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By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Wednesday’s Knox-
ville Fire Department 
Spring Recruitment event 
drew lots of attendees to 
the EXPO Center where 
people could learn about 
the department and the 
duties and benefits of fire-
fighters, and actually fill out 
an application.  

Applicants and their fam-
ilies talked with firefight-
ers, viewed equipment 
and vehicles, and learned 
about the benefits and the 
daily life of being part of 
the department.

Chief Stan Sharp said 
the fire department is look-
ing for more than a couple 
dozen new members to 

help fill out the depart-
ment’s roster. He said the 
upcoming graduating class 
of about 40 new members 

and the results from the 
recruiting event could bring 
the organization to near full 
strength.

The current men and 
women of the department 
demonstrated the equip-
ment and spoke on the 
training involved in becom-
ing a firefighter and EMT. 
Firefighters get a health 
plan, pension, and the 
pride of serving the com-
munity.

If you missed the event, 
you still have until March 
27 to apply. No experience 
is required, but applicants 
must be at least 18 years 
old, have a high school 
diploma or equivalent, and 
pass drug and alcohol test-
ing, background investiga-
tion, and post-offer physi-
cal examination. The appli-
cation form can be found 
online at KnoxvilleTN.gov/
Jobs.
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ARMSTRONG 
REMODELING

Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Wall Moving • Flooring • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Masonry • Carpentry • Decks • Fences • Plumbing • And more!

865-315-0630
Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Call the remodeling professionals! From handyman projects to major renovations, we can do it!

2022 Ford Ranger STX Crew cab  $27,590
2013 Lincoln MKX Clean, Save $$$  $13,770
‘21 Ford Expedition Max Platinum, 4X4 $49,995
2017 Infiniti QX60 AWD, Super clean  $18,880
2013 Subaru Outback 2.5i Limited, AWD $8,995
‘19 Honda Odyssey EX 

Good miles  $24,550
Prices include $399 dock fee. Plus tax, 
tag and title. WAC. Dealer retains all re-
bates. Restrictions may apply. See Dealer 
for details. Prices good through next week.

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville City Coun-
cil meets Tuesday and may 
vote to allot $1,059,400 for 
the creation of 36 afford-
able rental housing units 
at 1834 Beech Street. The 
Housing and Neighborhood 
Development Department 
is requesting the funds for 
a contract with Historic 
Griffin, LP.

The old house at 217 E. 
Scott Avenue may receive 
$200,000 in Historic Pres-
ervation Program funds. 
The funding would go to 
Jennifer Hattar and Khalid 

Hattar to support improve-
ments to the historic prop-
erty on a request from the 
same department. 

Lakeshore Park Conser-
vancy may get $266,395 
in budgetary support for 
administration, janitorial 
and mowing expenses in a 
request from the Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

The City Engineering 
Department is asking 
the council to approve an 
agreement with Miovision 
Technologies Incorporated 
to purchase “vehicle detec-
tion system” hardware 
and services at signalized 

Two-year real estate appraisal approved by commission 
By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Com-
mission voted last week 
to change the routine 
four-year appraisal of real 
estate properties to a two-
year cycle. On the recom-
mendation of the Knox 
County Mayor and Prop-
erty Assessor and the full 

endorsement of the com-
mission, the re-assessment 
change was spurred by a 
presentation at the meet-
ing by Tennessee Comptrol-
ler Jason Mumpower.

Mumpower said that 
Knox County is the 6th 
fastest growing area in 
the state and, according to 
U-Haul, Tennessee is the 

fifth most popular state 
for incoming residents. 
He added that the change 
to a two-year appraisal of 
real property is “happening 
across the state.”

The change doesn’t 
mean that the county prop-
erty tax rate will be increas-
ing, but the estimated value 
of a home or property will 

increase. Finance Director 
Chris Caldwell explained 
it to The Focus: “The two-
year cycle has the same 
requirements as the four-
year cycle, including equal-
ization.  For example, 
in that two-year cycle, if 
home values go up 20% 
on the aggregate, the tax 
rate will come down 20%.  

Thus, your taxes would be 
unchanged if your home 
increased by 20%.  Some 
homes and businesses will 
see increases greater than 
this amount, and their taxes 
will go up, while others will 
see a lesser increase, and 
their taxes will go down.”  

The commission also 
voted to authorize the 

purchase of the Fort 
Loudon Waste & Recy-
cling Inc. site at 2742 Han-
cock Street and 302 North 
Avenue in Knoxville. The 
facility suffered two fires in 
recent years. The $4.3 mil-
lion commercial purchase 
and sales agreement was 
sponsored by Knox County 

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Former Officer Gabriel 
Loya appeared before a 
special-called meeting of 
the Knox County Sheriff’s 
Office Employees’ Merit 
System Board last week 
to appeal his dismissal by 
Sheriff Tom Spangler. He 
did not have an attorney 
and briefly apologized for 
the actions that led to his 
firing.

Loya didn’t deny the 
charges against him but 
asked to be reinstated in 
spite of his poor judgment 
and confusion due to lack 
of sleep.  After taking a few 
questions from the board 
members, he said most of 
the charges against him 
were factual but sought 
the sympathy of the board. 
He said he was “in a state 
of panic” during his initial 
interview following the inci-
dent.

Knox County Sheriff’s 
Special Counsel Houston 
Havasy told the board there 
was lots of evidence and 

video of the incident and 
the statements Loya made 
to his superiors. He said 
that Loya failed “to carry 
out his burden of proof” 
and called for a summa-
ry judgment against the 
appeal.

While Loya raised some 
sympathy and concern 
from the board members, 
they voted unanimously to 
dismiss his appeal.

On December 5 last year, 
Loya was driving a vehicle 
with an arrestee in the rear 
of the vehicle. He was seen, 
on his body camera, play-
ing a video game on his 
cell phone while driving. 
Loya stopped the vehicle 
abruptly and the arrestee 
in the rear slid forward and 
struck the front compart-
ment wall.

He continued on the way 
to pick up another arrest-
ee but then diverted to 
the hospital so the arrest-
ee could get care. He said 
that someone had cut him 
off, causing him to stop 
abruptly.

Merit Board 
upholds firing of 

Officer Loya

Fire department recruiting draws crowd

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY

Knoxville Fire Chief Stan Sharp joins Captain Matthew 
Cataline at the water rescue display during the Spring 
Recruitment event at the Knoxville EXPO Center last 
week.

Council may approve 
funding for 35 affordable 

housing units

EYES ON THE PRIZE!

PHOTO BY LUTHER SIMMONS

Bearden High junior Natalya Hodge looks for two more points on this play against rival Farragut. Hodge has 
been voted the Knox County Player of the Year and heads up the All-Knox County team with a 25.7 scoring 
average. Please check out the other players on the All-Knox County team as well as post-season tournament 
action in this week’s Sports and Recreation, Section C.
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From a distance

By John J. Duncan Jr.
duncanj@knoxfocus.com

Left-Wing Lawyers Are Trying To Stop Trump On Everything

WWW.MATLOCKTIRESERVICE.COM

Celebrating 70 
years of Service, 

Dependability, Smooth 
Rides and Our Price 
Match Guarantee! 

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

MARYVILLE
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY
1301 Hwy 321 N

865-986-6533

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pkwy

423-744-9828

By Dr. Harold A. Black
blackh@knoxfocus.com
haroldblackphd.com

FOR MORE DETAILS & TERMS VISIT: www.powellauction.com

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37921

865-938-3403
K e n n y  P h i l l i p s ,  A u c t i o n e e r  -  L i c  #  2 3 8 5

ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
2935 WOODBINE AVENUE - KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

BIDDING BEGINS TO CLOSE: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 13TH AT 12:00PM - NOON (ET)

East Knoxville Investment Opportunity
Approx. 965 SF with 3 bedrooms & 1 bathroom

Unfinished basement with garage door
Lot Size: 50 x 140

Knox County Parcel/Tax ID: 082FB001

OPEN HOUSE: 
TUESDAY, MARCH 11TH FROM 2:00-4:00PM (ET)

I have called 
Trump’s tariffs 
“stupid,” and they 
are – maybe. I 
still don’t under-
stand the across-
the-board tariffs 
on Canada and 
Mexico, which 
punish U.S. car 
companies and 
reward the Jap-
anese and the Koreans. 
If Biden did this, I would 
speculate that Hunter prob-
ably had a hand in it. But 
Trump? Of course, Trump 
has threatened 100% on 
Chinese EVs but only put an 
additional 10% on Chinese 
goods. Why only 10%?

Now Trump’s trade rep-
resentative, Peter Navar-
ro, is pushing for “recip-
rocal” tariffs. Although 
there is a bill in the House 
to give Trump the author-
ity to impose these tariffs, 

Trump is likely to 
rush ahead and 
do it by executive 
order. What is a 
reciprocal tariff? 
Trump’s tariffs 
will be imposed 
on every coun-
try that trades 
with the United 
States. It will 
match any tariff 

levied on American goods 
exported to those coun-
tries.

The plan equalizes duties 
with virtually all U.S. trad-
ing partners. The action 
would mean that if a coun-
try charges a certain tariff 
on the U.S., it will receive 
the same treatment for its 
exports to America. Actual-
ly, the U.S. now only trails 
Brazil in the average tariff 
applied to all goods. Brazil’s 
is 8.5% and the U.S. is now 
7.5%. Does this mean that 

the U.S. will lower rather 
than raise tariffs? No. For 
example, the tariffs will be 
applied country by country. 
India imposes higher tariffs 
on American goods than 
America imposes on Indian 
goods. So, look for import 
tariffs on Indian goods to 
go up until they are equal-
ized with American tariffs 
on Indian goods.

You may recall that I had a 
conversation with Reagan’s 
most influential economic 
advisor, who said that he 
had spoken to Trump about 
the tariffs. He insisted that 
the author of the “Art of the 
Deal” was using tariffs as 
a bargaining tool. He point-
ed out that at a G7 meet-
ing, Trump offered to lower 
all U.S. tariffs to zero if the 
other countries reciprocat-
ed. None did. Now Trump 
is forcing their hands and 
using reciprocal tariffs as a 

negotiating tool. It is reveal-
ing that this threat was 
floated to coincide with the 
visit of Indian Prime Min-
ister Modi. India impos-
es among the highest tar-
iffs on selected American 
goods. Faced with recipro-
cal tariffs, Modi is expect-
ed to agree to cut import 
tariffs on at least 30 prod-
ucts, including a 100% 
tariff on Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles and a 25% 
tariff on U.S. automobiles. 
Top U.S. exports to India 
in 2023 included crude oil 
and petroleum products, 
LNG, coal, medical devic-
es, scientific instruments, 
scrap metals, turbojets, 
computers and almonds. 
Trump wants them to buy 
more U.S. arms and agri-
cultural products to reduce 
the trade deficit currently at 
$45.7 billion

Trump is obsessed with 

the U.S. trade deficit, which 
is $918 billion. Of course, 
even with reciprocal tar-
iffs, Trump will not be able 
to eliminate the trade defi-
cit with every partner. For 
example, Vietnam has very 
low tariffs of 1.1%. We have 
a trade deficit of $110 bil-
lion. Can this deficit be 
eliminated? It is doubtful, 
given Vietnam’s per capita 
income and small popula-
tion. However, the coun-
try’s currency, the dong, 
has fallen to very low levels 
against the dollar, making 
U.S. goods more expen-
sive and Vietnam imports 
cheaper. Look out for the 
Vietnamese to be accused 
of currency manipulation. 
Maybe Melania will ask 
Trump not to target Slove-
nia with its $5 billion trade 
deficit.

So I think I get it. Recip-
rocal tariffs are being 

used to equalize the tar-
iffs between the United 
States and every country 
in the world. It is a bargain-
ing tool if it impacts foreign 
countries more than it does 
the United States. What is 
overlooked is that the U.S. 
has a trade surplus with at 
least 25 countries. Afghan-
istan, Columbia, Leba-
non, Morocco, Costa Rica, 
Peru, Paraguay, the Neth-
erlands, Jamaica, Egypt, 
Qatar, the United Kingdom 
and Panama are some of 
the countries. Hong Kong 
is number one. Then, do we 
lower our tariffs on these 
countries even if they have 
higher tariffs on American 
goods? No. If they have a 
tariff on American goods 
then they will have a tariff 
put on theirs.

I spent 16 years as a 
lawyer and a judge before 
going to Congress and have 
maintained my law license 
and have done a very small 
amount of legal work since 
leaving Washington.

Thus, I was shocked 
when over 6,000 law pro-
fessors and law students 
signed a petition demand-
ing that Senators Ted Cruz 
and Josh Hawley be dis-
barred simply for question-
ing the results of the 2020 
election.

Professor Alan Dershow-
itz said that Cruz was the 
best student he ever had 
at Harvard Law School, 
and Hawley graduated from 
both Stanford and Yale Law 

School.
I graduated from the 

George Washington Uni-
versity Law School and was 
taught back then that even 
the worst criminals had the 
right to be defended in our 
courts.

The petition mentioned 
above showed me that too 
many of our law schools 
had become very political, 
very partisan, and really 
little more than leftist think 
tanks.

Now, there are apparent-
ly thousands of left-wing 
lawyers chomping at the 
bit to sue President Trump, 
trying to stop everything he 
is trying to do.

As I write this column, 
there are three federal 
judges who are at least 
temporarily stopping 
Trump’s executive order to 
do away with birthright citi-
zenship.

I have been interested in 
this issue for a long time, 
and was asked by The Ten-
nessean newspaper to 
write a column which was 
published on August 15, 
2010 under the title “U.S. 

Citizenship Is A Privilege.” 
That column follows here:

I spent 7½ years before 
coming to Congress as a 
Criminal Court Judge in 
Knoxville. Because of this 
and other experiences, I 
believe there is a right way 
to do things and a wrong 
way.

Thus, I am strongly 
opposed to illegal immi-
gration and do not believe 
those who are here illegally 
should be given the same 
status and rights as those 
who are here legally.

This, in part, is why I 
believe children born to 
those who are here illegal-
ly should be treated as citi-
zens of the countries from 
which their parents came 
and not as citizens of the 
United States.

When I was a judge, I 
was probably toughest on 
crimes against children, 
and I believe children of ille-
gal immigrants should be 
treated with the greatest of 
kindness.

But, citizenship in the 
United States should be 
regarded as a very great 

privilege, and it should 
not be granted lightly to 
anyone.

I am supporting an effort 
that is just beginning in Con-
gress to change the birth-
right citizenship provisions 
in the 14th Amendment. 
The 14th Amendment has 
been changed before. It 
refers only to voting by 
men, and this was changed 
by the 19th Amendment 
granting women the right 
to vote.

One of the original pur-
poses of the 14th Amend-
ment was to grant citizen-
ship and count as a whole 
(instead of just 3/5 as in 
the original Constitution) 
those persons who had 
been slaves. This was right 
and proper and should have 
been done long before it 
was.

Those who imply or say 
that being tough on ille-
gal immigration is some-
how racist are resorting to 
the sort of scurrilous per-
sonal attacks and child-
ish sarcasms that people 
often use when their case 
is weak.

It is very difficult to 
change the Constitution, 
and it should be. And the 
odds are very much against 
changing the birthright citi-
zenship provision.

But the 14th Amendment 
was not written to deal with 
anything related to illegal 
immigration. Our leaders 
in 1868 could never have 
envisioned the numbers we 
have coming here illegally 
today.

I have heard and read 
that half the people of the 
world have to get by on 
$2.00 or less a day [now it 
is $4.00]. Some three bil-
lion people are hoping for 
one good meal today and 
probably will not get it.

We are blessed beyond 
our comprehension to live 
in this country, and Amer-
icans are by far the most 
generous people in the 
world. No other country 
has even come close to 
the many millions we have 
allowed in legally over the 
course of just the last few 
years.

But our entire infrastruc-
ture – hospitals, schools, 

jails, roads, sewers, etc. – 
just could not support the 
rapid influx of the mega 
millions who would come 
here if we simply opened 
our borders.

While we all sympathize 
with those billions who 
are living in terrible pov-
erty around the world, we 
have to have a legal, orderly 
system of immigration and 
it must be enforced.

I saw a television pro-
gram several years ago 
which showed pregnant 
women who had come from 
Mexico to San Diego just 
before delivering so they 
could get free medical care, 
and so that their children 
would be U.S. citizens.

Some adults have later 
used the citizenship of their 
children as a basis to gain 
immigration for their fami-
lies.

The birthright citizen-
ship provision should be 
changed as a part of the 
overall reform of our immi-
gration laws.”

This column written in 
2010 is even more timely 
today.

Reciprocal Tariffs, Now I Get It ... I Think
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Last week, 
Governor Bill 
Lee released his 
budget propos-
al for the upcom-
ing fiscal year. It 
includes contin-
ued investments 
in public educa-
tion, rural com-
munities, long-
term care and 
services for the 
elderly and people with 
disabilities, conservation 
efforts, nuclear energy and 
public safety. 

