 1,400-
year Shia Muslim arch-ene-
mies who support Iran and
the Hamas and Hezbollah
terrorists.

We live in challenging
times and sometimes we
need to think outside the
box as Trump does because
the status quo isn't working.
| don't trust the “geniuses”
who got us into this mess. |
trust the outsider, the dis-
ruptor. | trust Trump.

You may email Dr. Ferguson at
fergusonj@knoxfocus.com

Berean students enjoyTEAM nght

Berean Christian School’s annual STEAM night
was held on Friday, January 31, 2025. This is the
5th year for the free event highlighting the impor-
tance and fun that STEAM — which stands for
science, technology, engineering, art and math
— can be for everyone. The support for this pro-
gram continues to grow and this year KUB and
Soaky Mountain Waterpark came out to partici-
pate and interact with guests. Next year's STEAM

night will be in March.

Berean Christian STEAM department not only
supports higher education and the pursuit of
degree-driven careers but also wants to help sup-
port students that choose the technical career
path. In order for students to gain experience and
confidence in their critical thinking and hands-on
skills, the school encourages many project-based
learning opportunities. STEAM night is a night of
fun and activities for the whole family.

Berean aims to encourage students’ curios-
ity and thinking outside the box in order to be
ready for a world where STEM/STEAM careers are

expected to grow faster than non-STEM/STEAM
careers. Not only are they learning about 3D print-
ed organs, they can also use VR sets to perform
surgeries. What else does the future hold?

Left: STEAM
encourages
more girls

to become
interest in
science fields
and careers
Far left:
Students
testing kayak
abilities in a
river using
circuits and
problem-
solving,
finding the
best method
to get
around rocks
to avoid
damage.
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The human
soul goes
through a flood
of emotions
during this time
on earth. They
lead an individ-
ual to unmea-
surable joy or

Lonely

was a pro at
dealing with little
ones. Yet, when
we pulled out
of the driveway,
our last sight of
Lacey was her
face plastered
to the living

insufferable
sadness. Of all
these emotions,
perhaps none is as ravag-
ing as loneliness. My life
has been filled with love
and Amy and | have spent
the last 50 years in mar-
ital bliss. Our spats have
been few, and some have
been heated, but through
it all, we've been together.
The loneliness that | have
experienced is from differ-
ent sources.

Loneliness is no stranger
to any person who'’s spent
a few years on this planet.
Children experience lone-
liness whenever their
parents aren’t at home
constantly. | remember the
first time Amy and | went
out for an evening after
Lacey was born. Kate, our
babysitter for that evening,

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Come worship with us
New Beverly
Baptist Church

3320 New Beverly Church Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37918
Rev. Eddie Sawyer, Pastor

www.newbeverly.org
856-546-0001

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 p.m.

Bus Ministry -

For transportation call 546-0001.

room window.
She cried as if
we’'d abandoned
her. She was fine, but her
parents were crushed. We
felt miserable the entire
evening. Over our meal,
we talked about Lacey,
and the “date night” was
cut short so that we could
rush home to check on our
child. Little did we know
that our daughter would be
a free spirit who couldn’t
wait to separate from us
and begin her college life.

During high school, cou-
ples who break up can
be subject to loneliness.
I had enough experience
with it as girlfriend after
girlfriend called for an
end to our dating. After
spending so much time
with a female, | found dif-
ficulty in filling my time. |
wanted to make amends
for my shortcomings with
those girls so that we could
once again become cou-
ples. Of course, no reunion
ever occurred. For the lon-
gest time, | was lonely.
Something in my being
required the company of a
girlfriend.

Amy and | were sepa-
rated for a few months. |
moved back to Knoxville to
begin my teaching career
at Doyle High School,
and she remained in
Cookeville to attend class-
es at Tennessee Tech.
Those weeks were times
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Decisions, Direction and
Knowing God’s Will

of misery, and as soon as
school ended on Fridays,
| was speeding down
Interstate 40 to see her.
We both lived with our par-
ents, but loneliness filled
our hearts and minds,
even though we were with
family.

Our son Dallas passed
suddenly in September
2024. We were with him
until the end, and we know
that he is in a place where
his suffering is finished
and we know that we will
see him again one day.
Still, the loneliness that
hits without him being
here is both emotionally
and physically painful. His
absence leads to tears,
anger and questions. The
answers will come after
this time on earth.

What | feel is loneliness.
I miss his nightly phone
calls. We discussed UT
sports, politics, television
shows and other topics.
Sometimes our entire
conversations were noth-
ing more than swapping
jokes. Since he’d moved
back from Chattanooga,
our relationship had devel-
oped to the point that we
were best friends. Our
best times were spent sit-
ting on the porch or cooling
ourselves in the pool. We
alternated days on which
we played each other’s
music.

We're not the first nor
the last parents to lose a
child. It’'s not normal, not
the way things are sup-
posed to be. I'm especial-
ly lonely today, February 4.
It's his birthday.

HARDIN VALLEY
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Life at times
can be confus-
ing. The twists,
the turns, and
the expectan-
cies often leave
us feeling lost
and uncertain.
One moment
we seem to be
sailing smooth-
ly, and the next,
we're tossed
about in stormy seas that
make it extremely difficult
to navigate. When a direc-
tion requires a decision
to be made, it can some-
times be hard to discern
the best path forward.
Even with the greatest of
plans and intentions, the
unpredictability of life can
throw us off course, leav-
ing us confused, frustrated
and searching for answers.
Compounding the already
difficulty of knowing what
to do, with all of the voices
around us and within us,
life can become downright
overwhelming.

I, like many of you, have
found it sometimes diffi-
cult to know exactly what
God’s will would be at any
given moment about any
certain decision. People
sometimes believe pastors
wake up to angels whoillu-
minate the room and write
coded messages across
the wall revealing secrets
that only some spiritual
elite are privy to. Or maybe
when we open our Bibles
we hear angelic sympho-
nies that harmonize a
specific message of clear
revelation as to exactly
everything we're supposed
to do. While | wished that
this was true, it is only a

By Justin Pratt,
Clear Springs Baptist
Church Senior Pastor

delusion on the
part of those
who might think
it. Pastors, like
everyone else,
must learn to
navigate the
perplexities
of life. This is
an area that
we all have in
common. We
all have person-
al, parental, emotional,
and financial quandaries.
When deciding the direc-
tion for our families, we
don’t always know in the
immediate what is best.
Should a decision regard-
ing aging parents and their
care need to be made, it
can be concerning and
confusing. If we are facing
a health crisis and having
to deliberate through con-
flicting opinions it can be
terrifying. From making
choices that involve our
families, finances, and
health to decisions made
regarding our jobs, where
we live, or what we do with
our kids it can sometimes
feel incomprehensible.
Some of these massively
important decisions will
breed fear and anxiety
when clarity is an issue.

Something | am learn-
ing is that in the prepara-
tion to do God’s will, | must
ensure that | have clarity
from God’s Word. How can
we claim to know God, if
we don’t know His Word?
It is how He most clearly
reveals Himself. How can
we be obedient to the will
of God, if we don't start
with obedience to the
Word of God? | have come
to this conclusion:
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| don’t always have to
have clarity on God’s will
if | am confident in God’s
Word.

If that raises objections,
trust me, | understand.
When the thought made its
way to the prefrontal cortex
of my brain, | protested the
idea. The original contem-
plation was contrary to
how | have always thought
and conflicted as to how
| had been trained. I've
been told most of my life
to ‘FIND’ the will of God,
to ‘KNOW’ the will of God,
and then just do it! To even
think that it would be ok
to not have complete clar-
ity on the will of God sent
sensors off in my mind,
red lights in my brain, and
antennas up over my head.
Recently, God has estab-
lished something that |
wished | had connected
with earlier. Truth is, | have
spent most of my adult
life more concerned about
the direction | was going
than the dialogue with
God | was having. Most
of my energy and effort
has been expended on
trying to figure out a spe-
cific direction rather than
just knowing and trust-
ing His specific promises.
Contained in His Word: The
Bible.

So, I'm ok with accept-
ing that | may not always
have clarity on His will, but
I must always be confident
in His Word. You probably
want a verse for this, | did
too, and God gave it to
me. In the great chapter
of faith, Hebrews 11, says,
“Abraham when we was
called to go out ... obeyed;

__Continue on page 4
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The Fall of Congressman John Jennings, I

By Ray Hill
rayhill365@gmail.com

For the decade from
1940-1951, the congress-
man from Tennessee’s reli-
ably Republican Second
Congressional District was
John Jennings. Bald on top,
bespectacled, a very good
speaker and an equally
good lawyer who had once
served as a chancellor,
Jennings was commonly
known as “Judge.” When
J. Will Taylor died sudden-
ly on November 14, 1939,
Republicans in the Second
District hastily called a
convention to nominate
a candidate to run in the
special election being held
in December. Jennings
fought a hard contest with
Erby Jenkins, also a lawyer
practicing in Knoxville, to
win the GOP nomination for
Congress. The Democrats
nominated perhaps the
best candidate available
to them, state Senator
Hammond Fowler, who was
young, vigorous and also a
good orator at a time when
being able to express a
cogent thought mattered.
Indeed, Jennings was con-
sidered one of the best
platform speakers of his
time and was known for his
salty language.

Democrats took the
race seriously and Senator
Kenneth McKellar raised
money for Fowler's cam-
paign. As the elec-
tion returns came in on
December 30, 1939, it was
apparent John Jennings
had won. The final tally
showed Jennings with
60.16% and Fowler with
39.84% of the votes cast.
Jennings sought a full two-
yeartermin 1940 and beat
Democrat Clay James by
less than 10,000 votes,
a percentage of rough-
ly 56%. Two years later,
Democrats nominated
John T. O’Connor, the highly
popular former mayor of
Knoxville who had very
nearly beaten J. Will Taylor
in 1936. Unfortunately
for O'Connor, 1942 was a
good year for Republicans
nationally, unlike 1936.
Whereas Clay James had
carried only one county in
1940, John T. O’Connor car-
ried three, including Knox.
Even then, the vote tally
inside Knox County was
very close. O’Connor won
8,171 votes as compared
to 7,999 for Congressman
Jennings.

John Jennings never
managed to truly entrench
himself inside the Second
District, nor were his win-
ning margins, with a couple
of exceptions, outstanding.
Jennings initially got along
well with the only other con-
gressional Republican from
Tennessee, Congressman
Carroll Reece from the First
District, but eventually a
rivalry developed between
the two. Jennings was a
vocal and strong support-
er of Thomas E. Dewey, the
governor of New York, for
the 1944 GOP presidential
nomination. Reece was
more friendly to the can-
didacy of Ohio Governor
John W. Bricker, who was
considered more con-
servative than Dewey.