One item that hasn’t 
received much atten-
tion is the over $118 mil-
lion to address skyrocket-
ing pharmaceutical costs 
for TennCare, our state’s 
Medicaid program. The 
increased price tag is large-
ly driven by the increased 
cost and utilization of 
GLP-1 drugs.

These so-called “mir-
acle drugs” certainly 
show promising results in 
addressing conditions like 
diabetes and heart disease 
– the most popular benefit 
of these drugs being weight 
management. 

Of course, we know that 
healthcare costs in gener-
al are rising, but it’s alarm-
ing that despite those long-
standing, upward trends in 
other areas of healthcare, 
the precipitous rise in 
drug prices is beginning to 
rear its ugly head with no 
shame. 

For example, TennCare 
did not need any addition-
al funds to cover the cost 
increase of prescription 
drugs in this current fiscal 
year. Therefore, the $118 
million year-over-year cost 
increase should stick out 
like a sore thumb. 

TennCare indicated that 
the price tag for these 
GLP-1 drugs comes out to 
about $11,000 per year 

for an individual. 
Surely, that cost 
is justified, right? 
Surely, they are 
expensive drugs 
to manufac -
ture, right? Well, 
researchers have 
found that these 
drugs actually 
cost less than $5 
a month per indi-
vidual to manu-

facture. That’s a $10,940 
difference. That’s a gap 
that is generating a mas-
sive profit for Big Pharma 
while hardworking Ameri-
cans struggle.

And the American 
people know this – includ-
ing 89% of Republicans 
- that Big Pharma’s greed 
is a “major factor” contrib-
uting to today’s high drug 
costs. 

In a recent inter-
view on Fox News, 

President Trump zeroed in 
on how Big Pharma is rip-
ping off Americans on an 
episode of “Special Report” 
with Bret Baier.

President Trump stated, 
“In London, you get it for 
$88. In New York, you get it 
for $1,200 – you can’t even 
buy it. It’s very unfair. The 
identical package, made in 
the same factory. Shipped 
to different places, but 
made literally in the same 
factory ... You go to Canada 
and all of the drugs are 
much less expensive.”

And it’s not just GLP-1 
drugs. Big Pharma raises 
prices on other essential 
medications year after year 
– and at times, by more 
than 5,000%. That’s right, 
5,000%.

Here are a few other 
examples:

- Americans pay more 
than three times what 

individuals in other coun-
tries pay for the exact same 
drugs.

- One company charges 
Americans 30x more for 
an inhaler that sells for just 
$9 in Germany.

- Another company charg-
es Americans $7,100 per 
year for a common drug 
used to treat blood clots 
and other heart conditions, 
compared to just $650 in 
France. 

We are blessed to live 
in a state that believes in 
fiscal conservatism and 
to have a strong leader in 
President Trump, but we 
are also left at the mercy 
of excessive profiteering 
by Big Pharma. Big Pharma 
needs to be held account-
able for boosting their prof-
its at the expense of Ameri-
can consumers.

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com
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Ballard Asks 
For Property 

Reappraisals Every 
Two Instead Of 

Four Years

Property Assessor Phil 
Ballard, who has been in 
office for six months while 
only winning his race by 
12 votes, has gotten the 
county commission to 
approve reassessing real 
estate every two years 
instead of every four.  As 
the daily newspaper indi-
cated, it means your prop-
erty taxes will be raised 
more often than before.  
The daily newspaper 
referred to the last prop-
erty tax hike in the City of 
Knoxville as modest when 
it was 40%.  Since when did 
anyone rationally refer to a 
40% increase in anything 
as “modest”? 

With the huge influx of 
newcomers fleeing “Blue” 
states and high taxes, they 
have descended on Ten-
nessee like the locusts who 
devoured all of Egypt.  The 

City of Knoxville in particu-
lar seems to think we have 
a responsibility to house 
anybody who shows up, 
hence the increasing traffic 
congestion and new apart-
ment complexes are spring-
ing up on every scrap of 
pavement and scrub grass 
in sight.  The more people 
who come here, the great-
er the strain on our local 
resources, schools, hospi-
tals, health care, parking, 
roads and housing.  The 
people fleeing from Califor-
nia, Illinois, Minnesota and 
the Northeast have come 
with their pockets full from 
selling their homes in what 
are inflated markets and 
paying cash here, and the 
demand for housing, as 
well as Bidenomics, has 
caused prices here to sky-
rocket. 

That is the crux of why 
Phil Ballard wants to reas-
sess property every two 
years, so as to assess 
your home at the much 
higher prices, meaning 
that you are going to pay 
more and probably much 
more in property taxes.  I 
know folks who have had to 
write hefty checks for their 
mortgage escrows due to 
the property tax hike in 
the City of Knoxville; either 
that or they pay more per 
month on their mortgage.  
Even homes that sold four 
or five years ago are bring-
ing substantially more than 
what they sold for then.  So, 
too, will the property tax bill 
be higher.

The good news is it will 
bring in a large amount of 

revenue for Knox County 
and the City of Knoxville 
to spend on our overbur-
dened infrastructure.  The 
bad news is the City gov-
ernment can’t be trust-
ed with spending taxpay-
er money as it is; the Gay 
Street Bridge is closed to 
automobiles because the 
City supposedly doesn’t 
have the money currently 
to fix it properly.  Bridges 
and roads should be taken 
care of before bike trails 
and greenways and art. 

Hundreds, if not thou-
sands of apartment units 
are being built along the 
river in South Knoxville, 
where traffic is already 
clogged from the pace of 
rapid development inside 
the city.  To get anywhere 
in Knoxville, South Knoxvil-
lians have to come across 
the Henley Street Bridge, 
the James White Parkway, 
or down Alcoa Highway.  Of 
course, most of the people 
doing the planning probably 
live in Fourth & Gill or West 
Knoxville and don’t have to 
cross the river, so they may 
not care.

When the daily newspa-
per, which has a long histo-
ry of being for any and every 
tax increase since humans 
invented the wheel, includ-
ing an income tax for Ten-
nessee, is doing a jig to tell 
us how wonderful it will be 
to have our property taxes 
raised every two years, 
folks better start paying 
attention.  But then again, 
bills always come due. The 
huge migration to Knox-
ville and Knox County has 

caused an unprecedented 
wave of development that 
has strained our resourc-
es. So - now the piper must 
be paid.

Drug Cartels 
Should Be 
Destroyed

Since 2022, 200 Ameri-
cans have died daily from 
fentanyl overdoses.  More 
than a quarter of a mil-
lion Americans have died 
from fentanyl overdos-
es since 2018.  Consid-
er that 36,000 Ameri-
cans lost their lives during 
the Korean War; 58,220 
Americans lost their lives 
during the Vietnam War.  
The number of Americans 
lost to fentanyl is aston-
ishing.  Yet, during the 
Biden administration, our 
borders were deliberately 
thrown wide open just so 
the Democrats could give 
the finger to Donald Trump.  
For quite nearly four years, 
the legacy and corporate 
media lied to our faces, 
along with the Biden admin-
istration and the Demo-
crats in Congress, that 
there was no crisis at the 
border.  The 250,000 Amer-
icans, many of them young 
people, dead from fentan-
yl overdoses doesn’t even 
take into account those 
dead from criminal violence 
like Laken Riley, whose 
name virtually no Demo-
crat or Joe Biden himself 
could or would utter.  Our 
congressman, Tim Bur-
chett, is sponsoring the No 
Tax Dollars for Terrorists 

Act. President Trump has 
designated drug cartels 
as terrorist organizations.  
Weekly bank shipments of 
American cash were being 
sent to the Central Bank of 
Afghanistan.  As Tim right-
ly points out, those people 
and countries who hate 
us will still hate us just as 
much for free.

The time has come 
to deal with the cartels 
and their gangs the way 
we would with pirates or 
marauders.  There isn’t a 
government on earth that 
doesn’t secure its own bor-
ders and that’s one big 
reason why.  The virtue sig-
naling and the lying of the 
corporate news media were 
very costly, both in terms of 
American blood and trea-
sure.

Bye, Bye Joy
Speaking of lying in the 

media, Joy Reid has been 
cancelled over at MSNBC.  
Naturally, Rachel Maddow 
and those on the Left have 
to point fingers at MSNBC, 
which is evidently racist.  
Maddow and her cohorts 
fail to mention that Reid’s 
time slot is being filled by 
another Black woman, a 
Black man, and a Latina, 
not a White male.  Yet only 
racism could be the cause 
for cancelling the shrill stu-
pidity of Reid, who is no 
more a journalist than a 
caterpillar is a bull.  Rachel 
Maddow, to whom MSNBC 
was paying millions to work 
one night a week, just 
called her own network 

“racist.” 
MSNBC, believe it or 

not, is a business and as 
Comcast doesn’t intend to 
carry a lifeless body around 
forever and pretend it’s 
merely on life support, it 
can’t keep a show on the 
air that nobody watches.  
MSNBC has seen its view-
ership drop by 53% since 
Donald Trump’s election 
last November.  The net-
work has been paring back, 
including Reid’s salary.  
MSNBC barely managed 
to attract an audience of 
734,000 viewers while 
CNN’s viewership was even 
less at 522,000.  The most 
highly sought-after demo-
graphic is that between 
the ages of 25 – 54 and 
MSNBC has just had its 
lowest January with that 
demographic in its entire 
history.   There were times 
when the viewership for 
MSNBC was just 45,000 
viewers for the day, with 
63,000 viewers during the 
supposed peak hours of 
the evening. 

Reid was all too often 
condescending and 
intensely critical of White 
people, had dif ficul -
ty explaining homopho-
bic posts to social media, 
and often mouthed some-
time truly bizarre opinions.  
Reid’s favorite topics were 
usually Black Lives Matter 
and immigration, and in her 
last show, she claimed fas-
cism is here already.  Pres-
ident Trump simply dis-
missed Reid as a “mental-
ly obnoxious racist.” 

Big Pharma Should Be Held Accountable

GUEST COLUMN
By Brian Hornback
Republican State Executive 
Committeeman, District 6

Mayor Glenn Jacobs and 
Commissioners Courtney 
Durrett, Rhonda Lee, Kim 
Frazier and Angela Rus-
sell.

Durrett, who represents 
District 2 where the aban-
doned waste recycling 
facility is located, noted 
the concerns of the Oak-
wood-Lincoln Park neigh-
borhood and said the 
change to a county dis-
tribution center there will 
“bring life” back to the 
area.

American Medical 
Response Director of 
Operations Jerry Carnish 
reported on his compa-
ny’s first year’s assess-
ment of service under 
the new contract with 
the county. He noted suc-
cess in reducing response 
time and attributed this 
to increased staffing. He 
told the commission that 
increasing the nurse nav-
igation system has been 
freeing up available ambu-
lances and agreements 
with local allied agencies 
for some nonemergency 
calls have also helped.  He 
said AMR still has chal-
lenges with hospital wait 
times but said those have 
been declining thanks to 
monthly meetings with 
hospitals. He also noted 
that Knox County 911 will 
be taking over dispatching 
AMR ambulances some-
time this summer.

In other business, the 
commission voted to 
approve a U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development grant of $2 

million for a program deal-
ing with “aging in place” 
home modifications for 
low-income senior resi-
dents. Commissioner Andy 
Fox wanted a discussion 
on the funding, noting his 
disapproval of using fed-
eral funds for any project 
and calling the funds “bor-
rowed money.” Fox was the 
only “No” vote on the reso-
lution.

The commission voted 
to approve creating two 
turning lanes on Westland 
Drive. Knox Developers 
LLC signed an MOU agree-
ing to take care of the plan-
ning, design and construc-
tion of the project, which 
will place a turn lane on 
Westland at Ridge Climber 
Way. Robert G. Campbell 
& Associates will be con-
tracted for $48,000 for the 
design of a left turn lane 
onto Ridge Climber Road.

The commission also 
approved several chang-
es to their meeting rules, 
including opening up the 
application process to the 
public for appointments to 
boards and committees 
and specifying the respon-
sibilities of the chair and 
vice chair on the Develop-
ment Corporation Board.

Several commission 
agenda items were moved 
to their March meeting, 
including the installation 
of a signal at Bakertown 
Road and Schaad Road, 
improvements at the inter-
section of Kingston Pike 
and Ebenezer Road, and 
updating recording fees 
at the Knox County Regis-
ter’s Office.

Two-year real 
estate appraisal 

approved by 
commission 
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Anyone new to zonings, re-
zonings, or zoning appeals 
might be confused by what a 
developer is actually request-
ing. Two houses or apartments 
per acre doesn’t sound like a 
huge request, does it?

But what is approved could 
be many more residential 
units than requested.

A developer may come 
before the planners or com-
mission with a request to 
rezone 100 acres of agricul-
tural land to residential with 
two dwellings per acre and 
walk away with approval for 
four, six or eight units an acre 
on 50 acres instead.

Kevin Murphy of the Knox 
Community Planning Alliance 
speaks often on requests for 
zoning or land use plans at 
the Knoxville City Council and 
the Knox County Commission, 
Zoning Commission and Board 
of Zoning Appeals meetings. 
The Focus asked Murphy to 

comment.
“If it’s approved, they get 

100 acres at two units per 
acre for 200 total units. That’s 
the number they play with as 

they lay out the units on the 
parcel. For the county, that’s 
the number of units that drives 
increased need for schools, 
traffic, parks, etc.

“If they are required to con-
serve 50% (50 acres) then 
they can put up to 200 units 
on the 50 remaining acres, 
which is four units per acre for 
that 50, plus we get to keep 50 
acres as natural space, farm, 
etc.,” Murphy said.

“And yes, if they only used 
25 acres (let’s say the other 75 
is severely sloped), they could 
put 200 units on those 25 
acres, which probably means 
townhomes or apartments at 
that density,” he explained.

“In our planned residential 
zone, this type of allocation 
is always allowed. They often 
have ridges, creeks, etc. Or 
maybe they want to do apart-
ment units instead of single-
family houses. It happens 
fairly often. The ’visual den-
sity‘ of what actually built on 
a portion of the property may 
not, often does not, match 
the approved density. It gets 
approved at two per acre,” he 
said.

Continued from page 1

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

It took a split 6-5 vote by the 
Knox County Commission to 
approve a zoning change at 7217 
Bell Road last week. The change 
from agricultural to a low-density 
residential zoning was requested 
by Thomas Burdette and Kevin 
Dean spoke for the applicant. The 
request was to permit the build-
ing of seven homes per acre, but 
nearby resident Randy Cunning-
ham objected.

Cunningham told the commis-
sion about the narrow and busy 
road being used heavily by “cut-
through” traffic and noted that 

246 homes already exist along 
the route. Commissioner Shane 
Jackson moved to permit three 
homes per acre.

Voting against the zoning 
change were Commissioners 
Angela Russell, Terry Hill, Rhonda 
Lee, Adam Thompson and Andy 
Fox.

The commission voted to post-
pone until March any decision on 
a request from Terry Romans for 
a zoning change at 1907 East 
Governor John Sevier Highway. 
Romans wanted to build storage 
buildings near a planned subdivi-
sion. Commissioner Kim Frazier 
noted a denial recommendation 
by the planning staff and said the 

request was a “really odd place” 
to be inside a subdivision. Andy 
Fox, who represents the district, 
noted the plans are also beside 
an industrial site.

Thompson was informed that 
the 5,000 square feet permitted 
in a neighborhood commercial 
zone he had requested are lim-
ited to one building, not several. 
Commission Chair Gina Oster rec-
ommended a thirty-day postpone-
ment and that was passed.

A planned residential zone was 
approved at 8007 Millertown Pike 
for two units per acre. Stefan 
Claar requested 43 residential 
units on 9.5 acres of the prop-
erty’s total 21.67 acres, with the 

back portion of the property to be 
preserved. The agricultural land 
that has belonged to the same 
family for more than 110 years 
can only be purchased for devel-
opment with final zoning approval.

Commissioner Adam Thomp-
son initially moved to postpone 
the request but after hearing from 
Claar and other council members 
and learning that Claar had a site 
plan, Thompson said the plans 
“sound pretty attractive.”

Some of the commissioners 
asked for details of the plans.

Commissioner Larsen Jay 
asked the other members not 
to get too involved in the details 
and Frazier noted that a more 

comprehensive plan should be 
included in any zoning request.

The zoning change passed 
unanimously.

Molly Hughes requested and 
was approved to change 2425 
Mine Road from industrial to agri-
cultural so a home could be built 
for a mother-in-law.

Paul Blake’s request for the 
rezoning of property at 125 High-
land View Drive from agricultur-
al to low-density residential was 
approved.

Benchmark Associates Inc. 
also received approval for 2007 
Robinson Road to change from 
agricultural to low-density resi-
dential.

intersections around the city. In a related 
item the council will consider a contract 
with Integrated Response Systems LLC 
for on-call maintenance and repair of the 
city’s inductive vehicle detection loops for 
traffic signals, upping the annual amount 
by $25,000 to $70,000. 