Reece voluntarily gave up
his seat in the House of
Representatives in 1946 to
assume the chairmanship
of the Republican National
Committee. Reece was
by far the most prominent
Tennessee Republican on
the national stage, which
likely caused addition-
al friction between him
and Judge Jennings. The
successor to Reece in
Tennessee’s First District
was Dayton Phillips, who
was not affiliated with
the powerful Reece orga-
nization and was philo-
sophically distant from
his predecessor. Phillips
was one of the very few
Republicans in the House
of Representatives who
had voted against the Taft
- Hartley Bill, as well as
voting to uphold President
Truman’s veto of the Taft -
Hartley legislation. Carroll
Reece was deeply appalled
by Phillips’ apostasy. While
Jennings was a supporter
of Taft-Hartley, the con-
gressman aligned him-
self with Phillips in a bid to
supplant the Reece orga-
nization. Reece had been
Tennessee’s Republican
National Committeeman
since 1939 when he had
picked up the title following
the death of J. Will Taylor.
Reece was also close-
ly allied with Guy Smith,
editor of the Knoxville
Journal, which was a proud
and vociferous Republican
newspaper. If the
Republican Party had an
official press organ in the
Volunteer State, it was the
Journal under Guy Smith.
Indeed, Guy Smith was the
chairman of Tennessee’s
Republican Party during
the 1948 campaign. Once
again, Congressman John
Jennings was strongly
backing Tom Dewey, while
Carroll Reece was thought
to be friendly to the candi-
dacy of U.S. Senator Robert
A. Taft of Ohio. Reece had
tried very hard to remain
neutral as he was still chair-
man of the RNC, but once
Dewey was nominated, the
New York governor replaced
Reece with Pennsylvania
Congressman Hugh Scott.

Almost nobody thought
President Harry Truman
had a snowball’s chance in
hell of beating Tom Dewey
in the general election.
The Republicans had won
large majorities in both the
House and Senate under
Carroll Reece’s leader-
ship with the slogan “Had
Enough?” which summa-
rized the American people’s
frustrations with the depri-
vations during the Second
World War. GOP candi-
dates campaigned confi-
dently, and John Jennings
appeared to be in the cat-
bird seat as it would be he,
rather than Carroll Reece,
who would control federal
patronage under a Dewey
Administration.

Like most everyone else,
Carroll Reece thought
1948 would be an even
bigger Republican year
than 1946. Tennessee’s
Democratic Party was shat-
tered by brutal primary

battles for both the guber-
natorial and senatorial
nominations. Governor
Jim Nance McCord, who
had instituted the sales
tax, found that not even the
teachers, who had benefit-
ted the most from the tax (it
had largely been dedicated
to education), were grate-
ful. While Tennesseans
liked the free textbooks,
they didn’t care for the tax
and ousted McCord in favor
of former Governor Gordon
Browning, who had left
office in 1938 as one of the
most badly beaten chief
executives in Tennessee’s
history.

The contest for the
Democratic nomination for
the United States Senate
was a three-way contest
between Chattanooga
Congressman Estes
Kefauver, incumbent
Senator Tom Stewart and
John Mitchell. E. H. Crump,
master of the Shelby
County political organiza-
tion, had informed Senator
Stewart his political
machine would no longer
support him. Apparently,
the Memphis Boss had
believed Stewart would
meekly retire. Instead, the
senator fired off an incan-
descent blast in Crump’s
direction and announced
he was running again.
Crump had settled his
support on John Mitchell,
who was an unknown cir-
cuit court judge from
Cookeville. Crump had
never even met Mitchell.
Senator McKellar did not
think well of Crump dump-
ing his junior colleague and
doubted the wisdom of sup-
porting Mitchell even more.
It soon became readily
apparent Kefauver was fast
gaining ground and Crump
quite nearly pulled his sup-
port from Mitchell, thinking
to back Stewart once again.
The Kefauver campaign
announced that was pre-
cisely what the Memphis
Boss proposed to do, which
caused Crump to jerk back
his hand and huff that he
had never withdrawn his
support from a candidate
once given. Kefauver won
with only a plurality of the
votes cast, followed by
Senator Stewart. Judge
Mitchell carried only his
home county of Putham
and Crump’s Shelby County.
Years later, Kefauver’s
campaign manager Judge

Congressman John Jennings Jr.

Charles Neese told me with
a snort that had Crump
simply stuck with Stewart,
Kefauver would have been
unable to win.

For the first time in
more than a decade, the
McKellar-Crump alliance
had been rebuffed in a
statewide election. Carroll
Reece saw an opportu-
nity and became a candi-
date for the United States
Senate. The truth of the
matter is the GOP only
fielded one truly serious
GOP candidate for the U S.
Senate since Tennesseans
first began popularly elect-
ing senators in 1916. That
year former Governor Ben
W. Hooper faced then-
Congressman Kenneth D.
McKellar and won 45% of
the vote. Guy Smith and
Tennessee Republicans,
with the Democrats
being blown into pieces
both nationally and in
Tennessee, put togeth-
er what they believed was
an excellent ticket: Carrol
Reece for U.S. senator and
Roy Acuff for governor.
Even then Roy Acuff was
a massively popular enter-
tainer in every venue of the
time: radio, motion pictures
and the stage.

Nationally, Democrats
had splintered; Truman
was the regular Democratic
nominee, while South
Carolina Governor Strom
Thurmond was the nomi-
nee of the States’ Rights
Democrats (“Dixiecrats”),
and former Vice President
Henry A. Wallace was the
Progressive Party candi-
date. Many Tennessee
Democrats were nervous
by the ominous silence
emanating from Memphis,
where E. H. Crump had
uttered not a peep about
the Browning-Kefauver
ticket. Crump made his
fellow Democrats even
more nervous when he
issued a statement endors-
ing Strom Thurmond over
Harry Truman. Senator
McKellar, saying pointed-
ly he was a Democrat and
remained a Democrat,
endorsed President Truman
and the Democratic ticket.

Carroll Reece genuinely
believed there was good
reason to believe Crump
would bolt the state ticket
as well as the national.
Reece thought with the sup-
port of Crump and Shelby
County he and Roy Acuff
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stood a good chance of
winning the election, espe-
cially with the expected tri-
umph of Governor Dewey.
There were more than a few
prognosticators of the day
who thought Dewey had a
better-than-fair chance of
carrying Tennessee as well.
The Reece-Acuff ticket
began a tour of Tennessee,
which featured Acuff and
his Smoky Mountain Boys
performing, followed by
a speech from Reece.
Democrats were jolted by
the fact Reece and Acuff
were attracting audienc-
es well into the thousands
wherever they campaigned.

Election Day popped
the bubble of the pollsters
who, almost to a man, had
predicted the election of
Thomas E. Dewey. So,
too, did Republicans take
a beating in the congres-
sional contests, losing nine
seats in the U.S. Senate
and 75 seats in the House
of Representatives. Carroll
Reece and Roy Acuff won
roughly a third of the votes
in their races for the U.S.
Senate and the gover-
norship. Worse still, the
returns inside Tennessee’s
Second Congressional
District showed Reece and
Acuff running behind Tom
Dewey’s showing. Nobody
was more stunned by the
returns from Tennessee’s
Second Congressional
District than Guy Smith.
Where Tom Dewey had car-
ried Knox County with more
than 21,000 votes, Gordon
Browning had tallied better
than 23,000 over Roy
Acuff. Estes Kefauver won
Knox County with 20,000
votes while both Carroll
Reece and Roy Acuff
totaled under 16,000.
The ordinary Republican
vote was down in both the
First and Second Districts
and Guy Smith cast a

gimlet eye in the direction
of Congressmen Dayton
Phillips and John Jennings.
Smith insisted it was plain
as day the two had under-
cut Reece and Acuff.

Jennings had been chal-
lenged inside the GOP pri-
mary in 1948 by Hobart
Atkins, a local attor-
ney. Atkins had pressed
Jennings hard, losing by
only 2,407 votes. The fail-
ure of Thomas E. Dewey
to win the presidency
was a major blow to John
Jennings, who was perhaps
the New York governor’s
most prominent supporter
south of the Mason-Dixon
Line.

The seeds had been
planted and they began to
grow following the 1948
election. Guy Smith was
absolutely determined to
remove both John Jennings
and Dayton Phillips from the
House of Representatives.

Phillips, a bachelor at the
time, had few or no hobbies
aside from his job and had
been quite popular with
working people through-
out the First Congressional
District. Twice before
Dayton Phillips had beaten
candidates supported
by the powerful Reece
organization inside the
Republican primaries. It
quickly became readi-
ly apparent only one can-
didate could beat Dayton
Phillips, if he could be
beaten at all. Having been
defeated for the Senate
and there no possibility of
any kind of Cabinet position
inside a GOP administra-
tion, the only option avail-
able to Carroll Reece for
continued government ser-
vice was to try and reclaim
his seat in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Guy Smith had several
effective weapons at his
disposal in his quest to
remove Congressman John
Jennings from public office.
Smith was still chairman of
Tennessee’s Republican
Party and had ready
access to donors to fund
a campaign. Guy Smith
was closely allied with the
Reece organization and
most importantly, he had
the Knoxville Journal at his
fingertips. John Jennings
never got any good pub-
licity from the Journal fol-
lowing the 1948 election;
oftentimes, the publicity
he received surpassed the
negative to the downright
savage. Editor Smith didn’t
give a fig who knew he was
after the political scalps of
John Jennings and Dayton
Phillips. The Journal would
lavish praise upon Carroll
Reece and converse-
ly ladle out acid in print
on the writhing bodies of
Congressmen Jennings and
Phillips.

It became abundant-
ly clear to both Dayton
Phillips and John Jennings
they were in a fight for
their political lives. It was
a contest where no quarter
would be asked, and none

given.
© 2025 Ray Hill
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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

If you've lived in Knox County
over the years you are probably
familiar with or have voted for Bud
Armstrong. Did you know he was a
high school track star and is an avid
baseball fan? How did he get the
nickname “Bud”?

The Knoxville Focus caught up
with Armstrong recently and asked
some questions, he replied and you
might find the answers interesting.

Tell us about your days at Carter High
School.

It was a wonderful time in my
life. | was involved in many activi-
ties and clubs. It was a time when
young people could live life without
fear. | was on the track and foot-
ball teams and held many individu-
al and relay track and field records.
Academically | was sports editor
on the Dial newspaper staff. | was
a member of the National Honor
Society, Key Club, Quill and Scroll
Club and Spanish Club and was
elected Most Dependable and vice
president of my senior class.

How did you pick up the nickname
“Bud”?

My father was named Richard
Bernard Armstrong after my Great-
uncle Richard Armstrong and my
Great-uncle Bernard Amis. | was a
Junior and | was called Buddy until |
entered college because my mother
did not like the name Richard or
Bernard.

As | got older, she started refer-
ring to me as “Bud” and it stuck. My
father was Richard, my great-uncle
was Richard, my father-in-law was
Richard and my brother-in-law is
Richard. As you can see, “Bud” is a
safe place for me. When | entered
elementary school, they called
“Richard” on the roll and | didn’t
answer. | had never been called
Richard before.

What did you want to be as a child and
how did you become interested in law?

This will sound corny but my
favorite show was Perry Mason with
Raymond Burr. | never knew a time
that | didn’t dream of being a lawyer.
However, life often gets in the way
of dreams. | was emancipated at 17

Decisions, Direction and

and life became a struggle. It took a
while to achieve mine.