U. S. Bank may see an agreement for 
banking services for four years at an 
annual cost of $40,000. Purple Horse Hos-
pitality may get an agreement to manage 
Whittle Springs and Knoxville Municipal 
golf courses. 

Parks and Recreation is asking for 
$21,394 from its grants and benevolence 
fund to be used to help fund some local 
qualified organizations. 

The council may consider removing a 
previous zoning designation for Zero Mil-
lard Beets Road on a request from the 
planning commission. Knoxville-Knox 
Planning is also recommending a zoning 
change at 6200 Papermill Drive from gen-
eral commercial to highway commercial. 

Council may 
approve funding 
for 35 affordable 

housing units

Commission splits on Bell Road subdivision vote

PHOTO BY MIKE STEELY VIA KCM TV

Community Planning Alliance’s Kevin Murphy spoke at a Board 
of Zoning Appeals meeting recently and explains to The Focus 
why two houses per acre could turn into four or more.

When does two turn into four or more?
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The Three Rs

How to Make 
Tough Decisions 
for Your Aging 

Loved One
On March  11 , 

the Morning Pointe 
Foundation will pres-
ent “How to Make Tough 
Decisions for Your Aging 
Loved One,” its annual 
Caregiver Café panel dis-
cussion for seniors and 
their families, at Morning 
Pointe of Hardin Valley in 
Knoxville.

The free event, which 
runs from 6-7:30 p.m., will 
allow participants to ask 
questions from a panel 
of three experts in areas 
of financial planning, 
Medicaid and Medicare, 
and veterans benefits. 

This is the second year 
the Caregiver Café has 
met in person with a panel 
discussion.

Panelists this year will 
be:

-    Glenn Kyle, CELA, 
attorney with Franklin & 
Kyle Elder Law, LLC

-    Greg Boling, busi-
ness development man-
ager with Senior Financial 
Group

-    Charles McGhee, 
veteran service offi-
cer with the Tennessee 
Department of Veterans 
Services

A Day Away 
By Mike Steely

Knox v i l le’s  Ever ly 
Brothers Park is but one 
of many places across 
the country that claim the 
famous musicians, who 
attended West High School 
briefly and appeared on the 
Cas Walker Television Show 
as teenagers.

Central City, Kentucky, 
is about 35 miles from 
Owensboro and claims 
the Everly Brothers as 
well. Phil Everly was born 
in Chicago but Don was 
born in Brownie, which is 
now Central City.  A marker 
there notes that both broth-
ers attended high school in 
Knoxville.

But Central City has 
another claim to the 
brothers: both Don and 
Phil are buried there in 
Rose Hill Cemetery. Other 
accounts have Phil buried 
in Nashville and Don buried 
in Central City.

The Everly Brothers were 
the sons of a musical family 
that moved around, enter-
taining for a living.

On Labor Day in 1988, 
Central City hosted an Everly 
Brothers Homecoming and 
the annual event spanned 
14 years before becoming 
an annual cruise-in and 
car show on that holiday to 
honor the brothers.

This is our one & only 
chance to restore democra-
cy from the dictatorship of 
the bureaucracy. It is now 
or never. It must be now.

Elon Musk

Education is a priority 
in our post-modern world. 
Unfortunately, some may 
have learned the proverbial 
three Rs of grade school but 
not the lesson of common 
sense, which is the focus of 
President Trump’s reforma-
tion of Washington and the 
government.

Listening to the legacy 
media and the Democrat 
leadership’s chatter about 
the DOGE team headed by 
Elon Musk, you might think 
they have no common 
sense regarding the def-
icit, the economy or the 
necessity of governmental 
reform. Since these people 
are not fools, one can only 
surmise that they are so 
driven by their ideology that 
they have collectively lost 

their minds.
They should listen to the 

genius Elon Musk, who logi-
cally explained to a room 
full of media and America 
the necessity of his audit 
and correcting the fraud, 
waste and abuses in a gov-
ernment that has become 
“bloated, fat and disgust-
ing” (President Trump). 
Businessman Kevin 
O’Leary of Shark Tank 
explained that Musk has 
a mandate to audit rather 
than to act on his findings. 

DOGE is but one of 
many avenues of reform 
underway by the Trump 
Administration, his advi-
sors and Cabinet. I watched 
some of the televised first 
Cabinet meeting and was 
impressed by the assem-
bled presidential entou-
rage. I have to admit that 
I have a jaded attitude 
regarding Washington and 
rarely think the leadership 
represents the country’s 
best and brightest. But 

for the first time in a long 
time, I have hope. I under-
stand that the feckless 
Washington Democrats 
and the legacy media 
refuse to get it and will 
resist any reforms that curb 
their gravy train. However, 
We The People get it. DOGE 
has shown us the corrup-
tion in Washington and the 
necessity of government 
reform.

The bloated and unelect-
ed bureaucracy that has 
served the Washington 
ruling class for decades 
must be changed. We must 
win this war or be forever 
enslaved.

Reform goes far beyond 
the discoveries of DOGE. 
Even the leftist Axios 
admits tax cuts are not 
the problem. Washington 
does not have a reve-
nue problem. Washington 
has a spending problem. I 
won’t go wonky on you, but 
if you’re interested, I rec-
ommend you Google the 
Laffer curve, which shows 
that confiscatory taxation 
produces declining govern-
ment revenue. And since 
the government can’t go 
out of business, it just 
prints more dollars, which 
produces inflation, deval-
uing the dollars in your 
pocket. 

Have you ever been fired 
from a job? I have. Years 
ago, I had a summer job at 
McDonalds and the Boss’s 

motto was, “If you have 
time to lean, you have time 
to clean.” I didn’t have to 
answer an email or list five 
tasks I had recently accom-
plished because the Boss 
observed that my counter 
work was substandard. As 
a result, he put me on the 
garbage detail and when 
that didn’t work out, he 
said, “You’re done.”

The lesson I learned 
was there are Chiefs and 
Indians. The boss is the 
boss and if you don’t like 
taking orders, you should 
find a way to be your own 
boss. I did so fifty years 
ago. However, the MD after 
my name just revealed my 
new boss: my responsibility 
to my patients and the pur-
suit of excellence.

Also, about the time I 
was graduating from medi-
cal school, I rediscovered 
the Big Boss and the lead-
ership of Christ. Things rap-
idly fell into place for me as 
Becky and I soon rediscov-
ered each other and we 
became co-equal bosses 
in our marriage. Bob Dylan 
once sang that everyone’s 
“Gotta Serve Somebody.” 
Apparently, some federal 
workers have missed this 
important aspect of their 
education and employment 
prerequisites. 

Becky and I are fans of 
Victor Davis Hanson, who 
is a brilliant scholar of clas-
sics, an emeritus professor 

and a conservative writer. 
My wife Becky is the editor 
of this column. She is also 
the CEO of our home and 
“the boss.” Complementing 
one of my essays, she once 
paid me a memorable com-
pliment by jokingly refer-
ring to me as “Little Vic.” 
Yes, I was honored, but 
“Big Vic’s” recent essay, 
“Revolution, Resistance 
and Restoration,” (available 
at americanwirenews.com) 
is a testament of the real 
professor.

Hanson recognizes that 
we are in the midst of a 
counter-revolution led by 
President Trump against 
the bloated government 
and the Democrats’ resis-
tance. But I believe the 
resistance also includes 
the globalist elites of 
Europe as Vice President 
JD Vance recently pointed 
out. Claus Van Schwab’s 
World Economic Forum and 
the legacy media are also 
part of the resistance cabal 
to Trumpism. However, the 
legacy media has largely 
destroyed itself because 
of their delusional hatred 
of Trump and their unprinci-
pled dishonesty. I offer the 
example of MSNBC circling 
the drain, but all of them 
(AP, POLITICO, etc.) have 
dwindling readers and view-
ers and are in financial trou-
ble as ad revenue declines 
and their USAID subsidies 
are cancelled.

I especially like Hanson’s 
use of the term restoration 
as the purpose of Trump’s 
MAGA movement and 
reforms. The restoration of 
government accountabili-
ty and credibility of agen-
cies like the IRS, FBI and 
DOJ must occur if our rep-
resentative republic is to 
continue. Just recently it 
was reported that the IRS 
criminally leaked and made 
public more than 400,000 
tax forms of citizens and 
businesses. The IRS has 
been corrupt since Lois 
Lerner, so whining about 
Elon Musk’s current audits 
is ridiculous and telling.

President Trump and his 
cabinet leaders are coun-
tering the lunacies of the 
Democrats’ open border 
policy, men in women’s 
sports and sexual reas-
signment surgery of chil-
dren. It is astonishing that 
Democrats are siding with 
entitlement-minded gov-
ernment workers rather 
than We The People.

The oh-so-trustwor-
thy Democrats screaming 
bloody murder about DOGE 
auditing the government 
because Musk isn’t an 
elected official is the height 
of hypocrisy. Perhaps the 
screams are more about 
fear of personal exposure 
than righteous indignation. 
Food for thought. 

Central City and the 
Everly Brothers

The memorial marker in Central City, Ky., notes Knoxville 
as one of the Everly family’s hometowns. Both Don and 
Phil Everly are buried in the Kentucky city, Don’s birth-
place.
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This year has 
already kicked 
the behinds of 
folks. The weath-
er has been ... 
wintry, complete 
with snow and 
endless rain. 
Around here, 
winter hasn’t 
been this rough 
in several years. 
We’ve also had to deal 
with some downright 
nasty viruses. One, in par-
ticular, leaves its victims 
struggling for as long as 
a month. A stomach bug 
has locked a few friends 
in their bathrooms, or at 
least they have been close 
enough to the water closet 
to avoid a terrible accident 
when the next cramp hits.

We’re a sickly nation this 
year. I can’t imagine what 
our predicaments would 
be if many of us hadn’t 
been vaccinated. The 
thoughts of anything like 
the covid pandemic hit-
ting spikes our anxieties. 
For some reason, debates 
are swirling about vacci-
nations, but I don’t under-
stand the problem.

At six months old, Jim 
and I came down with 
cases of chicken pox. 
Although our parents suf-
fered through our out-
breaks and itching and 

crying and even 
squalling, I am 
thankful that 
I wasn’t old 
enough to know 
what was going 
on.

Before we 
were school 
age, the mumps 
hit us. This time, 
Mother also fell 

ill, and I remember the con-
cern for her since adults 
don’t handle such illness-
es as well as children.

The measles came 
along during our elemen-
tary school years. I remem-
ber looking in the mirror 
at the rash that covered 
my entire body. What the 
differences are between 
German measles and the 
more serious red mea-
sles is a mystery to me. 
All I remember is suffer-
ing from a fever and not 
being able to watch televi-
sion for fear that our eye-
sight might be affected.

The reason that we con-
tracted these diseases 
had nothing to do with 
parent neglect. It seemed 
that as a child, we were 
on the way to the doc-
tor’s office for another 
vaccination every couple 
of weeks. On the first day 
of school, other first grad-
ers were rounded up and 

taken to the gym. They’d 
not completed all the vac-
cinations necessary for 
attending public school. 
Some cried and others 
cursed their parents, but 
in the end, every child was 
protected from the spread 
of diseases due to those 
shots.

Back then, we also had 
to have a TB test. We’d 
stand in line in the gym as 
health department nurses 
injected something into 
the backs of our forearms. 
Most of us feared the shot, 
but the ones who freaked 
out tested positive when 
the shot sites reddened 
and/or swelled.

Polio vaccines were the 
most important back in 
the day. We all knew chil-
dren who had been strick-
en with that disease, and 
it scared the hell out of us. 
Of course, we were over-
joyed when the shots were 
replaced with sugar cubes.

I don’t understand the 
hesitancy of folks to vac-
cinate their children. 
Parents would never allow 
little ones to play on a 
busy street, nor would 
they allow those young-
sters to play with guns. 
However, too many people 
are now questioning the 
effectiveness of vaccina-
tion. Some declare they 

do more harm than good. 
The new Secretary of HHS 
has called into question 
the effectiveness and 
safety of vaccinations, 
but he did make sure his 
children received those 
protections. I’m not a sci-
entist, nor have I spent 
time diving into the pool of 
information about vaccina-
tions. However, I know that 
for years, these shots have 
protected generations 
against diseases that kill.

Yes, Americans have 
freedom of choice. At the 
same time, that freedom 
ends when it upends the 
freedoms of others from 
being exposed to danger-
ous diseases. Sometimes, 
the public welfare dic-
tates the adherence to 
health guidelines set by 
folks who have spent their 
careers combatting harm-
ful things.

Let’s hope the measles 
outbreak makes a quick 
exit and that no more lives 
are negatively affected or 
lost. At the same time, 
let’s all think of what is 
best for the entire country 
in all disagreements. That 
includes immunizing chil-
dren from life-threatening 
diseases.

FROM THE MOUNTAINS by 
Jadon Gibson

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Vaccinations

KNOX RAIL SALVAGE

Mon - Fri 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Sat 8 a.m. - noon   
www.knoxrailsalvage.com 

4214 Greenway
Fountain City

(865) 505-7283

 200 E Magnolia 
Knoxville

(865) 524-8000

3X6 White Subway Tile
$1.99 Sq. Ft.

4X16 White Subway Tile
$1.99 Sq. Ft.

12X24 Porcelain Tile
$1.19 Sq. Ft.

Interior & 
Exterior Doors, 

Windows, 
Vanities & 

Plywood Kitchen 
Cabinets 

IN STOCK 
TODAY

Check with us on your hardwood, vinyl and plank flooring needs.

Furniture & All Home Decor 15% OFF Lowest Price

***CLOSEOUT***
LVP Flooring starting 

at $1.99 Sq. Ft.

NEW - Engineered 
Hardwood Flooring on 
Sale for $1.99 Sq. Ft. 

10% OFF of All Flooring
New Subway Tile & 

Flooring Tile

Central City also is 
home to the Green River 
Correctional Complex, an 
underground mine, and the 
Kentucky Women’s Hall of 
Fame. The Muhlenberg 
County Rail Trail is there 
along with a rebuilt rail 
car from the Paducah and 
Louisville Railroad.

Another famous musi-
cian, flutist Jim Walker, 
hails from Central City. The 
population is only about 
6,000 people and the 
Western Kentucky Parkway 
skirts the south edge of 

the city. Originally called 
Morehead’s Horse Mill, 
the city was also known as 
Stroud City.

In our many travels over 
the years, my wife and I 
stopped at Central City 
and paused at the Everly 
Brothers monument there. 
Anyone in the area of 
Bowling Green should head 
north and visit Central City. 
On the way, you might want 
to take a brief side trip to 
Paradise and remember 
another noted late musi-
cian, John Prine.

Central City and 
the Everly Brothers

Cont. from page 1

Religious Injustice 
in Early America

By Jadon Gibson

“Faith without works 
is dead,” Brother William 
Webber said earnest-
ly before a gathering on 
August 12, 1771, as he 
spoke from the epistle of 
James. “A dead faith is 
worse than no faith at all. 
Faith must be put to work. 
You must use faith. It must 
produce. It must be visible. 
Verbal faith is not enough. 
Mental faith is not suffi-
cient. Faith is essential 
but you must also use it to 
inspire action.”

Magistrate James 
Montague of Middlesex 
County, Virginia, moved 
swiftly through the crowd 
to the front of the meeting 
house where he grabbed 
hold of Webber’s arm and 
started pulling him from the 
building. Montague was fol-
lowed by a parson of the 
local parish and several 
others upset that Webber 
was preaching without a 
license. Some other area 
preachers were upset, too, 
because they were losing 
some of their parishioners.

The magistrate and the 
others whisked Brother 
Webber outside along 
with Brethren John Waller, 
Robert Ware, Richard 
Faulkner, James Greenwood 
and Brother Wafford. They 
were arrested and held for 
trial. Others had already 
been arrested.

Prior to their arrest the 
meetings were well received 
by some of the most influ-
ential residents of the area.

“They behaved as well 
as anyone has at any of 
our meetings,” John Waller 
wrote. “They were most 
respectful as they listened 
to the new birth and free 
grace.”

The preachers were taken 
into a room following their 
arrest. Their pockets were 
searched for knives and fire-
arms, but the magistrate 
found nothing of interest.

Brother Wafford was 
flogged severely and 
Brother Henry Street 
received one lash and was 
forbidden from accompany-
ing his brethren to addition-
al meetings, open or closed.

“We were charged with 
carrying on a meeting 
against the authority of the 
land,” John Waller wrote. “I 
asked if we had license to 
preach in the county and 
learned that we did not. We 
were required to give bond 
and security not to preach 
anymore in Middlesex 
County. We refused to 
agree.”

Brother Wafford was 
ordered to leave Middlesex 
County by noon the follow-
ing day or be imprisoned. 
Charges against Brother 
Faulkner were dismissed, 
but the others were turned 
over to the sheriff and taken 
to jail.

“Lock them in jail and 
don’t give them the light 
of day until court day,” the 
judge ordered.

Yet the men were well 
treated while imprisoned.

“Blessed be to God that 
the sheriff and jailer have 
treated us with as much 
kindness as could be 
expected from strangers,” 
John Waller wrote. “God 
bless them, may they be 
rewarded.”

“We find the Lord so gra-
cious and kind to us. Our 
needs are well attended to 
while we are prisoners.”

Meanwhile, six others — 
Lewis Craig, John Burrus, 
John Young, Edward 
Herndon, James Goolrick 
and Bartholomew Choning 
were imprisoned in Carolina.

“Dreadful threats are 
being raised through-
out neighboring counties 
against the Lord’s faith-
ful and humble followers,” 
Waller closed.

A very few years later, 
when George Washington 
became the first president 
of the United States, the 
United Baptist Churches 
of Virginia assembled in 
Richmond and drafted a 
letter to the president.

“We wish to express our 
satisfaction in your appoint-
ment to the nation’s high-
est office. Following the gain 
of independence, you, our 
Hero on earth laid down 
your sword at the feet of 
those who gave it to you. A 
great example for the world 
to see.”

A concern for religious 
freedom in the New World 
was broached in the letter, 
prompting President George 
Washington to reply.

“If I had entertained the 
slightest apprehension that 
the Constitution might pos-
sibly endanger the religious 
rights of any ecclesiastical 
society, I would never have 
affixed my signature to it. 
And if the government might 
ever endeavor to render the 
liberty of conscience inse-
cure no one will be more 
zealous than myself in 
establishing the effectual 
barriers against spiritual tyr-
anny and every species of 
religious persecution.”

COPYRIGHT 2025 JADON GIBSON

Delta Sigma Theta presents 
free Empowerment Forum
The Oak Ridge Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority Inc. and the National Coalition of 100 
Black Women Greater Knoxville Chapter will host a 
free Economic Development Empowerment Forum: 
“Empower Today, Transform Tomorrow.” Key topics 
are Wills and Trusts, Life Insurance and Long-Term 
Care, Retirement Planning and Credit and Money 
Management. Come out to gain valuable insights to 
help secure your financial future while networking 
and engaging with expert presenters. Enjoy prizes, 
delicious food, and a morning dedicated to growth 
and learning.

Event Details
- Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025
- Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
- Location: American Museum of Science and 

Energy (AMSE)
115 Main Street East, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 (next 

to JCPenney) (865)294-4531
Don’t miss this opportunity to empower yourself 

and transform your tomorrow. Share with friends 
and family—this event is open to everyone in the 
community.
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Congressman John 
Jennings, the incumbent 
from Tennessee’s Second 
Congressional District, 
was fighting an increasing-
ly bitter reelection battle 
inside the Republican pri-
mary.  The contest was 
more personal than it 
would have been otherwise 
because it was fueled by 
the intense dislike between 
Judge Jennings and his 
challenger, Howard Baker 
(not to be confused with his 
son who was the U.S. sen-
ator from Tennessee).  A 
disagreement at the 1948 
GOP National Convention 
had made the two men 
enemies and to this day, 
a difference in politics can 
make one-time friends the 
bitterest of adversaries.  
Throughout his decade in 
Congress, John Jennings 
had been the most influen-
tial supporter of the pres-
idential ambitions of New 
York Governor Thomas 
E. Dewey in Tennessee.  
Howard Baker, a veteran 
campaigner, was the chair 
of Tennessee’s delegation 
to the Republican National 
Convention and had voted 
for Senator Robert Taft 
of Ohio.  Jennings was 
stunned, believing Baker 
was pledged to Dewey.  The 
congressman and Baker 
exchanged hard words and 
left the convention as politi-
cal enemies.

Judge Jennings had been 
hard pressed to win renom-
ination inside the 1948 
GOP primary, facing attor-
ney Hobart Atkins.  Howard 
Baker loudly supported 
Atkins in the primary con-
test and made speeches in 
several counties support-
ing Atkins and denouncing 
Jennings. 

Baker’s campaign was 
managed by the candi-
date’s 24-year-old son, 
known as “Howard Henry,” 
a recent law school grad-
uate who was also his 
father’s law partner.  Baker 
opened the campaign by 
pointing to the salary of 
Miss Helen Jennings, the 
daughter of the congress-
man and the highest paid 
employee in the congress-
man’s office.  Howard 
Baker also pointed to the 
absences of Jennings 
from Washington when 
Congress was in session.

As is oftentimes the 
case, there was more to 
the campaign than met 
the eye.  There was a 
determined effort to oust 
both Tennessee GOP con-
gressmen.  Guy Lincoln 
Smith was the editor of the 
Knoxville Journal, a daily 
newspaper that made no 
bones about being the 
voice of Republicanism in 
East Tennessee and the 
entire Volunteer State.  
Smith was also the chair-
man of Tennessee’s State 
Republican Party and 
closely allied to the most 
influential Republican 
in Tennessee, former 
Congressman Carroll 
Reece.  Reece was a rarity 
in politics, a success-
ful Republican below the 
Mason-Dixon Line and a 
national figure.  Reece had 

served as the chairman of 
the Republican National 
Committee and had pre-
sided over the 1946 elec-
tions, which had been a 
banner year for the GOP.  
Republicans, campaign-
ing on the slogan “Had 
Enough?” captured con-
trol of both Houses of 
Congress, which ended the 
age of Roosevelt.  Reece, 
although he tried to remain 
impartial in the 1948 
presidential contest, was 
thought to be favorable to 
the presidential candidacy 
of Robert Taft and follow-
ing the convention, which 
nominated Tom Dewey, the 
New Yorker replaced the 
Tennessean as chairman of 
the national party.  Reece 
came home to run for the 
United States Senate in 
what was believed to be 
the best year Republicans 
had seen since 1920.

Tennessee Republicans 
nominated a serious state-
wide ticket in Reece for the 
Senate and country music 
legend Roy Acuff for gov-
ernor.  Republicans grew 
excited and Democrats 
highly nervous when the 
Reece-Acuff ticket drew 
tens of thousands to their 
campaign appearances 
even in the most rabid-
ly Democratic areas.  The 
result was a disaster, with 
Reece and Acuff winning 
only a third of the vote 
statewide.  Worse still, the 
Reece-Acuff ticket had 
run well behind Governor 
Dewey in the First and 
Second Districts, which 
were reliably Republican.  
Reece and Acuff had lost 
the Second District.  Guy 
Smith believed the reason 
why was because the 
ticket had been under-
cut by Congressmen John 
Jennings and Dayton 
Phillips.  Smith deter-
mined both men must be 
removed from the House of 
Representatives.

Reece was running hard 
to reclaim his seat in the 
House from Dayton Phillips 
and Howard Baker was 
challenging John Jennings.  
The Knoxville Journal lav-
ished praise upon Carroll 
Reece and Howard Baker 
while missing no opportu-
nity to bad mouth Jennings 
and Dayton Phillips. 

Both Roy Acuff and 
Hobart Atkins campaigned 
for Howard Baker at a 
rally in Maynardville.  All 
three - Acuff, Atkins and 
Baker - fired off verbal 
salvos in the direction of 
Congressman Jennings.  
Roy Acuff accused the con-
gressman of having worked 
against the Reece-Acuff 
ticket in the 1948 election, 
while Howard Baker ham-
mered home his theme of 
Jennings’ absenteeism. 

Fred Travis once wrote 
that John Jennings “takes 
to a political fight or a law-
suit like a child headed to 
an ice cream parlor.”  Once 
having a full head of red 
hair, it had turned gray 
and fallen out, but the con-
gressman could still make 
a fiery speech with the best 
of them and was renowned 
for using neither notes nor 

written speeches, prefer-
ring to speak off the cuff.

Congressman Jennings 
hurled back the accusa-
tion of absenteeism at 
Baker.  The congressman, 
always well able to take his 
own part in any dispute, 
said “if Mr. Baker wants 
to go after a congress-
man who holds an all-time 
record for absenteeism, I 
hand him his boss, Mr. B. 
Carroll Reece.”  Jennings 
insisted Reece had never 
resigned his seat in the 
House in 1946 when he 
had been elected chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committee, but according 
to Jennings, Reece had 
done little or nothing as 
a congressman, although 
Reece had “clung to his 
salary.”  “For nine long 
months, Mr. Reece drew 
$9000 in salary and never 
answered a roll call nor 
voted on a single measure,” 
Jennings cried.  “I have fre-
quently seen Mr. Reece, 
after he was elected chair-
man of the Republican 
National Committee on 
April 1, 1946, slip out of 
the House to avoid answer-
ing a roll call on a measure 
that was being voted on at 
a time when his vote was 
needed by the Republican 
Party.” 

Nor did Jennings ignore 
Howard Baker, who had 
served as district attor-
ney general for a collection 
of counties surrounding 
his native Scott County.  
Jennings said “the all-time 
record among district attor-
ney generals in the state … 
for absenteeism from his 
post” belonged to Howard 
Baker.  Jennings reminded 
voters that while serving 
as attorney general, Baker 
was “in the active prac-
tice of civil law.”  “In the 
Chancery Court of Scott 
County alone, Mr. Baker 
had 94 cases, not to men-
tion suits in which he was 
employed in the courts of 
other counties,” Jennings 
said.  Baker had 108 cases 
in the circuit court of Scott 
County and the congress-
man noted the Tennessee 
General Assembly had 
made it illegal for a district 
attorney general to practice 
law during the 1949 ses-
sion after Baker’s “failure.”

Jennings continued to 
pound home his belief that 
Baker was “the candidate 
of B. Carroll Reece, who 
seeks to make the great 
Second Congressional 
District the tail of his politi-
cal kite.”

Baker continued his 
attack on Jennings’ employ-
ing his daughter and tend-
ing to his own thriving law 
practice.  Baker promised 
to be a “full-time” congress-
man if elected and said he 
would open an office in 
the post office building in 
Knoxville, staffed by a field 
secretary who would help 
constituents with prob-
lems.  Baker noted that 
congressmen were allowed 
office space in a local post 
office building.  “My oppo-
nent never took time to 
open it.  He was too busy in 
his law office,” Baker said. 

Jennings responded by 
producing a letter written 
to him by Howard Baker 
asking the congressman 
to help his son get a nomi-
nation to West Point.

In the middle of July, the 
Knoxville News-Sentinel 
endorsed Frank Wilson 
for the Democratic nomi-
nation for the House and 
John Jennings for the GOP 
nomination.  The News-
Sentinel, then as now, was 
a Democratic newspaper 
and such a dual endorse-
ment likely did Judge 
Jennings more harm than 
good inside a Republican 
primary contest.  The 
News-Sentinel opined that 
the absenteeism charge 
against Jennings was likely 
true during some of his 
earlier terms in office, but 
less so since the Second 
World War, when the con-
gressman “has been on 
the job most of the time.”  
The newspaper attributed 
much of Jennings’ absenc-
es due to his perennial fight 
to clean up political cor-
ruption inside the Second 
Congressional District.  
Guy Smith’s Knoxville 
Journal gleefully trum-
peted the endorsement 
of Jennings by the News-
Sentinel, which it called 
a “Browning organ” (for 
Governor Gordon Browning, 
a Democrat).  The Journal 
stated the endorsement 
by the News-Sentinel was 
“expected” due to the alli-
ance between Jennings 
and Governor Browning.

The Chattanooga Daily 
Times was one of the best 
newspapers in the State of 
Tennessee in its coverage 
of politics, state and local.  
The Chattanooga newspa-
per described the Jennings-
Baker contest as being 
fought “hammer and tongs” 
by the two candidates.  
Howard Baker was one 
of the first congressional 
candidates in Tennessee’s 

Second District to use the 
radio extensively to reach 
voters.  The race was so 
hot that the Chattanooga 
Daily Times stated some of 
the charges tossed about 
by both candidates were 
“unprintable.”  Among 
those charges that could 
be printed were “elec-
tion thief” and “liar.”  Fred 
Travis, the veteran politi-
cal reporter for the Daily 
Times, wrote both Jennings 
and Baker used “the blunt-
est possible terms that his 
opponent has sold out to 
vested interests.”  Travis 
also noted, “Jennings 
appears to be in real trou-
ble this time.”  Travis noted 
Hobart Atkins had quite 
nearly beat Jennings two 
years earlier, not being a 
particularly strong candi-
date and without the full 
backing of Guy Smith and 
the “belligerent” Knoxville 
Journal.

As Elec t ion Day 
approached, Congressman 
Jennings ramped up his 
charge that Carroll Reece 
and Guy Smith were 
engaged in a “conspira-
cy” to defeat him.  A three-
man congressional team 
of Frank Fellows, Frank 
Chelf and Charles B. Deane 
arrived in Knoxville to 
investigate charges made 
by Congressman Jennings 
about election fraud.  While 
the Knoxville Journal pro-
moted Howard Baker and 
bashed John Jennings, the 
Knoxville News-Sentinel 
did just the opposite as the 
primary election was being 
fought across the Second 
Congressional District. 

Roy Acuff took to the 
airwaves, not to warble a 
country song, but rather 
to reiterate his charges 
that John Jennings had not 
supported him during the 
1948 campaign.  “I have 
always operated on the 
principles that when a man 
tells you something you can 
believe it and I believed him 
(Jennings),” Acuff told his 
listeners.  Judge Jennings 
had been a friend of Acuff’s 
father and the entertain-
er sighed, “If ever a coun-
try boy and a believer in 
mankind was ever disillu-
sioned, that man was Roy 
Acuff on election day in 
November, 1948.”  Acuff 
said he was “not mad,” 
but acknowledged he was 
“hurt.”  “I still cannot under-
stand why I was treated the 
way I was and by a man I 
thought was my friend,” 
Acuff said over the radio.  
Roy Acuff pointed to the 

Knoxville News-Sentinel 
as proof of having been 
betrayed by John Jennings, 
noting the editorial pub-
lished by the daily newspa-
per had stated “they could 
not support Howard Baker 
because he had support-
ed me for governor.”  “Of 
course, they knew Mr. 
Jennings did not support 
me,” Acuff added.   The 
country music superstar 
went on to endorse Howard 
Baker once again, whom 
he believed would make a 
“great congressman.”

F o r  h i s  p a r t , 
C ongre s sman John 
Jennings said he remained 
“confident” of victory.  It was 
not to be.  Howard Baker 
won the Republican prima-
ry in a landslide, carrying 
all nine counties compris-
ing Tennessee’s Second 
Congressional District.  So, 
too, did Dayton Phillips lose 
to Carroll Reece in the First 
District.  Guy Smith was 
elated by the rout of those 
he held responsible for 
having undercut the 1948 
Republican state ticket.

Howard Baker had to mol-
lify the supporters of Judge 
Jennings and won the gen-
eral election by a reduced 
majority, giving hope to the 
Democrats yet again, but 
he soon entrenched him-
self in office and remained 
there until he died of a 
heart attack on January 
7, 1964, while shaving.  
John Jennings returned 
to his law practice and 
enjoyed his large home on 
Kingston Pike, which still 
stands today.  The former 
congressman still played a 
part in the legal and polit-
ical life of Knox County 
and remained welcome 
as a speaker to various 
clubs and organizations.  
John Jennings died on 
February 27, 1956, at age 
seventy-five.

© 2025 Ray Hill
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Richard Nixon (left) and Guy Smith (right), editor of the ‘belligerent’ Knoxville Journal.
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In Season 3 
of the TV show 
“Breaking Bad,” 
there is a plot 
point where a law 
enforcement offi-
cer beats up a 
drug dealer over a 
perceived threat 
to his wife. While 
the drug dealer 
is in the hospital 
you hear the drug 
dealer talk about 
how he is going to sue the 
law enforcement officer for 
every penny he has ever 
had, and the law enforce-
ment officer is terrified of 

that possibility. 
I have heard 

people express 
similar fears to 
me about being 
scared of being 
sued when they 
have not done 
any thing so 
terrible.  

Those people, 
and the law 
enforcement offi-
cer in the show, 

are probably worrying a little 
too much because quite a 
few things have to happen 
for you to get to the point of 
paying money to someone 

who sues you.
The person suing has to 

find and hire a lawyer who 
is actually willing to take on 
their case.

Lawyers are typically 
only interested in taking on 
cases with a high chance of 
success. That means that 
they want the person they 
are suing to have insurance, 
and therefore insurance 
policy money. If there is no 
insurance, often lawyers are 
uninterested in suing some-
one because they do not get 
paid unless they recover 
money for the client.

If you have insurance in 

place, like a police depart-
ment would for a law 
enforcement officer, then 
they will also have lawyers 
to defend them and those 
lawyers are paid for by the 
insurance company. Those 
insurance lawyers are very 
good at their jobs. They will 
do everything they can to 
make sure that the person 
suing gets no money, or as 
little money as possible.

If there is no insurance, 
you can still hire a lawyer on 
your own to defend you.