You’ve had many positions including
Knox County Law Director. What was or
is your favorite office and why?

Probably as county commissioner.
| was young and energetic in political
office at the time. | worked directly
with the people of my district. And |
dearly loved them. While serving as
county commissioner for the Eighth
District of Knox County, | was fortu-
nate to work with some great people.
Among them were Representative
Tim Burchett, then the county mayor;
state Representative Dave Wright,
then a commissioner; and Mike
McMillian, late commissioner and
school board member. Collectively,
we were able to help the citizens
of the Eighth District get two long-
awaited schools, Carter Elementary
and Gibbs Middle schools. Those
were hard but rewarding times.

As law director, we were able to
save the citizens of Knox County over
$20,000,000 dollars in tax revenue
through litigation and management
of Workers Compensation programs
(County and Board of Education).

As chancellor of Chancery Court
Part Il of the 6th District of the State
of Tennessee, | have many oppor-
tunities to assist citizens with their
problems and hopefully deliver fair
and equitable solutions to them
according to the law.

What are your duties as chancellor?

The chancellor is a judge over the
chancery court. This court is a court
of law and is the traditional notion
of fair play and substantial justice.
Chancery court deals with more than
liquidated damages. In Knox County,
we preside over such issues as pro-
bate, contract disputes, adoptions,
divorces, conservatorships, real
estate, land use and zoning, admin-
istrative hearings, appeals, and
much more. Chancery court issues
are often addressed with remedies
beyond money.

What are your hobbies or interests?

To many people, my interest
would be boring. | like baseball
as a sport. Patti Jo and | used to
go to St. Louis during the summer
season and catch weekend games

Chancellor Bud Armstrong

and be back for work on Monday.
| have met many ball players and
have had many as personal friends
like Bill Murphy of the White Sox
And Steve Searcy of Detroit. | had
an afternoon with Stan Musial and
an evening with Joe Garagiola and
Yogi Berra. Joe’s granddaughter
Meigan Garagiola and | met in St.
Louis when the Cardinals hamed a
street in the Italian District “Hall of
Fame Way” in honor of Joe and Yogi.
Yogi gave me a signed ball and a
card as a gift.

| enjoy reading. Louis Lamour was
my favorite author growing up. | was
fortunate to become friends with
him later in life through my Uncle
Bill. He used to send me advance
copies of his book signed.

| also enjoy studying the Bible
and attending my church, Clear
Springs Baptist in Corryton. Jesus
Christ is my Lord and Savior and my
Blessing in Life. We spend a lot of
time together.

Howwouldyou like to be remembered?

As a Christian, a good husband
and a fair and truthful man who
loved his God, his wife, his commu-
nity and his country.
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What is a
Bench Trial?

We have all
seen a TV show
a movie where
the main charac-
ters are passion-
ately arguing their
case to the jury

beneficial in
cases Wwhere
the evidence is
highly technical
or specialized, as
the judge, who
is often experi-

of 12 people who enced in such
will decide what : matters, can
occurs. What  ByJedidiah better under-
many people McKeehan stand and weigh
do not realize is jed@attorney- the evidence
that many trials knoxville.com without needing

are decided only
by a judge, and no jury is
present.

This means that the judge
is responsible for hear-
ing the evidence, making
determinations of the law,
and ultimately rendering
a verdict. Bench trials are
common in both civil and
criminal cases, especial-
ly in situations where legal
issues are complex or where
there is a desire to expedite
the proceedings. For exam-
ple, divorce and custody
cases are never heard by a
jury, but only by a judge.

One of the key advan-
tages of a bench trial is
its efficiency. Without the
need for jury selection and
the various accommoda-
tions required for jurors,
the process can be signifi-
cantly quicker. Bench trials
are less formal and can
proceed in a more stream-
lined manner and there is
often less need for theat-
rics and big showy perfor-
mances from the lawyers
because they are only talk-
ing to the judge who is famil-
iar with the attorneys and
the issues that are being
presented.

This can be particularly

“Breatle B
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to explain it to a
lay jury.

Crazy enough, on some
cases, the people involved
in the case, such as a car
wreck case, get to decide
whether they want to ask for
ajury trial or not. Choosing a
bench trial also means that
the fate of the case rests
solely in the hands of the
judge. This can be advanta-
geous if the legal issues are
in favor of the party choos-
ing the bench trial, but it can
also be risky if the judge’s
interpretation of the law is
not favorable.

In making the decision
between a bench trial and
a jury trial, parties often
consider factors such as
the complexity of the case,
the nature of the evidence,
and the potential biases of
ajury. Definitely consult with
your lawyer before decid-
ing whether a jury trial or a
bench trial is an option and
which one they believe will
most benefit your case.

Jedidiah McKeehan is
an attorney practicing in
Knox County and surround-
ing counties. Visit attor-
ney-knoxville.com for more
information about this and
other legal issues.
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Knowing God’s Will

and went out, not knowing
where he went.” No map,
no direction, no exact word
on exactly where he was
headed. Just go. The patri-
arch didn’t exactly know
the direction, but he knew
God’s Word. Abraham
learned a valuable lesson
as should we: That follow-
ing God is more about rest-
ing in His Sovereignty than
wrestling with our ambigu-
ity. | am learning that for

me to embrace God’s will
for my life, | must transfer
confidence from my minus-
cule capacity to under-
stand what’s going on, to
God’s omniscient and clear
directives from His Word.
God’s purpose may not
always be explained and
God’s path may not always
seem clear, but we can rest
assured that His promises
are unblemished and well-
defined. C.H. Spurgeon
said, “When you cannot

trace His hand, you can
always trust His heart.”
His heart is on the pages
of your Bible and He has a
promise for you. So, if you
have a big or scary decision
in your life and you’re not
certain what to do, let me
leave you with this: Trust
in the LORD with all thine
heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy
paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6).
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL
Lady Spartans ‘steal’ a win from Catholic

By Steve Williams

Although the Webb School
girls won at Knoxville Catholic
57-50 on Jan. 24, Coach Greg
Hernandez knew the rematch at
Webb wouldn’t be an easy one
Friday night.

“That’s a two-time defending
state champion,” said Hernandez
after his Lady Spartans pulled out
a 50-43 win in overtime. “We're
trying to accomplish something
that they’'ve already done. They
understand what it takes to win.

“That’s why once they went
down, they were able to come
back and tie it and go into over-
time,” added Hernandez. “We lit-
erally had to steal that (win) from
them.

“And that’s why I'm so proud
of our girls. There were multiple
times that they could have quit
and they didn't.”

After the Catholic girls took
a one-point lead (41-40) at the
beginning of the four-minute over-
time period, Webb’s Cailyn Taylor
hit a 3-pointer from the right wing
for a two-point lead (43-41). Two
free throws by Catholic's Maggie
Frana tied the score at 43-all with
2:45 on the clock, but that would
be the last points Coach Travis
Mains' Lady Irish would score.

Webb standout Meeyah Green
took over and scored the game’s
final seven points for the victory.

Green, a Clemson commit,
totaled 22 points in her

— Continue on page 4

TMSAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT TIME

—
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Bearden's Brian Tate Jr. is surrounded by taller Tennessee Middle School players during
a stop in play last week. Tate, a talented point guard, scored 10 points and helped lead
the Bruins to a 51-32 quarterfinal win in the AAA Sectional.

Bruins reach ‘Sweet Sixteen’
and look for more

By Steve Williams

Bearden Coach Ben Zorio said his
team’s 51-32 victory over Tennessee
Middle Wednesday night put the Bruins
in the “Sweet Sixteen” of the TMSAA state
tournament for just the second time and
left them only one victory shy of tying the
school record of 22 wins.

“I thought the way we just came out at
the start and imposed our will on them
defensively (was the key to the win),” said
Zorio after the Bruins’ one-sided win at
Clinton Middle.

The Bearden coach felt his team showed
a “little bit of rust” on offense after having
almost a two-week break, but created
some offense with its defense.

The Bruins (21-1) increased their 11-5
first period lead to 30-13 by halftime.

Isaac Kannah scored 14 points to lead
Bearden, while Jamerson Moore tallied
11 and Brian Tate Jr. 10. Nine of Kannah'’s
points came in the second period. The
Bruins also got eight points each from

Paxton Tedford and Dontae Campbell.

The Bristol team was led by Caden
Lambert’s seven points.

Bearden’s Thursday night showdown
with East Hamilton was postponed due
to tornado warnings and rescheduled for
Saturday. The winner of that contest would
play in tonight’s (Feb. 10) Sectional finals,
with a trip to the TMSAA’s Final Four on
the line.

“It's exciting anytime you get to this
point,” said Zorio. “Any team you’re play-
ing is going to be capable of winning.”

The Bruins made it to the Sweet Sixteen
the first season (2020-21) the current
TMSSA state tournament format started.

Zorio said the win over Tennessee
Middle was a “team effort,” and he added
that Campbell was like a coach on the
floor.

“You always like to have somebody that
can be an extension of the coach on the
floor and | think Dontae does that as far
as just being a positive leader and being
a good encourager.”

Webb's Meeyah
Green (24)
and Ivy Napier
(12) celebrate
during a
timeout after

a big 3-point
shot against
Knoxville
Catholic
Friday. The
top-ranked
Lady Spartans
won in
overtime,
50-43.
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Jayden Davis
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Golden Bears outlast
East Lake to advance to
sectional championship

By Ken Lay

Vine Middle School boys
basketball coach Jadarius
Suber knew that his team
would be in for a battle
Thursday night.

It was one that the
Golden Bears ultimately
won. But it was anything
but easy.

“We knew this was going
to be atough game,” Suber
said after his veteran and
battled-tested squad cap-
tured a 56-52 victory over
Chattanooga’s East Lake
Academy of Fine Arts in
the Section 1-AA semifi-
nals at Anderson County
High School. “We knew
this game would go down
to the last minute or last
five minutes.

“l told them before the
fourth quarter that you
need to get it in your head
that we're going to win the
game.”

The Golden Bears didn’t
seal their victory and
their berth in the section
championship game until
Marcus Webb knocked
down a pair of free throws
with 9.4 seconds remain-
ing in the contest.

Vine (21-1) appeared to
be in control of the con-
test early in the fourth
quarter as it took a 50-40

lead when William Dixson
buried a 3-point shot with
4 minutes, 25 seconds
left to play in the contest.
The Wildcats, however,
didn’t go quietly.

Facing a 10-point deficit,
East Lake went on a 12-2
run and tied the game,
52-52, when Sincere King
made a basket with 1:35
to go.

The Golden Bears
regained the lead for good
when Julius Young scored
to make it 54-52 a short
time later. Young, one of
the top middle school post
players in Knox County,
however, wasn’t in the
game over the final minute
as he fouled out with 59.3
seconds left.

His fifth foul sent Kice
Thornton to the free throw
line with a chance to pull
the Wildcats even. King,
however, missed both foul
shots enabling the Golden
Bears to cling to their slim
54-52 advantage.

After a few tense
moments, Webb was able
to salt the game away for
the Golden Bears, who are
still in search of Knoxville’s
first middle school state
championship despite
winning three consecutive
Knox County Tournament

championships.

It was a total team
effort for Vine against
the Wildcats. The Golden
Bears had four players
post double figures in the
scoring column.

Jahmir Kimbrough,
Webb and Dixson scored
12 points for Vine. Young
finished with 10 points
despite being saddled
with foul trouble through-
out much of the contest.
Keyvon Booker and Donte’
Torrens had two points

“We got scoring from
all over the place,” Suber
said. “Keyvon Booker
came in and the first thing
he did was score and we
really needed that.”

East Lake served notice
early that it came to play
Thursday night as it
darted out to an early 4-0
lead before the Golden
Bears finished the open-
ing frame with a 20-11
surge to open a five-point
lead.

East Lake narrowed
the margin to 27-25 by
halftime.

King kept the Wildcats
within striking distance
as he had 17 of his game-
high 26 points in the first
half. He was one of only

—Continue on page 2
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Elite Frye wins ﬁrst-ever career wrestling match at Halls tournament

By Ken Lay

Elite Frye had a big day on
the wrestling mat recently.
For a few brief moments,
he was a star.

It was a day of firsts for
Frye, an 8-year-old ath-
lete who hails from an ath-
letic family. On Saturday,
Feb. 1, Frye wrestled his
first match as he grappled
in an exhibition match
against his cousin, Boone
Humphrey.

Frye and Humphrey bat-
tled to open an AAU meet at
Halls High School with Frye
scoring a pin in the waning
moments of the match.

Frye, who has Down syn-
drome, began wrestling to
follow in the footsteps of
his older brothers.

“All his brothers and
cousins wrestle,” his
mother Elisha Humphrey
Frye said. “He wants to do
everything his older broth-
ers do.

“He always goes to prac-
tice with me when | take his
brothers. Some days, he
goes through the drills and
on some days, he plays.”

Elite has two broth-
ers, Eason and Cael, and
a younger sister Envyee.
He began following in his

PHOTO BY KEN LAY.

Elite Frye has his hand raised to signify his victory over his opponent and cousin Boone Humphrey after a recent ex-
hibition match at Halls High School.

brothers’ footsteps in 2020
when he played tee ball.
Athletics, particular-
ly wrestling, is big in his
family. Elite’s uncle, Cody

Humphrey, wrestled at
Halls and now coaches the
community’s youth team.
His other uncle, Shannon
Sayne, had a stellar high

TMSAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT TIME

Strong Seymour team is playing
the waiting game

By Steve Williams

March Madness hasn’t
arrived yet, but February
Fever has, particularly on
the middle school basket-
ball scene.

Seymour got off to win-
ning start in AAA Sectional
play last Wednesday, elimi-
nating Hardin Valley 50-37
in a physical battle at
Clinton Middle.

Now the Eagles are play-
ing the waiting game. They
got their semifinal game in
Thursday with a win over
Greeneville before torna-
do warnings postponed
the Bearden versus East
Hamilton semifinal match
later that night.

Bearden was resched-
uled to play East Hamilton
Saturday afternoon, with
the winner advancing to the
AAA Sectional finals tonight
(Feb. 10) at 7 at Clinton
Middle.

It's been worth the wait
for Seymour, knowing it is
one win away from the AAA
state tourney's Final Four.

The Eagles showed what
type of team they had in
their quarterfinal win over
Hardin Valley last week

school career with the Red
Devils and was a state
champion. He’s now Halls
High's head coach.

Elisha and her sister,

Stephanie Humphrey
Sayne, were softball stars
at Halls and went on to
play at the University of
Tennessee. Elisha also had

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Seymour Coach Dave Leist intently watches the action on the court from the end of his bench as his Eagles squared off
with Hardin Valley in a AAA Sectional quarterfinal game at Clinton Middle School last Wednesday night.

- tough and strong.

“Just being strong, play-
ing strong through it,” said
Coach Dave Leist, pointing

TMSAA Tournament
Scores and Schedule

Saturday, Feb. 8
BOYS
AAA Sectional
Semifinals
Bearden 71, East
Hamilton 43

GIRLS
AAA Sectional Finals
West Valley 40,
Sevier Co. 29
(WV advances to
Final Four)

Monday, Feb. 10

BOYS
AA Sectional Finals
At Anderson County
High
6 - Vine vs. Norris

AAA Sectional Finals
At Clinton Middle
School
7 - Seymour vs.
Bearden

out the key to the win over
the Hawks. “It was a battle
out there. Anybody that
watched that game man

knows it was a fight and
two teams fighting. You

have to give Hardin Valley

a lot of credit. They battled

Hardin Valley
team gives Tay a
special good-bye

Tay Thomas played his last game on the Hardin
Valley Middle School basketball team on Saturday,

Feb. 1.

Tay and his teammates defeated the Hunter-
Ooltewah Hawks that day to advance in the TMSAA

tournament.

Tate wouldn’t be able to continue playing on
the Hardin Valley team because his family was
moving to Nebraska, said HV Assistant Principal
and Athletic Director Scott Stooksbury.

In addition to celebrating the victory, the Hardin
Valley players, parents and fans gave Tay his own
special going-away celebration after the game.

Tay was touched by it all.

“It's hard,” he said. “But you got to keep going

... and push.”

STEVE WILLIAMS

and fought tooth and nail.
“It kind of went back and

forth,” added Leist. “But so

many times things happen

a tenure as the Lady Devils’
head coach after serving
as an assistant under leg-
endary Gibbs coach Carol
Mitchell. Stephanie is also
a former director of soft-
ball operations for the Lady
Vols.

Elite’s match was intend-
ed to raise awareness for
Down syndrome but it
was also a big moment for
Halls wrestling and for the
Humphrey Family.

“It was a special moment
for us,” Cody Humphrey
said. “He’s grown up in the
(wrestling) room.

“We'll work with him just
like we will any wrestler and
I'm excited to watch him
wrestle more.”

Elite pinned his younger
cousin after taking a 17-4
lead in the exhibition bout
and had his hand tradition-
ally raised by the referee
in front of the packed gym
at Halls. He also received
a medal commemorating
the first of what his family
hopes is many more victo-
ries on the mats wearing
the Red Devils’ colors.

where maybe it didn’t go
our way or we didn't get a
foul called or we kind of
got hammered and no call,
which happened on both
ends.

“But our guys didn’t quit.
They kept going in. They
kept attacking and kept
doing the things we talked
about.

“I know our guard (KikKi
Bohanan) was looking a
little injured, but he didn't
stop though. He Kkept
attacking.”

Ethan Roper led Seymour
with 18 points, includ-
ing 12 in the second half.
Luke Carr contributed 10
points, firing in two 3-point-
ers and sinking 2 of 2 free
throws. Bohanan chipped
in six, Bryson Comer five
and Peyton Davis four.

Abe Derenski and Ayden
Perry each scored nine
points to lead Hardin Valley.
Tyson Butcher added eight
and Winston Barnes six.

The Hawks were whis-
tled for 15 team fouls and
the Eagles 10. HV made
5 of 11 free throws and
Seymour 4 of 10.

Golden Bears outlast
East Lake to advance to
sectional championship

Cont. frompage 1

four Wildcats to score in
the contest. Thornton
scored 17 points, includ-
ing 14 in the second half.
Mike Woodley added nine
and Grady Escobar finished
with one.

With Thursday’s win, Vine
advanced to the sectional
championship game, which
will be played tonight (Feb.
10) at Anderson County
High School. Thursday’s
other semifinal between
Norris and Maury was post-
poned due to a tornado

warning. Tipoff for the
championship game is
slated for 6 p.m.

The Golden Bears also
had sectional tournament
wins over Madisonville (47-
13) on Saturday, Feb. 1
and Pigeon Forge (58-42)
on Wednesday.

In other tournament
games involving Knoxville
Area teams, the Cedar
Bluff boys, the Gibbs girls
and the Carter girls were
all eliminated in first-round
games on Feb. 1.
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Something special rlght in front of you

Sitting in the press box
or in some radio or televi-
sion booth
for many
years was
fun, and
the view
of the field
was always
spectacu-
lar. There
was food
and great camaraderie,
highlighted, in most cases,
by being seated at the right
hand of John Ward or Bob
Bell and interviewing the
visiting coach post-game.
There are all kinds of other
experiences you miss, as
well.

Visiting Shields-Watkins
Field/Neyland Stadium,
first opened in 1921 and
in the shadow of Ayres Hall
on Mary Fleming Meek’s
“Hallowed Hill,” is an exis-
tential experience and the
scene of many special
moments.

My wife, Susan, has
reminded me about one
specific happening after
the 2006 Georgia game.
We hadn’t sat together at
too many games, proba-
bly no more than 10 or so,
and that was in the mid-
1980s, so this moment was
exceptional.

The Vols won 51-33 that
October night in Sanford
Stadium in Athens, a
result produced by taking
advantage of a number
of Georgia turnovers and
other miscues.

Then came her pro-
nouncement after the game
from the stratosphere high
above the playing field.
“There’s nothing like win-
ning in somebody else’s
stadium and hearing the
band play the ‘Tennessee
Waltz,'” she said.

By Tom
Mattingly

Double Du

By Mark Nagi

A quarter

century ago,
Cleveland High School’s Vincent

That thought came home
after the Kentucky game at
Commonwealth Stadium a
year later and has been on
my mind ever since. ltwas a
moment in a late November
evening as the band struck
up that wonderful song, just
after the Vols had edged
the Wildcats 52-50 in four
overtimes. There were play-
ers in white and orange cel-
ebrating on the field and
fans doing likewise in the
stands.

We had seats next to the
band and really couldn’t
have missed it. Nor would
we have wanted to.

She was right. Consider
the “T” on the helmets.
Consider the “T” formed by
the “Pride of the Southland
Marching Band” before the
game and again at half-
time. As Mrs. Meek’s “Alma
Mater” (complete with solo
trumpet(s)) wafts its way
across Neyland Stadium,
there’s no place a Vol fan
would rather be.

There’s another “T” to
consider, however. The “T”
for Tennessee, as in the
“Tennessee Waltz.”

You'd have to be coma-
tose not to swell up a bit
when the band plays that
classic ode to lost love in
the Volunteer State. Some
people consider it just
another country song, but
there’s much more to it
than that. It's a little hard
to sing, but there are people
who can sing it, and sing it
well.

Inspired by Bill Monroe’s
“Kentucky Waltz,” Pee Wee
King and Redd Stewart
penned lyrics to an instru-
mental tune they'd been
playing. Stewart is alleged
to have emptied a match-
box and torn it open to write
down the lyrics.

“Between all the schools,
Tennessee has a tradition like no
“Tennessee

other,” said Hurst.

It was recorded in
December 1947, becom-
ing a No. 3 hit the follow-
ing year. Patti Page cut
her version in 1950, and
it was also an enormous
hit, topping the pop charts
and selling several million
copies. It ranked as one of
the biggest country cross-
overs ever.