You may be someone 
who is not worth suing. If 
you do not own much, or 
everything you own is in 
the name of your spouse, 
you may be someone who 
is considered, “judgment 
proof,” meaning that even if 
there is a judgment against 
you for money, there is a 
very low possibility of any 
money ever being collected 
from you.

Before you start stressing 
out about being sued, talk 
to a lawyer who can explain 

to you your possible expo-
sure and what your options 
are. It is possible you are 
worrying when you should 
not be.

Jedidiah McKeehan is an 
attorney practicing in Knox 
County and surrounding 
counties.  He works in many 
areas, including family law, 
criminal, and personal 
injury. Visit attorney-knox-
ville.com for more informa-
tion about this legal issue 
and other legal issues.

“Caregiver Café is really 
about meeting people 
where they are and 
addressing some of the 
most commonly asked 
questions about caring 
for older loved ones,” said 
Miranda Perez, executive 
director of the Morning 
Pointe Foundation. “A lot of 
family members find them-
selves in unfamiliar territory 
when an older loved one has 

a health event. We’d love to 
help answer some of those 
questions, to empower area 
seniors and their loved ones 
so they will have good plans 
in place that they can all be 
happy with.”

Tickets are not required 
for the event. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. 
Morning Pointe of Hardin 
Valley is located at 2449 
Reagan Road, Knoxville, 
TN 37931. For more 

information about the 
event, visit morningpointe.
com/caregiver-cafe/.
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ALTERATIONS
JOANNE’S ALTERATIONS, 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS. CALL 

865-805-9170

CHILD CARE
MARCIA’S 

LEARNING CENTER
1411 Exeter Ave, Knoxville

(865) 673-8223
Day Shift 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

DECKS

ELDER CARE
WILL SIT WITH ELDERLY YOUR 
LOVED ONE. WEEKENDS ONLY. 

CALL 865-334-8645

FENCING

FENCING

HANDYMAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSECLEANING BY 

STEPHANIE. HONEST & 
DEPENDABLE. 

CALL 865-334-8645

LAWN 
SERVICES

METAL WORKS

GHOST RIDERS 
METAL WORKS
865-705-0742

Mobile Welding
Fabrication & Repair

State Licensed
Pipe Bollards Installed 

Welding    
(Stick Welding, 
Mig Welding & 
Gas Welding)

PAINTING
PAINTING- INTERIOR- 

EXTERIOR
* Licenced & Insured *

– FREE ESTIMATES –
865-202-9425

REASONABLE PRICES!

Randy
the 
Painter

BIG DISCOUNTS NOW
for 2025 bookings!

PAINTING

 

REPAIR MAN

ROOFING

ROOF REPAIRS, 

METAL:SHINGLE:RUBBER, 

ROOF COATING:FREE 

ESTIMATES, 865-705-7069

TREE SERVICES

 

service directory

COIN SHOP

HELP WANTED
LOCAL COMPANY LOOKING TO 
HIRE SWIMMING POOL SERVICE 
TECH, NO EXP. REQUIRED, WILL 
TRAIN. PPLY AT 113 E. EMORY 

RD. OR CALL 865-938-7527 

HELP WANTED
Assistant Manager of Financial 
Accounting Team is sought by 
an auto parts manufacturing 

company in Clinton, TN. 
Min. bachelor’s deg in acctg, 

economics, statistics, or a rltd 
field, & 2 yrs of exp in corporate 
acctg are reqd. Send resume to 
SL Tennessee LLC (Attn: Gun 

Jun Yoon) @ 312 Frank L Diggs 
Dr., Clinton, TN 37716.
.....................................

 
Engineer II in mfg engg dept is 

sought by an auto parts mfg co. 
in Clinton, TN. Min. Bach’s deg 
in mechanical engg, industrial 
engg, or a related field, & 2 

yrs of exp in injection molding 
are reqd. Send resume to SL 

Tennessee LLC (Attn: Gun Jun 
Yoon) @ 312 Frank L Diggs Dr., 

Clinton, TN 37716.

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

WANTED

classifieds

By Jedidiah 
McKeehan
jed@attorney-
knoxville.com

I Could Get Sued!

How to Make Tough Decisions 
for Your Aging Loved One
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ALL-KNOX COUNTY GIRLS 
BASKETBALL TEAM 2024-25

FIRST TEAM
Maddie Braden, CAK 5-11 SG soph.
Nya Burns, Grace Christian 5-8 PG jr.
Meeyah Green, Webb 5-9 G/F jr.
Natalya Hodge, Bearden 5-7 PG jr.
KJ McNealy, Farragut 5-10 G jr.
Kendall Anne Murphy, Bearden 5-8 SF sr.
Jaci Neubert, Farragut 5-4 PG sr.
Amaya Redd, Knox. Catholic 5-11 PF sr.
Payton Rollins, South-Doyle 5-9 G soph.
Colie Thompson , CAK 5-10 SF jr.
Kyndra West, Hardin Valley 5-6 PG sr.
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Continue on page 2Continue on page 3

Strong defense 
boosts Lady Ads 

in playoff win

Cont. on page 6

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT TIME

FOCUSTThe he KKnoxvilnoxvillleeThe Knoxville

By Steve Williams

Natalya Hodge has 
proven to be the best of the 
best in Knox County girls’ 
high school basketball in 
2024-25.

Based on regular season 
play, Bearden’s junior point 
guard received the most 
votes for Player of the Year 
and heads up The Knoxville 
Focus / Coaches’ All-Knox 
County team.

Nya Burns of Grace 
Christian Academy and 
Christian Academy of 

Knoxville’s Maddie Braden 
each got one vote.

Greg Hernandez of top-
ranked Division II-AA Webb 
School was tabbed the 
girls’ Coach of the Year for 
the second season in a 
row, while Bearden’s Justin 
Underwood earned runner-
up honors. Gwen Jackson of 
Austin-East, Abby Williams 
of CAK and the Wrights, co-
head coaches at GCA, each 
picked up one vote.

Hodge, a TSSAA Miss 

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

By Ken Leinart

Farragut High School’s 
Lady Admirals strug-
gled offensively Friday 
night in the first round of 
the Region 2-4A playoffs 
against Powell.

The Lady Admirals didn’t 
struggle defensively how-
ever, taking a 43-23 win 
to advance to a Monday, 
March 3, semi-final tilt 
against District 3-4A cham-
pion Oak Ridge, played in 
the Secret City.

“We struggled a little 
bit early,” Farragut Head 
Coach Jason Mayfield 
said. “Our defense played 
good. You can struggle on 
offense if you play good 
defense and our defense 
can be really good.”

The Lady Admirals held 
a 7-5 advantage after one 

quarter. That changed dra-
matically after the second 
quarter as the Lady 
Admirals held the Lady 
Panthers to two points to 
take an 18-7 lead into the 
locker room at the break.

“They’re a young team, 
and they’ll be a good team, 
but they are a young team,” 
Mayfield said of the Lady 
Panthers.

The Lady Admirals’ 
offense sputtered at times 
but still had its trademark 
spread of scorers, seven 
Farragut players notched 
points in the game, Kaelani 
McNealy taking high honors 
with 10.

“Sometimes they take 
that extra pass,” Mayfield 
said of his team. He noted 
he doesn't mind that just 

Hodge averages 25.7 points as 
Knox County Player of the Year

Webb’s Hernandez 
repeats as top coach

PHOTO BY TAMMY DAVIS KREGEL

Bearden point guard Natalya Hodge holds the basketball she was presented for the 1,500th 
point she scored on December 14th during halftime of a home game on January 28. The 
1,500 points were scored in 80 games, making Hodge the "fastest" in school history to get 
to that level.

By Ken Lay

A stifling defense and 
some hot shooting from 
guards Natalya Hodge 
and Kendall Anne Murphy 
spelled victory for the 
Bearden High School 
girls basketball team in 
the opening round of the 
Region 2-4A Tournament.

The District 4-4A regu-
lar-season and tournament 
champion Lady Bulldogs 
had little trouble cruising 
to a win as they routed 
Karns, 74-28, Friday night 
at Bearden High School.

The game was a bit tight 
early as the Lady Beavers 
(14-15) had little trouble 
handling Bearden’s full-
court pressure defense 
early. Coach Justin 
Underwood took the Lady 
Bulldogs midway through 
the first quarter and 
Bearden holding a 12-7 

lead.
“We hadn’t really pressed 

in our last four games, 
and we wanted to press 
but they didn’t have much 
trouble with our press,” 
Underwood said. “So we 
went away from it.

“They scored seven 
points in the first three min-
utes, but we held them to 
just 13 points by the end 
of the half.”

A f te r  Under wo o d 
changed tactics, the Lady 
Bulldogs closed out the 
opening frame with an 11-2 
run to take a 23-9 lead by 
the end of the frame.

After taking off the press, 
Bearden (30-4) appeared 
to pick up the defensive 
intensity and the Lady 
Beavers committed multi-
ple turnovers in the second 
quarter, many of those 

Lady Bulldogs run 
past Karns in
Region 2-4A 

Tournament opener
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BASEMENT OR 
CRAWLSPACE LEAKING??

Don’t overpay the nationwide 
companies by the thou$ands when 
MOLD TOX, LLC can install a dry-up 

system for a fraction of the cost!
BBB Accredited Business with A+ Rating

TN Charter #4410

(865) 524-1227     (865) 453-1880
www.moldtox.com

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT TIME

By Ken Leinart

Bearden High School’s 
Lady Bulldogs finished 
its sweep of District 4-4A 
opponents Monday night 
(10-0 in season, 2-0 in 
tournament play) with a 
56-43 tournament cham-
pionship win over Farragut 
High School.

The Lady Bulldogs used 
all of their tools in the 
championship with explo-
sive scoring from tourna-
ment Most Valuable Player 
Natalya Hodge, a clutch 
performance from senior 
Kendall Anne Murphy, and 
a defensive masterpiece 
from junior post Theola 
Mills.

“Farragut has a good 
team. They have some 
really talented players,” 
Bearden Head Coach 
Justin Underwood said. 
“Hats off to my assistant 
Coach (Josh) Suttles. He 
worked with the girls on 
our defense and they really 
responded to him.

“We held them (Farragut) 
to 43 points and that’s 
good.”

Bearden opened the 
game offensively run-
ning an isolation play with 
Hodge, who scored eight of 
her 12 first quarter points 
that way.

Between her 12 and 
Murphy’s 10 – including a 

buzzer beater from near 
mid-court – the Lady 
Bulldogs built a 22-13 
cushion.

They needed it.
Kaelani McNealy found 

her stride and seniors Annie 
Priest and Jaci Neubert cre-
ated some turnovers in the 
second stanza.

But it was the play on the 
boards of Farragut’s Trinity 
Curry that was starting to 
make a difference.

In the third quarter Curry 
was a rebounding terror 
and at the four minute 
mark she hit a put-back to 
bring the Lady Admirals to 
within four at 36-40.

Hodge responded by 
hitting two three pointers 
and Mills stepped forward 
and Farragut’s momentum 
dissipated.

Mills contested every 
pass inside, came  up 
big defending every drive 

inside, blocked two shots, 
and she and Curry put on a 
classic battle in the paint.

“She’s (Mills) is one of 
the strongest players you’ll 
deal with and I think some-
times she’s afraid to let 
it go,” Underwood said. 
“(Trinity) Curry does a lot 
inside and I challenged her 
(Mills) during practice. And 
she responded … She was 
huge. Absolutely huge.”

District Consolation: 
Hardin Valley Academy 53, 

Maryville 44
Host Hardin Valley 

Academy built a 37-18 
halftime lead and held off 
a furious Maryville rally 
to take third place in the 
District 4-4A consolation 
game with a 53-44 win 
Monday night, Feb. 24.

Senior Kyndra West was 
“en fuego” for Hardin Valley 
in the first half Monday 

night scoring 18 points. 
The Lady Rebels couldn’t 
focus solely on her either 
as Hardin Valley had six 
players score in the first 
half.

West was impressive 
with 25 points on the night, 
Buccola and Kamiyah Love 
each scored eight, Kamryn 
Butcher scored five, Ava 
Claire Wrather notched 
four, and Holly Lindsey 
scored one.

Lady Bulldogs conclude district sweep

By Steve Williams

For Carter High, it had to be 
one of the greatest wins in the 
school’s basketball history.

Down by 16 points midway into 
the third period against perennial 
powerhouse Fulton, the Hornets 
battled back to sting the Falcons 
79-72 in overtime and win the 
District 3-3A tournament cham-
pionship at Cocke County High in 
Newport last Tuesday night.

“The boys were ecstatic,” said 
Carter Coach Tyler Cate, recalling 
the thrill of victory. “It was really 
good for them, really fun. I mean 
just simply because they are a 
hard-working group of kids. So 
the post-game was filled with cel-
ebration. They were happy. We 
all were happy. It was a really fun 
time.”

The celebration took place in 
the locker room after the game, 
said Cate. “We probably spent 
longer in there than a lot of 
people would. We celebrated as 
long as they wanted to.”

It was indeed a special win for 
Carter.

“It’s maybe a little over 10 
years to the day since Carter 

has beaten Fulton,” noted Coach 
Cate, who is in his fourth season 
at Carter.

Chris Cowan led the Hornets 
with 23 points. Tourney MVP Zion 
Oliver contributed 18 points but 
fouled out and didn’t play in the 
four-minute overtime period.

Carter also got 12 points from 
point guard Dave Stokes and 11 
from Naviyon Shipe, including 
nine in the second half and OT 
period. Lincoln Tummel chipped 
in 10 points “and was great on 
the boards,” said Cate.

Nick Steen (23 points), Rajon 
Womble (13) and Derrick Smith 
(12) led Fulton.

With the victory, Carter upped 
its overall record to 24-9, while 
Fulton, which has played a tough 
schedule, slipped to 14-16.

After winning back-to-back 
state titles, Fulton Coach Jody 
Wright returned only one starter 
(Steen) this season.

The ‘new’ Falcons defeated 
Carter in their two regular season 

matchups, but getting the district 
tourney victory was huge for the 
Hornets.

“They’re always going to be dif-
ficult to handle,” said Coach Cate.

Fulton went on a 12-0 run in 
the third period to go up 44-28.

At that juncture in the game, 
Cate recalled: “I told them not 
to look at the scoreboard. I told 
them I will worry about the score-
board, you guys just keep playing.

“They were just able to stay 
resilient and battled through the 
ups and downs of the game. But 
at the end of it we were fortunate 
to be on top.

“We were able to get it back to 
four at the end of the third period. 
We were just able to battle from 
there.”

Steen hit a big shot to pull 
Fulton even (63-63) with eight 
seconds left in regulation play. 
The Falcons led only once (67-66) 
in the overtime.

Carter outscored the Falcons 
11-5 in the final 1:10.

miscues, the Lady Bulldogs 
converted into easy transi-
tion buckets.

While the Lady Bulldogs 
saw their offense begin to 
click more consistently in 
the second quarter thanks 
to some hot and timely 
shooting from Murphy and 
Hodge, Karns scored just 
four points in the period 
and were held without 
a field goal in the frame 
until senior Reese Roberts 
made a shot with 2 min-
utes, 58 seconds remain-
ing until halftime, making 
the score 29-11.

The Lady Beavers’ only 
other points came on free 
throws by Lauren Martin 
and Yuleesha Kennedy.

Hodge scored 19 of her 
game-high 24 points in the 

first half and Murphy had 
20 of her 22 points before 
halftime, helping the Lady 
Bulldogs open a 43-13 
advantage, the lead they 
enjoyed at the break.

“I was really pleased with 
our defense and I thought 
Nat and Kendall Anne did a 
good job shooting the ball,” 
Underwood said. “I thought 
they shot it really well.”

Rylee Roberts and Reese 
Roberts scored seven 
points each in the final 
high school game of their 
career. The two twins will 
move on to play collegiate-
ly at Bryan College. Martin, 
another senior who had six 
points at Bearden, will also 
play at Bryan.

With the win, Bearden 
advances to tonight’s 
Region 2-4A Semifinals, 

which will be contested at 
Wildcat Arena in Oak Ridge.

The Lady Bulldogs will 
face a familiar foe in the 
semifinals as they’ll play 
Hardin Valley Academy at 
7:30 p.m.

Bearden defeated the 
Lady Hawks (12-16) in their 
previous three meetings in 
2024-25.

Hardin Valley upset 
Campbell County, 50-44, 
in Jacksboro Friday night.

In tonight’s other semi-
final, Farragut will take on 
the host Lady Wildcats at 
6 p.m.

Semif inal  winners 
advance to Wednesday 
night’s region champion-
ship game and also secure 
a berth in the state section-
als on Saturday.

Lady Bulldogs run past Karns in
Region 2-4A Tournament opener

Cont. from page 1

Carter comeback nets a district title to remember
"I told them not to look at the scoreboard. I told them I will 
worry about the scoreboard, you guys just keep playing." 

– Carter Coach Tyler Cate, recalling a 44-28 deficit midway into the third period.