In 1965, the “Tennessee
Waltz” became the fourth
official song of the state
of Tennessee, as adopted
by Senate Joint Resolution
No. 9 of the 84th General
Assembly.

It's right up there with,
and maybe well beyond,
“My Homeland, Tennessee”
by Nell Grayson Taylor
and Roy Lamont Smith
(1925); “When It's lIris
Time In Tennessee” by
Willa Mae Waid (1935);
“My Tennessee” by Francis
Hannah Tranum (1955);
and, no surprise, “Rocky
Top” by Boudleaux and
Felice Bryant (1982).

When Pee Wee King
died March 7, 2000, Bill
Lehrer's News Hour pro-
vided a memorable tribute,
with Page being shown sing-
ing those wonderful words.

There’s more. In May
1970, the University of
Tennessee paid tribute to
retiring president Andy Holt
at a dinner at the Faculty
Club on Neyland Drive, now
something called a “Visitors
Center.” Who knows what
it's called now. Careful
observers will remember
that the Faculty Club was
later kiboshed by a presi-
dential administration.

That was the night
Richard Nixon appeared at
Neyland Stadium, speaking
atthe Billy Graham Crusade.
Those who were present
with Dr. Holt probably got

ty for Lauren

| joke with my Mom and say | wish |
was terrible at one sport and could
just focus on the other, but | love

Ayres Hall is a special part of the ambience surrounding the history of the University of

Tennessee.

the better deal.

The University of
Tennessee Singers per-
formed at the gathering in
Dr. Holt’s honor, as they had
many times at programs
across the south that fea-
tured his homespun wit
and wisdom. It was a time
to express the university’s
appreciation for his tenure.
There were soft tears on
the cheeks of many in the
audience.

Just before they were to

- -

r

lot easier,”
basketball coach Bianca Hensley.
“She makes her teammates’ job a

sing the “Tennessee Waltz,”
director Guy Bockmon
announced that, in Dr.
Holt’s honor, the song would
be retired from the Singers’
repertoire, sung for the last
time that night. It was a
breathtaking moment. As
a result, it's hard for those
of us who were there not to
think of Dr. Holt when the
song is played or sung.

As state songs go, this
oneisright at the top. It has
survived the test of time

said Cleveland girls

and made all of us, regard-
less of where we might be
on game day, proud of the
heritage of our state and
our university.

One conclusion is obvi-
ous. There are times in a
lifetime of being part of U.T.
sports when there’'s some-
thing special right in front
of you, way beyond the
wins and losses. If you're
not careful, you could miss
it. That would really be
unfortunate.

lurst in the future at UT

family. Her Mom and Dad each
played basketball at Mars Hill.
Lauren’s siblings are playing

Yarbrough chose to play basket-
ball at Tennessee. It worked out
pretty well for Yarbrough, who
went on to play in the NBA. Come
this summer, another Blue Raider
has chosen to make the University
of Tennessee her home.

But Lauren Hurst is taking it to
a new level. She will not only play
basketball for the Lady Vols, but
volleyball as well.

Hurst, a 3-time Gatorade
Tennessee Volleyball Player of
the Year, is also a 4-star basket-
ball recruit, the top girls prospect
in the state, and a top 50 player
nationally in hoops for the Class
of 2025. She chose Tennessee
over Clemson and North Carolina
State.

Meet DIESEL! He’s an older fellow who just wants all the snacks and
all the pets. He is 10 years old. Don’t let his age fool you though,
he gets the most adorable senior zoomies. His favorite things are
snacks, naps, snacks, walks, snacks, and stuffed toys.

Oh, and of course, more snacks! Diesel is crate and house-
trained. He gets along with other dogs as long as they aren’t too
rowdy and respect his space while he’s eating. Diesel is available

in foster. You can find Diesel on our website at young-williams.org
and fill out an application to get in touch with
his foster parent to set up a meet and greet.
Young-Williams Animal Center 865.215.6599
3201 Division Street, Knoxville, TN 37919

www.young-williams.org

was one of the schools telling me
| could do both. Their head coach-
s (Kim Caldwell for basketball
and Eve Rackham Watt for volley-
ball) are both very amazing people
and | look forward to getting to
know them more. And being from
Tennessee, knowing | could play
for my state was a big deal that
| couldn’t pass up. My grandpar-
ents live in Knoxville. That's where
my Dad grew up. It's nice that they
will be able to watch me play.”
Picking one sport over the other
wasn’t something Hurst preferred.
“A lot of people ask which sport
| like better,” said Hurst. “That’s
been the hardest thing when
some wanted me to choose one
over the other. | love them equally.

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

Young-Williams
Animal Center

B, Say ‘ello to BRUCE! This fine young fellow gets to be quite

L\ the wiggle worm. He comes off as shy, until you tell him
what a good and handsome boy he is. Then, he brightens
right up. He might even give you a little kiss or a hug. He
loves snacks and will eagerly take them. He is just a little
lad and would love a family to teach him all there is to

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily
Closed 1-2 p.m. for animal quiet time

both sports so much and that’'s
why | have stuck with them both.”

Hurst is a throwback in that
regard. Today there is a tremen-
dous amount of pressure on
young people to concentrate on
only one sport from an early age.
But Hurst has had a lot of support
in her choices.

“I have really good coaches who
understand playing two sports
takes a lot because they also did
it,” said Hurst. “I've kind of always
done it. Most people think it is too
much, but it's what I've always
done. In the summer, playing club
volleyball and AAU basketball, I've
had really good coaches.”

“I've been coaching for 12
years, and she makes my job a

lot easier. Anytime you have a kid
that is 6’3” and very versatile and
can go inside and go outside, she
opens the floor for so many kids
on our team. Just having her be a
part of Cleveland High School is so
big. We are thankful that we have
her at our school. She is a tremen-
dous athlete and a better person.”

Hurst believes that playing vol-
leyball and basketball can be ben-
eficial for each other.

“For volleyball, it is reading the
setter and where the ball is going
to go,” said Hurst. “You need
quick feet to go block, and that
has helped with defensive slide
in basketball and blocking shots.
They go hand in hand.”

Lauren is part of a very athletic

Durable
Medical

Equipment

sports at the Division 1 level. Her
brother, Grant, started his college
basketball career at UT-Martin and
is now a walk-on at Tennessee.
Her sister, Addison, is playing vol-
leyball at South Alabama.

“We are a very competitive
family for sure,” said Hurst. “I've
always looked up to both my broth-
er and my sister. They really made
me more competitive and made
me fall in love with both sports.
My brother played football, base-
ball and basketball but ultimate-
ly liked basketball the best. My
sister has played volleyball and
basketball with me. We've just
always been together and played
and had that same love for the
sport.”
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www.NextLevelDME.com
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Call Now!
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meet your mobility needs:

RAMPS, STAIR LIFTS,
WALK-IN BATHS,
MEDICAL EBEDS,

ELEVATORS, & MORE!

Our Certified Experts will provide FREE
In-Home Estimates and In-Home Safety Evaluations.

~ Stop by one our area locations TODAY ~
1358 Dolly Parton Pkwy, Sevierville TN 37862
208 Montvue Avenue, Morristown TN 37813
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NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

For many, National Signing Day is the
culmination of a long recruiting journey!

LOCAL COLLEGE SIGNEES

According to local high school athletic directors
in The Knoxville Focus’ coverage area, here’s a list
of student-athletes who signed Letters of Intent last
week and later will be enrolling in college for the
2025-26 school year.

BEARDEN
Evan Cope, Cleveland State, baseball
Isaiah Whited, Alabama-Huntsville, baseball
Olivia Hailey, Cumberland University, bowling
Millie Lovett, Georgia Southern University, CC/track
Ethan Couvertiere, Dartmouth College, football
Isaiah Harvey, Wilmington College, football
William Pendergrass, Furman University, football
Reid Rowland, Emory & Henry College, football
Boston Yeager, Southern Virginia University, football
Bryce Harmon, UT Martin, golf
Noah Price, Tennessee Wesleyan, soccer
Cole Stopka, Carson-Newman, soccer
Chloe Brown, Pellissippi State, volleyball
Makiyah Greenlee, Johnson University, volleyball

CARTER
Hayden Warwick, Maryville College, football
Gabe Dennis, Maryville College, football
Chris Cowan, Tennessee Wesleyan, basketball

CAK
Lincoln Rich, Maryville College, football
Amelia Wedemeyer, Lee University, track & field
Graham Lloyd, Roane State, cross country

CENTRAL
Seth Patty, Brevard College, football
Daniel Sackie, University of Charleston, football

FARRAGUT
Kaitlyn Redwine, Maryville College, tennis
Caris Landis, Jacksonville University, rowing
Landon Collins, MTSU, football
Robbie Jacobs, Tennessee Tech, football

FIRST BAPTIST ACADEMY
Quinn Wilkerson, Johnson University, tennis

FULTON
Derek Smith, Tusculum University, football

HALLS
Breanna Sanderson, Roane State, soccer
Landon Wells, Kent State Tuscarawas, baseball

KARNS
Carson Paul, Maryville College, football
Brady Kittle, Maryville College, football
Austin Kirk, Mount St. Joseph University, football
Hunter Owens, Carson-Newman, fishing
Lauren Martin, Bryan College, softball
Austin Jenkins, Bryan College, soccer

KNOXVILLE CATHOLIC
TJ Tipton, Carson-Newman, football

POWELL
Abu Keefer, Carson-Newman, football

SOUTH-DOYLE
Monte Venable, Carson-Newman, football

WEBB
Lennox Langham, Florida State, beach volleyball
Jeneva Mitchell, Miami University, softball
Ella Morton, Carson-Newman, cheerleading

WEST
Antwain Burdine, University of Charleston, football
Emma Capps, Transylvania University, lacrosse
Anna Claire Gibson, University of the South, golf
Callie Holbert, Lincoln Memorial University, golf
Aliza Mannon, Georgetown University, soccer

- Compiled by Steve Williams

2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E premivm $31,790
"19Honda Odyssey EX Goodmiles, Clean 523,97 0
2023 Ford Expedition Max LTD axa $49,990
/24 Ford Bronco Raptor! Only 2,000 miles! $79,990
2023 Ford Transit 250 Cargo van $39,99°
2020 Landrover Discovery SEaxa $19,980
2020 Ram 1500 Rebel axa, 5.7 vemi $41,770

Also take advantage of our Quicklane Tire
and Auto Center - No Appointment Needed!

Price includes $399 dock fee. Plus tax, tag and tithe. WAC, Dealer retains all nebates,
Restrictions may apply. See Dealer for details. Prices good through next wesk,

D rav
"VARNER

2026 M Charles G Seviers Blvd - Clinton, TN
865.457.0704

www.rayvarnerford.com
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FROM TOP: Farragut signees are (left to right) Kaitlyn Redwine, Landon Collins, Robbie Jacobs and Caris Landis.
West signees are Calley Holbert, Anna Claire Gibson, Antwain Burdine Jr., Aliza Mannon and Emma Capps. CAK

signees are Graham Lloyd, Amelia Wedemeyer and Lincoln Rich.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

Spartans play like a champ
in second half against Irish

By Steve Williams

After Webb’s 81-62 win over rival
Knoxville Catholic at the Lee Athletic
Center Friday night, Webb boys bas-
ketball coach Ricky Norris was asked
if the No. 1 ranking was laying heav-
ily on his team as the post-season

nears.

The Spartans are 27-2 and have
been the state’s top ranked team

most of the season.

“I don’t think so,” said Norris, who
has been Webb’s head coach for 16
years. “l think we've got a mature
bunch and | think that we understand
the value of trying to get better every

day.

“We don’'t do awards. We don’t look
at rankings. We're just trying to get
better, but there’s one thing that we
are chasing, which | think all teams
are, and | think our guys are doing a
really good job of just staying focused
on the improvement that needs to

happen each day.

Friday night.

“And then given ourselves a

chance at the end. There’s a lot of

good teams.”

Norris guided Webb to a state
in 2019 and a

championship

runner-up finish in 2018.

PHOTO BY JAYDEN DAVIS / INSTAGRAM JD.PROD.
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Webb junior guard Owen Lentz is greeted by teammates and fans as starters
are announced prior to the Spartans’ home game against Knoxville Catholic

title team against Catholic in the

“Alot of Final Fours but not enough second half as they outscored the

state championships,” he said.

Fighting Irish 47-26 in the final two
The Spartans looked like astate ______ Continue on page 6

Lady Spartans ‘steal’ a win from Catholic

Cont. frompage 1

impressive showing.

“I'm one lucky guy,” said
Hernandez. “When we
needed Meeyah to step up,
she did.”

The Lady Spartans
also got nine points from
Kyndall Mays, eight from
Zahnyah Rochett and six
from Ivy Napier.

The game was tied 10-all
after the first eight minutes.

Amaya Redd, a
Tennessee Tech signee,
scored 16 of her 19 points
in the first half to lead

Catholic to a 25-16 half-
time advantage. The Lady
Irish also got 12 points
from Ensley Perry, who
tossed in four clutch free
throws in the fourth period
to help send the game into
OT.

With the win, Webb, the
No. 1 ranked team in the
state in Division II-AA, is
23-3 overall and 7-0 in the
East Region. Catholic slips
to 14-13 overall and 3-2 in
region play.

Hernandez felt the key
to the win was “just our

pressure defensively in the
second half. We were able
to create turnovers that led
us into easy baskets.”

Redd said at some points
in the game she felt her
team had “the momen-
tum and the intensity, but |
feel like at some points we
also gave in a little bit. But
| feel like we showed and
proved to ourselves that we
can stay in the game with
them.”

Redd added it should
help the team’s confidence
going forward.

It builds “a fire in us to
get back into practice and
work on what we need to
work on,” she said.

Webb will play its
regular season home
finale Tuesday against
the Chattanooga Girls
Preparatory School.

Catholic has four games
this week. The Lady Irish
will host Baylor tonight
and wrap up the regular
season with road games
at Chattanooga Christian
Tuesday, GPS Thursday and
Bradley Central Friday.
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

COURT
NOTICES

ORDER OF SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION

TO: DAVID W. RICHWINE, ANGELA
RICHWINE, and AMERIHOME MORTGAGE
COMPANY, LLC, Defendants

IN RE: CASCADE VILLAS CONDOMINIUMS
ASSOCIATION, INC., PLAINTIFF
V. DAVID W. RICHWINE, ANGELA
RICHWINE, and AMERIHOME MORTGAGE
COMPANY, LLC, Defendants

NO. 209345-1

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing by sworn Affidavit,
that the residence and whereabouts of DAVID W.
RICHWINE and ANGELA RICHWINE, Defendants
herein, cannot be ascertained upon diligent
inquiry, and that personal service of process
cannot be had upon said Defendants; service
of process by publication is hereby ORDERED,
and said Defendant(s) are hereby required to
appear and Answer or otherwise defend against
the Complaint filed herein by Plaintiff, Cascade
Villas Condominiums Association, Inc., whose
attorney is Kevin C. Stevens, Fourth Floor, Bank
of America Center, 550 Main Street, Knoxville,
Tennessee 37902, within 30 days after the date
of the last publication of this notice, exclusive of
said last date of publication; otherwise, default
judgment may be entered against said Defendants
for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

It is further ORDERED that this notice shall
be published in the Knoxville Focus, a newspaper
of general circulation in Knox County, Tennessee,
once weekly for four consecutive weeks.

This 9th day of January, 2025.
J. SCOTT GRISWOLD
Clerk and Master
ORDER OF SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION

T0: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE
ESTATE OF MARILYN VON MANN

IN RE: 5900 GROVE DRIVE,
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918
ESTATE OF MARILYN VON
MANN, DECEASED
DOCKET NO. 89548-1
FELICIA COALSON, ADMINISTRATOR

IN' THE PROBATE COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

From the sworn Petition for Sale of Real
Property and for Order requesting service of
process by publication and the entire record, the
Court finds that any Heirs are unknown and the
residence(s) of the respondent(s) is/are unknown
and cannot be ascertained upon diligent inquiry,
or respondent(s) isfare a non-resident(s) of this
state.

It is therefore ORDERED that any Unknown
Heirs shall be served by publication of the
following notice in The Knoxville Focus, a
newspaper located in Knoxville, Knox County,
Tennessee, as provided by law.

TO: Unknown Heirs of the Estate of Marilyn
Von Mann

It is ordered that said Unknown Heirs, file
an answer with the Clerk of the Probate Court
at Knox County, Tennessee and with Felicia
Coalson, an Attorney whose address is Owings,
Wilson, & Coleman 900 S. Gay Street, Suite 800,
Knoxville, Tennessee within thirty (30) days of
the last date of publication or the real property of
Marilyn Von Mann located at 5900 Grove Drive,
Knoxville, TN 37918 will be sold.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 20 day of DECEMBER, 2024.

JOHN F. WEAVER
Chancellor

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: PAUL ROBERT DANIELS,
MELODIE DANIELS,

SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC.,
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND CREDITORS OF
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, AND
MELODIE DANIELS

IN RE: DCS REALTY, LLC

vs.
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC.,
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND CREDITORS OF
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS AND
MELODIE DANIELS

NO. 208527-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC., AND ALL
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND CREDITORS OF PAUL
ROBERT DANIELS, AND MELODIE DANIELS, a
non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process
of law cannot be served upon PAUL ROBERT
DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,

SELECT PORTFOLIO  SERVICING, INC.,
AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS AND CREDITORS
OF PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, AND MELODIE
DANIELS, it is ordered that said defendants,
PAUL ROBERT DANIELS, MELODIE DANIELS,
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, INC., AND ALL
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND CREDITORS OF PAUL
ROBERT DANIELS, AND MELODIE DANIELS,
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court at Knoxuville, Tennessee and with
RYAN S. WORTLEY, an Attorney whose address
is 3715 Powers Street Knoxville, Tennessee
37917 within thirty (30) days of the last date of
publication or a judgment by default will be taken
against you and the cause will be set for hearing
Ex Parte as to you before Chancellor Christopher
D. Heagerty at the Knox County Chancery
Court, Division Il, 400 Main Street, Knoxville,
Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 22nd day of January, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

TO: DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF: P. L. DAVIS,
JR., MINNIE D. WILMOTH,
THOMAS RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE
DAVIS WEBB, KYLE DAVIS WEBB,
WILMA TUCKER WEBB, KYLE T.
WEBB, MARTHA ALICE DAVIS BOWEN,
JAMES OLIVER BOWEN JR

IN RE: ATOMIC CITY PARTNERS, LLC, A
TENNESSEE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,

VS.
DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, ET AL
NO. 209452-3

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the
Complaint filed, which is sworn to, that the
defendant DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF: P. L. DAVIS, JR., MINNIE
D. WILMOTH, THOMAS RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE
DAVIS WEBB, KYLE DAVIS WEBB, WILMA
TUCKER WEBB, KYLE T. WEBB, MARTHA ALICE

DAVIS BOWEN, JAMES OLIVER BOWEN,
JR., a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or
whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon
diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary
process of law cannot be served upon DIANE
J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS
OF: P. L. DAVIS, JR., MINNIE D. WILMOTH,
THOMAS RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE DAVIS WEBB,
KYLE DAVIS WEBB, WILMA TUCKER WEBB,
KYLE T. WEBB, MARTHA ALICE DAVIS BOWEN,
JAMES  OLIVER BOWEN, JR., DESCRIBED
IN THE COMPLAINT, it is ordered that said
defendant, DIANE J. HOLLINGSWORTH, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF: P. L. DAVIS, JR., MINNIE
D. WILMOTH, THOMAS RUFUS DAVIS, MATTIE
DAVIS WEBB, KYLE DAVIS WEBB, WILMA
TUCKER WEBB, KYLE T. WEBB, MARTHA
ALICE DAVIS BOWEN, JAMES OLIVER BOWEN,
JR., file an answer with the Clerk and Master
of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee
and with Stanley F. Roden, an Attorney whose
address is 10269 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN
37922 within thirty (30) days of the last date
of publication or a judgment by default will be
taken against you and the cause will be set for
hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor
Christopher D. Heagerty at the Knox County
Chancery Court, Division Ill, 400 Main Street,
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 23rd day of January, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO NON-
RESIDENT HEIR

TO: BREANNA STAR WALKER

ALTREBA FERNANDEZ, PLAINTIFF|
PETITIONERJADMINISTRATRIX,
VS.

BREANNA STAR WALKER, HEIR OF
JOHNNIE MAE HARDIN, DEFENDANT

IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHNNIE MAE
HARDIN, DECEASED; ALTREBA
FERNANDEZ, ADMINISTRATRIX

DOCKET NUMBER: 89411-1

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE PROBATE DIVISION

It appearing from the Petition to Probate Will
filed herein, that BREANNA STAR WALKER, an
heir of Johnnie Mae Hardin, is a non-resident
of the State of Tennessee, or her whereabouts
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and
inquiry so that the ordinary process of law
cannot be served upon her, it is ordered that
said Defendant, BREANNA STAR WALKER, file
an answer with the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court (Probate Division) at Knoxville,
Tennessee and with L. Eric Ebbert, Petitioner's
attorney, whose address is The Ebbert Law
Firm, 9145 Cross Park Dr., Ste. 103, Knoxville,
TN 37923, Telephone (865) 800-3051, within
thirty (30) of the last date of publication or a
judgment of default will be taken against you and
a hearing and the cause set for a hearing Ex Parte
regarding Defendant’s failure to respond.