After its District 3-3A tournament championship win over Fulton on 
Feb. 25, four Carter players were presented All-Tournament awards. 
From left to right: Naviyon Shipe, Dave Stokes, Zion Oliver (MVP) 
and Chris Cowan.

PHOTO BY KEN LEINART

The Bearden High School Lady Bulldogs won the District 4-4A Tournament championship with a 56-43 win over Farragut High School. The Lady 
Bulldogs completed a season sweep of district opponents with the win.



March 3, 2025 www.knoxfocus.com PAGE C3

Basketball finalist for 
the second consecutive 
season, had the top scor-
ing average (25.7 points 
per game) in Knox County 
this season and also aver-
aged 3.3 rebounds, 3.9 
steals and 2.7 assists.

Natalya has scored over 
2,000 points in her career 
and has over 20 Division 1 
offers at this time, accord-
ing to Coach Underwood. 
She also was the District 
4-4A MVP.

Two other  Mis s 
Basketball candidates 
– Webb junior Meeyah 
Green and CAK sophomore 
Maddie Braden – make this 
first team shine even more.

Green is a 5-9 G/F who 
averages 13.6 points, 7.1 

rebounds and 4.2 assists. 
Braden, a 5-11 shooting 
guard, is scoring at a 19.3 
clip with a 54 percent field 
goal percentage.

Bearden’s Kendall Anne 
Murphy, a 5-8 senior shoot-
ing forward, also has a 
spot on the first team. The 
Lenoir-Rhyne University 
signee averages 12.9 
points and 6 rebounds. 

The 11-man first team 
also includes CAK junior 
teammate Colie Thompson, 
a 5-10 shooting forward 
who averages 18.3 points 
and 3.5 assists.

Farragut is represented 
by two players on the first 
unit – 5-10 junior guard KJ 
McNealy and 5-4 senior 
point guard Jaci Neubert. 
McNealy averages 12.5 

points, 10.1 rebounds and 
3.9 assists. Neubert is 
good for 12.9 points and 
3.1 steals.

Knoxville Catholic’s 5-11 
power forward Amaya Redd 
can contribute inside and 
out. The Tennessee Tech 
signee’s stats include 16 
points per game, eight 
rebounds and one block.

Hardin Valley provides 
talented 5-6 senior point 
guard Kyndra West, who 
has signed with UVA-Wise. 
Lady Hawks Coach Jennifer 
Galloway noted West had 
been the team’s statistical 
leader in all categories – 
13.5 points, 6.2 rebounds, 
5 assists and 1.3 steals 
plus has a 4.1 GPA.

Junior point guard Nya 
Burns, a 3-time first team 
All-District honoree, helped 
Grace Christian to a 20-win 
season, averaging 16 
points, 4.2 assists and 3.1 
steals. She has 10 offers 
from D1 schools, including 
Tennessee Tech.

South-Doyle’s Payton 
Rollins was a Miss 

Basketball candidate and 
the 5-9 standout still has 
two more seasons to go. 
Her stats included 17.8 
points, 4.8 rebounds, 3 
assists and 2 steals. She 
also had 15 blocks during 
the season. At last report, 
she also was less than 
a 100 away from 1,000 
career points.

How do fans react 
when their team loses a 

game and 
d o e s n ’ t 
make a 
first down? 
T h a t ’ s 
the story 
for today, 
h a r k i n g 
back to 
Sept. 28, 

1958, on Legion Field in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
An announced crowd of 
46,000 gathered for the 
season opener for both 
teams.

Over the recorded years 
of Tennessee football, 
there have been those 
games that have caught 
the attention of Vol fans… 
and not in a good way. Take, 
for example, the 2024 Ohio 
State game (a 42-17 loss), 
the 2022 South Carolina 
game (a 63-38 loss), and 
the 1969 Ole Miss game (a 
38-0 loss), all games that 
put a damper on otherwise 
successful seasons.  

That day will long live 
in infamy in the recorded 
history of Tennessee foot-
ball. No Vol fan woke up 
in a good humor the next 
morning. Looking back 67 
years, there are all kinds of 
angles present for history-
minded Vol fans. 

“Auburn’s late push 
trips Vols, 13-0,” read the 
Knoxville News-Sentinel’s 
headline. Red Bailes had 
the byline. Ed Harris’s 
byline in his Knoxville 
Journal game story was, 
“Wyatt Seeks Offense 
To Support Gritty Vol 
Defense.”  

One glaring statistic tells 
the whole story. 

First downs: Auburn 11, 
Tennessee 0.  

You read that one right. 
It was a full 60 minutes of 
football, without the Vols 
moving the chains even 
once – not by rushing, 
not by passing, not even 
by penalty. It hasn’t hap-
pened since in the annals 
of major college football. 
Even in games that turn 
out to be complete and 
total mismatches, the 
losing team still manages 
to convert more than a few 
first downs. 

That day, Red Grange 
and UT’s own Lindsey 
Nelson were on the broad-
cast for NBC. Nelson knew 
this drill well. He had been 
on the air for NBC in 1953 
with Mel Allen, the legend-
ary “Voice of the New York 
Yankees.”  

Bowden Wyatt, cap-
tain of the 11-0 1938 Vol 
squad and twice a member 
of the College Football 
Hall of Fame, had com-
piled a 24-7-1 record in 
his first three years back 
in Knoxville, with the SEC 
title and No. 2 national 
ranking being the big prize 
two years earlier.  

As always, Tennessee 
fans were looking for big 
things from their team. 
As it turned out, the Vols 
were definitely playing with 
a short stick. 

Russ Bebb (“The Big 
Orange,” 1973) wrote 
that “there was a glaring 
weakness, and it was at 
the worst possible posi-
tion – the sensitive tail-
back post.” There was no 
shortage of candidates. 
Carroll Young had seen 
little action a year earlier. 
George Wright and three 
sophomores, Bill Majors, 
Gene Etter, and Bobby 
Finley. added to the list. 

Those names did not, 
however, seem to strike 
fear in the hearts of Vol 
opponents. 

Russ called it an “all-
time low” for the Vols and 
the single wing. The Vols 
had minus–49 yards rush-
ing and 19 passing.  

“The only thing we 
can do now is start from 
scratch and try to get an 
offense going,” said Wyatt, 
described by Bebb as 
“dejected. “The ball carri-
ers didn’t have a chance. 
The blocking wasn’t there. 
As everybody could see, 
we simply couldn’t move 
the ball. So, we had to kick 
and scratch, and that’s 
what we did.” 

This was in the early 
days of television time-
outs, something that was 
so new that it occasionally 
got in the way of the ebbs 
and flows of the game, 
much the way it happens 
today. 

Tiger loyalist David 
Housel reported one com-
ment made by Auburn 
center Jackie Burkett, 
stopped from snapping the 
ball because the game was 
in a commercial break.   

“Listen here, mister,” 
said Burkett said to the 
SEC referee on duty. 
“We came here to beat 
Tennessee, and ain’t no 
dad-blamed TV commer-
cial going to stop us.” 

The Auburn game 
led to an up-and-down 
season. The Vols defeated 
Mississippi State at Crump 
Stadium in Memphis 13-8. 
End Murray Armstrong 
scored both Vol touch-
downs, one on an inter-
ception return, the other 
on a 15-yard TD pass 
from Majors with only 61 

seconds to go.  
The Vols lost to Georgia 

Tech and defeated 
Alabama in Bear Bryant’s 
debut on Shields-Watkins 
Field. Then came losses 
to Florida State, North 
Carolina, and, of all people, 
Chattanooga. That led to 
a major fracas on the field 
after the game. 

That put the Vols at 
2-5, with a powerful Ole 
Miss squad coming into 
town for Homecoming. 
An announced crowd of 

27,100 showed up and saw 
a major upset. Tennessee 
was a 14-point underdog, 
yet somehow won 18-16.  

There were two major 
occurrences in the fourth 
quarter. Etter had a clas-
sic 76-yard run for the 
go-ahead score, despite 
leaving his shoe at midfield 
after escaping the grasp of 
a tackler. In the final min-
utes, Bob Khayat, a future 
University of Mississippi 
Chancellor, missed a 
gimme field goal at the 

South end. 
The season ended at 

4-6, with a loss to Kentucky 
and a win over Vanderbilt.  

In the bright light of rec-
ollection, however, the 
Auburn game that season 
will probably be the grist 
for bar bets and other rea-
soned discussions of Vol 
football. 

When was the last time 
Tennessee didn’t make a 
first down in any game, 
home or away?  

Now you know.

By Tom 
Mattingly

‘Likely to be in the record books forever’ 

Cont. from page 1

night scoring 18 points. 
The Lady Rebels couldn’t 
focus solely on her either 
as Hardin Valley had six 
players score in the first 
half.

West was impressive 
with 25 points on the night, 
Buccola and Kamiyah Love 
each scored eight, Kamryn 
Butcher scored five, Ava 
Claire Wrather notched 
four, and Holly Lindsey 
scored one.

Bowden Wyatt in happier days, accepting a bid to the 1957 Gator Bowl. 

ALL-KNOX COUNTY GIRLS
BASKETBALL TEAM 2024-25

SECOND TEAM
Avery Brewer, Central G jr.
Ree Ree Brown, A-E G soph.
Trinity Curry, Farragut C soph.
Maggie Frana, Catholic F sr.
Daisy Gentry, Powell SG soph.
Kyndall Mays, Webb C fr.
Jadyn Parker, Gibbs Post sr.
Aisha Patel, Bearden W sr.
Annie Priest, Farragut G sr.
Abby Roberts, GCA G soph.
Reese Roberts, Karns PG sr.
Rylie Roberts, Karns SG sr.
Emory Thomas, CCS G fr.
Cloey Wade, South-Doyle SF sr.
Tinsley Walker, Catholic SG sr.
Dee Williams, Fulton SF sr.
Marah Yeo, Carter G sr.

HONORABLE MENTION
Addalee Adams, West soph.
Jaidyn Baird, BCS fr.
Brooklyn Brown, CCS fr.
Sha'Nary Cobb, Fulton fr.
Charleigh Freeman, West fr.
Kiran Keeton, CCS soph.
Emma Millington, Carter fr.
Raley Qualls, Gibbs sr.
Emma Rainey, Bearden jr.
Zahnyah Rockett, Webb fr.
Jyree Shepard, Fulton fr.
Ashlyn Stewart, West sr.
Shiloh Taylor, Fulton fr.
Lexi Tipton, Carter soph.
Maddi Whaley, Gibbs sr.
Ja'Onna Witt, A-E soph.

FOCUSTThe he KKnoxvilnoxvillleeThe Knoxville

Hodge averages 25.7 points as Knox County Player of the Year

Webb School girls coach Greg Hernandez communicates with one 
of his Lady Spartans before play resumes. Hernandez has been 
voted the Knox County Coach of the Year for the second season 
in a row. Before coming to Webb, Hernandez coached at Seymour 
High School. Photo by Luther Simmons.
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ETBCA BASEBALL MEDIA DAY

By Steve Williams

Alvin Taylor took a step 
back in time last week to 
shed light on the begin-
ning of what is now the 
East Tennessee Baseball 
Coaches Association.

Now in his mid-70s, the 
former Clinton High School 
coach was a guest speak-
er at the second annual 
ETBCA Baseball Media Day, 
which was held Feb. 26 at 
Dick’s House of Sport in 
West Town Mall.

The ETBCA was found-
ed in 1981 by Coach John 
Whited, who had arrived in 
Knoxville to become the 
head baseball coach at the 
University of Tennessee. 

Whited, who passed away 
in 2013 at the age of 74, 
had been a highly success-
ful high school coach at 
Kingsport Dobyns-Bennett 
before coaching the Vols for 
three seasons.

Taylor said he was one of 
“six or eight coaches” who 
wanted the Knox and sur-
rounding areas to promote 
high school baseball.

They began with month-
ly meetings and when they 
started inviting college 
coaches, that “opened up 
doors,” said Taylor.

“Facilities started to 
improve and I think that 
was an offshoot of this 
association. Junior varsity 

teams also were added and 
play-days.”

Taylor said there was 
an Upper East Tennessee 
area, an Athens-Cleveland 
area and the Knox area and 
“they picked senior teams.”

In 1997, a Hall of Fame 
was started, pointed out 
Alvin.

“The East Tennessee and 
Knox Area Association has 
been around well over 40 
years,” he added. “And this 
Media Day grows the sport.

“I’m really proud of this 
association still growing.”

Today the ETBCA aims 
to create positive commu-
nication with college, high 
school, summer and middle 

school coaches as well as 
the TSSAA.

ANOTHER TAYLOR: Alvin’s 
son, Casey, has followed in 
his dad’s footsteps, having 
coached high school base-
ball at Cocke County and 
Clinton, his alma mater, 
and this spring will begin 
his 13th season at Sevier 
County. Casey and the 
Smoky Bears were also at 
the Media Day.

 
BIGGER TURNOUT: The 

ETBCA had 10 more schools 
represented at this year’s 
Media Day, which increased 
the turnout of coaches and 
players to 38 teams.

BUNNY – 4 years old, 32 lbs., Animal ID: 57590333
Looking for a cuddly companion who’s also a great listener? Look 

no further than Bunny! This adorable dog is a true gem. Her foster 
family raves about her fantasti c qualiti es: she’s pott y trained, 
loves long walks, and enjoys playing with her toys. 
She’s comfortable being alone for a few hours, making her a 
great fi t for various lifestyles. Bunny spends a good porti on of 

her day napping, showing she is a relaxed and easy going girl. Her 
foster family loves her so much and wishes they could keep her. 

Don’t miss the chance to make Bunny your new best friend!

BOSS – 6 years old, 50 lbs. With a name like Boss, you think this 
guy would be a pushy, nose to the grind stone type of guy. But in 
reality, Boss is a mellow fellow. He walks easily on leash. He will 

sit for treats, taking them so politely. He loves a good cuddle 
with his staff  buddies. He does very well in the car and loves to 
meet new dogs and people! He is described by our volunteers 
as att enti ve, eager-to-please, easygoing, friendly, gentle, quiet, 

and social. He is thrilled to bits if you off er him toys to play with. 
If you want to meet this handsome, freckle-faced gentleman, stop 

by the Kingston Pike locati on!

Ad space donated by The Knoxville Focus.

A little history on the ETBCA

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Alvin Taylor, former longtime Clinton High coach, was a 
guest speaker at the East Tennessee Baseball Coaches As-
sociation's second annual Media Day. Taylor said the as-
sociation has been around "well over 40 years. And this 
Media Day grows the sport."

By Ken Lay

As Brent Walsh begins 
his third season as Grace 
Christian Academy’s base-
ball coach, the Rams will 
be one of East Tennessee’s 
youngest teams.

But Walsh isn’t using his 
squad’s youth movement 
as an excuse.

“We have a young team. 
We’ll have a lot of freshmen 
and even some eighth grad-
ers playing,” Walsh said. 
“Even though we will have 
a lot of eighth and ninth 
graders on the field, I’m 
still excited about getting 
the chance to play.

“We’re not going to make 
any excuses. You just go 
out there and do the best 
you can.”

All area high school 
baseball teams have had 
to deal with inclement 
weather, including rain and 

snow, during preseason 
workouts.

But again there will be no 
excuses for the Rams.

“We’ve got turf and we’ve 
been able to get into the 
weight room and we have 
an indoor facility,” Walsh 
said.

Grace Christian has just 
one senior on its 2025 
roster. Makai Derry will 
play his final year of base-
ball and he can play short-
stop, second base and in 
the outfield. He’s also a 
pitcher that will anchor the 
pitching staff.

He’s ready to begin the 
season.

“As a senior, it’s up to me 
to set the standards for the 
young guys on the team,” 
Derry said. “We have a 
tough schedule but I’m 
looking forward to a good 
season.”

Other key players for the 
Rams include; Mason Pike 
(junior, pitcher/center field-
er) and sophomore Treyson 
Derry, a left-handed pitcher 
who will also play in the out-
field and at first base.

Grace opens the 2025 
campaign on the road 
against Sweetwater on 
Thursday. 

From there, it won’t get 
any easier as Grace trav-
els to Catholic Saturday. 
The Irish made the Division 
II-AA State quarterfinals 
in 2024 after winning the 
state championship in 
2023.

On March 10, the Rams 
will play their home opener 
against Hardin Valley 
Academy before heading to 
face three-time defending 
Class 4A state champion 
Farragut at John Heatherly 
Field on Match 11.

Youth movement in full force 
for Grace Christian baseball

Are you interested in reducing your energy consumption by as much 
as 40%? Well, the most effective way to make that happen might come 
as some surprise to you. It has nothing to do with your car, or your light 
bulbs, or any household appliance that you might be thinking of ... 
getting a more energy efficient furnace is one of the best ways you 
can get significant energy savings. Trane introduces the XL20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824

6 Months Same As Cash
or financing for as low as 9%*

when you purchase any qualifying Trane XLi system.

One Change Can Reduce Your
Energy Consumption BY Up To 40%.