This Notice shall be published in the Knoxville
Focus for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 21 day of JANUARY, 2025.
J. SCOTT GRISWOLD
Clerk and Master
NON-RESIDENT
NOTICE

T0: JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN

IN RE: YASHIANNA HINES v.
JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN

NO. 208974-2

IN' THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the
Complaint filed, which is sworn to, that the
defendant JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN,
a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, or
whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon
diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary
process of law cannot be served upon JERMANY
SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN, it is ordered that said
defendant, JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN,
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with
JENNIFER R. EGELSTON, an Attorney whose
address is 607 W. SUMMIT HILL DRIVE SW,
Knoxville, Tennessee 37917 within thirty (30)
days of the last date of publication or a judgment
by default will be taken against you and the
cause will be set for hearing ExParte as to you
before Chancellor RICHARD B. ARMSTRONG,
JR. at the Knox County Chancery Court, Division
II, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 5th day of FEBERARY, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY KATHLEEN ACTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90412-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day
of JANUARY, 2025, Letters of Testamentary
in respect to the Estate of MARY KATHLEEN
ACTON, who died on the 19th DAY OF JULY
2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Chancery Court Clerk of Knox County, Tennessee.
Al persons, residents, and non-residents, having
claims, matured or unmatured against her Estate
are required to file the same with the clerk of the
above-named court on or before the earlier of the
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claim
will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days
before the date that is four (4) months from the
date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication (or
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death

This the 30 day of January, 2025.
ESTATE OF MARY KATHLEEN ACTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LISA LAYNE

718 BACK VALLEY RD.

OLIVER SPRINGS, TN 37840

TRACEY VOUGHT WILLIAMS, ATTORNEY
CHELSIE L. SPURLING, ATTORNEY

P. 0. BOX 866

WARTBURG, TN 37887

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF KAREN MARIE BISHOP
DOCKET NUMBER 90455-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of
JANUARY, 2025, Letters of Administration in
respect of the Estate of KAREN MARIE BISHOP,
who died December 12, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the Clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first date of the publication of this Notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF KAREN MARIE BISHOP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
HEATHER M. PHILIPPS, ADMINISTRATRIX
1050 LAWNVILLE ROAD

KINGSTON, TN 37763

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JAMIE M. BLANKENSHIP
DOCKET NUMBER 90462-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect
of the Estate of JAMIE M. BLANKENSHIP, who
died November 28, 2024, were issued to MARIA
T. SCHETTLER by the Probate Division of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, TN. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JAMIE M. BLANKENSHIP

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARIA T. SCHETTLER

9209 SLADE DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37931

DUSTIN S. CROUSE, ATTORNEY
9111 CROSS PARK DR., SUITE D-200
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF ROSSIE M. BONTADELLI
DOCKET NUMBER 90456-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day
of JANUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in
respect of the Estate of ROSSIE M. BONTADELLI,
who died December 3, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the Clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first date of the publication of this Notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A);or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF ROSSIE M. BONTADELLI

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LINDSEY M. KENNEDY, CO-EXECUTOR
2678 TURKEY CREEK DRIVE

OLIVE BRANCH, MS 38654

JONATHAN TAYLOR DIEGEL, CO-EXECUTOR
1436 OUEENSBRIDGE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN HILL
DOCKET NUMBER 90428-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of MARY EVELYN HILL,
who died December 14, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against the estate are
required to file the same with the Clerk and Master
of the above-named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their

claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first date of the publication of this notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
this is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY EVELYN HILL

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERESA J. HILL

P.0.BOX 1011

KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

GLEN A. KYLE, ATTORNEY
4931 HOMBERG DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JANICE M. JACKSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90448-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of JANICE M. JACKSON,
who died December 13, 2024, were issued to
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JANICE M. JACKSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEPHEN H. RICHARDS

7422 WINDROCK VIEW WAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

STEVEN K. BOWLING, ATTORNEY
P.0.BOX 11125
KNOXVILLE, TN 37939-1125

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARY E. MANEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90459-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of
JANUARY, 2025 letters testamentary in respect
of the estate of MARY E. MANEY, who died May
19, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by
the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident
and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against the estate are required to file
the same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates
prescribed in (1) or (2); otherwise, their claims will
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARY E. MANEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
WILLIAM R. EADES, ADMINISTRATOR
542 LOST TREE LN.

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

BILL FIX, ATTORNEY
P. 0.B0X 31632
KNOXVILLE, TN 37930

NOTICETO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF TAK MOTOYAMA
DOCKET NUMBER 90430-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters
of administration as the case may be) in respect of
the Estate of TAK MOTOYAMA, who died October
22, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County,
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident,
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the
estate are required to file the same with the clerk
of the above-named court on or before the earlier
of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF TAK MOTOYAMA

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
NATHAN MOTOYAMA

2030 BIG CHIEFS SKYVIEW DR.
SEVIERVILLE, TN 37876

KELSEY R. REILLY, ATTORNEY
1518 N. BROADWAY
KNOXVILLE, TN 37917

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONALD GENE RABY, II
DOCKET NUMBER 90388-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in
respect of the Estate of DONALD GENE RABY,
I who died Nov 5 2024 were issued to the

undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee.
All persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or
her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of this first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 6 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DONALD GENE RABY, Il

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARTHA L. RABY, EXECUTRIX
8012 SHARP ROAD

POWELL, TN 37849

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN EDWARD SANDERS, Il
DOCKET NUMBER 90449-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 17 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of JOHN EDWARD SANDERS, III,
who died Dec. 29, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee.
Al persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or
her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above named Court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of this first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 17 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOHN EDWARD SANDERS, Il

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARK A. SANDERS, EXECUTOR
5613 MILLERTOWN PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37924

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JERRY LYNN SHELLY
DOCKET NUMBER 90429-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration as the case may be) in
respect of the Estate of JERRY LYNN SHELLY,
who died November 29, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Chancery Court,
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee.
All persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured, against the estate
are required to file the same with the clerk of
the above-named court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JERRY LYNN SHELLY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEPHEN WAYNE SHELLEY

STUART I. CASSELL, ATTORNEY
707 MARKET STREET, SUITE 1
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF VAUGHN EDWARD SMITH
DOCKET NUMBER 90363-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 6 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters administration in
respect of the Estate of VAUGHN EDWARD
SMITH, who died Aug. 22, 2024, were issued
to the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of
the Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee.
All persons, resident and non-resident, having
claims, matured or unmatured, against his or
her estate are required to file the same with the
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of this first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 6 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF VAUGHN EDWARD SMITH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
IAN SHANE SMITH, ADMINISTRATOR
5901 OLD TAZEWELL PIKE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MILDRED H. THOMAS
DOCKET NUMBER 90427-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 day
of JANUARY, 2025, Letters of Testamentary/
Administration in respect to the Estate of
MILDRED H. THOMAS, deceased, who died
on December 9, 2024, were issued to the
undersigned by the Probate Court for Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident
and non-resident  havina claims  matured or

unmatured against his/her Estate are required
to file the same in triplicate with the Clerk and
Master of the above named Court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2),
otherwise their claim will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first
publication; or (B) Sixty (60) days from the date
the creditor received an actual copy of the notice
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the
date that is four (4) months from the date of the
first publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the Decedent’s
date of death.

This the 22 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MILDRED H. THOMAS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRUCE K. THOMAS

815 TWILIGHT CIRCLE
RICHARDSON, TX 75080

SCOTT B. HAHN, ATTORNEY
5344 N. BROADWAY, SUITE 101
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BARBARA P. WALKER
DOCKET NUMBER 90442-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day of
JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect
of the Estate of BARBARA P. WALKER, who died
Nov. 23, 2024, were issued to the undersigned
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident
and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against his or her estate are required
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the
above named Court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to
creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date
that is four (4) months from the date of this first
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four
(4) months from the date of first publication as
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 14 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BARBARA P. WALKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SUZAN W. JORDAN, EXECUTRIX
1000 FOX ROAD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN DOTY WILLIS
DOCKET NUMBER 90394-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 30 day
of JANUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or
letters of administration) in respect of the Estate
of JOHN DOTY WILLIS, who died on October
26, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by
the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the estate are required to file the same
with the clerk of the above-named court on or
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice if the creditor
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days prior to the date that is
four (4) months from the date of first publication
described in (1)(A); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors
if the creditor received the copy of the notice
less than sixty (60) days before the date that
is four (4) months from the date of this first
publication; or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s
date of death.

This the 30 day of JANUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF JOHN DOTY WILLIS
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

CALLIE ALEXANDRA TEAGUE

13140 ROYAL PALM WAY, APT. 003
FARRAGUT, TN 37934

T. MICHAEL CRAIG-GRUBBS, ATTORNEY

402 CLYDE STREET
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

MISC. NOTICES

LEGAL SECTION 94

Knox County will receive bids for the
following items & services:

RFQ 3630, Professional
Consultant Services, due 3/11/25;

RFP 3635, Supplemental Staffing Services,
due 3/13/25

Engineering

For additional information call 865-215-
5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
org/procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Request for Bids - KCDC, the Public
Housing Authority for Knoxville & Knox County,
posts all of its solicitations at www.kcdc.org/
procurement. Click on ‘Open Solicitations’ and
follow the link.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Merit System for Employees of KCSO
Board of Directors Meeting
Gabriel Loya Grievance Hearing

Monday, February 24, 2025, at 1:00 p.m.

Small Assembly Room, City/County Building

400 W. Main Street

NOTE: Those wishing to sign up to speak on
any agenda item can do so via the Merit System
website at www.knoxcounty.org/meritsystem,
emailing  merit.systems@knoxcounty.org o
calling the office at 865-215-4446. The deadline
to sign up to speak is Thursday, February 6,
2025, at 4:00 p.m.
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Red Devils, Lady Devils each defeat
Bradley Central at state duals

By Ken Lay

Both the Halls High School
wrestling teams compet-
ed at the Class AA State
Dual Meet Championships
recently.

The Red Devils and Lady
Devils both went 1-2 in their
matches at the Williamson
County Exhibition Center on
Saturday, Feb. 1.

The Halls boys, who
were Class AA runners-
up in 2024 after winning
the Class A title in 2023,

won their first match over
Bradley Central, 41-35.

Harlen Hunley, who com-
petes in the 150-pound
weight class, won by record-
ing a pin. He was one of five
Red Devils’ grapplers to win
by fall.

Gavin Self (190 pounds),
Tanner Kitts (113), Mason
Crane (120), Ty Davis (126)
and David Cook (132) also
won by fall. Jordan Sexton
(144) won by technical fall,
defeating his opponent,

LEGAL & PUBLIC

NOTICES

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE

The owner and for lien holders of the following
vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay all
charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle
at public auction on February 14, 2025 at 701
Cooper St, Knoxville, TN 37917.

1."17 NISSAN MAXIMA

TN4AABAP1HC392180 (ABBY BYRD)

2.'07 LEXUS ES350

JTHBJ46G872125407 (FRED BLEVINS JR.)