One Change Can Reduce Your
Energy Consumption BY Up To 40%.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

865-428-4824
*6 Months Same as Cash/6 Months Deferred Payment - Finance Charges accrue from the date of sale unless the Same as Cash plan balance is paid in full prior 
to the Same As Cash expiration date, in which case they are waived. Regular credit terms apply after the Same As Cash period expires. Annual Percentage 
Rate 17.90%. Minimum Finance Charge: $2.00. (APR and Minimum Finance Charge may be lower in some states.) Straight Financing option – Percentage of 
financing determined upon credit history and approval.  Determined at the sole discretion of the lender.  Terms subject to change without notice. Subject to credit 
approval. See Account Agreement for complete information and important disclosures. Other open-end and closed-end credit plans may be available. Ask seller 
for details. All credit plans subject to normal credit policies.

Are you interested in reducing your energy consumption by as much as 40%? Well, the 
most effective way to make that happen might come as some surprise to you. It has 
nothing to do with your car, or your light bulbs, or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of… getting a more energy efficient furnace is one of the best ways 
you can get significant energy savings. Trane introduces the XV95, the gas furnace that 
operates at up to 96.7% efficiency. It is, simply put, one of the most energy efficient gas 
furnaces available. Contact LB Chase Mechanical to learn more about how you can 
dramatically reduce your heating costs today.

$1500 Tax Credit 
Still Available!
for qualifying systems

Are you interested in reducing your 
energy consumption by as much as 
40%? Well, the most effective way to 
make that happen might come as 
some surprise to you. It has nothing to 
do with your car, or your light bulbs, 
or any household appliance that you 
might be thinking of ... getting a more 
energy efficient heating & cooling 
system is one of the best ways you 

can get significant energy savings. 
Trane introduces the XV20i heating 
and cooling system with a 12-year 
compressor warranty. It is, simply put, 
one of the most energy efficient, 
environmentally friendly heating and 
cooling systems available. Contact 
LB Chase Mechanical to learn more 
about how you can dramatically 
reduce your heating costs today.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

(865) 428-4824
www.lbchase.com

A new high efficiency heating & cooling system can be 
more affordable than you think with

NO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLENO MONEY DOWN & MONTHLY PAYMENTS AVAILABLE 
through the TVA eScore Program.
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FORECLOSURE 
NOTICES

SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE SALE
By virtue of the authority vested in the 

Trustee under that certain Deed of Trust 
(“Deed of Trust”) dated September 17, 2012 
of record in the Office of the Register of Deeds 
for Knox County, Tennessee as Instrument No. 
201209250019622, Freddy E. Smith and wife, 
Barbara Smith conveyed to C. David Allen or Todd 
Bolinger, as Trustee, for First National Bank, 
predecessor in interest to United Community 
Bank, certain described property located in 
6th Civil District of Knox County, Tennessee, 
to secure an indebtedness owing to United 
Community Bank, in the original principal sum 
of $106,066.71 reference to said Deed of Trust 
being expressly made for further description 
of said property and indebtedness as modified 
in Instrument No. 201606170073845 and the 
undersigned having been appointed by instrument 
of record in Instrument No. 202502180042718 in 
said register’s office and default having been made 
under the terms of said Note and Deed of Trust 
and all provisions of same having been complied 
with so as to authorize the Trustee to advertise 
and sell the property described in the aforesaid 
Deed of Trust.

Therefore on March 25, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. 
at the front door of the Knox County, Tennessee 
Courthouse, 400 Main St SW, Knoxville, TN 
37902 the undersigned will sell the property 
described in said Deed of Trust, and hereinafter 
described, at public auction to the highest and 
best bidder, for cash, in bar of all equities of 
redemption, homestead, dower, and all other 
rights or exemptions of every kind, all of which 
were expressly divested in said Deed of Trust, said 
property described as follows, to-wit:

SITUATED in the Sixth (6th) Civil District 
of Knox County, Tennessee, and identified on 
Tax Map 0670B as Parcel 001 in the Property 
Assessor's Office for Knox County, Tennessee, 
and without the corporate limits of the City 
of Knoxville, Tennessee, and being known and 
designated as Lot l, Property of Ross D. Morris, 
as shown on the plat of the same of record in 
Plat Cabinet O, Slide 340-A, Register's Office 
for Knox County, Tennessee, to which plat 
specific reference is hereby made for a more 
particular description and according to the survey 
of Kenneth D. Church, Surveyor, dated May 
27, 1998,-bearing Work Order No. 98-05-55, 
containing 1.0382 acres, more or less, BEING the 
same property conveyed to Barbara Smith also 
known as Barbara Elaine Smith by Quitclaim Deed 
of record as  Instrument No. 201510090022827 
in the Register's Office for Knox County, 
Tennessee.

The afore described property is conveyed 
together with and subject to a Boundary Line 
Agreement of record in Deed Book 1802, Page 
10, corrected in Deed Book 2056, Page 898, in 
the Register's Office for Knox County, Tennessee.

Subject to any and all governmental zoning 
and/or subdivision ordinances, regulations and 
requirements in effect thereon.

Property address:  3926 Meredith Road, 
Knoxville, TN 37921

This sale will be made subject to all unpaid 
taxes, and subject to any applicable easements 
and restrictions or prior liens or mortgages, if any.

In the event the high bidder at the foreclosure 
sale should fail to comply with the submitted 
bid, the Trustee shall have the option to accept 
the next highest bid in which the bidder is able to 
comply or to re-advertise and sell at a later sale.

The right is reserved to adjourn the day of sale 
to another date certain without further publication 
upon announcement on the day of the sale at the 
time set forth above.

Proceeds of the sale shall be applied as 
provided for by the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
and this notice will be published in the Knoxville 
Focus, a newspaper published in Knox County, 
Tennessee, three times on the following dates: 
March 3, 2025, March 10, 2025, and March 17, 
2025.

Other interested parties:  
Discover Bank
Judgment Liens of record as Instrument No. 

202310260021714 and 202502030040377

This the 20th day of February, 2025.

Timothy E. Scott, Substitute Trustee
135 W. Main Street, Suite200

Kingsport, TN 37660
(423)247-9376

COURT 
NOTICES
NON-RESIDENT 

NOTICE
TO: JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN

IN RE: YASHIANNA HINES v. 
JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN

NO.  208974-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant 
JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN, a non-resident 
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law 
cannot be served upon JERMANY SHABAZZ 
FOUNTAIN, it is ordered that said defendant, 
JERMANY SHABAZZ FOUNTAIN, file an answer 
with the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court 
at Knoxville, Tennessee and with JENNIFER R. 
EGELSTON, an Attorney whose address is 607 W. 
SUMMIT HILL DRIVE SW, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37917 within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause will be set for hearing 
Ex Parte as to you before Chancellor RICHARD B. 
ARMSTRONG, JR. at the Knox County Chancery 
Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 

Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 5th day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY  

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,   
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A., 
and BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST

IN RE: CLEAR RECON, LLC,
v. JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY-
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,    

CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A., 
and BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST

NO.  209818-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants 
JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER, DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TREASURY- INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, 
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A., and BAPTIST 
HOSPITAL WEST, a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, 
so that the ordinary process of law cannot be 
served upon JOHN SHAVER, AMY SHAVER, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY-INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE, CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), 
N.A., and BAPTIST HOSPITAL WEST, it is ordered 
that said defendants, JOHN SHAVER, AMY 
SHAVER, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY  
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, CAPITAL ONE 
BANK (USA), N.A., and BAPTIST HOSPITAL 
WEST, file an answer with the Clerk and Master 
of the Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and 
with M. Craig Smith, an Attorney whose address 
is 651 East 4th Street, Suite 200 Chattanooga, 
TN 37403 within thirty (30) days of the last 
date of publication or a judgment by default will 
be taken against you and the cause will be set 
for hearing Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor 
Christopher D. Heagerty at the Knox County 
Chancery Court, Division III, 400 Main Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 10th day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: VERONICA RENEE STINSON, 
ROGER LYNCH, CHARLES JONES, 

JAMES LEE STINNETT,
        KAZRYNE ROBINSON, PHYLLIS BUIS

IN RE: TWILLA ROBINSON-BOOKER

vs.
PEARL ROBINSON, VERONICA RENEE 

STINSON, ARTHUR DEWAYNE ROBINSON,
ROGER LYNCH, CHARLES JONES, 
JAMES LEE STINNETT, KAZRYNE 

ROBINSON, and PHYLLIS BUIS

NO.  209809-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendants 
VERONICA RENEE STINSON, ROGER LYNCH, 
CHARLES JONES, JAMES LEE STINNETT, 
KAZRYNE ROBINSON, PHYLLIS BUIS, a non-
resident of the State of Tennessee, or whose 
whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon diligent 
search and inquiry, so that the ordinary process 
of law cannot be served upon VERONICA 
RENEE STINSON, ROGER LYNCH, CHARLES 
JONES, JAMES LEE STINNETT, KAZRYNE 
ROBINSON, PHYLLIS BUIS, it is ordered that 
said defendants, VERONICA RENEE STINSON, 
ROGER LYNCH,CHARLES JONES, JAMES LEE 
STINNETT, KAZRYNE ROBINSON, PHYLLIS BUIS, 
file an answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court at Knoxville, Tennessee and with 
Ann Mostoller, an Attorney whose address is 
136 S. Illinois Avenue, Suite 104, Oak Ridge, TN 
37830 within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause will be set for hearing 
Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor Christopher 
D. Heagerty at the Knox County Chancery Court, 
Division III, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37902.

This notice will be published in The Knoxville 
Focus Newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

This 18th day of FEBERARY, 2025.

J. Scott Griswold
Clerk and Master

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO: TIMOTHY R. HAMMERSMITH

IN RE: JANET S. HAMMERSMITH
-Vs- 

TIMOTHY R. HAMMERSMITH

Docket # 160903

IN THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT OF KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the defendant, 
TIMOTHY R. HAMMERSMITH, is a non-resident 
of the State of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts 
cannot be ascertained upon diligent search and 
inquiry, so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon TIMOTHY R. HAMMERSMITH.

IT IS ORDERED that said defendant file an 
answer to an action of COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE 
filed by JANET S. HAMMERSMITH, Plaintiff 
herein, with the Fourth Circuit Court in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and with ADAM PRIEST, Plaintiff’s 
Attorney whose address is PO BOX 870, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901, within thirty (30) days 
of the last date of publication, and if you do not 

answer or otherwise respond, a Default Judgment 
may be entered against you on the thirtieth (30th) 
day after the fourth (4th) publication. This notice 
will be published in The Knoxville Focus for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

This the 7th day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

Mike Hammond 
Clerk

Michelle Henry
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF MARK ALAN BURNETTE
DOCKET NUMBER 90547-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the   Estate of MARK ALAN BURNETTE, 
who died Jan. 10, 2025, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF MARK ALAN BURNETTE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KAREN BURNETTE

11121 CONCORD WOODS DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

MICHAEL R. CROWDER, ATTORNEY
4TH FLOOR, BANK OF AMERICA BLDG.

P. O. BOX 442
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0442

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOUGLAS W. CLARK
DOCKET NUMBER 90468-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 14 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of DOUGLAS W. CLARK, 
who died December 10, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 

to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 14 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DOUGLAS W. CLARK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MALEAH N. CLARK

7851 HEATON WAY
NASHVILLE, TN 37211

BRADLEY H. HODGE, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, SUITE 2100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DONALD EVERETT FINLEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90395-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 18 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect 
of the Estate of DONALD EVERETT FINLEY, who 
died on November 26, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty  (60)  days from the date the creditor 
received  an actual  copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from, the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 18 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DONALD EVERETT FINLEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MIKE FINLEY

10032 S. NORTHSHORE DR.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

MATT E. MILLER, ATTORNEY
859 EAST BROADWAY BLVD.
JEFFERSON CITY, TN 37760

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES

By Ken Lay

The 2025 high school baseball season 
is scheduled to begin today (March 3) for 
most area teams and athletes at Knox 
County's Austin-East High School are just 
grateful to take the field for a fourth con-
secutive season.

Austin-East rebooted its baseball season 
in 2022 after a seven-year hiatus, and 
Michael Gladney will return for his senior 
season, which officially begins Tuesday 
night when the Roadrunners head to Karns 
to take on the Beavers at “Chief” Dwight 
Smith Field.

Gladney, who also had a football career 
at Austin-East, has been with the base-
ball program since the first day that coach 
Kaylin Chesney decided to reboot the pro-
gram, which hadn’t played a full season 
since 2015.

“Michael is our center fielder and he’s 
a four-year starter. He’s come back and 
he’s continued to get better,” Chesney 
said at the second annual East Tennessee 
Baseball Coaches Association Media Day, 
which was held Wednesday at Dick’s 
House of Sport at West Town Mall.

Gladney is one of two veteran players 
to attend last week’s event. Junior short-
stop Tyler Scott was also there and he’s 
back for his third baseball season with the 
Roadrunners

Like Gladney, Scott is also a football 
player. But he’s also no stranger to base-
ball or Chesney.

“Tyler’s a junior and he’s our shortstop 
and he’ll pitch some for us,” Chesney said. 
“I actually coached him in tee ball.”

Since its return to baseball, Austin-East 
has struggled. The team, however, contin-
ues to hit the field and battle.

Wins have been few but that doesn’t 
mean the game hasn’t had a positive 
impact on those who don the Blue and 
Red.

“I’ve seen a lot of growth,” Gladney said. 
“I’m really excited for the new season and 
I’m looking forward to going out there and 
playing with my friends.

“It’s tough sometimes, but it’s fun.”
Baseball has long been a summer pas-

time in Knoxville and it sometimes all 
begins in city parks for younger players. 
It’s a fun game.

It can also, however, be a cruel mistress 
as players can go through some prolonged 

slumps at the plate and sometimes have 
problems finding the strike zone from the 
mound.

But the challenges are what kept Gladney 
coming back to the ballpark every day.

“What appeals to me is the challenge. 
It’s not an easy game but I will accept this 
challenge,” he said. “That’s how life is.

“Life is hard. Life is not easy.”
Scott has also seen the program grow 

and he loves that his teammates are back 
at practice every day.

“It's just great to see people keep coming 
back,” he said. “The more you keep practic-
ing and the more you play, the better you 
keep getting and the more chances you 
have to win.

Scott’s desire to continue to play the 
game is driven by one simple factor. He 
wants to win.

“The thing that really appeals to me is 
the motivation to win,” he said.

Gladney, Scott and others on the 2025 
Austin-East squad are relishing the oppor-
tunity that they wouldn’t have had if 
Chesney hadn’t taken the bold chance and 
rebooted a program that had been dor-
mant since 2015.

But the coach said that he’s had the East 
Knoxville Community’s support as people 
have rallied behind the program.

“We’ve had the support from the commu-
nity,” Chesney said. “The community has 
really rallied behind these guys, this team.”

When Chesney decided to bring baseball 
back to Austin-East, he had to recruit play-
ers in the hallways.

He hasn’t had to do as much of that 
lately.

“I’m excited that these guys keep coming 
back, and now we’ve reached the point 
where people are coming to Austin-East to 
play baseball, so I don’t have to go out and 
find players,” Chesney said.

A NEW HOME FOR THE ROADRUNNERS: 
Excitement is palpable around the Austin-
East program and now, after three full sea-
sons, the Roadrunners will have a home 
field that will belong exclusively to them.

“This year, we will have games at home 
at our field on campus,” said Chesney, a 
2000 Austin-East graduate.

After opening the season away from 
home for its first five games, Austin-East 
will play its first home game on March 15 
as it hosts Tyner at 2 p.m.

PHOTO BY KEN LEINART. 

Austin-East baseball coach Kaylin Chesney (above), senior Michael Gladney and junior 
Tyler Scott at last week's ETBC Media Day. Chesney rebooted the Roadrunners' baseball 
program in 2022, after a seven-year hiatus. Gladney begins his fourth year as a starter 
and Scott is in his third year of baseball at the school. 

Spirits high as Austin-East continues 
to build baseball program

A little history on the ETBCA

By Ken Lay

As Powell High School baseball 
coach Josh Warner prepares for the 
2025 season, he knows one thing 
is for certain.

“If you don’t show up on every 
Monday and Tuesday in (in a District 
3-4A series), you’re going to be in 
trouble,” Warner said. “Our league 
is getting so much better and that’s 
a testament to our players and our 
coaches. It’s a good district.”

The Panthers compete in District 
3-4A, a league that is top-heavy. 
The teams in the district include the 
Panthers, Oak Ridge (which won the 
district tournament and made it to 
the state tournament last season 
for the first time in more than five 
decades), Central (which reached 
the Region 2-4A Tournament in each 
of the last two seasons), Halls, Karns 
and Campbell County.

“I would like to say that we have 
the best team, but right now, Oak 
Ridge is the best team in our district, 
Oak Ridge has set the standard.” 
Warner said. “Central will be good. 

“I look for Halls to be really good. 
Karns is young, but they have talent 
and those young guys played togeth-
er last year. I could see two teams 
from our district making it to the 
state tournament.”

Top returners for the Panthers 
include: Caleb Emert (senior, second 
baseman); Lucas Mayes (senior, 
first baseman); Kwade Carver 
(senior, third baseman/pitcher); 
Tyler Early (senior, pitcher); Austin 
Grant (senior, pitcher) and Brainston 
Soppet (senior, shortstop).

Key newcomers are Brody 
Hollowell (sophomore, catcher/pitch-
er) and Nathan Early (sophomore, 
pitcher/first baseman).

The Panthers open their 2025 
campaign Friday against Catholic 
at Christian Academy of Knoxville 
at Catholic High School. First pitch 
between the Panthers and Irish is 
slated for 5:30 p.m.

Powell 
prepares 

for rigors of 
District 3-4A 

schedule
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LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DARLENE ANN FRENCH
DOCKET NUMBER 90536-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of DARLENE ANN FRENCH, 
who died December 28, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 19 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DARLENE ANN FRENCH

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMMIE BECKNER

7412 MAVERICK LANE
CORRYTON, TN 37721

P. ANDREW SNEED, ATTORNEY
217 EAST BROADWAY AVENUE

MARYVILLE, TN 37804

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RAWLEY KAPPESSER,
A/K/A RAWLEY DEAN KAPPASSER

DOCKET NUMBER 90523-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 12 day 

of FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of RAWLEY KAPPESSER, 
A/K/A RAWLEY DEAN KAPPASSER, who 
died December 12, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first date of the publication of this Notice if the 
creditor received an actual copy of this Notice To 
Creditors at least sixty (60) days before the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice To Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RAWLEY KAPPESSER,
A/K/A RAWLEY DEAN KAPPASSER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
RICHARD E. KAPPESSER
1506 DELLWOOD DRIVE
LOUISVILLE, KY 40216

VICTORIA B. TILLMAN, ATTORNEY
1019 ORCHID DRIVE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF NATHAN LEON KARNES
DOCKET NUMBER 90550-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of NATHAN  LEON  
KARNES, who died June 5, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A)Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF NATHAN LEON KARNES

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
LINDA REED KARNES, ADMINISTRATOR

WILSON S. RITCHIE, ATTORNEY
4800 OLD KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 100

KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF BENNIE MAE LETT
DOCKET NUMBER 90512-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 18 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary in 
respect to the Estate of BENNIE MAE LETT, 
who died on January 3, 2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
above captioned Estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in paragraphs numbered one (1) or two 
(2) below, otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication (or posting, as the case may be) of 
this notice if the creditor received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the 
date of the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication (or 
posting) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 18 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF BENNIE MAE LETT

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TAMMY MAE ADAMS

6525 GRAYCROFT DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

STEPHEN K. GARRETT, ATTORNEY
7838 BARKER ROAD

CORRYTON, TN 37721

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GARY ALLEN MASTERSON
DOCKET NUMBER 90567-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of GARY ALLEN 
MASTERSON, who died June 9, 2024, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 19 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF GARY ALLEN MASTERSON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ADAM K. MASTERSON

5421 PAULA ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37912

M. CATHERINE WARMBROD, ATTORNEY
10805 KINGSTON PIKE, SUITE 200

KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HUBERT WAYNE MILLER
DOCKET NUMBER 90488-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 7 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in respect 
of the Estate of HUBERT WAYNE MILLER, who 
died Dec. 6, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of  the Chancery Court 
of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having  claims, matured or 
unmatured, against his or her  estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk and Master of the 
above named Court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 

received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 7 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF HUBERT WAYNE MILLER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DONNIE RAY MILLER, EXECUTOR

4624 COBBLESTONE CIRCLE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37938

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HUGH WHISMAN NICELEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90587-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 12 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or letters 
of administration as the case may be) in respect of 
the Estate of HUGH WHISMAN NICELEY, who died 
February 9, 2025, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF HUGH WHISMAN NICELEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STUART I. CASSELL, ATTORNEY
707 MARKET STREET, SUITE 1

KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF RONNY DEE PENNINGTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90552-2

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary 
in respect of the Estate of RONNY DEE 
PENNINGTON, who died on the 14th day of 
December, 2024, were issued to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court, Probate Division of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same 
with the clerk of the above-named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2), otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B)  Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the  19 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF RONNY DEE PENNINGTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMBER LYNN BABCOCK

12404 VILLAGE GATE WAY
RALEIGH, NC 27614

MATTHEW B. FRERE, ATTORNEY
1001 E. BROADWAY

LENOIR CITY, TN 37771

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF PAUL ELLIS PERKINS
DOCKET NUMBER 90530-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters administration (or 
letters of testamentary as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of PAUL ELLIS PERKINS, 
who died October 25, 2024, were issued to the 
undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident, and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or(2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to  creditors 
at  least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days after from the date the 

creditor received an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors if the creditor received the copy of 
the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
date that is four (4) months from the date of first 
publication as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 19 day of February, 2025.

ESTATE OF PAUL ELLIS PERKINS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DAVID SCOTT PERKINS
735 VALLEYVIEW DRIVE
MARYVILLE, TN 37803

NICHOLAS A. BLACK, ATTORNEY
609 SMITHVIEW DRIVE
MARYVILLE, TN 37803

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GLENN ROY PRESSLEY
DOCKET NUMBER 90533-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 19 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters of Administration in 
respect to the Estate of GLENN ROY PRESSLEY, 
who died in Knox County on July 12, 2024, were 
issued to the undersigned, Marcus Pressley, by the 
Chancery Court, Probate Division, of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against the 
estate are required to file the same with the clerk 
of the above-named court on or before the earlier 
of the dates described in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four months from the date of the first 
publication of notice if the creditor  received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
months from the date of the first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve months from the decedent's date 
of death.

This the 19 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF GLENN ROY PRESSLEY

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARCUS PRESSLEY

4401 WOODALE DRIVE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37918

WILLIAM R. RAY, ATTORNEY
1356 PAPERMILL POINTE WAY

KNOXVILLE, TN 37909

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF WARREN LINDELL ROBERTS
DOCKET NUMBER 90538-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters of administration 
in respect of the Estate of WARREN LINDELL 
ROBERTS, who died on May 19, 2024, were 
issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court, 
Probate Division for Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against the estate are 
required to file the same with the clerk of the 
above-named court on or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF WARREN LINDELL ROBERTS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROSE MARIE ROBERTS

 2309 CHUKAR ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

L. ERIC EBBERT, ATTORNEY
PAUL F. HANNAN, ATTORNEY

9145 CROSS PARK DRIVE, STE. 103
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF GERALD L. SHARPE, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90499-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 10 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary in 
respect of the Estate of GERALD L. SHARPE, 
JR., who died Dec. 14, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court of Knox County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, against his or her estate 
are required to file the same with the Clerk and 
Master of the above named Court on or before 

the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of this first publication; 
or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death

This the 10 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.
 

ESTATE OF GERALD L. SHARPE, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
AMANDA SHARPE, EXECUTRIX

8327 HIGH LARK LANE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF DOROTHY STANTON
DOCKET NUMBER 90524-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 18 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, letters testamentary (or 
letters of administration as the case may be) in 
respect of the Estate of DOROTHY STANTON, 
who died December 26, 2024, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Chancery Court, Probate 
Division, of Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the estate are required 
to file the same with the clerk of the above-
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2), otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 18 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.

ESTATE OF DOROTHY STANTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
ROBERT DANIEL STANTON, JR.

7009 PINE GROVE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914

KEITH H. BURROUGHS, ATTORNEY
900 S. GAY STREET, 14TH FLOOR

P. O. BOX 2047
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF HAROLD GLENN WHITAKER, JR.
DOCKET NUMBER 90526-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 12 day 
of FEBRUARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary 
in respect to the Estate of HAROLD GLENN 
WHITAKER, JR., who died on December 16, 2024, 
were issued to the undersigned by the Probate 
Court for Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured 
or unmatured, against the Estate are required 
to file the same with the Clerk of the above-
named Court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) below, otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:

(1)(A) Four (4) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors 
at least sixty (60) days before the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of the first publication; or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the Notice to Creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the Notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent's 
date of death.

This the 12 day of FEBRUARY, 2025.
 
ESTATE OF HAROLD GLENN WHITAKER, JR.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
MARTIN D. WHITAKER

1315 BRANTON BOULEVARD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

GREGORY C. LOGUE, ATTORNEY
900 SOUTH GAY STREET, 9TH FLOOR

P. O. BOX 900
KNOXVILLE, TN 37901-0900

 

MISC.  NOTICES
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Knox County Commission shall receive 

resumes from candidates seeking an appointment 

to one (1) vacancy on the Community Health 
Council, with a term expiring March 31, 2028. 
Resumes should be submitted by mail, fax, e-mail, 
or hand delivered no later than Wednesday, March 
19, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. to:

Office of the Knox County Commission
Suite 603, City County Building

400 Main Street
Knoxville, TN  37902

Phone:  215-2534
FAX:  215-2038

E-mail:  commission@knoxcounty.org

The Knox County Commission shall interview 
candidates during the Optional Agenda Review 
Meeting on Monday, March 24, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. 
in the Main Assembly Room of the City County 
Building, 400 West Main Street.  

The Commission appointment shall be 
considered during the regularly scheduled meeting 
of the Knox County Commission on Monday, 
March 31, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. in the Main 
Assembly Room of the City County Building, 400 
West Main Street.

LEGAL SECTION 94
Knox County will receive bids for the following 

items & services:

Bid 3643, Towing Services (re-bid), due 
03/27/25

For additional information call 865-215-
5777, stop by the Procurement Division, 1000 
North Central St., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN  
37917, or visit our website: www.knoxcounty.
org/procurement. To bid on Knox County surplus 
items, go to www.govdeals.com.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The owner and /or lien holders of the following 

vehicle is hereby notified of their rights to pay all 
charges and reclaim said vehicle being held at 
701 Cooper St., Knoxville, TN 37917. Failure to 
reclaim this vehicle will be deemed a waiver of all 
rights, title, and consent to dispose of said vehicle 
at public auction on  March 17, 2025 at 701 
Cooper St, Knoxville, TN 37917.
1. ‘18 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
 JA4AP3AU1JU023231 (JOYCE WHITTEN or 
TANYA DILL, SANTANDER BANK)
2. ‘08 TOYOTA PRIUS 
 JTDKB20UX87722337 (SHEENA CHANDLER / 
TITLEMAX)
3. ‘08 BMW 328i
 WBAWB33588P134784 (JOSE ALVARADO)
4. ’17 FORD EDGE
 2FMPK4G90HBB66383 (KRISTY LEACH 
or DAVID PENNINGTON / BRIDGECREST 
ACCEPTANCE)
5. ‘18 KIA OPTIMA
 5XXGU4L32JG206551 (CONNIE ISRAEL / TVA 
CU)
6. ‘10 CADILLAC SRX
 3GYFNBEYXAS607937 (LENARD WILLIAMS / 
UNITED AUTO SALES)
7. ‘10 FORD ESCAPE
 1FMCU9EG8AKA68544 (BARBARA KOSCINSKI / 
ONE MAIN FINANCIAL)
8. ’12 KIA SEDONA
 KNDMG4C78C6461011 (EILEEN MCALLISTER)
9. ‘16 BUICK ENCORE
 KL4CJASB7GB594514 (RUTH COLLINS)
10. ’14 FORD FUSION
 1FA6P0H72E5351385 (LANDIN ROBINSON / 
AMERICAN CREDIT ACCEPTANCE)
11. ‘11 FORD TAURUS
 1FAHP2DW0BG182680 (KYA NELSON)
12. ‘18 TOYOTA COROLLA
 5YFBURHE1JP745820 (ARLO ARCHAGA / B&G 
AUTO SALES)
13. ‘95 TOYOTA COROLLA
 4T1GK12C5SU083017 (CODY MARIA-LINER)
14. TRAILER
 N/A (MICHAEL DANIEL)
15. ‘17 KIA SORENTO
 5XYPGDA30HG201235 (COURUN BENNETT SR 
/ INSTANT AUTO)
16. ‘01 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER
 4M2ZU86P91UJ08202 (ALAN HEENIE)

NOTICE OF 
DISSOLUTION TO 

CREDITORS
Pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee 

Code Annotated § 48-249-611, CARTER & KAY, 
LLC, a Tennessee limited liability company (the 
“Company”) hereby gives notice of its dissolution. 
The Company hereby requests that any persons 
with claims against it present them to the 
Company in accordance with the following.

The following information is required to be 
included in each claim:(a) the name, address, 
and telephone number of the claimant; (b) the 
nature of the claim, including any substantiating 
documentation of the claim; (c) the amount of 
the claim; and (d) the date the claim arose. Any 
claimant should mail its claim to the following 
address: Matthew Graves, Esq., Hodges, Doughty 
& Carson, PLLC, 445 S. Gay Street, Suite 401, 
P.O. Box 869, Knoxville, TN 37902. A claim 
against the Company will be barred, unless a 
proceeding to enforce the claim is commenced 
within two (2) years after the publication of this 
notice.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING TSSAA RESULTS
Area wrestlers shine at state championships

By Ken Lay

The 2024-25 high 
school wrestling season 
came to an end recent-
ly at the TSSAA tradition-
al Division I boys and Girls 
State Championships at the 
Williamson County Expo 
Center in Franklin.

The two-day event culmi-
nated Saturday, Feb. 22.

Eight area girls earned 
spots on the podium by 
placing. Gibbs finished fifth 
in the team standings, while 
Seymour came in 10th.

Two area grapplers 
earned state champion-
ships as Halls High’s Sophia 
Satterfield won the 126-
pound weight class and 
Seymour’s Ellie Underwood 
(107) earned a state title.

Knox County’s Lady 
Eagles had four athletes 

post podium finishes.
In the 107-pound class, 

Cora Finstad posted a 
runner-up finish. Delaney 
Nichols was fifth in the 126-
pound division.

At 138, Lainee Kidd 
came in fifth, while Shelby 
Williams came in third in the 
145-pound weight class.

Seymour’s Cresson 
Postlewaite came in fourth 
in the 114-pound weight 
class.

In the 100-pound weight 
class, Libby Lee (Halls) 
came in sixth.

In the Class A boys tour-
nament, Gibbs posted a 
fifth-place finish in the 
team standings. The Eagles 
had five medalists in the 
Midstate.

Eagles’ 120-pounder 
Blake Allen was runner-up 

in his weight class.
Gibbs had four athletes 

post third-place finishes in 
their respective brackets. 
Noah Eller (126 pounds), 
Brody Ford (132), Ezra 
Finstad (144) and Jalen 
Wright (285) all earned 
third-place medals.

Seymour ’s  Sk y ler 
Campbell took third in the 
175-pound weight class.

Carter also had a state 
medalist, its first in many 
years, as Hayden Simmons 
finished third in the 175-
pound division.

In the Class AA boys 
tournament, Halls had 
two athletes post second-
place finishes as Harlen 
Hunley, who competes 
in the 150-pound weight 
class, and Barrett Whaley 
(175 pounds) were each 

runners-up in their weight 
classes.

Bearden High School 
boasted one medalist as 
its 165-pounder Deameion 
Leavell took third. Leavell, 
a junior for the Bulldogs, 
won a Class A State 
Championship as a soph-
omore last season while 
competing for Clinton. As a 
freshman, Leavell qualified 
for the state championships 
in Kentucky.

Dylan Rohn, another new-
comer in Knox County, fin-
ished sixth for Farragut 
in the 144-pound weight 
class.

West High also had an 
athlete place at the state 
championships as Ahmed 
Shahin (215 pounds) came 
in sixth.

Strong defense
as long as an extra pass 
doesn’t lead to a turnover.

“When 22 (McNealy) 
and 20 (Trinity Curry) are 
doing well inside I think we 
try to feed them instead 
of just shooting the ball,” 
Mayfield said.

McNealy and Curry 
both had strong defen-
sive games in the paint 
for the Lady Admirals with 
McNealy crashing the 
boards for 19 rebounds 
on the night.

Sophomore Gabbie 
Vanaker had a nice game 
off the bench for Farragut, 
knocking down nine 
points.

Powell was led by three 
players with five points 
each.

Next up for the Lady 
Admirals is Oak Ridge. 
The Lady Wildcats ran the 

table in District 3-4A, win-
ning the regular season 
and tournament crown 
without a district loss.

The Lady Wildcats 
defeated Maryville Friday 
night 68-52.

Monday’s region semi-
final is a rematch of last 
year’s region semi-final.

“They have a good team, 
an experienced team, 
and they have a bunch 
of seniors who are really 
good,” Mayfield said.

“We beat them in the 
region semi-finals last 
year and we hold on 
to that. It’s a new year 
though and we’re a little 
better this year, but they 
are more healthy. 

“It’s at their place and 
we’ll be prepared.”

Tip-off is scheduled for 
6 p.m.
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