3.'16 TOYOTA AVALON

4T1BK1EB3GU225143 (DEMARCUS MCKAMEY)

4."24 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE
ML32AUHJ2RH003686 (SAVANNAH GILLEY,

SHAWN ODELL, SANTANDER BANK)

5.05 TOYOTA COROLLA

2T1BY32E05C320377

BULLINGTON, KNOX DRIVES)

6.°08 VW JETTA

3VWRZ71K18M025470 (CHRIS WYRICK)

7."17 VW JETTA

3VW5T7AJBHM329983

MERIDIETH)

8.'11 FORD FLEX
2FMHKGDCXBBDO00548 (STEPHANIE REED,

LENDMARK FINANCIAL)

9.12 CHEVY CRUZE

1G1PC5SH4C7398758 (GARY THOMAS)

(CHRISTIANNA

(STEPHANIE

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE

The following described vehicles impounded|
repaired/towed will be sold at public and/or private
auction in compliance with the Tennessee Public
Acts 1967, Chapter 240, House Bill 379. The sale
will be held at Jim's Garage & Wrecker Service
Vehicle Impoundment Lot located at 5906 Walden
Street, Knoxville, TN 37919.

These vehicles have been checked through
the files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title
Section, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department
of Revenue, State of Tennessee. In appropriate
cases, the vehicles have been checked in other
states, and the owners andfor lienholders have
been notified by certified mail. In those instances
where no vehicle identification/serial number or
license number was available, this Public Notice in
the newspaper will comply with the law.

The failure of the owner/lienholder to exercise
their rights to reclaim any vehicle listed below
not bearing a VIN/serial number shall be deemed
a waiver of all rights and title and authorization
to sell said vehicle.

1) 7 CHRYSLER  1BAHS28Z3WF224555
2) 14 DODGE VAN  2CARDGBGSER327600
3) 10 TOYOTA TUNDRA 5TFRY5F10AX084794

STEPHENSON

Land & Real Estate Auction Ser\rlcesl

Office located at:
210 Seivers Bhvd.
Clinton, TN 37714

Over 30 years experience in Easf Tennessee!
Call Broker and Auctioneer
William “Bear” Stephenson
to get the most for your invesiment!
Office: (845) 457-2327
Home: (845) 457-4782
Cell: (B45) 567-8292

Website: www.theauclionbear.com
Email: info@theauchionbear.com

BULLETIN
BOARD

FRESH, BEAUT!FUL
Hiind- Ol
STRAWBERRIES
oF ﬁ)ﬁmﬁr
Thurs, & Fri,
FEERUARY 13214
5909 Rutledge Pike
Under the big blue canopy.
Former location of
It's All About The Fudge.
Bring this ad & receive
$1.00 OFF
a pound of strawberries.
= Call for more info -

352-551-3383

COIN SHOP

« COIN SHOP

'n"h'-t:'Euy and Sell Gold & Silver
GOLD

SILVER EAGLES

SILVER ROUNDS & BARS
MORGAN DOLLARS
PEACE DOLLARS
& SCRAP GOLD [Jewein
Call or come by and see us!
BE26 Asheville Hwy - Knoxville

865-444- 5176

HELP WANTED

THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF
EAGLES, #3559 VOLUNTEER,
210 EAST BEAVER CREEK RD.,
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918
IS LOOKING TO HIRE
A BARTENDER AND
SHORT ORDER COOK.
CALL BETWEEN 3 PM & 8 PM.
865-938-9777

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

SOUTH KNOXVILLE /
UT / DOWNTOWN

2BR, 700 SQ FT APARTMENTS
$900/ MONTH

865-573-1000

WANTED

w ok WANTED & & &
MILITARY ANTIQUES
and SOUVENIRS, ALL ERAS
ESPECIALLY WWII - VIETNAM

LINIFORMS, MEDALS,
HELMETS, SWORDS, ETC.

CALL 865-368-0682

**HIWANTE D*HI—I’-
BROKEN PUSH & RIDING MOWERS
$10-20 PUSH OR $40-100 RIDING
MUST BE COMPLETE
865-416-7546
LEAVE PHONE & IF NO ANSWER

The Knoxville FOCUsS

17-1.

Halls came up on the
short end of its semifinal
match as it fell to Summit
High School, 45-27.

Barrett Whaley (190),
and Davis both won by fall,
Cayden Robinson won by
medical forfeit. Self wres-
tled in the 215-pound divi-
sion and won a technical
fall, routing Eli Spinell, 17-2.
Noah Lance (106 pounds)
won a major decision (21-
10) over Jin Saito.

In their final dual match of
the season, the Red Devils
lost to Ravenwood, 43-23.

Against the Raptors,
Robinson won the 138-
pound bout in overtime.
Jordan Sexton won by forfeit
at 144. Hunley (175), Trevor
Sexton (157) and Kitts each
scored three team points by
winning decisions. Jordan
Sexton recorded a techni-
cal fall.

Like the Halls boys, the
Lady Devils opened the

meet with a victory over
Bradley Central as they
defeated the Bearettes,
48-18.

Halls scored six points
in all of its wins in the
bout Sophia Satterfield
(132), Addison Wallace
(138), Briley Lively (152),
Cheyenne Smith (235),
Libby Lee (100), Natalie
Beaumont (107) and Reilly
McGaha (114) all won by
fall. Saydey Self (165) won
by forfeit.

February 10, 2025

In a 51-18 loss to
Clarksville, Halls got pins
from Lively (165), Smith
(235) and Satterfield (126).

In their final dual match of
the season, the Lady Devils
lost to Maryville, 37-36, in
a match that was award-
ed to the Lady Rebels via a
tie-breaker.

Self (165) won by forfeit,
while Lively (152), Smith.
Beaumont, McGaha (120)
and Satterfield all won by
fall.

Spartans play like a champ

Cont. from page 4

quarters.

Four Webb players
scored in double figures,
with Cam Swearengen lead-
ing the way with 20 points,
followed by Owen Lentz
(15), Alex Leeth (13) and
Jaylen Pompey (12). Huston
Torres chipped in eight
points, Wilson Luton seven
and Shavar Young six.

Cade Murphy led the
Irishmen (17-6) with 21

points, including 13 in the
first half. Carson Asbaty
added 17, including three
3-pointers and one that
gave Catholic the halftime
lead (36-34) just before
buzzer. Juice Eleam con-
tributed 12 points.

Coach Norris said he
thought his team'’s defense
in the second half was the
key to the win.

“We were locked in much
more than we were in the

first half just with the scout
and who we were guard-
ing,” he pointed out. “l just
thought we did a much
better job defending their
guys and finishing plays on
the glass.

“And when you do that
and get stops, you're able
to get out offensively and
things just come easier. If
they’re not scoring, we're
going against a defense
that’s not set and it’s just

much easier to get clean
looks at the rim.”

Webb will host McCallie
Tuesday and Hamilton
Heights Christian Academy
Thursday to wrap up regular
season play.

Catholic has four games
this week, hosting Baylor
tonight and playing road
games at Chattanooga
Christian Tuesday, McCallie
Thursday and Bradley
Central Friday.

service directory

ALTERATIONS

JOANNE'S ALTERATIONS,
PANTS HEMMING $5,
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS. CALL
865-805-9170

CHILD CARE

MARCIA'S
LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville
(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DECKS

Bonded & Insured
Offering FREE estimates!

Call / Text 865-888-1241

FENCING
BROWN’S

[ |
[ |
o J a

CUSTOM FENCING
& CONSTRUCTION
TH State Contractor Lic #00049763
~ALL TYPES OF FENCING ~

Residential, Commoercial,
Farm and Ranch,
Pole Barns & Hoop Structures

Professional, Dependabie Service!
Call 423-235-7400
or1-800-249-6274

browncustomfencing.com

""'.,We supp y and msta.'.r
HﬁRDWﬂﬂD LVT, & LAMIHATE FLODRING

’pﬂﬂv We offer fro

fenioliing & n;.f.uc.'z ose OLD o7 NEW flaora/

‘.d'cc!mit- dd«:ﬁ.aff ’

Materials furnished at WHOLESALE prices! FREE ESfM:IATESf

865-219-9803

GOD'S PLACE TREASURES
THRIFT STORE

6119 Chapman Highway

Furmiture, glassware, clothing & more
Mondays: All §1 items S0¢

Come in for prayer.
Manager - Vickie Johnson
Proceeds help feed the homeless,

M-F 10am-5:30pm  865-604-8077

FENCING

FENCE SERVICE

Mew Builds Or Repairs
Ouality, Honesty, Integrity
“Our Priority”
Insured & Bonded, FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 865-888-1241

HANDYMAN

g;a‘/ Your Local
HANDYMAN
Complete Remodeling
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
= Insured and Bonded ~
Call or text for your
FREE ESTIMATE

865-888-1241

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOMEFIT <%
< SERVICES
Honest, Professional & Fair Pricing
Brian Clark
865-415-8419

Licensed & Insured
Web: Homefitservices.com

Email: Homefit04@gmail.com

+ Home Repairs ¢ Deck Staining

# Roof, Siding
& Foundation
Stain Removal

[
VISA

% Painting
4 Wood Rot

We accept Visa
& MasterCard

METAL WORKS

PAINTING

GHOST RIDERS
METAL WORKS

865-705-0742
Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed

Welding
(Stick Welding,
Mig Welding &
(Gas Welding)

Randy
the
Painter

Interior & Exterior Painting
Celebrating 45 years of business in 2025
Licensed and Insured

CALL 865-522-3222 or
TEXT 865-455-5022

CHECK OUT OUR 5-STAR

GOOGLE REVIEWS!!!
rondythepointerandcrew.com

I Pilgrim
r Painting

‘ Repaint Specialist

Commercial & Residential
Serving Knoxville 29 years

* Interior/Exterior

Painting

* Pressure Washing

« Staining

* Drywall &
Carpentry —
GOOGLE 5 STAR RATING B_E'i_B

WWWLPILGRIMPAINTINGENOXVILLE.COM
Major Credit Cands Mow Accepted
FOLLOW LIS & LIKE LIS ON FACEBOOK

FREE ESTIMATES

865-291-8434

Licensed = Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Teshing
Raquired for al employees
Home Imgeovemen Licesss #201843

Call or email Ruthie at
865-686-9970 or
ruthie@knoxfocus.com
to place your Classified
or Service Directory ad!

PAINTING- INTERIOR-
EXTERIOR
*Licenced & Insured *

— FREE ESTIMATES -
865-202-9425
REASONABLE PRICES!

REPAIR MAN
CJ Fixit

APPLIANCE SERVICE|
Are you having a problern with an
appliance not working properly?
Replacing an appliance is not always
the best amswer, and is NEVER
the cheapest answer.

Give CJ a call FIRST!
A part or adjusment may be all you need o
save HUNDREDS or even THOUSANDS
CALL U5 TODAY!
Senving Knoaville and sumounding areas.
Major credit cards accepled.

ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS,
METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER,
ROOF COATING:FREE
ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE SEVICES

“ROLENER

TREE SERVICE

TREE TRIMMING
OR REMOVAL

COMMERCIAL
and RESIDENTIAL

services available.

Over 50 years experience!
Locally owned! Insured!

FREE ESTIMATES!
423-259-0295

(®

Professional Tree Service

UTILITY LINE CLEARING
STORM WORK

REMOVAL SERVICE
EXPERT PRUNING

LAND CLEARING

Locally Owned
Licensed & Insured

FREE Estimates! Call TODAY!

865-385-9994
865-888-3580
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